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“The air is precious to the red 
man, for all things share the same 
breath— the beast, the tree, the 
man. they all share the same 
breath. The white man does not 
seem to notice the air he breathes. 
Like a man dying for many days, he 
is numb to the stench. But if we sell 
you our land, you must remember 
that the air is precious to us. that 
the air shares its spirit with all the 
life it supports. The wind that gave 
our grandfather his first breath 
also receives his last sigh. And the 


wind must also give our children 
the spirit of life. And if we sell you 
our land, you must keep it apart 
and sacred, as a place where even 
the white man can go to taste the 
wind that is sweetened by the 
meadow’s flowers 
“Whatever befalls the earth 
befalls the sons of the earth. Man 
did not weave the web of life, he is 
merely a strand in it. Whatever he 
does to the web. he does to himself.” 

—Chief Seattle 
ca. 1855 



Near (iliost Ranch. Ncir Mexico 


Our Wilderness 
Is Not For Lease! 

It simply won't work. Mr. Watt. 
The strategy you and your cronies 
(Bob “Chop 'em" Burford. Annie 
“Dirty Air”Gorsuch. Ronnie“1984” 
Raygun. and not to mention James 
"Yes. Sir" Limb, your laeky recruit 
from BYU. and a host of other 
equally dispicable fools) are trying 
to use to overwhelm and discredit 
the environmental groups might 
work on the centralized, big-time 
outfits, since all you have to do is 
push a big pile of paper in their 
face. You and your fiends can dare 
the other groups to fight proposals 
to lease the Pygmy Sage WSA in 
Nevada, which they will probably 
concede to you — on paper. But just 
try going into the Gros Ventre or 
other wilderness areas. 

You see. you haven't felt the 
effect of having a grassroots move- 
ment of determined Earth 
Firstlers confront your stupidity. 
Not only are we readying to file 
appeals and take issues to court 
(especially on this trick of yours to 
“open" wilderness areas to leasing 
in the hopes that it will exhaust us), 
we're also ready to stand our 
ground when it will really count: in 
the field, right with Mother Earth. 

Perhaps we of Earth First', have 
been coming off a little like a gang 
of eco-hoods just out to make 
merry, but let's get one thing per- 
fectly straight: we do mean 
business. We have to keep oursense 
of humor or we'd surely lost 1 our 
minds along with the wilderness. 
But this Earth, our Mother, is 
going to survive or we of Earth 
First! shall not. 

Then, of course, there is the 
Earth Firstlish sounding Burton 
Bill being tossed around Congress 
at the moment. This bill, which is 
being called the “Wilderness Pro- 
tection Act of '82". would attempt to 
withdraw all forms of appropria- 
tion in wilderness areas, including 
areas in the National Forest 




"I linin' ice shall crush in its birth, 
the aristocracy of one moneyed 
meliorations irliich tlare already (o 
eliallenye o nr yoirrnment to a trial 
of streniftli anil hid defiance to the 
laics of our count ry . " 

—Thomas Jefferson 



Ma/i shoiciiifi desiynated Wilderness areas under attack — see complete 
list an hack carer. 


System designated as wilderness, 
plus areas recommended for 
further RARE II planning, as well 
as parks and lands identified as 
WSA's by the BLM. 

The Burton Bill, however, stands 
little chance of being passed as is. 
Our sources indicate that a push is 
on to hold the hearings on the 
Burton Bill by late February, but 
first it must endure some fierce 
infighting by the various pro and 
anti-environmental entities in DC. 
The Sierra Club is said not to be in 
support of the Burton Bill because 
it is too all-encompassing, too 
"radical"! 

The outcome? If there is any 
continued support of the “WPA- 
'82" we might see. at best, the 
existing wilderness areas slated for 


leasing withdrawn, while the rest 
would be tossed out. ready for con- 
sumption by the energy hounds. 

What can one person do? Plenty. 
Talk to others and organize your- 
selves into grassroots resistance 
groups. Write nasty letters to the 
BLM. Forest Service and Park 
Service people who are supposed to 
look after our public lands. Once 
you find out what attacks are being 
made against the wilderness places 
in your area, write to the news- 
letter so to keep other EF!ers 
informed. More importantly, use 
creative techniques of the non- 
violent variety to make certain the 
Continual on I'ayc T 


EF! Contacts 

Earth First! could be likened 
more to a “movement” rather than 
an “organization.” The real 
strength must come from our 
grassroots chapters. But since it’s 
our policy not to give out names 
from our membership list, we have 
been asking people in all parts of 
the country (and the rest of Earth) 
to come forward to be listed as 
regional “contacts.” This way other 
folks in each area can approach 
their contacts and begin getting 
things moving. 

Cold in iieil on Rat/e ti 






LETTERS to Earth First! 



We’re received an outixilirini r/ of 
terrific letters in response to Dare 
Foreman's Progressive article 
(October ’HI), and to the carious 
actions and words of EF.'ers. The 
following are just a few examples of 
the thoughts and feelings of Earth 
First! members and others who are 


interested. Since these letters were 
perhaps not meant for publication, 
theg are ran here without their 
authors' names (oar polieg unless 
otherwise regnested). Excerpts are 
used from some of the lengthier 
letters; otherwise, theg are genera II g 
intact. 


Digger's Progressive article, 
EARTH FIRST! is Reprinted on 
Page 4-5 


Last evening I finished reading 
“EARTH FIRST” by Dave 
Foreman in the October 
Progressive. It was marvelous, to 
say the least. . .I’ve wondered why 
the Sierra Club (and other national 
groups) were getting more and 
more content with half-a-loaf 
demands. 

In the autumn ofl 922, 1 became a 
Wobbly, at Seattle. . .not too many 
days later I was working for Roy 
Ford near Jefferson, in “your South 
Park”. In the autumn, ten years 
before. I had heard John Muir 
speak., regarding Hetchy-Hetchy. 
and what I saw in ’22 had a terrific 
impact on my relationship to 
“Mother Earth.” 

My decades-long membership 
in the Sierra Club is drawing to a 
close as I see the tendency to stick 
closely to the middle of the road on 
so many issues. I other words. I’ve 
belatedly realized that, yes, we 
must begin tearing down some of 
the dams already built! I’ve become 
very much disillusioned by the 
steady “backing up.” John Muir 
must be spinning in his grave. 

* * * * 

I had just succumbed to the latest 
Wilderness Society fund raiser 
("This man must be watched!") to 
the tune of $50 when 1 read the Oct. 
'81 Progressive article. 

When I read about your policy of 
dam reduction not just dam limita- 
tion, I went out and pulled their 
letter off the mailbox and tore it up. 

1 think more should be done about 
Watt than just watching him. I've 
seen enough! 

* * * * 

I caught your act in the article by 
Dave Foreman in The Progressive 
of October '81 and am interested in 
further knowledge. 

1 am a life member of just about 
everything environmental but 
continue to be in a state of terminal 
anguish about the outcome, since so 
much lip service is substituted for 
moral actions. In short. I am some- 
what uncomfortable with simu- 
lating corporate behavior in an 
effort to change corporate 
behavior, which is what is done at 
the Nature Conservancy where I 
give most of my efforts. 

Secretly I long for the clear 
results of discreet action, selective 
use of laser beams which mark 
one's purpose unmistakably. We 
are up against a megalith which 


has massive inertia and do not seem 
to fathom the nastiness of this 
synergistic threat, which iscapable 
of a horror beyond that of its 
component parts. There is a place 
for vigilantes, and someone has to 
do it. Surely the integrity of this 
planet is a good thing. 

Anyway, send me information 
and be prepared to burn this letter 
before the FBI subpoenas vour 
files. 

* + * * 

A good friend gave me a copy of 
your newsletter today, and it 
inspired me to do something about 
which I've been debating for a few 
days. Under a brilliant display of 
northern lights. I performed a little 
maintenance on two earth-moving 
monsters. Hideous machines 
already did their damage. I'm 
afraid, but it's good practice. Made 
me feel a whole lot better at least. 
I'm ready for more. Was going to 
send a l()-s|x>t. but I'll split it with 
you— five for you. five for supplies 
for tomorrow night's foray. . . 

On the subject of James(damn-he 
-looks- like- Peter- Bergman-of-the- 
Firesign-Theatre) Watt, 1 think we 
should be thanking Ronnie Raygun 
for appointing such a fabulously 
ignorant flaming asshole. Anyone 
less ridiculous might be getting 
away with a whole lot more without 
so much public outcry. Heaven 
forbid. Speaking of which. I think 
your pagen shit is a bit off-the-wall. 
If the “Christians” would follow 
what Jesus really taught (LOVE) 
we wouldn't have the Jerry 
Falwell’s and other bungholes 
getting away with all their 
swindling and brainwashing. Don’t 
turn EF! into a bunch of religious 
zealots or maniacal druids— let's 
just rip the guts out of the military- 
industrial complex and leave it at 
that. 

♦ * * * 

Until yesterday, when I read 
alxmt your organization in The 
Pnugrexsire magazine. I had no idea 
that the environmental group of my 
dreams actually existed. For quite 
some time now I have been con- 
vinced that it is time to stop playing 
footsie with Exxon. Dow. and the 
developers. It's time we started 
kicking posteriors. 

1 would appreciate an informa- 
tion you could send me on your 
organization so that I could get to 
know more about it. If I seethat you 
are radical enough for me. I'll join 


immediately. 

Until then, let us pray that Watt 
has nightmares about grizzly bears 
eating him alive. 

* * * * 

Hooray! It is wonderful to hear 
that fear has not defeated all 
radicalism. A compromising' 
rationality stinks up the policy 
statements of most "radical" or- 
ganizations nowadays. You have 
recognized the first step toward 
establishing a successful and fully 
conscientious organization. 

* * * * 

I was recently handed a copy of 
your wild-eyed, seditious, radical, 
left-wing, anarchistic newsletter 
by a friend of mine whose question- 
able imlitical views have caused 
decent and law-abiding citizens to 
bleed from the ears and nose. I was 
so appalled by your commie-syrup 
radical rhetoric, that I felt com- 
pelled tosend you $11) to help secure 
my membership. Do not feel, how- 
ever. that I am letting you off easy. I 
ask. nay. demand that you allow me 
to further the cause of your organ — 
ization by actual physical partici- 
pation on my part. Be warned 
however that next time my actions 
may be more harsh. Please do not 
force me through your reckless 
radical policies to donate more 
money or encourage my friends to 
join Earth First!. You have been 


After reading about EARTH 
FIRST! in The Progressive. I am 
inspired to do something I haven't 
as an adult done, join an organiza- 
tion. 

You see. the process described in 
the article whereby organizations 
tend to become more and more like 
their opponents, more and more 
like Oltnoxico is one strong reason. 
I've watched as John Shuttle- 
worth’s Mother Earth Sews 
becomes more and more absorbed 
by the establishment it sought so 
hard to stay out of in the beginning. 
I've seen the environmental move- 
ment back off again and again as it 
becomes establish men tali zed. 
When an organization becomes in- 
effective toward that puriwse to 
which it was originally set up. then 
that organization should be 
dissolved. I am glad to see someone 
come forward with the guts to 
organize loosely the desperately 
needed radical approach toward 


solving what may be the final 
(problem mankind faces. 

* * * * 

I just finished reading your 
article in the October issue of 
Progressive, and I felt moved to 
write immediately. For several 
years. I have been a “good" Sierra 
Club member, writing outraged 
letters to Congress and now. cir- 
culating “Replace Watts" petitions 
(all the while fearing what he 
might be replaced with. too). 1 
enjoyed the Monkeg Wrench (long. 
which I read a couple of years ago. 
but though it too radical. 

I'm becoming more and more dis- 
illusioned with moderate environ- 
mentalism. With people like 
Reagan and Watt everyday 
threatening what wilderness we do 
have left, it seems that the time has 
come for a more radical and action- 
oriented approach. I’m very inter- 
ested in learning about what you 
Earth First! people do. and in 
reading your newsletters and 
position-papers. I may not yet be 
ready to blow up dams, but even 
that time may come! 

* * * * 

I just finished your article in the 
October Progressive magazine. All 
I can say is: “All-Fucking-Right! 

Everybody I know— except for a 
few close friends — think my 
ramblings about wilderness are 
crazy, unrealistic. Damn, it's good 
to know there are some more people 
who believe as I do. My Xerox bill 
this month might exceed my 
paychecks, but I'm gonna send your 
article to everybody I can think of. 
Hopefully, it'll touch achord within 
at least one of them. 

I could turn this letter into a 
diatribe against all the land-raping 
scum who seem determined to 
destroy everything good and beau- 
tiful and profit from the ugly and 
venal, but ta hell with it for now. 

Enclosed is twenty dollars. . .1 
wish it was more. Please put me on 
your newsletter mailing list and 
keep me informed of what's goin' 
oil. 

* * * * 

Finally there is an organization 
that appears to be as uncompromis- 
ing in its environmental views as I 
am. I have long supported groups 
that are all too willing to com- 
promise stands and have been with- 
holding my heart and soul from the 
movement because of those 
compromises. 

Now EARTH FIRST! sounds 
like exactly what I have been 
looking for. Please send info to me 
at the address below and to my 
brother at the address below. Many 
thanks. 

* * * * 

We're up in the “sticks" of North 
Idaho near the Canadian border 
and working to save some of the last 
endangered mammals in the Rocky 
M t n s . — M o u n t a i n caribou, 
grizzlies. Canadian lynx and 
cougars. 

We heard about “Earth First!” 
from a copy of The Progressive 
article sent to us in Nashville, and 
applaud your spirit, ideas and 
approach! It is badly needed in this 
time of reckless abandon with our 
environment. 

Our spare funds are all going into 
Mountain Caribou research but I 
have enclosed a small contribution 
to help you cover the costs of 
sending us your newsletter and 
keeping us informed. Thanks! 

* * * * 

I really loved the part in the 
Pacific Sun article where the big 
bouncer cowboy type shook Watt’s 
hand, and then he told him he 
organized the protest demonstra- 
tion. I’m sure he had more than egg 
on his face, and shit in his pants. 
Keep up the good work! 

Seriously. I also see your point of 
having a vocal group that won’t 
compromise on such matters as 


concern the Earth (etc!). Every 
compromise leads to serious con- 
sequences. It is important to have 
large, influential groups (Sierra 
Club, etc.) that go in and sit with 
"establishment” types to try to 
reason with them. But they need 
you and more like you to give better 
balance. 

* * * * 

I have just read the article in 
Progressive by Dave Foreman on 
EARTH FIRST! I did read news- 
paper reports last spring about the 
Glen Canyon events and wondered 
who and what the group was. since 
it sounded as though there would be 
people in it of like mind to my own. 

As a former member of Sierra 
Club. FOE. Wilderness Society, the 
frustrations with these organ- 
izations which Dave Foreman 
described in the article struck 
home. I struggled with local groups 
of these organizations for some 
ti me to try to get them, nudge them, 
urge them to a more rooted 
(radical) analysis of the society and 
what was happening and thus to 
abandon the endless moderation 
and compromise which seemed to 
me to only blur any sharp vision of 
the world and its condition. 

* * * * 

Well, it’s about time people 
started going beyond mere words. 
I’ve been quietly subversive on 
nature’s side for years and have 
longed to unite with others who are 
equally motivated, frustrated and 
generally pissed off. There is no 
other cause these days that I can get 
into. Nothing seems worth it if the 
planet I live on is rapidly deter- 
iorating and little is being done to 
stop it. I want to fight for wilder- 
ness. It’s so hard to obtain a real 
wild experience these days but it is 
still possible if one iswillingtogoto 
the extremes. I want to keep it that 
way and am willing to go to 
whatever measure it takes. I’ve 
always been a rebel at heart. I know 
the cause I want to fight for and 
Earth First! is it. Tell me what I 
can do. I want to be involved at the 
heart of your/our battles and am 
willing to go anywhere and do 
anything to stop the destruction of 
this planet. Enclosed is twenty 
dollars in hope that Earth First! 
means business. Please keep me 
posted. 

* « * » 

In order to survive long as a 
public organization which can 
speak for the Earth First! Philo- 
sophy. Earth First! needs to avoid 
directly advocating, organizing, or 
carrying out eco-sabotage activi- 
ties which go beyond the bounds of 
guerilla theater free speech. There 
are a number of reasons for this. 
First, we think that people who are 
moved to commit eco-sabotage need 
a public apologist to explain the 
acts as arising out of the sanity 
which sees the long-term effects of 
the megateehnic juggernaut, and 
acts to oppose the suicide of our 
species and the genocide of the rest. 


Editor: Pete Dustrud 

The Earth First! Newsletter is 
published by the members of Earth 
First! and for the members of Earth 
First! eight times each year. While other 
Earth First! publications shall soon 
become available to the general public, 
the EF! Newsletter shall not. Member- 
ship dues and contributions help support 
the cost of producing this newsletter and 
other Earth First! projects. Earth First! 
irf (still) not a tax-exempt, non-profit 
organization: contributions are not tax- 
deductable. Please send all corres- 
pondence. dues, inquiries and 
complaints to EF!. Salt Lake Citv. UT 
84126. 

The entire contents of the Earth First! 
Newsletter is copyrighted. 1982. by 
Earth First.'. Salt Lake City. UT except 
for brief passages and quotations, no 
part of this publication may be 
reproduced without permission. 

Entered as Third Class Bulk mail at 
Salt Lake City. UT. 


page 2 


EARTH FIRST! Newsletter— Brig^id Edition— February 2, 1982 




MX 

Still 

Lurking 

About 

As with most everything- else, 
we’re being falsely assured that the 
MPS (Multiple Protective Shelter), 
or “shell-game” scheme for the MX 
missile is history. A lawsuit filed by 
Utah State Senators Frances 
Farley. Karl Snow and other 
Utahns against the Air Force was 
thrown out of court. The suit 
charged that Weinberger, Reagan 
and other federal scumbuckets vio- 
lated six constitutional provisions 
and 26 environmental statutes in 
allowing the Air Force to proceed 
with its MX program. Calling the 
shell-game "dead” and the issue 
moot, after Reagan’s October 6th 
announcement. Judge Bruce S. 
Jenkins, U.S. District Court for 
Utah, dismissed the suit late in 
December after several delays. The 
dismissal is an outrage. Reagan’s 
“decision” has nothing to do with 
the substantive issues of the suit. 
There will be little satisfaction in 
watching Jenkens eat his words 
after this macabre, megalithic 
death toy creeps back to stay. 

Reagan’s scheme to cram 100 MX 
missies into hardened Minuteman 
silos is merely another smoke- 
screen for further diabolical 
planning. Reagan, in fact, is 


Conspiracy to commit either mis- 
demeanors or felonies is a felony; an 
organization which hopes to pursue 
sueh eco-sabotage must be com- 
pletely underground and be 
organized in disassociated cells. 
Such an organization is suicidal if it 
holds public meetings and issues 
press statements through recog- 
nizable spokesmen. 

However, the civil rights and 
anti-war movements have estab- 
lished the precedent that free 
speech may lead to technical 
violations of law (e.g., trespassing, 
assembling without a permit, etal), 
and persecutions of groups which 
officially confine themselves to 
proselytizing are limited in vigor 
and effect. Such limits also 
immunize against agent provaca- 
teurs and informers. We would like 
to see an organization which can 
effectively explain the motives 
behind eco-sabotage and sympa- 
thize with the saboteurs without 
crossing the legal line into 
advocating and thus becoming 
legally vulnerable to respon- 
sibility for the acts. 

* » * » 

1 want to join EARTH FIRST! 
Just read Mr. Foreman’s article in 
the Progrexxi re'. 

I am a member of Sierra Club 
and FOE. but am not satisfied with 
their timid approach to “environ- 
mentalism.” 

I’m not much of an organizer, but 
if there is anything I could do for 
you down here in Kerr-McGee 
Land just let me know. 

* * * * 

Fantastic! It’s about time people 
realized that to settle for less is to 
settle for less. Earth First! Earth 
Forever! Please send me any and al I 
information regarding Earth 
First! Long live the monkey- 
wrench! 

• * * * 

I have just read your article in the 
October issue of the Progrexxi re. 
Please rush me information on 
EARTH FIRST! I need it. Many 


". . .the deeper purpose of MX is to 
build a first-strike weapon. The 
administration is not proposing a 
better, more secure system for 
second-strike retaliation, hut a 
relatirely rulnerahle first-strike 
weapon designed to threaten the 
principal Soriet retaliatory forces." 

—Townsend Hoopex 
Former Air Force Undersecretary 


required to submit to Congress 
another mobile-basing scheme by 
October 1. 1983. Pentagon madmen 
and influential Congressional 
cohorts continue to openly push for 
reconsideration of deceptive basing 
for MX. 

Meanwhile, the public is fed 
platitudes about retrofitting 
Minuteman missile silos and 
stuffing MX into these holes. “Jelly 
Brains” Reagan has ordered 100 
missiles manufactured. He plans to 
pack at least 40 into existing silos 
which will be superhardened 
against enemy attack (but no one 
yet knows how. . .) and protect the 
sites with an illegal system of Anti- 
Ball istic M issiles (ABMs) designed 
to shoot down incoming rockets 
(but no one yet knows how. . .) 

The only Strategic Arms Limita- 
tion Treaty signed by both the U.S. 
and U.S.S.R. is S.A.L.T. I (1972). 
The primary accomplishment of 
this treaty has been to ban ABMs! 
To install an MX/ABM system, the 
Pentagon will have to abbrogate 
the only existing nuclear arms 
treaty. . .and there is every indi- 
cation that the Pentagon plans to do 
just that! They are attempting to 
bury the plan’s illegality (and 



immorality) with beefed-up, 
recycled, rhetorical nonsense about 
the “Red threat” and “national 
security.” 

One of the Air Farce’s bases (in 
either Montana. Wyoming. 
Missouri. North or South Dakota)is 
slated to become the new MX 
National Park; A military boon- 
doggle designed to stuff the coffers 
of the military-industrial machine. 
How about the Black Holes of the 
Dakotas, NP? Instead of convert- 
ing the great basin into a nuke 
wastetrak, an equally absurd ABM 
system is now planned. Minuteman 
states beware! 

Boeing and certain other 
warmonger corporations lost out on 
big bucks when the MX shell-game 
was “scrapped.” Watch and see now 
if these companies don’t get the 
ABM contracts! 

Utah and Nevada wake up! The 
MX beast is not dead, it is not even 
comatose. It is being retrofitted 
with radioactive bionic arms in an 
abandoned sewer underneath the 
Pentagon. Who knows what is 
being conjured up. But whatever 
the Pentagon is telling us now is. of 
course, bunk. O 

— B.A. Badger 


RRR 

Last summer, on the Fourth of 
July, over 200 Earth First!ers and 
other eco-radicals gathered near 
Moab, Utah, for the annual Round 
River Rendezvous. Earth First! is 
planning another meet this 
summer on the Fourth of July, 
probably near Jackson, Wyoming, 
but possibly somewhere else. Those 
of you who might be interested in 
joining up with this get-together be 
sure to look for details in the Spring 
Equinox (Eostar Ritual) issue of 
this newsletter. O 



"He ashamed to die before you 
hare won sonic rietory for human- 
ity. " 

— Horace Mann 
"He ashamed to die before yon 
hare iron some rietory for Forth." 

- EARTH FIRST! 



OH, 

DAMN! 

By the time all you fans out there 
in movieland read this, EF! will 
have in it’s hot little hands an 
inspiring and professionally done 
16mm color movie of our Spring 
Equinox Cracking of Glen Canyon 
Damn. The background music is by 
Johnny Sagebrush and Ed Abbey 
offers some wonderfully spirited 
comments. A showing of the Glen 
Canyon Damn flick ought to be a 
great organizing program for local 
EF! (or other groups’) meetings. 
This movie is a hell of a tool and we 
should use it to the maximum 
extent possible. It also cost us a 
bunch of bucks and donations speci- 
ficaty to help cover the cost would 
be most appreciated (Good ol’ 
Ralph Monroe paid for the thing 
but we need to pay him back). If you 
would like to show the movie, 
contact Peter. O 


are the environmental groups I’ve 
joined — but they don’t do enough. 
I’m damn tired of settling for the 
gains we get, when we are right all 
along and deserve to win! I’m for 
you. I want to join. Let’s fight the 
bastards tooth and nail. 

* * * * 

A truly radical— to the roots— 
presence is badly needed in the 
environmental area and Earth 
First shows real promise in that 
direction. And that radical vision 
must cut through to the reality of 
the political/economic system that 
we live in such that we clearly 
understand who has power, who 
owns what, who acts for whom. 

Case in point- James Watt— ideal 
target and organizing tool that he 
is. we must not lose sight of the fact 
that his actions in oil shale, BLM, 
national parks or any other area are 
not on behalf of James Watt 
himself, but for the corporate,’ 
business/profits first, last and 
always groups and people for which 
he is but the errand boy, bootlicker, 
and point man. He acts for and 
represents the less than 10% of the 
population who own and control 60- 
70% of the wealth, the giant 
corporations whose wealth and 
power exceed that of most of the 
nations on the earth today, and 
from whose directors, lobbyists, 
and purchased politicians James 
Watt gets his marching orders. 

So the real battle is not with 
James Watt— he is well paid to take 
the flak and divert energy into a 
seeming “personality” conflict — 
but with the masters of the puppet, 
who prefer to stay out of sight as 
much as possible, pulling the 
strings and writing the scripts. 

Remember, many of these crazy, 
destructive, disastrous— but highly 
profitable— schemes such as MX, 
synfuels/oil shale, nuclear power, 
clear cutting, etc. etc. were con- 
ceived. developed, funded, or 
implemented by previous Demo- 
publican administrations. James 
Watt and Ronnie Reagan are just 
the latest, blunter, more abrasive, 
less liberal/sneaky front men for 


the programs which the 
ruling/owning corporate/ political 
powers have been developing for 
some time. 

So let’s not waste all our effort on 
James Watt— wonderful target 
that he is. without tearing aside the 
curtains to reveal the real 
puppeteers. 

* » * * 

Thanks for your article in the 
Progrexxi re. Seldom does one find a 
critical and self-critical article that 
challenges the status quo of our 
movements, many of which become 
self-serving rather than accom- 
plishing the goals. I agree that 
there has been too much emphasis 
on lobbying and building comfor- 
table careers and lifestyles instead 
of saving our environment and 
using more people-oriented grass- 
roots direct action tactics. 

I would like to get involved in a 
group that takes the environment 
more seriously than their own 
careers. 

* * * « 

1 read the article on Earth First! 
in Progress! re and it prompted me 
to respond. 

I appreciate you people main- 
taining an uncompromising con- 
cern for conservation. I have a 
tendency to feel so overwhelmed 
and outnumbered by big business 
and government, that I retreat and 
despair very passively over the 
^misuse of the environment. But 
your group has energized me and 
given me hope— I thank you. 

* * * * 

I have just read your article in the 
October 1981 issue of the 
Progrexxi re magazine and agree 
with much of what you wrote. I 
share your love of the earth and 
your radical program for its pre- 
servation. Like many other pro- 
environmentalists I am not only 
determined, but frustrated. I am 
especially frustrated in thealmost- 
aftermath of the blockade of the 
Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant 
up in San Luis Obispo, which many 


supporters either were too afraid to 
join or were unable to join. The 
media and many observers treated 
it as a “circus'” and therefore as a 
joke. Could EARTH FIRST! hold a 
better media stunt than that? 
Maybe EARTH FIRST! can help 
change people’s attitude toward 
conservation and make a 
difference. Please send me infor- 
mation about becoming a member. 
I’m ready to act. 

* * * * 


I am writing in response to your 
article in the October issue of the 
Progrexxi re — it was great! 
Although I am sympathetic and 
supportive of all pro-Earth groups. 
I am totally in agreement with you 
and your groups’ stance— every 
person on the planet should know 
and understand that the Earth is 
precious, not to be played with, and 
the caretaker of us all. Your group 
is the voice the Earth does not have. 
* * * * 

I read your article, “Earth First!” 
in the October ’81 issue of the 
Progrexxi re magazine. Very 
inspiring! 

Just last spring I was asking 
myself and the people around me, 
“Whatever happened to the ecology 
movement, Earth Days, and the 
Green Ecology flag. Where did the 
words “ecotage” and “ecotactics”go 
and where’s my copy of The Monkey 
Wrench Gang!" EARTH FIRST! 
sounds like an answer. Send me 
some more info. 

* * * * 

Your slogan, “Building chaos out 
of Anarchy for a better tomorrow”, 
is ass-backwards. Chaos is merely 
disorder. Anarchism is a system of 
social thought, aiming at funda- 
mental changes in the structure of 
society and particularly at the 
replacement of the authoritarian 
state by some form of non- 
governmental cooperation between 
free individuals. Your slogan 


should read: “Building Anarchy 
out of chaos for a better tomorrow.” 

* *. * * 

I just read about Earth First' in 
the October issue of Progressire. 
Thank the gods there is still some 
genuine morality left in this land of 
“moral” frauds and blackmailers. 
Please tell me how I can contact 
Earth First'ers in New England. 

* » * * 

I want to know more. Send me 
what you can about Earth First! I 
will gladly contribute to EF! 

One thought I had is to support 
the space program to get industrie; 
off earth and into space where it 
belongs. 

* * • * 

I don’t know who the hell put me 
on your mai 1 mg 1 ist ( wel 1, 1 have my 
suspicions) but keep it coming. I 
showed it to people I work with at 
the EPA and they promised to 
not call me a radical anymore after 
reading it. Some of us do our bit in 
quiet (sneaky) ways, but I was 
inspired to do some spray painting 
over the weekend! Thanks for 
reminding me there are still folks 
who care and therefore hope for 
this demented society. 

• * * * 

I have just read your article 
Ea ilh First!, and found it ab- 
solutely thrilling. Please put me 
down as a member; I shall do what 
little I can to spread the word. You 
give me hope in these grim days. 
Maybe I’ll even live to see the tide 
begin to turn. 

* • * * 

All I can say is that it’s about time 
the compromises were put in their 
place (alongside all the other 
environmental problems). O 


By all means, please continue 
writing to EF! newsletter, but if you 
fuixxexx a typewriter, use it. Manu- 
scripts sent to us in the form of bark 
etchings and stone tablets must first 
be translated. If it's at a II possible, be 
brief, clear and direct. 

But neatness aside, the tetters are 
great, and the E.F!er wishes to thank 
all of you who hare sent your words 
to E.F! 
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EARTH 


BY DAVE FOREMAN 

T he early conservation movement in 
the United States was a child — and no 
bastard child — of the Establishment. 
The founders of the Sieira Club, the 
Audubon Society, the Wilderness So- 
ciety, and the wildlife conservation groups 
were, as a rule, wealthy pillars of American 
society. They were an elite band — 
sportsmen of the Teddy Roosevelt variety, 
naturalists like John Burroughs, outdoors- 
men in the mold of John Muir, pioneer for- 
esters and ecologists on the order of Aldo 
Leopold, and wealthy social visionaries like 
Robert Marshall. No anarchistic Luddites 
these. 

When such groups as the Sierra Club 
grew into the politically effective force that 
blocked Echo Park Dam in 1956 and got the 
Wilderness Act passed in 1964. their mem- 
bers were likely to be physicians, mathema- 
ticians, and nuclear physicists. To be sure, 
in the 1950s and 1960s a few oddball refu- 
gees from the American mainstream joined 
the conservation outfits. But it was not until 
Earth Day in 1970 that the environmental 
movement received its first influx of real 
anti-establishment radicals as anti-war pro- 
testers found a new cause — the environ- 
ment. Suddenly, in environmental meet- 
ings beards appeared alongside crew- 
cuts — and the rhetoric quickened. 

The militancy was short-lived. Along 
with dozens of other products of the 1960s 
who went to work for conservation groups 
in the early 1970s, I discovered that a suit 
and tie gained access to regional foresters 
and members of Congress. We learned to 
moderate our opinions along with our 
dress. We heard that extremists were ig- 
nored in the councils of government, that 
the way to get a Senator to put his arm 
around your shoulders and drop a wilder- 
ness bill in the hopper was to consider the 
conflicts — mining, timber, grazing — and 
pare back the offending acreage. Of course 
we were good patriotic Americans. Of 
course we were concerned with the produc- 
tion of red meat, timber, and minerals. We 
tried to demonstrate that preserving wilder- 
ness did not conflict all that much with the 
gross national product and that clean air ac- 
tually helped the economy. We argued that 
we could have our booming industry and 
still sink oil wells in pristine areas. 

Our moderate stance appeared to pay 
off when the first avowed conservationist 
since Teddy Roosevelt took the helm at the 
White House in 1977. Suddenly our col- 
leagues — self-professed conservationists — 
occupied important and decisive positions 
in the Carter Administration. Editorials 
proclaimed that environmentalism had 
been enshrined in the Establishment, that 
conservation was here to stay. A new envi- 
ronmental ethic was at hand: Environmen- 
tal Quality and Continued Economic Prog- 
ress. 

But although we had access — indeed, 
influence — in high places, something 
seemed amiss. When the chips were down, 
conservation still lost out to industry. But 
these were our friends turning us down. We 
tried to understand the problems they faced 
in the real political world. We gave them 
the benefit of the doubt. We failed to' sue 
when we should have. . . . 

I wondered about all this on a gray day in 
January 1979. as I sat in my private 
office in the headquarters of the Wilder- 
ness Society, only three blocks from the 
White House in Washington. D.C. I had 
just returned from a news conference at the 
South Agriculture Building, where the For- 
est Service had announced a disappointing 
decision on RARE II — the second Road- 
less Area Review and Evah *ion (a twenty- 
month exercise by the Fores Service to de- 
termine which National Forest lands should 
be protected in their natural condition). 

As I loosened my tie. propped my cow- 
boy boots up on my desk, and popped the 
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top to another Stroh's, I thought about 
RARE II and why it had gone so wrong. 
Jimmy Carter, supposedly a great friend of 
wilderness, was President. Dr. M. Rupert 
Cutler, a former assistant executive direc- 
tor of the Wilderness Society, was assistant 
secretary of agriculture over the Forest 
Service and had conceived the RARE II 
program. But we had lost to the timber, 
mining, and cattle interests on every point. 
Of sixty million acres still roadless and un- 
developed in the 220 million acres of Na- 
tional Forests, the Department of Agricul- 
ture was recommending only fifteen million 
for wilderness protection from road build- 
ing and timber cutting. 

Moreover, damn it. we — the conserva- 
tionists — had been moderate. The anti- 
environmental side had been extreme, radi- 
cal, emotional. Their arguments had been 
easily shot full of holes. We had been fac- 
tual, rational. We had provided more — and 
better — serious public comment. But we 
had lost. And now we were worried that 
some local wilderness group might go off 
the reservation and sue the Forest Service 
over the clearly inadequate environmental 
impact statement for RARE II. We didn't 
want a suit — because we knew we could win 
and were afraid of the political conse- 
quences of such a victory. We might make 
some powerful Senators and Representa- 
tives angry. So those of us in Washington 
were plotting on how to keep the grass roots 
in line. But. vaguely, something seemed 
wrong to me. 

After RARE II. I left my position as is- 
sues coordinator for the Wilderness Society 
in Washington to return to New Mexico and 
my old job as the Society's Southwest repre- 
sentative. I was particularly concerned with 
the overgrazing on the 180 million acres of 
public lands in the West managed by the 
Department of Interior's Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). For years, these 
lands — rich in wildlife, scenic, recreational, 
and wilderness values — had been the pri- 
vate preserve of stockgrowers in the West. 
BLM had done little to manage national 
lands or-to control the serious overgrazing 
that was sending millions of tons of topsoil 
down the Colorado. Rio Grande, and other 
rivers; wiping out wildlife habitat, and gen- 
erally beating the land to hell. 

Prodded by a Natural Resources De- 
fense Council suit. BLM began to try to get 
a handle on the overgrazing problem 
through a series of environmental impact 
statements. These confirmed that most 
BLM lands were seriously overgrazed and 
recommended cuts in animal numbers. But 
after the expected outcry from the few 
thousand ranchers leasing BLM land and 
their political cronies in Congress and state 
capitals. BLM backtracked so quickly that a 
fair number of knees must have been dislo- 
cated. Why were BLM and the Department 
of Interior so gutless? 

While that question gnawed at my in- 
nards. I was growing increasingly disturbed 
about the trends in the conservation organi- 
zations themselves. When I had originally 
gone to work for the Wilderness Society in 
1973. the way to get a job with a conserva- 
tion group was to prove yourself first as a 
volunteer. It helped to have the right aca- 
demic background, but experience as a ca- 
pable grass-roots conservation activist was 
more important. 

We realized that we would not receive 
the salary we could earn in government or 
private industry but we didn't expect it. We 
were working for nonprofit groups funded 
by the contributions of concerned people. 
Give us enough to keep food on the table, 
pay rent, buy a six-pack — we didn't want to 
get rich. But a change occurred after the 
mid-1970s. Now young people seeking to 
work for conservation groups were career- 
oriented. they had relevant degrees (sci- 
ence. law — not history or English), they 


saw jobs in environmental organizations in 
the same light as jobs in government or in- 
dustry. One was a stepping stone to an- 
other. more powerful position later on. 
They were less part of a cause and more part 
of a profession. 

A gulf began to grow between staff and 
volunteers. We also began to squabble over 
salaries. We were no longer content to be 
paid subsistence, and the figures in our sala- 
ries chalked up our status in the movement. 
Perrier and brie replaced Bud and beans. 

Within the Wilderness Society. Celia 
Hunter, prominent Alaskan conservation- 
ist and outfitter. World War II pilot, and 
feminist, had been executive director while 
I was in Washington. Celia instituted staff 
discussions, democratic decision-making, 
more equitable salaries, and emphasis on 
results instead of flash. But the governing 
council of the Society, controlled by retired 
Federal bureaucrats, was not sympathetic: 
the council preferred a hierarchy domi- 
nated by a strong male figure (there was a 
definite undercurrent of sexism in the strug- 
gle). 

The council found this strong male figure 
in Bill Turnage. an eager young business- 
man who had made his mark by marketing 
Ansel Adams. Turnage took over as execu- 
tive director late in 1978. and within two 
years he had replaced virtually all those on 
the staff under Celia with professional orga- 
nization people. The clique running things 
on the governing council also moved to 
bring millionaires with a vague environ- 
mental interest onto the council. We were, 
it seemed to some of us. becoming indistin- 
guishable from those we were ostensibly 
fighting. 

I resigned my position in June 1980. 

B ut what of the rest of the movement? 
Were there any radicals anvwhere? 
Anyone to take the hard stands? 
Sadly, no. The national groups — 
Sierra Club. Friends of the Earth. 
Audubon Society. Wilderness Society, and 
the rest — took almost identical middle-of- 
the-road positions on most issues. And then 
those half-a-loaf demands were readily 
compromised further. The top conserva- 
tion staffs of these groups fretted about 
keeping local conservationists (and some of 
their field staffs) in line, keeping them from 
becoming extreme or unreasonable, keep- 
ing them from blowing moderate national 
strategy on a variety of issues. 

For years I was a strong advocate of this 
approach. We could. 1 believed, gain more 
wilderness by a moderate tack, we would 
stir up less opposition by keeping a low 
profile. We could inculcate conservation in 
the Establishment by using rational, eco- 
nomic arguments. The last thing we needed 
was somebody running amok. We needed 
to present a solid front. We all had to be on 
the same bandwagon. Even Friends of the 
Earth, which had started out to be the radi- 
cal among us back in the heady Earth Day- 
era. had gravitated to the center and. as a 
rule, was a comfortable member of the in- 
formal coalition of environmental organiza- 
tions. 

A major crack in my personal modera- 
tion appeared early in 1979. when I re- 
turned from Washington to the small ranch- 
ing community of Glenwood. New Mexico. 

I had lived there earlier for six years and . al- 
though a known conservationist, was fairlv 
well accepted. Shortly after my return. The 
New York Times published an article on 
RARE II. with the Gila National Forest 
around Glenwood as chief exhibit. To my 
amazement, the article included a quote 
from a rancher, whom I considered to be a 
friend, threatening my life because of wil- 
derness lockups! A couple of days later I 
was accosted on the street by four men. one 
of whom ran the town cafe at which I had 
eaten many a fried steak. They threatened 
my life because of RARE II. 

I was not afraid, but I was irritated — and 
surprised. I had been a leading moderate 
among New Mexico conservationists. I had 
successfully convinced them to propose 
fewer RARE II areas on the Gila National 
Forest as wilderness. What had backfired? 1 
thought again about the different ap- 
proaches to RARE II: the moderate, sub- 


dued one advanced bv the major conserva- 
tion groups: the howling, impassioned, 
extreme stand set forth by off-road-vehicle 
zealots, many ranchers, local boosters, log- 
gers. and miners. They looked like fools. 
We looked like statesmen. Who won? They 
did. 

The last straw fell last Fourth of July in 
Moab. Utah. There the local county com- 
mission sent a flag-flying bulldozer into an 
area the Bureau of Land Management had 
identified as a possible study area for wil- 
derness review. The bulldozer incursion 
was to be an opening salvo for the so-called 
Sagebrush Rebellion, a move by chambers 
of commerce, ranchers, and right-wing fa- 
natics in the West to claim all Federal public 
lands for the states and eventual transfer to 
private hands. The Rebellion was clearly an 
extremist effort, lacking the support of even 
many conservative members of Congress in 
the West. But BLM was afraid to stop the 
county commission. 

“What have we really accomplished?" I 
thought. “Are we any better off as far as 
saving the Earth now than we were ten 
years ago?" I ticked off the real problems: 
world population growth, destruction of 
tropical forests, expanding slaughter of Af- 
rican wildlife, oil pollution of the ocean 
acid rain, carbon dioxide buildup in the at- 
mosphere. spreading deserts on every con- 
tinent. destruction of native peoples and 
the imposition of one world culture (Euro- 
pean), plans to carve up Antarctica, deep 
seabed mining, nuclear proliferation, re- 
combinant DNA research, toxic wastes. . . . 
It was staggering. And I feared we had done 
nothing to reverse the tide. Indeed, it had 
accelerated. 

And then: Ronald Reagan. James 
“Rape'n'Ruin" Watt is Secretary of the In- 
terior. The Forest Service is Louisiana- 
Pacific'S. Interior is Exxon's. The Environ- 
mental Protection Agency is Dow's. 
Already, the Reagan Administration and 
the Republican Senate talk of gutting the 
gutless Alaska Lands Bill. The Clean Air 
Act, up for renewal, faces a Government 
more interested in corporate black.ink than 
human lungs. The lands of the Bureau of 
Land Management appear to our Interior 
Department obscenely naked without the 
garb of oil wells. Meanwhile, the Agricul- 
ture Department will direct the Forest Serv- 
ice in ridding the National Forests of those 
disgustingly decadent and diseased old- 
growth trees. The cowboys have the grazing 
lands and God help the hiker, coyote, or 
blade of grass that gets in their way. 

Maybe — some of us began to feel, even 
before Reagan's election — it was time for a 
new joker in the deck: a militant, uncom- 
promising group unafraid to say what 
needed to be said or to back it up with 
stronger actions than the established orga- 
nizations were willing to take .This idea had 
been kicking around for a couple of years: 
finally last year several of us (including, 
among others, Susan Morgan, formerly ed- 
ucational director for the Wilderness Soci- 
ety: Howie Wolke. former Wyoming rep- 
resentative for Friends of the Earth: Bart 
Koehler, former Wyoming representative 
for the Wilderness Society, and myself) de- 
cided that the time for talk was past. We 
formed a new national group. EARTH 
FIRST! We set out to be radical in style, po- 
sitions. philosophy, and organization in or- 
der to be effective and to avoid the pitfalls 
of co-option and moderation which we had 
already experienced. 

W hat, we asked ourselves as we sat 
around a campfire in the Wyo- 
ming mountains, were the ad- 
vantages. the reasons for envi- 
ronmental radicalism? 

1 To state honestly the views held by 
many conservationists. 

H To demonstrate that the Sierra Club 
and its allies were raging moderates, be- 
lievers in the system, and to refute the 
Reagan/Watt contention that they were 
“extremist environmentalists.” 

*1 To balance such anti-environmental 
radicals as the Grand County commission 
and provide a broader spectrum of view- 
points. 

? To return some vigor, joy. and enthusi- 
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asm to the allegedly tired environmental 
movement. 

*! To keep the established groups honest. 
By stating a pure, non-compromise pro- 
Earth position, we felt EARTH FIRST! 
could help keep the other groups from 
straying too far from their philosophical 
base. 

H To give an outlet to many hard-line 
conservationists who were no longer active 
because of disenchantment with compro- 
mise politics and the co-option of environ- 
mental organizations. 

1 To provide a productive fringe since it 
seems that ideas, creativity, and energy 
spring up on the fringe and later spread into 
the middle. 

I To inspire others to carry out activities 
straight from the pages of The Monkey 
Wrench Gang even though EARTH 
FIRST!, we agreed, would itself be ostensi- 
bly law-abiding. 

II To question the system: to help de- 
velop a new world view, a biocentric para- 
digm, an Earth philosophy. To fight, with 
uncompromising passion, for Mother 
Earth. 

The name — EARTH FIRST! — was cho- 
sen deliberately because it succinctly 
summed up the one thing on which we could 
all agree: That in any decision, consider- 
ation for the health of the Earth must come 
first, or. as Aldo Leopold said. “A thing is 
right when it tends to preserve the integrity, 
stability, and beauty of the biotic commu- 
nity. It is wrong when it tends otherwise." 

In a true Earth-radical group, concern 
for wilderness preservation must be the 
keystone. The idea of wilderness, after all, 
is the most radical in human thought — more 
radical than Paine, than Marx, than Mao. 
Wilderness says: Human beings are not 
dominant. Earth is not for Homo sapiens 
alone, human life is but one life form on the 
planet and has no right to take exclusive 
possession. Yes. wilderness for its own 
sake, without any need to justify it for hu- 
man benefit. Wilderness for wilderness. For 
grizzlies and whales and titmice and rattle- 
snakes and stink bugs. And . . . wilderness 
for human beings. Because it is the labora- 
tory of three million years of human evolu- 
tion — and because it is home. 

It is not enough to protect our few re-* 
maining bits of wilderness. The only hope 
for Earth (and humanity for that matter) is 
to withdraw huge areas as inviolate natural 
sanctuaries from the depredations of mod- 
ern industry and technology. Keep Cleve- 
land, Los Angeles. Contain them. Try to 
make them habitable. But identify areas — 
big areas — that can be restored to a sem- 
blance of natural conditions, reintroduce 
the griz and wolf and prairie grasses, and 
declare them off limits to modern civiliza- 
tion. 

In the United States pick an area for 
each of our major ecosystems and recreate 
the American wilderness — not in little 
pieces of a thousand acres but in chunks of a 
million or ten million. Move out the people 
and cars. Reclaim the roads and plowed 
land. It is not enough any longer to say no 
more dams on our wild rivers. We must be- 
gin tearing down some dams already built — 
beginning with Glen Canyon. Hetch Hetchy. 
Tellico. and New Melones — and freeing 
shackled rivers. 

This emphasis on wilderness is not to ig- 
nore other enviromental issues or to aban- 
don the people who suffer because of them. 
In the United States blacks and Chicanos of 
the inner cities are the ones most affected 
by air and water pollution, the ones most 
trapped by the unnatural confines of urban- 
ity. So we decided that not only should eco- 
militants be concerned with these human 
environmental problems: we should also 
make common ground with other progres- 
sive elements of society whenever possible. 

Obviously, for a group more committed 
to Gila monsters and mountain lions than to 
people, there will not be a total alliance 
with the other social movements. But there 
are issues where Earth radicals can cooper- 
ate with feminist. Indian rights, anti-nuke, 
peace, civil rights, and civil liberties groups. 
The inherent conservatism of the conserva- 
tion community has made it wary of snug- 


gling too close to these questionable (in 
their minds) leftist organizations. We 
hoped that the way might be paved for bet- 
ter cooperation from the entire conserva- 
tion movement. 

We believed that new tactics were 
needed — something more than comment- 
ing on dreary environmental impact state- 
ments and writing letters to members of 
Congress. Politics in the streets. Civil dis- 
obedience. Media stunts. Holding the vil- 
lains up to ridicule. Using music to charge 
the cause. ' 

Action is the key. Action is more impor- 
tant than philosophical hair-splitting or 
endless refining of dogma (for which radi- 
cals are so well known). Let our actions set 
the finer points of our philosophy. And let 
us recognize that diversity is not only the 
spice of life, it is also the strength. All that 
would be required to join us. we decided, 
was a belief in Earth first. Apart from that. 
EARTH FIRST! would be big enough to 
contain street poets and cowboy bar 
bouncers, agnostics and pagans, vegetar- 
ians and raw steak eaters, pacifists and 
those who think that turning the other 
cheek is a good way to get a sore face. 

Radicals frequently verge toward a 
righteous seriousness. But we felt that if we 
couldn't laugh at ourselves we would be 
merely another bunch of dangerous fanatics 
who should be locked up (like the oil com- 
panies). Not only does humor preserve in- 
dividual and group sanity, it retards hubris, 
a major cause of environmental rape, and it 
is also an effective weapon. Additionally, 
fire, passion, courage, and emotionalism 
are called for. We have been too reason- 
able, too calm, too understanding. It's time 
to get angry, to cry. to let rage flow at what 
the human cancer is doing to Mother Earth, 
to be uncompromising. For EARTH 
FIRST! it is all or nothing. Win or lose. No 
truce or cease fire. No surrender. No parti- 
tioning of the territory. 

Ever since the Earth goddesses of an- 
cient Greece were supplanted bv the macho 
Olvmpians. repression of women and Earth 


has gone hand in hand v ith imperial organi- 
zation. EARTH FIRST! decided to be non- 
organizational: no officers, no bylaws or 
constitution, no incorporation, no tax 
status; just a collection of women and men 
committed to the Earth. At the turn of the 
century William Graham Sumner wrote a 
famous essay entitled “The Conquest of 
the United States by Spain." His thesis was 
that Spain had ultimately won the Spanish- 
American War because the United States 
took on the imperialism and totalitarianism 
of Spain as a result. We felt that if we took 
on the organization of the industrial state, 
we would soon accept their anthropocentric 
paradigm (much as Audubon and the Sierra 
Club already had). 

In keeping with that view. EARTH 
FIRST! took the shape of a circle, a group 
of thirteen women and men around the 
country who more or less direct the move- 
ment, and a collection of regional contacts. 
We also have local affiliates (so far in 
Alaska. Montana. Wyoming. Colorado. 
Arizona. New Mexico. Utah. Arkansas. 
Maine, and Virginia). We publish a news- 
letter eight times a year and are developing 
position papers on a range of issues from 
automobiles to overgrazing. We also send 
out press releases. Membership is free, al- 
though we do encourage members to kick in 
ten bucks or more, if they can afford it. to 
help with expenses. We have not sought any 
grants or funding with strings attached, nor 
do we plan to have paid staff (although we 
hope to have field organizers receiving ex- 
penses in the tradition of the Wobblies). 

And. when we are inspired, we ad. 

M assive, powerful, like some creation 
of Darth Vader's. Glen Canyon 
Dam squats in the canyon of the 
Colorado River on the Arizona- 
Utah border and backs the cold 
dead waters of Lake Powell some 180 miles 
upstream, drowning the most awesome and 
magical canyon on Earth. More than any 
other single entity .Glen Canyon Dam is the 
symbol of the destruction of wilderness, of 


the technological rape of the West. The 
finest fantasy of eco-warriors in the West is 
the destruction of the dam and the libera- 
tion of the Colorado. So it was only proper 
that on March 21, 1981— on the Spring 
Equinox, the traditional time of rebirth — 
EARTH FIRST! held its first national gath- 
ering at Glen Canyon Dam. 

On that morning, seventy-five members 
of EARTH FIRST! lined the walkway of 
the Colorado River Bridge 700 feet above 
the once free river and watched five compa- 
triots busy at work with an awkward black 
bundle on the massive dam just upstream. 
Those on the bridge carried placards read- 
ing "Damn Watt. Not Rivers." "Free the 
Colorado." and "Let It Flow." The four 
men and one woman on the dam attached 
ropes to a grill on the dam, shouted out 
“Earth first!" and let 300 feet of black plas- 
tic unfurl down the side of the dam. creating 
the impression of a growing crack. Those on 
the bridge returned the cheer. 

A few minutes later. Edward Abbey, au- 
thor of The Monkey Wrench Gang, a novel 
of environmental sabotage in the South- 
west, told the protesters of the "green and 
living wilderness" that was Glen Canyon 
only nineteen years ago: 

“And they took it away from us. The 
politicians of Arizona. Utah. New Mexico, 
and Colorado, in cahoots with the land de- 
velopers. city developers, industrial devel- 
opers of the Southwest, stole this treasure 
from us in order to. pursue and promote 
their crackpot ideology of growth, profit, 
and power — growth for the sake of power, 
power for the sake of gfowth." 

Speaking toward the future. Abbey of- 
fered this advice: "Oppose. Oppose the de- 
struction of our homeland by these alien 
forces from Houston. Tokyo. Manhattan. 
Washington. D.C.. and the Pentagon. And 
if opposition is not enough, we must resist. 
And if resistance is not enough, then sub- 
vert." 

Abbey than launched a nationwide peti- 
tion campaign demanding the dismantling 
of Glen Canyon Dam. Hardly had he 
finished speaking when Park Service police 
and Coconino County sheriff's deputies 
arrived on the scene. While they questioned 
the organizers of the illegal assembly and 
tried to disperse it, outlaw country singer 
Johnny Sagebrush led the demonstrators in 
song for another twenty minutes. 

The Glen Canyon Dam caper brought 
EARTH FIRST! an unexpected degree of 
media attention. Membership in our group 
has spiraled to more than a thousand with 
members from Maine to Hawaii. Even the 
Government is interested — according to re- 
liable reports, the FBI dusted the entire 
Glen Canyon Dam crack for fingerprints! 

Last Fourth of July more than 200 
EARTH FIRSTiers gathered in Moab, 
Utah, for the first Sagebrush Patriot Rally 
to express support for Federal public lands 
and to send a message to anti-Earth fanatics 
that there are Americans who are patriotic 
about their wilderness. 

When a few of us kicked off EARTH 
FIRST! we sensed a growing environmental 
radicalism in the country but we did not ex- 
pect the response we have received. Maybe 
EARTH FIRST! is in the right place at the 
right time . T om T umer, editor of Friends of 
the Earth's Not Man Apart, recently wrote 
to us to say: 

"Russ Train once said, ‘Thank God for 
Dave Brower — he makes it so easy for the 
rest of us to appear reasonable." Youze guys 
are about to make Dave Brower look rea- 
sonable. and more power to you!" 

The cynical may smirk. “But what can 
you really accomplish? How can you fight 
Exxon, Coors, David Rockefeller. Japan, 
and the other great corporate giants of the 
Earth? How. indeed, can you fight the dom- 
inant dogmas of Western Civilization?" 

Perhaps it is a hopeless quest. But is that 
relevant? Is that important? No, what is im- 
portant is that one who loves Earth can do 
no less. Maybe a species will be saved or a 
forest will go uncut or a dam will be tom 
down. Maybe not. A monkey wrench 
thrown into the gears of the machine may 
not stop it. But it might delay it. Make it cost 
more. And it feels good to put it there. Ml 
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EAR™ ECO-TACTICS Column 

rlnol I 


The following; column on “eco- 
tactics” is a regular collection of 
real or imagined reports and 
ideas concerning actions which 
have or could have been taken in 
defense of the Earth. This 
column is not intended to serve as 
an advocate for any of the “eco- 
tactics" printed herein. Earth 
First! as an organization does not 
support or condone illegal or 
violent activities. What an in- 


A Cure for Those ORV Blues 
Sick and tired of those knobby 
tire tracks defiling your favorite 
wilderness? A sure cure for those 
ORV blues can be engineered with 
a sledghammer and assorted 
lengths of rebar, lead pipe, and 
steel fence posts. (Dam construc- 
tion sites provide a ready source of 
such material.) Merely drive the 
steel objects several feet into the 
ground at well concealed spots 
along ORV access routes, leaving 
just enough exposed to pass under 
the bumper of a jacked-up 4x4. The 
next motor-crazed fool acting out 
the latest Jeep commercial by 
splashing through streams and 
across desert shrubs will find oil 
pan and undercarriage violated by 
your cunningly-laid snare. 

All Right! 

It’s time to go for the jugular. 

Coors gave us Watt, right? 
Now let’s give Coors the finger. 

A nationwide 
Save-The-Environment-By 
Boycotting-Coors Campaign 
Let’s start with bumperstickers 
and posters. 

“Love the Wilderness? 

Boycott Coors” 

“Love the Environment? 

Boycott Coors" 

Coors gave ns Watt 
And Watt Gave Us Dirty Air, 
Fowled Water. . . ” 

It can start with you. Each time 
you see a friend (or enemy) 
drinking Coors, remind them that 
Coors gave us James ‘Rape and 
Run’ Watt, Annie ‘Dirty Air” 
Gorsuch, and Bob ‘Dig ’em up and 
Chop ’em down’ Burford. 

We can do it. An article in the 
July Denver magazine reveals that 
Coors is in a shaky position. A 
nationwide boycott could do ’em in! 

BOYCOTT COORS AND SAVE 
THE ENVIRONMENT! Besides, 
it’s no loss to real beer drinkers. The 
stuff is terrible, probably the 
worst beer being made in the 
country. And remember, Coors’ 
neighbor to the north is Rocky Flats 
nuclear weapons plant. Like a little 
plutonium in your brew? GO FOR 
THE GUSTO! 

— From Gandolf of Golden 
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dividual does autonomously is his 
or her own business. 

This newsletter, however, is 
the voice of the people who 
support it. We believe in the free 
exchange of information and 
ideas. If a person carries 

out a passionate act in defense of 
Mother Earth, it isn’t because he 
or she read about it here. We are 
free individuals, not sheep. 


1 am writing to amplify on the 
ecotactic of spiking which was 
discussed in the Yule edition of the 
newsletter. 

Spiking consists of driving nails 
in standing trees to combat efforts 
to log a forest and saw lumber from 
its trees. 

As a reluctant, but temporary, 
forest industry employee (logger), I 
am convinced the tactic could be 
used successfully to prevent 
logging of choice tracts that should 
be preserved. 

The secret would be to randomly 
drive several nails or spikes in each 
tree selected, including several at 
angles near the level where they are 
likely to be pierced by the chain- 
saws. 

If a thorough job were done and 
perhaps an anonymous public 
announcement made, bidding on 
some tracts might be discouraged 
and the forests thus preserved. 
Even if bidding proceeded, actual 
logging operations might be short- 
lived. 

Quietly spiking some stands 
several years in advance of 
potential cutting is a method that 
might also do the job and give the 
eco-saboteur more protection 
against being apprehended. 

Large headless or finishing nails 
driven where a chainsaw is certain 
to cut will create great havoc and 
much cussing. Home cut pieces of 
small diameter rebar might do the 
same job while offering lower cost 
and longer lengths. 

I’ve frequently considered the 
tactic and am glad to hear it is in 
use elsewhere. 

My name is being withheld for 
obvious reasons, but I hope you’ll 
print this message. 

Resist, my friends, resist. 

Leafletting: Yes, actually 
getting out there and mingling and 
putting one’s ego, and possibly 
teeth and nose, on the line. When 
some worthy issue comes along, 
print up pamphlets and give them 
out and engage people in active 
discussion. This has been one of the 
prime tactics of radicals ever since 
the invention of the printing press. 

Guerilla Mail: It has been 
rumoured that some ecologists 


(801) 377-2367 


mailed copies of the book Tofu Goes 
West to various leaders of the Sage- 
brush Rebellion and other known 
overgrazers at the height of their 
predations. Tofu Goes WW is a book 
of tofu recipes. Its brilliantly illus- 
trated cover shows a giant hand 
coming down from the clouds 
bearing an enormous carton of tofu, 
scattering amazed cowboys and 
their mounts. The message is clear. 
Also, this particular guerilla 
mailing was timed to coincide with 
relatively low beef prices. . .the 
literary equivalent of Chinese 
water torture. Very nasty and 
effective! 

21 Chainsaw Salute Greets Watt 

in Alaska 

During a mid-August swing 
through Alaska, Interior Secre- 
tary Watt was wined and dined by 
the Chamber of Comerce and other 
developers in Anchorage and Fair- 
banks. However “NO OIL 
WELLS” was the message Watt 
received from native villagers. 
Eskimos in the Bristol Bay region 
presented the Secretary with 
smoked salmon as they voiced oppo- 
sition to the policies which would 
destroy their livelihood. Else- 
where, anti-Watt protesters 
gathered in the streets at Watt’s 
public appearances, but the crown- 
ing moment came in Juneau. 
There, a 21-chainsaw salute rever- 
berated at a “Dump Watt” rally 
outside the Secretary’s final 
appearance in the state. Watt 
reportedly admired the originality 
of this protest. One wonders how he 
will feel if he faces “revving” 
chainsaws at every stop through- 
out the nation. With a little 
dedication on our part, Watt may 
soon be cringing at the sight of an 
uncased McCulloch. 


A timely epitaph: "What event 
likely to oeeuv in the lUXO's will our 
deseendents most regret, even those 
living a thousand years from now? 
My opinion is not conventional. . . 
the worst thing that ran happen. . . is 
not energy depletion, economic 
vt ill apse, limited nuclear war. or 
conquest by a totalitarian govern- 
ment. Ax terrible as these catas- 
tropliies would be fonts, they can be 
repaired within a few generations. 
The one process ongoing in the WHO's 
that will take millions of years to 
correct is the loss of genetic and 
species diversity by the destruction 
of natural habitats. This is the folly 
(for wli ielt) our deseevdents are least 
likely to forgive us." 

— (E.O. Wilson. 1980) 
"Why is it that destroying man's 
greatest creations, such as works of 
art, is considered criminal, while 
destroying nature's greatest 
creations is considered ob-jectiv e. or 
balanced or practical?'' 

—Elizabeth Smith, spokeswoman 
Bob Marshall Alliance 


Salt Lake City, UT: Pete Dustrud, 
POB 26221, SLC, UT 84126 
(801) 359-5250 (Day or night) 

Yellow Springs and Cleveland, 

OH: Rik Thuesen, Antioch, Yellow 
Springs, OH 45387, or: 8483 
Whitewood, Brecksville, OH 
44141 

Rochester, NY: Joe Union, 189 
Union St. Rochester, NY 14605 

' (716)325-6161 

Albuquerque, NM: Neil Cobb, 314 
Wellesley, SE, Albuquerque, 
NM (505)266-1821 

Telluride, CO: Art Goodtimes. 
POB 1008, Telluride. CO 84435 

Troy, NY: Ralph Meima, 251 
Liberty St. Troy, NY 12180 
(518)272-2496 


Regional Contacts, Continued from Page 


If you find no regional contact for 
your area in the list below, you 
might consider becoming a contact 
yourself. If so, write us a letter and 
we’ll list you in the next issue of this 
newsletter. 

Current local groups and/or 
contacts for Earth First!: 
MAINE: Gary Lawless, POB 186, 
Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 

VIRGINIA: Paul Bratton, Judy 
Price, POB 111A, Deerfield, VA 
24432 

NEW JERSEY: Bob Ludd, 246 
Fawn Ridge, Mountainside, NJ 
07092 

(201) 233-7656 (N), 624-7446 (D) 
Missoula: Tony Moore, 316 East 

Snnipp U9. Misfiniiln MT 


Durango: Steve Rauworth, 8593 
Hwy 172, Ignacio, CO 81137 
(303) 884-9864 

Jackson, WY: Howie Wolke, POB 
2348, Jackson, WY 83001 

KANSAS: Neil Schanker. 1221 
Thurston, Manhattan, KS 66502 
(913) 532-5866 

Fairfax, CA: Tim Jeffries, 22 
Claus Circle, Fairfax. CA 
(415) 456-7433 

Sante Fe, NM: Tom Callahan, 815 
Dunlap St, Sante Fe, NM 87501 
(505) 988-1382 

Portland, OR: Eileen Key, 4815 
N.E. Flanders. Portland, OR 
97213 (503)236-7308 

Provo, UT: Ken Winteh. 1101 Elm 
Ave, Provo. UT 84601 


OTHER WORDS. . . 


Starting next issue. Art 
Goodtimes will be editing one page 
of this newsletter which shall be 
devoted to poems, songs, limericks, 
and whatever else he can squeeze 

O sister 

O grand Mother 
O moon 

Drawn the seed from me 

That I may bleed 

Bring me again into the circle 

Return me to your rhythms 

And enclose me in your arms 

O grandmother moon 

Your turnings are the circle of life 

Are my turnings 

The way of all creation 

Bring me again into the circle 

£ Ellen Gellert 

LITTLE MISS MUFFET 
by Ban! Dehn 
Little Miss Mnffet 
Crouched on a tuffet 
Collecting her shell-shocked wits. 
There dropped (from a glider) 

An H-bomb beside her — 

Wh irli frightened Miss Mnffet to bits 

Song of the Sky Loom 

O our Mother the Eaiili, 

O our Father the Sky. 

Your children are we, and with 
tired hacks 

We bring you gifts you Dive. 

Then weave for us a garment of 
brightness. 

May the warp be the white light of 
morning. 

May the weft be the red light of 
evening. 

May the fringes be the falling rain. 
May the border be the standing 
ra i nbow. 

This weave for us a garment of 
brightness. 

That we may walk fittingly when • 
birds sing. 

That we may walk fittingly where 
grass is green. 

O our Mother the Earth 
O our Father the Sky. 

£ Unknown 


in. Submissions to Art’s page 
should be mailed to him: Artful 
Goodtimes, Box 1008, Telluride, 
CO 81435. 


An environmentalist lady from 
Utah 

Passed a strip mine on her motor 
seootali 

She said with a grin 
An she tossed the bomb in 
"Take that you dirty pollutali - 

£ Unknown 
O Columbia! 

Fouled by wastes from towns, 
factories and reactors, 
silted by erosion from farms and 
ravaged forests. 

barred by dams, spanned by 
bridges, 

No more a shining stream rushing 
through gorges, 

filling canyons, flooding low plains; 
now. like a bloated, fettered python, 
tying sick beneath the sun." 

O ancient river, mighty pulsing life 
blood of the land! 

Starting from the heartland, 
sweeping through the bodyland. 
building and reshaping bone and 
in usele. 

keeping banks fresh and clean; 
may you someday burst your fetters, 
purge pollution and regain your 
freedom. 

Let water from ten thousand springs 
and streams 

winding down from mountain 
heights 

welling up from prairie flatlands. 
run five and clear its natural course 
again. 

£ by E.W.. Washington 

The smell of the full moon 
swelling the waters of your body 
This moment of fullness 
Tile dance between sun and moon 
A nd the sense of tides under the skin 
£ Ellen Gellert 


RE-CREATING. . . 


The heart and soul of EARTH 
FIRST! philosophy is that the 
human race resembles a cancer, 
which is rapidly devastating the 
Earth and Her community of life, 
and leading toward a massive eco- 
logical breakdown. The only hope 
for Earth, Her myriad life forms, 
and humankind, for that matter, is 
to declare vast areas of the Earth’s 
surface off-limits to human tech- 
nology and habitation. Towards 
that end. EF! had developed a draft 
list of Wilderness Preserves in the 
United States (see the Yule News- 
letter for details). We also plan to 
propose international Wilderness 
Preserves (Baja, California: 
Australian Outback: Sahara 
Desert: Canadian Arctic; Amazon 
Basin, etc.). But we want to do morb 
than merely draw up a list for our 
own amusement. We want to 
seriously advocate this expanded 
idea of natural area preservation. 
And we need your help in the 
following ways: 

• A coordinator for our Preserve 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

If you find "Forwarding or' 
Return Postage Guaranteed" 
stamped on your EF! Newsletter, 
it means we have listed you as a 
paid EF! member, in which ease 
we roundly welcome you to 
EARTH FIRST! 

If you have received this 
newsletter and you have yet to 
pay the $10. please do so soon. 
Starting next issue, only paid-up 
EF!ers will receive this publi- 
cation. 


project (preferably a biologist). 

• Additional suggestions and re- 
finements for Preserves in the 
United States. 

• Suggestions for Preserves world- 
wide. 

• Individuals or groups to adopt 
particular Preserves and develop 
maps showing boundaries, and 
written reports. 

• In addition to the Preserves. 
EF.'ers should become involved in 
state RARE II bills and the BLM 
WSA process and propose larger 
Wilderness Areas than those 
supported by the Sierra Club and 
other moderate groups (for 
example, if there is a cluster of 
BLM WSAs in an area, recommend 
that the “roads” dividing the units 
be closed and one large Wilderness 
be designated. We will have more 
details on the BLM WSA program 
and RARE II bills in the next 
newsletter. 



Moving? third class bulk mail is 
about hall as c.epcnsi vc fav ns to mail 
as Jirst class, hut very c.cpcnsi re 
with pan! members’ Newsletters on 
which tve mark "Forirartling or 
echini postage guaranteed." So to 
eliminate what canltl be a disaster- 
oils e.rpeuse. please send ns your 
change of add ress ASAP. 
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Fundraiser 

Hike 

This Spring, from May 1-May 8. 
Earth First! will be conducting 
a fundraising gonzo hike into the 
Maze district of C’anyonlands 
National Park of Monkey Wrench 
fame. It's the most spectacular and 
isolated area of all of Southern 
Utah's fabled slickrock canyon 
country. The Maze is accessible by 
eighty miles of four-wheel drive 
road down the switchbacks of the 
Flint Trail to the end of the road in 
The Doll House, above Spanish 
Bottom. From here we could split 
the trip into two segments: first, 
hike throught Ernie’s Country 
towards The Fins section. The Fins 
is a marvelously little-used section 
of the Maze that abounds in a 
narrow meandering canyons, 
arches, rock art and boasts a 
permanent source of water. From 
here, side trips could be taken over 
to the Colorado River above the 
Cataract Canyon and all through 
the numerous fins and fissures and 
narrow grottoes. 

After three or four days we’ll 
hike back out to the Doll House to 
BEER stashed in the vehicles and 
prepare for a descent into the 
MAZE. The Maze is a marvelously 
convoluted landscape of twisting 
canyons draining down to the 
Green River above the Confluence. 

While we’ll certainly want to visit 
the main north and south canyons 
of the Maze, the Big Springs and 
The Harvest scene, there’s another 
section of the Maze. — between 
Pete's Mesa and the Doll House- - 
that I call the “Unmaze." It’s 
comprised of three major canyons. 
Jasper. Shot and Water. 

Jasper Canyon has a three tiered 
"moki” Indian stairway that leads 
up to the ridge between Jasper and 
Shot. There's also a way down into 
Shot Canyon, but GONZO hikers 
only! From the bottom of Shot, it’s 
an easy hike over and into Water 
Canyon, and while there’s water in 
all three canyons of the Unmaze. 
Water Canyon has free-flowing 
streams and waterfalls. ,s and 

F’rom Water, a long hike will 
take us back to the Doll House and a 
short side hike will take us to the 
Confluence of the Grand and the 
Green (we used to call the Grand 
the Colorado River). 

Tentative price is $800 per 
person, up to eight people. Write c/o 
EF! Newsletter. Attn: Spurs. 

* * * * 

Environmentalists are often 
called Luddites. (Ned Ludd was an 
English weaver around 1800 who 
organized other weavers to trash 
out incoming power looms with 
axes. Luddite is a negative term by 
techno-worshippers to put down 
those who question the God of 
Progress.) 

Unfortunately Ned Ludd is a 
rather foggy historical character. 
Dave Foreman would liketo writea 
magazine article on the first 
EARTH FIRST!er. If you have any 
(and we mean a nil) references to 
Ned or know how to track some 
down, please send them to 
Foreman. 


exploiters don't wreck what’s left of 
our wilderness. Don’t get your head 
based in needlessly, but remember 
that the destroyers are very intent 
on squeezing the last drop of life 
from this planet. Nothing short of 
an all-out effort will be required of 
grassroots eco-radicals every- 
where. The Spring Equinox issue 
of the EF! Newsletter will carry a 
full-length story on the status of our 
wilderness and what we intend to 
do about defending it. Watch for it. 

© Pete Dustrud 


EF! Books 


Ned Ludd Books 

After the beer ran out on the 
fourth (or was it the fifth?) day of 
the EF! New Year’s river trip 
through the lower canyons of the 
Rio Grande below Big Bend 
National Park, several EF!ers 
discussed our proposed line of 
environmental books, the Ned 
Ludd series. Digger and I will be 
working on getting Digger’s novel 
Cirri) Fire, out by the end of the 
year or perhaps early spring. 
Johnny Sagebrush and I will be 
polishing up all the new. improved 
edition of the Li'l Green Songbook 
for publication this spring. We’re 
also anxious to get started on EF! 
first four official Ned Ludd books. 
They are: 

Earth Fii’st! A Statement of the 
Human Cancer 
Editor: Dave Foreman 

A collection of writings including 
Foreman’s Progress! ir article, 
members’ articles and solicitations 
from noted environmental authors 
defining eco-problems from differ- 
ent perspectives; a collective state- 
ment on what the problem is. where 
it came from, and our basic stands. 
Essays Towards a Deep Ecology 
.Editors: ? 

A follow-up companion to the 
Human Cancer book, this volume 
will deal with environmental prob- 
lem-solving. 

More detailed outlines of these 
two books will follow in the next 
newsletter. Digger and I consider 
these to be our most important 
publishing projects and are 
committed to getting them right. 


Ecu Tricks/ Ecotaty Book 
Editors: ? 

The ultimate Monkey Wrench- 
er’s guide. Poor Man ’s James Bond. 
Anarchist Cookbook. How to Get 
Eeen. New Paper Trip. etc. all 
rolled into one! A practical and 
informative guide. 

Don 't Fence Me In 
Editors: ? 

This book is another idea from 
the Big Bend River trip. After 
listening to Digger and me trying 
to sing for seven days, (we not only 
can't sing, we can’t remember the 
words either) folks on the trip 
perceived a need for an anthology of 
songs. Tales and verse for around 
(he campfire and floating down the 
river. We see this being a diverse 
collection of songs, verses and tales 
(tall and otherwise) from the likes 
of the Fugs. Sons of the Pioneers. 
Everett Reuss. Robert Service, 
dangerous Dan McGrew, etc. 

We will include a few good 
recipes and a dirty limerick or two. 
making for a real potpourri, or as 
they say in Texas, “pot porry.” 

Series editor for the Ned Ludd 
books will be Digger Forearm; I 
will be publishing the series. We 
need editors for all but the Hit wan 
Cancer title. If you feel qualified, 
and are interested in a long-term 
commitment, please contact 
Digger or me. We will discuss the 
details. We are also looking for 
writers, artists, designers, etc. for 
these books. 

Spurs 

c/o Eh’! Newsletter 



Earth first/ Mue> men, spurs amd dU^er. 


The Earth First! Calendar 

Tired of calendars starting with 
January and ending with 
December? Year after monotonous 
year? Then rise up and throw off 
those shackles of bound conformity 
with the First Earth First! Earth 
Calendar, which begins this 
autumn with All Hallow’s Eve. 
From there we follow the grand old 
cycles of the Earth’s rhythm, as 
folks did in the days of yore. (Before 
all this insanity got going.) 

Help make this a truly seasoned 
effort. Send in your favorite dates, 
quotes, eco-eatastrophes. Earth 
info, and any other terribly im- 
portant data which you have been 


saving up for a time like this. 

We also want to adorn this 
treasure with art and photos 
(B&W). so get hustling on that. too. 
Send forth your bizarre, your dis- 
gusting. your tedious masterpieces 
yearning to be seen. This is your 
best chance at true Infamy. Send 
your worst (and your best) to EF! 
Now! We can’t wait! Don’t be the 
last on your block, canyon or inlet to 
finally lose all respectability. 

Mail should be addressed to the: 
First Earth First! Earth Calendar. 
POB 26221. SIX. UT 84126. 
(Please package all radioactive 
garbage in lead-lined containers.) 



Watt’s 

This? 

Did you ever wonder why Jim 
Watt is the first Secretary of the 
Interior to have Secret Service 
protection? Well, a friend of 
Watt's who is also an executive 
with AMOCO (natch) wondered 
the same thing. When she asked 
Jimboy, he replied that it was 
because of EARTH FIRST!! 

Well, we know that Howie 
Wolke has a hell of a grip (Howie 
shook hands with Jimboy in 
Jackson this September) and we 
really appreciate the fact that 
we’re making an impression on 
Watt, but come on. Secret 
Service protection because of 
EARTH FIRST!? Of course, if 
Ronnie Rayguns can make up 
the story about the Libyan hit 
squad, and Watt can call the 
Sierra Club extremists. . . 

Next thing you know, they’ll be 
claiming that Col. Quadaffi is on 
the Circle. 


8 Times 
A Year 

Many of you are no doubt curious 
about the rather strange schedule 
this newsletter holds. The EARTH 
FIRST! Newsletter is issued eight 
times a year — on the Sabbats. The 
Sabbats are the holidays of the 
seasons, the spokes on the wheel of 
the year. These celebrations come 
to us from the old Earth Goddess — 
Sun God religion which existed 
before patriarchal Christianity 
conquered Europe. So you will 
know when the Newsletter is 
published and what these dates 
mean, we offer this brief calendar: 

Yule (Winter Solstice. Dec. 21) 
This is the longest night of the year 
and when the Earth Goddess gives 
birth again to the Sun God. 

Brigid (Candlemas. Feb. 2)This 
celebrates the waxing light of the 
Sun. 

Eostar Ritual (Spring Equinox, 
March 21) The return of Spring. 

Beltane (May Eve. April 30) 
The courtship of the Goddess and 
Sun God. 

Litha (Summer Solstice. June 
21 ) The longest day of the year and 
the beginning of the death of the 
Sun God. 

Lughnasad (Aug. 1) Wake of 
the Sun God. 

Mabon (Fall Equinox. Sept. 21) 
Harvest celebration. 

Samhain (Halloween. Oct. 31) 
End of the year and the beginning 
of the new. The Sun God has died. 


Larry Fox 

Box M 

Valley Stream. NY 11582 
(516) 791-7929 
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1969 

Write for complete catalog of 
stickers, buttons, shirts, etc. 



* * * * 

PBS stations aired an excellent 
documentary on Watt December 
9 entitled, “James Watt’s En- 
vironment: The Promised Land.” 
The program also covered John 
“Cut ’em Down" Crowell’s 
rapacious plans for the National 
Forests (Crowell, a former high 
muckymuck for Louisiana- 
Pacific, is the Asst. Sec. of 
Agriculture). The show focused 
extensively on oil and gas leasing 
in Wilderness Areas and specifi- 
cally considered the Gros Ventre, 
Washakie, and Bob Marshall. 
And while the opening credits 
rolled, the background was the 
EF! anti-Watt demonstration in 
Jackson last September, with 
Johnny Sagebrush, Howie 
Wolke, and Djive Foreman 
fuming up on Spur’s truck. 


Jimmy “Rape-the-Wilderness” 
Watt was interviewed by “60- 
Minutes” during the Western 
Governor’s Convention in 
September. The interview aired 
January 10th. 

Not only did Jimmy “Gee” Watt 
fail to mention his distinguished 
position in Earth First!, he didn’t 
even acknowledge that Earth 
First!ers set up the jovial cele- 
bration in his honor in the parking 
lot in Jackson that day. We find this 
disturbing. Perhaps we should 
review his appointment to EF! as 
Honorary Membership Chairman. 

The "60-Minutes” article threw 
in a few clips of energetic Earth 
Firstlers at the rally in their 
blazing EF! t-shirts, but again, no 
mention was made of who we were. 
Maybe EF!ers should invite the 
secretary on a hike with us one of 
these days. soon. 


CLASSIFIEDS 

Earth First!ers! Do you have 
something to sell, trade or simply 
get rid of? The inside back page 
of this newsletter is the place to 
do it. All ads will be charged on a 
sliding scale: if you are a 
struggling artisan living in the 
wild, we will charge you next to 
nothing, but if you are a big time 
outfit be prepared to pay more. 

All advertising in the EF! 
Newsletter shall remain here on 
this page. 

We reserve the right to refuse 
any ad that's obscene or in bad 
taste, such as a notice of employ- 
ment in the nuke biz. 

We wish we could send free 
newsletters to every Earth-lover 
the world over, but our present 
finances prohibit it. Therefore 
we are asking for support from 
our members. Ten dollars per 
member per year should do it. 

The EF! Newsletter is our 
means of communication, but to 
avoid complications, it does not 
bear our name or insignia on the 
outside when mailed. 

This issue of the EF! News- 
letter was put together with the 
assistance of B.A. Badger, 
Silven, Diane, Liz and Pennin 
Pensel. 


ARTISTS! Send us your best 
drawing of the EF! logo (fist 
inside a circle) and maybe your 
work will become the official 
emblem of Earth First! 
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The Earth First! Newsletter is 
looking forsubmissionsofail kinds. 
Eventually we should be getting 
regular reports, updates and wild 
stories from all of our grassroots 
groups around the country and 
around the world. 

Still, there’s no reason why we 
should have to wait for material. 
Our readers— especially our 
members— are highly encouraged 
to submit whatever might be of 
interest to the rest of the member- 
ship. Examples of such would be 
reports of eco-catastrophes in your 
area, actions— if any— taken to stop 
the damage, letters to the editor, 
responses to the letters printed, 
photos, cartoons and drawings, 
news of EF! grassroots organizing, 
ideas for new and creative eco- 


taetics. as well as short stories and 
poems which relate somehow to our 
struggle. 

The deadline for each issue is 
three weeks before publication date 
(the next deadline is February 28) 
so get things in early if at all 
possible. 

It is our hope that this newsletter 
will turn into an effective tool to 
help enable us to better fight the 
horrendous onslaught of the cor- 
porate megatechnic maniacs. This 
is your newsletter: contribute to it 
and use it. Otherwise it is nothing 
more than another cute publica- 
tion. 

Those of you living in the Salt 
Lake area are also encouraged to 
drop by here and lend a hand to this 
effort. (Contact Pete at 359-5250.) 


Membership Appeal 


Fed up with playing footsie with 
the issues concerning the safety of 
this planet? Want to join a hard 
line, no-compromise movement of 
Earthlings who will no longer 
tolerate the wholesale destruction 
of our Mother Earth? Have you 
been wondering where in the world 
everyone else who shares your 
concerns have been? Do you like the 
idea of building an effective 
coalition of grassroots support in 
defense of the Earth? Where 
actions speak louder than words or 
money? Where dogma is on a leash? 


Where you can creatively con- 
tribute to the group energy? 

A re you sick of contributing time 
and money to wishy-washy eco- 
groups whose members can’t even 
muster a sense of humor? Are you 
ready for a bolder approach to 
conservation than the other groups 
take? 

If you answered in the 
affirmative, then we’re with you. 
Together we will gather strength 
and resist the tyrants and 
destroyers. 


Name 


Address 


City Zip 

□ Here’s $10 or more to sign me up for EARTH FIRST! 
membership dues and to get the EF! Newsletter postage paid, 
no matter what! 

□ I wish to volunteer in other ways 

□ Send a Guest Membership to: 

□ In addition to the above, list me in the Newsletter as a regional 
contact so to enable the Grassroots Organization of EARTH 
FIRST! (others in your area will contact you). 
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A state-by-state list of threatened 
areas, prepared by Peter Kirby of 
The Wilderness Society, is repro- 
duced here. 

Designated Wilderness (W): 
Recommended for wilderness by 
the Carter Administration (R); and 
Wilderness Study Areas(S). Where 
available, the name of the National 
Forest in which the area lies has 
been given in parentheses. 

ALABAMA 

W Sipse.r 
R Sipse.v additions 
Border Creek 
ALASKA 

No oil & gas lease applications in 
W. R. or S areas for either the Cugach 
of Tongass National Forests. 
ARIZONA 
W Galiuro (Coronado) 

Pusch Ridge (Coro.) 

Chiricahua (Coro.) 

R Rincon 

Chiricahua additions 
Mt. Wrightson 
Miller Peak 
(all in Coronado) 

ARKANSAS 

W Caney Creek (Ouachita) 

Upper Buffalo (Ozark) 

R Upper Kiamichi River 
Black Fork Mtn. 

(both Ouachita) 

S Belle Starr (Ouachita) 

Drv Creek 
CALIFORNIA 
W Ventana 
Santa Lucia 
San Rafael 

R Madulce-Buckhorn 
(all in Los Padres) 

COLORADO 
W Flattops 
Mt. Zirkel 
Raggeds 
West Elk 
Ml. Sneffels 
Lizard Head 
Maroon Bells/Snowmass 
Eagles Nest 
South San .Juan 
S I’iedra 
South San Juan 
Spanish Peaks 
Sangre de Cristo 
FLORIDA 
W Brad well Bay 
(Apalachicola) 


GEORGIA 
R Southern Nantahala 
Raven Cliff 
Brasstown-Wolf Pen 
(all Chattahoochee) 

IDAHO 

W Selway-Bitterroot 
Lemhi (Challis) 

R Selway-Bitterroot Cn.vn. 

S West Pioneers 
Elkhorns 
MICHIGAN 
R Nordhouse Dunes 
(Huron-Manisteel 
MISSISSIPPI 
R Black Creek 
(Mississippi) 

MONTANA 
W Great Bear 
Bob Marshall 
Scapegoat 
Mission Mtns. 

Gates of the Mtns. 

Rattlesnake 
Welcome Creek 
Anaconda-Pintlar 
Absaroka-Beartooth 
R Tongue River Breaks 
(Custer) 

Big Log (Helena) 

East Pioneers 
( Beaverhead ) 

Renshaw 

Silver King-Falls Creek 
(Lewis and Clark) 

West Big Hole 

Clearwater-Monture 

Sliderock 

Spanish Peaks Primitive 
Area 

Storm Lake 

S Big Snowies (Lewis/Clark) 

Ten Lakes (Kootenai) 

Sapphires (Deerlodgel 
Hvalite-Porcupine-Buffalo Horn 
(Gallatin) 

Madison 

Tavlor-Hilgard 

NEVADA 

R Arc Dome (Tovabie) 

NEW MEXICO 

W Capitan Mtn. (Lincoln) 

S Guadalupe Escarpment 
(Licoln) 

W Gila and Aldo Leo|>old 
NORTH DAKOTA 
R Twin Buttes 
OREGON 

R Strawberry Mtn. addition 
Bull of the Woods 
(Mt. Hood) 

Canyons (Ochoeo) 

Rock Creek (Siuslaw) 


SOUTH CAROLINA 

W Wambaw Creek 
(Francis Marion) 
TENNESSEE 
R Bald River (Jorge 
(Cherokee) 

S Citico Ck. (Cherokee) 

Big Frog (Cherokee) 
UTAH 
W Ixine Peak 
R High Uinta 
Lcidy 

Pine Valley Mtn. 

Ashdown Gorge 
Fishlake Mtn. 

Wellsville Mtn. 

Stansbury 

Olympus 

Dark-Woodenshoe Canyon 
Red Canvon South 
VERMONT 
W Bristol Cliffs 
Lye Brook 
(both Green Mtns.) 
VIRGINIA 
W James River Face 
(Jefferson) 

R Beartown 
Peter's Mtn. 

Little Dry Run 
Lewis Fork 
Little Wilson Creek 
Thunder Ridge 
(all Jefferson) 

Skidmore 
St. Mary's 
Rich Hole 
Rough Mtn. 

Ramsey Draft 

(all George Washington) 

S Mill Creek 
Mountain lake 
(both Jefferson) 
WASHINGTON 
W Wenaha-Tucannon 
Alpine Lakes 
WEST VIRGINIA 
R Cranhur.v 
Seneca Creek 
laurel Fork No. & So. 
WYOMING 
W Washakie 
North Absaroka 
Fitzpatrick 
Teton 
Bridger 
R Platte River 
(Medicine Bow) 

Whiskey Mtn. Primitive 
Area (Shoshone) 

DuNoir 

Washakie additions 
Gros Ventre 
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SPRING EQUINOX 

Spring Equinox — time to rejoice at the return of spring — dark and 
light in balance, a time for music, for dance, for love, and for new 
life. 



Test borehole drilled by DOE early in 1980 adjacent to Davis 
Canyon. Stone sentinel in the distance is So. Si* Shooter Peak — and 
Davis Canyon. Two miles to the right is the Needles District of 
Canyonlands National Park. 


Nuking the Canyons 
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Interview: Mardie Murie 


In opting to dig up the earth in 
and around Canyonlands 
National Park, the DOE has 
finally conceded a point long 
known by environmentalists: 
NOWHERE is there a safe place 
to store highly radioactive plu- 
tonium! Although the National 
Waste Terminal Storage 
(NWTS) plan of 1976 requires the 
DOE to establish a permanent 
nuke wastecan, they have been 
plagued by public outrage wher- 
ever they look (except in south- 
eastern Utah where local 
political crazies actually want 
the crap). 

DOE is determined to ram this 
one down our throats at an accel- 
erated pace. Utah State Senator, 
Frances Farley, recently said, “I 
don’t think people here really 
know how close we are to getting 
that dump. The DOE is moving 
very fast, and in the direction of 
least resistance. This is a small 
state and there are a number of 
elected people in southern Utah 
who are very development 
oriented. They are anxious to 
have the waste site for develop- 
ment purposes and jobs.” 



"T ■ M-fcvMC 


The dump is another example 
in a long, continuing- list of 
government and corporations 
destroying pristine, remote areas 
for their own gain and desperate 
“quick fix” measures. Unin- 
habited by humans, and seem- 
ingly unrepresented in the fetid 
halls of governments. Mother 
Earth’s wilderness is being 
shrugged off as “exploitable.” 
The untrammeled parts of earth 
which we must fight to preserve 
are the very same areas that the 
nuclear industry and others are 
bent on raping. 

The DOE has narrowed its 
choice of sites to two adjacent 
canyons in Utah, Davis and 
Lavender, on the eastern border 
of Canyonlands. These canyons 
are atop the Paradox salt for- 
mation that runs from under 
Bedrock. Colorado, to Salt Wash, 
north of Arches National Park. 
This is the same formation used 
by Doxol to store propane under 
Moab. (You remember Doxol. . 
.an explosion and fire at their 
Moab plant last August killed 
five people and seriously injured 
Continued on Page 6 



WATT 

BLM? 

BOTKIN RESIGNS 

Fire years ago, Randy Botkin 
became the first wilderness staff 
person for the Bureau of Land 
Management. Throughout the 
entire BLM Wilderness Review, 
Randy has been one of the most 
influential and important indiv- 
iduals. He has believed in 
wilderness and in good, fair 
government. He resigned last 
month and his letter of resignation 
says it all. If all government 
bureaucrats were Randy Botkins, 
there would be far less need for 
EARTH FIRST! 

Memorandum 

To: Chief, Division of Recreation, 
Cultural and Wilderness 
Resources 

From: Martin R. Botkin 
Subject: Resignation 
This is to confirm my conver- 
sation with Hugh Riecken on 
January 28, 1982, in which I 
verbally submitted my resigna- 
tion effective February 20, 1982. 
As stated I do not support nor 
condone the policies and views of 
the Secretary of the Interior and 
his political appointees concern- 
ing the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment’s (BLM) wilderness review 
program. No longer can I 
suppress my personal opinions 
nor can I modify my professional 
integrity. Therefore, since I do 
not wish to violate either the 
regulations governing employee 
responsibilities and conduct, (43 
CFR Part 20, Subpart A, Para- 
graph 20.735.2(d)) or BLM 
Instruction Memorandum No. 
81-709 dated September 23, 1981, 
titled Discussion of Bureau 
Programs, Legislation and 
Budget, I hereby respectfully 
resign effective February 20, 
1982. 

—Martin R. Botkin 


KILLER 

CACTUS 

Saguaro Cactus Kills 
Violent Assailant 

The late David M. Grundman 
only got as far as yelling the 
“Tim” syllable of “Timber” 
before the giant saguaro cactus 
he was shooting at fell on him. 
This is the word from an Arizona 
Republic article which ran Feb. 
12 . 

Grundman had been blasting 
away at the 27-foot saguaro with 
a 16-gauge shotgun with a friend 
of his, near Lake Pleasant, AZ, 
when his demise came about. 

It was unclear whether this 
was his normal pastime, but the 
saguaro that killed Grundman 
was the second to be shot down by 
him that day. 


EDITOR’S NOTE: 

Recently, Ben Read, a friend of 
Spur’s partner, offered to give us 
this piece on Mardy Murie. He 
charged for only the time it took 


by Benjamin Read 

In the early 1930’s, young 
Margaret Murie moved to Fair- 
banks, deep in the Alaskan 
heartland. The approach, the 
only viable one in the summer, 
was by boat to southern Alaska, 
then overland to Dawson on the 
Yukon River, a steamer down- 
stream on that broad river and, 
finally, at the mouth of the 
Tenana, another boat up to 
Alaska’s remote interior city. 

For most, this trip might be a 
lifetime’s penultimate wilder- 
ness experience, but for Mardy 
(as she is known to her friends 
and family), Fairbanks was to be 
the point of civilization to which 
she returned after months in the 
bush. 

When Mrs. Murie journeyed 
into the Alaskan wilderness more 
than a half century ago with her 
husband Olaus, there was no 
indication their prodigious 
talents would someday draw the 
admiration and respect of 
thousands. Olaus, a government 
biologist and painter, worked for 
months on end studying the 
habits and ecology of Alaska’s 
game populations, while Mrs. 
Murie maintained a “home” 
under conditions that would tax a 
hardy Sourdough. 

Much later, she was persuaded 
by a publisher to chronicle those 
early years in a widely acclaimed 
book, Two for the North, and now 
in her eighties, she is among the 
nation’s most admired conserva- 
tionists, still active and more 
energetic than many people half 
her age. 


him to transcribe to galley. How 
could we resist? This first-run 
interview with Mrs. Murie was 
conducted during the last week of 
February. 


Her late husband was one of the 
early directors of the Wilderness 
Society and became deeply in- 
volved in conservation issues 
back when there was still an 
undue optimism that resources 
were limitless. In conjunction 
with his brother Adolph, the 
Muries made a number of ground 
breaking studies that are now 
accepted as common knowledge. 
Among these were findings that 
coyotes aren’t the devastating 
livestock predators that people 
had assumed; that the elk herd of 
Jackson was declining due to a 
disease related to inferior forage, 
not starvation; and the conclu- 
sion that 1080 was wreaking 
havoc on all predator popula- 
tions, not just wolves and coyotes. 

Mrs. Murie now lives in a beau- 
tiful cabin beneath Wyoming’s 
incomparable Teton Range, on 
land that will someday be 
donated to the park, and not far 
away is the renowned elk herd 
that Olaus studied and helped 
save from desicration decades 
ago. 

The author of three books, Mrs. 
Murie serves on the councils of 
the Wilderness Society and Teton 
Science School. 

She has known the nation’s 
parks and wild places intimately, 
and it was from this broad base of 
experience that she discussed the 
ideals of preservation and signi- 
ficance of national parks to 
future generations. 

Continued on Page 8 
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Earth Firstler in Eugene 

Over fhe February 6-7 


weekend last month, twenty-five 
Earth Firstlers invaded Lola and 
Abe’s farm west of Eugene, 
Oregon, for a much-needed get- 
together. 

The small but mighty horde of 
eco-radicals descended upon the 
Blank house from points separ- 
ated only by distance. Foreman 
picked Spurs and me up on 
his way north from New Mexico 
way. Bruce hopped on the train 
from Wyoming to meet Mike en 
route. Wildcat Annie and Karen 
escorted Johnny Sagebrush up 
from Reno. Bill Devall charged 
up from Areata. Eileen Key 
arrived from Portland. Ralph 
Monroe and Desert Rose showed 
up from their respective direc- 
tions. After one long bus ride 
from Missoula, Tony and Rey 
made their appearance. (Ugh, 
buses.) 

But, to top it off, our most 
unusual arrival wandered in 
shortly before 2 a.m. The few who 
were still up and staggering 


around witnessed a U-Haul nego- 
tiating its way around the cars 
out front. In a second, the front 
door flew open to reveal Louisa 
Willcox, just in from Wyoming. 
Seems she was barreling along 
when her Capri gave out near 
Burns, Oregon. Being in a hurry, 
she came upon a solution. Louisa 
rented the U-Haul, pushed her 
car into the back and resumed 
her beeline for Eugene. How she 
made off with a bundle of “Steve’s 
U-Haul” pens remains a mystery. 

Finally, after all this, every- 
one got a few hours sleep. Mother- 
to-be Lola was making breakfast 
the next morning, stepping over 
and around numerous, moaning 
lumps stuffed in sleeping bags. 
By 2 p.m., half the aspirin in the 
Blank residence has been con- 
sumed and the meeting began. To 
cover it all, Liz Kauffman had 
been flown in by Audubon 
Magazine. > 

One Of our first topics was a 
discussion of the need to have a 


Letters to 
Earth First! 



Early Earth Firstlers are seen here carrying the “crack” to its dropping place 
on Glen Canyon Dam. Person on the left is unidentified spirit of G. Hayduke. 

Crack ‘Em Up! 


When EARTH FIRST! 
“cracked" Glen Canyon Dam last 
March 20 (see accompanying 
photos) a professional film crew 
was there to capture it. Now, at 
long last, they have produced a 9 
minute color sound movie of the 
event (16mm). Everyone who has 
seen it has agreed on one thing: It 
is superb! The movie features the 
actual unfurling of the crack, 
provocative statements from Ed 
Abbey, a singing soundtrack by 
Johnny Sagebrush, and Dave 
Foreman and HowieWolke being 


led away by the police. 

The Cracking of Glen 
Canyon Dam is just the item to 
show at a local EARTH FIRST! 
meeting (or even a Sierra Club 
meeting). Because the movie cost 
El'! a small bundle, we are 
having to charge a rental fee of 
$25. Order the flick from our 
keeper of the movie: 

Karen Tanner 
1640 Davidson 
Reno. Nevada 89509 
(702) 222-5215 


“contact” person for the regional 
Earth First! Contacts. That 
person materialized in the form 
of one Tony Moore, our contact 
from Missoula. Tony already has 
an active group of EF!ers in and 
around Missoula who get 
together once a week to make 
plans and act upon them. 

Another item discussed was 
whether we should continue 
calling ourselves “members” of 
Earth First!, or just simply, 
Earth Firstlers. The latter option 
seemed more appropriate. 
Besides, just paying money to 
Earth First! doesn't necessarily 
make anyone an “Earth Firstler” 
and there are Earth Firstlers 
who have yet to hear about EF!, 
let alone pay any money into the 
newsletter and general fund. 

Indeed, it seems to us that the 
people who have been drawn to 
Earth First! have done so out of 
what Marcy called a “bond of 
ideals.” Bill D. likened Earth 
First! more to an “organism” 
rather than an “organization.” 

Shortly thereafter, your trusty 
editor here layed out the behind- 
the-pages story on the progress 
and problems with this 
newsletter. Several folks 
expressed an interest to take 
some of the peripheral chores 
under their wings, such as the 
merchandising of T-shirts and 
other such ditties. Someone 
recommended that the news- 
letter ought to run something 
Earth Firstlers can copy and pass 
around to generate interest in 
EF! Look through this newsletter 
and you will see what I came up 
with. 

Then Bruce went over the 
details on how far along we are in 
getting the Earth First! Foun- 
dation set up, so we can take tax- 
deductible contributions and 
make grants. The word is that it 
should be together soon, if not 
already. (See article on this else- 
where.) 

It was decided that the Earth 
First! Newsletter, however, shall 
remain an autonomous arm of 
Earth First!; its survival will be 
dependent solely upon the gener- 
osity of contributing subscribers. 

Spurs Jackson and Digger then 
brought everyone present up-to- 


date on their plans for publishing 
the “Ned Ludd Series” (see 
related article.) 

Following this, Bart went over 
the latest on the developments 
unfolding with regards to this 
spring and summer’s activities, 
and reported on the situation 
with the politicos and develop- 
ment entities in Wyoming. All 
kinds of litigations are going on 
(see Bart’s column), which have 
been making difficult any precise 
plans for this summer’s occu- 
pation. 

One certainty, however, is this 
summer’s Round River Rendez- 
vous. All Earth Firstlers are 
invited to participate in the 
various activities, which will 
include issues study groups, 
strategy planning sessions, and it 
will feature such speakers as Ed 
Abbey, Dave Foreman, Howie 
Wolke, among others. Even the 
world-infamous Lithium 
Brothers will be there. By the 
next issue of this newsletter, we 
will have narrowed down the 
meeting point for the RRR from 
western Wyoming to an exact 
spot. 

Before the Earth First! 
meeting in Eugene broke up, 
Dave uncased the long-awaited 
for “Cracking of the Glen Canyon 
Damn” movie. This nine-minute 
flick was shot on location at the 
caper last Equinox (see blurb on 
the film elsewhere). It could not 
have been shown to a more recep- 
tive audience. We watched it 
three times! 

Later that night, Johnny Sage- 
brush pulled out his mighty ax 
and set the tone for the evening. 
Before long, wild and crazed 
Earth Firstlers were rocking the 
Blank house with their strange 
and unusual dances and cavort- 
ing. Abe’s hat collection came 
under scrutiny as a source of 
possibleentertainment, but when 
the first hat was pulled down to 
be tried on, a young bull snake 
slithered out. In no time at all, 
every hat in the place had been 
donned. Things went on like this 
for the rest of the night. The next 
day, all present hooted and 
hollered, hugged one another, 
and went off to get ready for the 
next time we all meet. Pft O 


Dear Earth First! 

A couple weeks ago I sat in on a 
symposium on Indian Law and 
Tribal Government. I listened to 
a group of tribal elders speak of a 
time when the deer and the fish 
and the berries were plentiful, 
before the rivers were polluted, 
the air fouled, and the earth 
abused. Their people respected 
the earth, not because laws and 
regulations forced them to, but 
because they knew that respect 
was right. They felt that the 
“Indian problem” was not one of 
law but of spirit, of the necessity 
to reaffirm a unity with choke- 
cherry, salmon and lodgepole. . . 

The “environmental move- 
ment”— earth-lovers of all sorts— 
faces a similar crisis of spirit. If 
there ever was any kind of land 
ethic in our society it has been 
ridiculed and spit on and kicked 
out of the house to go lie in the 
dirt. 

I hope that Earth First! is the 
meanest, mangiest old flea- 
infested mongrel that ever 
crawled out from under a front 
porch and chewed theshitoutofa 
slick-talking, flag-waving land 
raper! And I want to be in on the 
fun! 

—from Oregon 


To the Editor, 

There is no greater good for a 
man to fight for the survival of 
those things or ideals not directly 
related to himself. Yet although 
wilderness is directly related to 
human survival, this is the basis 
of the wilderness movement, 
which Earth First! epitomizes: 
To unselfishly withhold the bio- 
logical and spiritual ground of 
ou r being from a reckless faction, 
a hoarde of thieving vandals that 
know no measure but the unre- 
strained gathering of material 
wealth immeasurable. 

Without wilderness, we lose the 
environmental foundation of all 
life, and our world becomes a 
sterile and empty shell without 
heart or soul, doomed to the 
greedy mastery of its very 
offspring. 

The challenge has been made, 
and our time is at hand. The meek 
and silent will be steamrolled by 
the device of their apathy— the 
very fuel that nourishes the 
machines of Corporate human- 
ity and benefits those fools who 
have detached themselves from 
their world. 

Lift up your hearts and raise 
your voices my friends and 
brethren, the last battle is about 
to be fought. 

—from Oregon 

Letter to the Editor: 

I never met a roadless area I 
didn’t like. (With no apologies to 
WR). 

TJ. Lillebo 
Northeast Oregon 

Dear EF!ers, 

I understand that an exciting, 
well-produced documentary 
about EF is now complete. 
Apparently one of its strong 
points is the sound track fea- 
turing the music of Johnny 
Sagebrush and the rhetoric of 
Dave Foreman. Good work gang! 
Keep it up! 

Modestly yours, 
R. Hurricane Hayes 
Co-Producer and 
Sound Recordist 

Cd*Tf>. HPXY f* 
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EF! Grassroots News 

Each issue of the EF! News- our grassroots groups. Please try 
letter shall carry reports, to keep all material short so we 
announcements and positions of can run every groups’ news. 



LOCAL YOKELS 

Neither Anne Gorsuch, Bob 
Burford, or Honorary Earth 
First! Membership Chairman 
James Watt showed at the new 
Circle Square Community 
Center. February 11, in Missoula, 
but 175 supporters enjoyed 
Missoula EF!’s New Earth Cele- 
bration anyway. At $2 a head for 
unlimited beer and music by 
Alexander Hiwatt’s Holocaust, 
Missoula EF! made a smashing 
(and smashed) debut. Besided un- 
mitigated partying, EF!erswere 
entertained by skits, poems, and 
an open forum at the microphone. 
The evening allowed eco-nuts to 
meet each other, and actually 
made a few bucks for the group. 

Missoula’s now organizing its 
group into committees to plan 
strategies for several threatened 
areas. About thirty people at- 
tended the latest meeting, which 
competed with a Gary Snyder 
lecture-poetry reading at the 
same time (I know, why wasn’t 
Snyder invited to the EF! 
meeting!?) 

Here’s an outline of planned 
Missoula EF! projects: 

1. High School Education: 

Primarily will be presenta- 
tions on energy use, particularly 
oil. Our goal is to stop the blatant 
misuse of gasoline by Higgins 
Avenue cruisers. We hope to edu- 
cate high schoolers on the 
environmental impacts of 
wasting gasoline. Bill LaCroix 
will make a presentation to the 
Hell gate High School Union of 
Student Awareness Thursday, 
February 25. 

Tentatively, EF! also hopes to 
sponsor a teen Friday night (date 
undetermined) Walkathon, in 
which participants solicite 
pledges from local business for 
blocks walked in lieu of driving 
that night. All proceeds will goto 
the American Lung Association 
in support of clean air. If we can 
swing it, we’ll also sponsor a teen 
dance at the Circle Square Com- 
munity Center that night (located 
on Higgins). The alternative to 
cruising is walking and dancing. 

2. Rattlesnake Wilderness 


non-motorized corridor support 
walk: 

EF! will sponsor a community 
walk from Greenough Park to the 
Rattlesnake National Recreation 
Area trailhead (5 miles). The pur- 
poses will be (a) to show Missoula- 
area support for the Forest 
Service to close the corridor 
above Franklin Bridge to motor- 
ized vehicles, and (b) to demon- 
strate the healthfulness (to 
humans and the environment) of 
walking. 

3. USSR-US World Cham- 
pionship softball game: 

Instead of making millions of 
American and Russian citizens 
live under the scepter of a nuclear 
war threatened by two dozen 
people, EF! will invite a team of 
Russian generals to scrap it out 
on the softball field with a team of 
Americans from the Pentagon. 
The military leaders may vent 
their anger on the hated enemy in 
a manner less destructive to 
Earth and Her inhabitants than 
nuclear war. EF! will supply 
beer and vodka. The winner of 
the 9 inning contest will rule the 
world. The loser buys the next 
keg, or half case of vodka, which- 
ever is applicable. 

4. An April 30 Beltane Cele- 
bration Benefit for Earth First, 
followed by a May 1 Earth Day 
Ceremony. 

5. We’ve also formed commit- 
tees to plan strategies for support 
of several threatened local areas. 

This column will be a regular 
feature of the newsletter. Local 
contacts should forward reports of 
their activities, platis, ideas, etc. 
to Com Boy, 316 E. Spruce U2, 
Missoula, MT 59802, one week 
before Pete's deadline. 

—Corn Boy 

Deadline 

Send submissions, news, etc., 
to the EF! Newsletter at least 
three weeks before publication 
date— next deadline is April 9. 


ATTENTION: All Portland- 



mine the Three Sisters, dam our 
rivers, foul our air, overcut our 
forests, and numerous other 
wretched, and mostly irrever- 
sible insults to our fair state. 

It’s time to get together, make 
some plans, get acquainted and 
get going! 

Many of you in the Portland 
area joined after our September 
rally, and I don’t have your phone 
number. I can’t contact you 
without a phone number. Please 
call me as soon as possible so we 
can make some plans. Call me 
even if you think I have your 
number. 

SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT! 

Dave and Bart. EF! co- 
founders will be in Portland to 
help us get sort of organized, 
probably mid- to late-April. 
There will be a party/meeting. 
Call me for details. 

Eileen Key 
236-7308 

4815 NE Flanders 
Portland OR 97213 

Dear EF! 

Greetings. This is to advise you 
that on January 30, 1982 there 
was formed at Woodside Farm in 
Des Plaines, Illinois, the Prairie 
Grove Group, Earth First! 

The Prairie Grove Group was 
formed to oppose the wanton 
despoilation of our home — 
Mother Earth. Our main concern 
at this juncture however, is the 
continuing destruction of our 
remaining native prairie lands. 
Indeed, the name, Prairie Grove 
Group, Earth First! was first 
used at a public meeting during 
which the fate of a small, albeit 
invaluable, parcel of prairie land 
was discussed. Quite providen- 
tially, the remnant of a once 
magnificent prairie was saved. 

We dream bright dreams. We 
dream of vast reserves of rolling 
native prairie dotted with 
timbered prairie groves. We 
dream of clear, running streams 
and the return of our native 
fauna. We know that one day— 
perhaps in the not so distant 
future— the dream will become a 
reality. 

Cheers, and all the Very Best, 
Don Johnson 
The Prairie Grove Group, 
Earth First! 

Des Plaines, Illinois 


In the ghost town of Cooney, 
New Mexico, during April of 
1980, a small group of people 
calling themselves Earth First! 
went about setting up a plaque to 
honor the environmental efforts 
of Victorio. 

The Silver City Daily Press 
carried a photo of the plaque, 
which read: 

VICTORIO 

Outstanding Preservationist 
and Great American 

This monument celebrates 
the 100th Anniversary of the 
great Apache chief, Victorio’s, 
raid on the Cooney mining 
camp near Mogollon, New 
Mexico on April 28, 1880. 
Victorio strove to protect these 
mountains from mining and 
other destructive activities of 
the white race. The present 
Gila Wilderness is partly a fruit 
of his efforts. 

Erected By 

The New Mexico Patriotic 
Heratige(sic) Society 

Gordon Sol berg later pub- 
lished an account of these early 
Earth First!ers in the Dry 
Country News. We have exerpted 
the following passage from that 
article: 

“We decided to celebrate 
Victorio’s raid,” one of the 
organizers explained, “because 
we feel that during the seventies 
the environmental movement has 
been co-opted by the establish- 
ment. Conservationists have 
grown soft and moderate; we’ve 
lost our passion, our fervor. We 
hope to revitalize the environ- 
mental movement with a fiery 
dedication to the cause of the 


Earth.” 

A leader of the group said that 
the Victorio Day celebration 
marked the fist public act by 
EARTH FIRST!, a new radical 
environmental organization 
being formed by activists in New 
Mexico, Wyoming, Montana, and 
other states. “We think the Sierra 
Club and other groups have sold 
out to the system,” she said. “We 
further believe that the enemy is 
not capitalism, communism, or 
socialism. It is corporate in- 
dustrialism whether it is in the 
United States, the Soviet Union, 
China or Mexico. We hope to form 
alliances with the developing 
anti-nuclear cause, Native Amer- 
ican groups, and back-to-nature 
homesteaders to fight for Mother 
Earth.” 

A fierce-looking gonzo, known 
only as the Gila Monster, started 
a diatribe. “We will not make 
political compromises,” he said, 
stabbing his monkeywrench at 
me for emphasis. “We will take 
pure, hard-line, pro-Earth 
positions. No nukes, no strip 
mining, no pollution, no more 
development of our wilderness. 
We are concerned about people, 
but it’s Earth first.” The Gila 
Monster’s jaw started to tremble 
and his eyes took on a glazed, far- 
away look. 

I though I was in for trouble, 
but fortunately the Masked 
Mason stepped in at that point 
and took over the conversation. 
He pledged that EARTH FIRST! 
would always keep its sense of 
humor. “Any bunch of fanatics 
that can’t laugh at themselves ought 
to be locked up,” he said, ges- 
turing towards the Gila Monster 
with his trowel. 


Letters, Continued 


Dear Earth First Editor, 

Have just returned from 
hearing a pep talk by Dave 
Foreman, plunking down my ten 
bucks for a subscription and 
reading the Feb. 2nd edition 
from stem to stern. Lots of good 
stuff, but — let’s not shoot all our 
shells at wilderness destroyers. 
I’m ready to speak pretty damn 
plainly to people who think they 
have a “right” to have six or ten 
children or who think they have a 
“right” to farm their (ha) land the 
way they want to (or a dozen other 
non-ecological things that come 
to mind quickly). The only rights 
I have are to breathe and eat and 
beyond that what I have are 
problems, the solutions to which 
affect everyone else around me. I 
have better jolly well take them 
into consideration when I pick 
my solutions. Let’s all start 
talking more plainly if not less 
friendly. 

Thanks for heading up a much 
needed point organization. You 
are now the leaders — a hell of a 
responsibility. 

—from Oregon 


Dear editor: 

We at Earth First! commend 
James Watt for his benevolent 
and generous gesture to remove 
all designated wilderness from 
oil and gas leasing until the year 
2000. It’s comforting to know our 
American heritage is saved from 
18 more years. 

We suggest, however, that Mr. 
Watt carry his proposal a bit 
further. Specifically, Earth 
First! believes it will be in the 
nation’s best interest to expand to 
proposal to also protect all RARE 
II, Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
BLM Wilderness Study Areas 
from all mineral exploration. 
Additionally, we believe the ex- 
ploration moratorium should be 
extended to: “As long as the grass 
shall grow, the sun shall shine, 
and the rivers flow.” 

You’re as much as trickster as 
the coyote you wish to eradicate, 
James. 

Yours on behalf of Earth, 
T. Moore for EF! 

Earth First! 

Circle Sq. Community Center 
Missoula 


Dear Earth First!, 

. . .somewhere around 95 
percent of us humans live with 
hardly any awareness of the 
consequences that our lives are 
having on the earth. We’re just a 
mass of egos mindlessly working, 
spending, consuming, playing, 
and spreading over the earth like 
a fungus. . .Naturally, this is not a 
fungo-conspiracy as we are used 
to thinking of conspiracies. It’s 
just the combination of all these 
human needs misguided by 
ignorance and stupidity. I don’t 
think that it’s a matter of hating 
anyone. It would be foolish to 
spend a lot of time hating fungos 
(but it feels good sometimes and 
the problems of the earth seem 
staggering). As a race we whites 
have been fungos for hundreds of 
years and the idea that we should 
stop now is a pretty new and novel 
idea. But obviously, the differ- 
ence now is that we dominate the 
earth and if we don’t evolve 
beyond our fungoistic ways we 
will probably make the earth un- 
inhabitable for ourselves and 


most creatures for quite a long 
time. We are shitting pretty in 
our own nest. 

I tend to avoid fanatics of any 
kind, but am starting to realize 
that if I am in danger of being a 
fanatic myself it is in connection 
with wilderness preservation. A 
friend of mine says that all of her 
best friends are fanatics, but she 
prefers to call them “people who 
are obsessed.” “Obsessions,” she 
says, “are good because they 
require time, they are not easy. 
They require much exploration, 
experimentation and examina- 
tion. They have their own rules. 
They have their own clocks. And 
they are finding meaning in a 
meaningless world.” Amen. As 
an obsessed person I have no 
choice but to send you this money 
in a kind of symbolic recognition 
of the group of earth-loving 
brothers and sisters that I have 
already belonged to for so long. If 
we can generate some solid resis- 
tance to the insanity of endless 
corporate growth and the 
spreading of the fungos before 
the bastards turn this entire 


planet into one big, sweaty, smog- 
covered parking lot, then I’ll die 
happy. 

Sincerely, 
“The Old Grouch” 
California 


Thanks ! 

Earth First! has been gaining 
terrific support. The cards, 
letters and donations have been 
steadily coming in. The “To Be 
Answered” box ought to keep me 
busy for a week, just as soon as I 
get a break from newsletter pro- 
duction. 

As your newsletter editor, I’m 
trying to keep the cost of pub- 
lishing this thing at a minimum. 
The expenses for production, 
printing and mailing each issue 
runs at about $650. 

Nevertheless, this editor and 
fellow EF!er would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all of 
you who have contributed your 
words, your energy and your hard- 
earned dollars to Earth First! 
and to this newsletter. If there 
weren’t people like you, I’d have 
to call the situation hopeless. 
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Editorials 

Violence is as American as cherry 
pie. 

— H. Rap Brown 

VIOLENCE AND 
EARTH FIRST! 

Editorial by Dave Foreman 

One could expand Rap Brown’s 
comment to this: Violence is a 
as human as the opposable 
thumb. But the question we as 
Earth lovers must face is 
whether violence is ever jus- 
tified in defense of Mother Earth 
against those who would destroy 
her for their short-term material 
profit and power thrills. As I said 
to the slimy little suppository 
representing the Mountain 
States Legal Foundation during 
a panel discussion in Denver last 
fall, “If you come home and find a 
bunch of Hell’s Angels raping 
your wife, old mother, and eleven 
year old daughter, you don’t sit 
down and talk balance with them 
or suggest compromise. You get 
your twelve gauge shotgun and 
blow them to hell.” 

Many environmentalists, how- 
ever, say violence, whether 
against machines or people, 
merely perpetuates the whole 
violent, destructive cycle, that 
Earth rape is due to our violent 
nature, that the only way we can 
break the violent cycle is to step 
out of it ourselves, to use only 
passive resistance against those 
who would destroy Earth and us. 

This, of course, is the approach 
advocated by Ghandi and Martin 
Luther King. I admire it. Unfor- 
tunately, I am still an animal: 
still a caveman despite my Levis 
and boots. I can not turn the other 
cheek. That just seems to me to be 
a good way to get a sore face. If 
you could protect an old growth 
Douglas fir forest in Oregon from 
logging by spiking a few trees, 
would you? If you could save the 
last of the blue whales from ex- 
tinction by ramming a pirate 
whaler, would you? If you could 
save the Washakie Wilderness 
from roads and oil rigs by sabo- 
taging a rig or bulldozer, would 
you? If you could stop an acid rain 
polluter in Ohio by dumping 
human sewage over his desk, 
would you? 

Just as most of us have our 
price (I’ll sell out for a hundred 
grand a year, if anyone’s listen- 
ing), most of us have a point of no 
return where we’ll fight back. I 
think many of us have already 
reached that point. 

EARTH FIRST! does not 
advocate violence or monkey- 


wrenching. That is an individual 
choice. And in a diverse society 
there are many choices. Some of 
us may choose to fight for the 
Earth by wearing high heels and 
lobbying for the Sierra Club in 
Washington, D.C. Some of us may 
choose to engage in nonviolent 
peaceful protests such as block- 
ading the route into a wilderness 
area in order to bar oil rigs. 
Others, with a thinner veneer of 
civility, may chose another 
approach. I can respect and 
understand ail of these people. I 
wish them well. 

Violence against machines is a 
personal decision. No one can 
make that decision for anyone 
else. EARTH FIRST! is, I hope, 
large enought to contain all this 
diversity. 

If we report on the activities of 
monkeywrenchers, it is not be- 
cause we want yon to do it. too. 
But there are people out there 
trying to save their Mother from 
rape and their story must be told 
also. 

— Dave Foreman 


Editorial— 

Bart Koehler 

The first paragraph of the 
Wilderness Act states in grand 
terms that: 

“It is hereby declared to be the 
policy of the Congress to secure 
for the American people of 
present and future generations 
the benefits of an enduring 
resource of wilderness.” 

That may be the stated policy of 
Congress, but it certainly is not 
the policy of Ronnie Ray-gun and 
his “goon squad”: James Watt, 
John Crowell and others. Those 
snarling faces want to add a few 
words after “wilderness”— “until 
the year 2000, then kiss it good- 
bye.” 

A recent chain of events has 
placed this “enduring resource of 
wilderness” in extreme jeopardy. 
Designated wilderness and those 
lands from the Forest Service 
RARE II and BLM Wilderness 
inventory that deserve wilder- 
ness protection have been caught 
in an incredible endurance test. 

James Watt said recently, “A 
battle is going on, and James 
Watt has become a lightning rod 
and a symbol of change...” It has 
become very clear that lightning 
can strike in the same place 
twice, three times, four times and 
more. Watt must be protected by 
his Coors belt buckle. 

This self-proclaimed “symbol 
of change” started his deadly 
business by proposing to open up 
wilderness areas for oil and gas 


development. He was driven 
either by Manifest Destiny, or the 
need to get those last few drops of 
oil out before the Judgement Day. 

Suddenly, Watt came under 
intense heat from members of the 
House (especially Manny 
Lujan— see Yule 1981 edition of 
EF! Newsletter) to place a mora- 
torium on oil and gas develop- 
ment in wilderness. Under 
duress from the likes of 
Republican Dick Cheney and 
Lujan, Watt eventually estab- 
lished a six month moratorium. 

The six month moratorium 
didn’t offer much protection for 
the American wilderness. . .nor 
for Republican senators who 
wanted to get re-elected and 
Republican House members who 
wanted to gain control of the 
House by getting more of their 
pals in office. Ray-gun’s friends 
and lackeys knew they needed 
some more political insurance. 
They couldn’t have cared less 
about the “enduring resource of 
wilderness.” 

It’s no coincidence that Watt 
announced a six month extension 
of the moratorium, long before 
such an extension was needed. He 
wanted his buddies to be com- 
fortable back in their fat, 
Washington, D.C. seats before 
the wilderness lightning struck 
again. 

For example. Republican 
Senator Malcolm Wallop is in a 
tough re-election race back in 
Wyoming. Watt credited Wallop 
as being the main force behind 
the decision to extend the mora- 
torium. Wallop and Watt look 
good and the heat’s off during the 
campaign. . .or is it? 

Last night I almost fell out of 
my seat when I heard Watt say 
that he was going to Congress- 
on behalf of Ray-gun— to ask for 
legislation that would withdraw 
wilderness areas from oil and gas 
drilling, and mining activity, 
until the year 2000. This same 
man favored a 20 year extension 
of the deadline for oil and gas 
leasing in wilderness in 
December. Now this! Do you 
smell a rat? A dead fish? 

Watt is asking for the legalized 
rape of the wilderness — after the 
year 2000. Once 2000 hits, there 
would be a mandate to open the 
wilderness system up— to dig it, 
drill it and kill it. W att also wants 
to release and eliminate from 
wilderness protection qualified 
National Forest lands and BLM 
public lands as soon as possible in 
the next few years. 

Watt’s proposal amounts to a 
dangerous temporary with- 
drawal of wilderness areas from 
consideration for oil and gas 
mining. Under this scheme there 
will be no permanent protection, 
only the spectre of permanent 
destruction. 

In contrast, there certainly is 
permanent protection offered in 
the Burton Bill. Watt’s latest 
moves should boost efforts to keep 
the Burton Bill in the forefront. 

Watt and his flock are circling 
in the sky like so many buzzards 
waiting to pick over the kill. It is 
part of their game plan to deter- 
mine the Burton Bill, and mine 
the Wilderness. 

While the Wilderness Act does 
have its flaws, it establishes a 
permanent oil and gas drilling 
and mining ban (subject to 
existing rights) effective J anuary 
1, 1984. If Watt’s proposal to 
withdraw wilderness areas from 
drilling and mining until the 
year 2000 was legitimate, 
wouldn’t he move quickly to 
extend the current moratorium 
until 1984? 


“Death Valley Days” Ray-gun 
and his “20 Mule Team” Act are 
steadily pushing to dismantle, 
dismember and destroy our exist- 
ing wilderness system and all 
other lands that should become 
part of our “enduring resource of 
wilderness.” 

The “Death Valley Days” plan 
also includes the following 
actions: 

• John “Chainsaw" Crowell, 
Assistant Secretary of Agricul- 
ture and lord over the Forest 
Service, is quietly going to 
hearings and quickly reducing 
the acreage proposed for wilder- 
ness proposals in Oregon, 
Washington and Wyoming. It’s 
no surprise that the lands 
chopped from wilderness pro- 
posals have trees on them. 

• The Eagle Cap Wilderness in 
Oregon is faced with a domestic 
sheep stampede. The Forest 
Service is proposing a ten-fold 
increase in sheep grazing, and 
some of the allotments haven’t 
been used in 40 years and are now 
devoted to wildlife. This could set 
a dangerous pattern within the 
Wilderness system. 

A few side notes: 

• Senator James McClure 
(Idaho), one of Ray-gun’s favorite 
thugs, is cranking up his national 
“release” bill for RARE II lands. 

• Wyoming’s Republican dele- 
gation has introduced their 
Wyoming Wilderness Act of 
1982. It is quite an “Act” alright, 
and they threw in an oil and gas 
withdrawal bone to placate us so 
they could destroy the bulk of 
Wyoming’s wild forest lands. 

• And, there may be a strip 
mine in the heart of the Three 
Sisters Wilderness in Oregon. All 
for pumice to be used for “kitty 
litter,” undoubtedly a strategic 
mineral. 

The Wilderness Wars are 
hotter than ever. My old friend 
Hamlet (remember, he’s the one 
who discovered and killed the rat 
behind the curtain) put it this 
way: 

“To be, or not to be— that is the 
question — Whether 'tis nobler 
in the mind to suffer 
The slings and arrows of 
outrageous fortune, 

Or to take up arms against a 
sea of troubles. . . ” 

Well, for me, it’s time to fight 
with our arms, voices, minds and 
hearts. We cannot allow the 
wilderness to sink in a “sea of 
troubles.” This will be an endur- 
ance test for us all. 

Wyoming Wilderness Wars 
1982 

There’s a new steamroller in 
the West. It is one of the worst 
RARE II bills ever written. Yes, 
it is brought to us by three 
Republicans— it is the Wyoming 
Wilderness Act of 1982. 

There is one bit of good news: 
there is an oil and gas and mining 
withdrawal provision for the 
wilderness areas. 

The rest of the bill is simply 
terrible. Some features of the 
bill are: 

• It only proposes four areas— 
Gros Ventres, Cloud Peak, 
DuNoir and Popo Agie— two of 
them are existing Primitive 
Areas: the other two have some 
form of protection. 

• The proposals are all much 
smaller than Forest Service 
RARE II recommendations. 

• It amounts to only 479,367 
acres for wilderness. 

• It releases over 3.6 million 
acres from wilderness considera- 
tion. 

• Finally, it does not propose 
over 500,000 acreas for wilder- 
ness proposed by Carter Admin- 
istration and Forest Service. 


The bill is more than a far cry 
from the proposal by Wyoming 
Wilderness supporters— called 
“Alt. W” which proposes over 20 
areas and 2.47 million acres for 
wilderness. 

The Wyoming Wilderness Act 
is a “rock and ice” disaster. It is 
totally inadequate. In fact, we’d 
be better off without the bill. 
There is too much to lose if it 
passes. We will fight it to the 
bitter end. 

If you want to write: 


Dick Cheney 
House of Reps. 
Washington. D.C. 20515 

Sen. Malcolm Wallop 
U.S. Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 


Sen. Alan Simpson 

U.S. Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

Editorial— 

Howie Wolke 

I’ve got something to say, boys. 

I’ve got something to say. 

Just as soon as I find a way, boys, 
I’ve got something to say. 

— David Allen Coe 

Earth First! is growing up. 
Just two years ago, an idea began 
to take shape among a handful of 
friends who had worked together 
in the wilderness movement for 
years: the idea that the estab- 
lished environmental groups had 
lost their heart, soul and guts — 
and that a radical, no- 
compromise voice was desperate- 
ly needed. So. from the vast sea of 
raging moderation, irresponsible 
compromise, knee-jerk rhetor- 
ical Sierra Club dogma, and 
unknowing (ok, sometimes 
knowing) duplicity in the system- 
atic destruction of the Earth, a 
small seed of sanity sprouts: 
Earth First! 

Although I’ve not in recent 
months been able to spend much 
time helping to build the organ- 
ization (guiding all summer, 
working on a ranch in winter, 
and trying to stop timber sales 
and oil rigs here in northwest 
Wyoming during my spare time), 
I continue to be amazed, yet 
proud of Earth First! Particu- 
larly of the people who make it 
tick. Hell, a year ago I’d never 
heard of Pete Dustrud, and when 
I first caught the name Spurs 
Jackson, I thought it was an 
advertisement for something you 
wear on your cowboy boots. The 
talent, imagination, commit- 
ment, and support that EF! 
has attracted during its infancy 
is astounding. But the ultimate 
test of EF!’s success will be if we 
can effectively stop or slow the 
destruction of our planet, or if we 
can help throw a monkeywrench 
into the gears of the great multi- 
national corporate/big govern- 
ment machine. 

The preservation of naturally 
functioning ecosystems— of 
wilderness — represents the 
absolute highest level of human 
cultural and intellectual evolu- 
tion. As Dave Foreman has said, 
the wilderness concept is a truly 
radical concept. It is also the most 
basic necessity for the long term 
health and survival of our planet. 

I’m talking about REAL 
WILDERNESS: not wilderness 
with hard rock mines, oil leases, 
cattle grazing, gigantic Sierra 
Club outings, water storage pro- 
jects, and landing strips. Not the 
tiny, wildlife-poor wilderness 
that the government and mining 
companies allowed us to “create” 
back in 1964. No, I’m talking 
about wilderness as proposed in 
the EF! platform: wilderness in 


RARE II STATE 
WILDERNESS BILLS 


Moderate conservationists in 
several states are pushing RARE 
II wilderness bills for their states 
(Oregon, Utah, Arizona), the 
California bill is being con- 
sidered in the Senate, and the 
Wyoming congressional delega- 
tion has just introduced a truly 
abominable rock and ice RARE 
II wilderness bill for their state. 
The unbelievably bad Watt/ 
Lujan Wilderness Destruction 
Act ( H R 5603) is sure to goose the 
state by state RARE II bill 
process. This is an issue that local 
EF!ers should be involved in. 
Develop your own recommenda- 
tions for Forest Service wilder- 
ness in your state (such as in 
Oregon where EF! is proposing 6 
million acres of NF wilderness as 
compared to the Oregon Wilder- 
ness Coalition’s paltry 3.5 million 
acres). Go to the hearings. Push 


your larger acreages. Ask that 
roads be closed and larger wil- 
derness areas be designated. 
Don't be shy. Don’t compromise. 
And don’t let the pussy cat envi- 
ronmental groups in your state 
accept table scraps like New 
Mexico, Idaho, and Colorado 
conservationists already have. 
Bart Koehler and I are available 
as an E F! SW AT Team to come to 
your state and help develop and 
promote EF! RARE II recom- 
mendations. 

On a related note: BLM is 
developing their statewide wil- 
derness recommendations. The 
same tactics apply. Don’t sell out. 
Develop EF! proposals for real 
wilderness. Offer them as com- 
peting recommendations to the 
crumbs asked for by the Sierra 
Club and other groups. 

— Dave Foreman 
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multi-million acre chunks that 
represent all major ecosystems 
complete with all known biolog- 
ical components. And then some 
more wilderness just because 
wilderness is good for its own 
sake. 

And let’s not be apologetic for 
our radical proposals. Dammit, 
the enemy isn’t the least bit 
apologetic for wanting to cut 
every stick of timber, squeeze 
every drop of oil, and stripmine 
every valuable mineral from our 
mother, the Earth. I’ve never 
heard Exxon. Amax. Louisiana- 
Pacific. Watt, Burford, Gorsuch, 
or any other land-raping scum 
apologize for their destruction. 
Our function is to speak for the 
Earth First! It’s to fight for 
actions and programs that are 
necessary in order to preserve the 
health and diversity of our bio- 
sphere. We need not worry about 
how to restructure society in 
order to accommodate our pro- 
posals. Fuck society! We’re not in 
the business of trying to save 
civilization. There are plenty of 
others trying to do just that. We 
need to remain focused on pro- 
tecting and re-creating the 
Earth’s wilderness ecosystems, 
because nobody else is doing this! 

Earth First! has its roots 
deeply imbedded in the wilder- 
ness of the western U.S. We’ve 
recognized that wildnerness 
preservation is the most impor- 
tant and urgent necessity on 
Earth. Once wilderness is gone, it 
usually requires geologic time for 
nature to re-create it. And once 
the living organisms that depend 
on wilderness become extinct, 
they’re gone forever, so the earth 
becomes a little more impover- 
ished; a little less stable. 

I don’t mean to downplay the 
importance of other aspects of the 
environmental struggle. But 
eventually, the gears of this 
civilization will likely come 
grinding to a halt— sheared off by 
the immense weight of its own 
blundering, greed and idiocy. 
And when this glorious day 
occurs, the sky will gradually 
return to blue, and our im- 
prisoned and polluted waters will 
once again begin to run free and 
clear, as our population is 
forced— one way or another— to 
return to a manageable level. But 
it will all be for naught, unless 
we’ve had the vision and deter- 
mination to save wilderness and 
the wild things dependent upon 
it. 

So, speak out with passion 
against the mindless insanity of 
nuclear proliferation; against 
killer acid rain; against the mad- 
ness of toxic chemical wastes; 
against air you can see, water you 
can’t drink; and above all, against 
the Earth-raping criminal and 
contemptuous power-brokers of 
the multinationals and their 
governmental cohorts. But let 
Earth First! always concentrate 
its efforts on the wilderness 
battleground. It’s where we can 
do the most good. 

Howie Wolke 
Owl Creek, Wyoming 
February, 1982 



Down with the Dam 


Petition Campaign 

Glen Canyon Dam is more than 
the most obnoxious dam in the 
United States. It is more than the 
destroyer of Glen Canyon. It is a 
symbol of the industrialization of 
the American Wilderness. It is a 
rallying point for Earth lovers 
everywhere. And it is a dream. A 
dream that one day we shall see 
the mighty Colorado River 
flowing free through it once 
more. A dream that we will one 
day float peacefully on the 
Colorado and San Juan through 
Glen Canyon, see cottonwood 
seedlings growing once more, see 
the silt and faded Coors cans 
being scrubbed out of Music 
Temple by the wind and river. 
Glen Canyon will live again. And 


we will see it. 

Last spring, Ed Abbey 
launched the EARTH FIRST! 
petition campaign calling on 
Congress to order the dismant- 
ling of Glen Canyon Damn. We 
have collected several thousand 
signatures but we need at least 
ten thousand to make any impact. 
A copy of the petition is included 
in this newsletter. Make copies of 
it. get signatures, and send them 
in to EF!. Our petition campaign 
can have a major impact on river 
preservation throughout the 
country. (If everyone would get 
signatures like Missoula and 
Tucson have done, we could have 
tens of thousands of signatures.) 

—Dave Foreman 


OK, here is a sample for your 
petition. Put it on the top of a 
piece of paper, copy it, get all the 
signatures you can and return it 
to; Earth First!, P.O. Box 26221, 


Salt Lake City, Utah 84126 
Petitions need a signature, 
then printed name, address and 
zip. 


A Petition to the United States Congress 


The construction of Glen 
Canyon Dam and the filling of 
Lake Powell on the Utah/ 
Arizona border was probably the 
single most destructive project to 
the environment ever undertaken 
in the United States. It destroyed 
an incomparable area of red.rock 
canyon wilderness. We, the 
undersigned citizens of the 


United Statesof America, hereby 
petition our elected representa- 
tives in Congress assembled to 
pass legislation directing the 
breaching of Glen Canyon Dam 
and the draining of Lake Powell 
to allow the Colorado ’and San 
Juan Rivers to cleanse their can- 
yons and begin to recreate their 
wilderness. 


Roadshow Revives 


On the Road Again 

The EARTH FIRST! Road 
Show was such a success that we 
couldn't just let it die (although 
Johnny Sagebrush and Dave 
Foreman nearly did), so we have 
resurrected it. 

In return for some travel 
money, Johnny Sagebrush and 
Dave Foreman will come to your 
area with the Glen Canyon Damn 
movie, songs from the Little 
Green Songbook, and fired-up 
speeches and tall tales (we’re 
happy to report that Johnny has 

Cat Litter 

Open-Pit Mining on Rock Mesa 

Rock Mesa, located at the base 
of 10,350-foot South Sister in 
Oregon’s Three Sisters Wilder- 
ness is the unique result of a 
volcanic event similar to the 
present dome-building activity 
on Mount St. Helens. 

U.S. Pumice Co. of Burbank, 
California, plans to develop an 
open-pit mine on Rock Mesa to 
remove a non-strategic mineral, 
block pumice. The pumice is of 
two commercial grades, abrasive 
and decorative. Abrasive pro- 
ducts include scouring blocks for 
grills, toilet bowls and swimming 
pools; and cosmetic aids for 
removing bunions and callouses. 
Decorative pumice is sold for 
veneer pasted on walls of 
buildings and as boulders for 
landscaping features. The res- 
idue is sold for kitty litter and 
briquettes for gas fired hambur- 
ger grills. 

It is an expensive fight. We 
need your help to finance current 
legal fees and public education 
projects. It is the integrity of the 
Three Sisters Wilderness worth, 
to you. the price of a hamburger, 
dinner for two, a pair of boots, a 
fishing rod, a camera? Make out 
your check to: The Friends of the 
Three Sisters Wilderness, Rock 
Mesa Fund and mail to271 West 
12th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97401. 
Phone 344-0675 


some new songs and Dave has 
some new stories). Dave pre- 
sented the EF! message to 75 
people in Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
in January, and to another 75 in 
Enterprise, Oregon, in February. 
Johnny and Dave will both beat 
the annual meeting of the Utah 
Wilderness Association March 
27. in Sal t Lake City. Contact EF! 
in Salt Lake City on how to book 
them in your area. We particular- 
ly would like to present the Road 
Show at state-wide meetings like 



1080 


Tricky Dick banned the use of 
sodium fluoroacetate (Com- 
pound 1080) for predator killing 
in 1972. Since that time its wide- 
spread use has continued in the 
western states, albeit illegally. 
Senators and representatives 
sucking for cattle corporation 
bucks have lobbied for a decade 
for reinstated federal support of 
1080. Along with Reagan, they 
have been pressuring Watt, and 
Watt has in turn been pressuring 
Gorsuch. In January, the EPA 
overturned Nixon’s 1080 ban. 

Earth First! would like to see 
the coyotes going about their 
business of rodent and insect 
control, and singing in the wil- 
derness. But in fact, we are, 
through our tax dollars, poison- 
ing coyotes, their habitat and 
other inhabitants with 1080 and 
other poisons. RA _ BADGER 


Foundation For EF! 


EARTH FIRST! claims that it 
is more of a movement than an 
organization and so far we have 
done pretty well. We still have no 
officers, bylaws, constitution, tax 
exemption, or other bureaucratic 
slop. This is great for keeping us 
lean and mean, action-oriented, 
and grassroots in nature. How- 
ever, even a wayward-wind type 
of outfit like EF! needs money to 
keep on blowing and the fact that 
contributions to EF! are not tax- 
deductible makes it a little 
difficult to raise money. 

Therefore, a separate organ- 
ization, the EARTH FIRST! 
FOUNDATION, is currently 
being organized which will have 
501(c)(3) status with the IRS 
(which means that contributions 
to it are deductible for income tax 
purposes). Tentatively, the EF! 
Foundation plans to engage 
several consultants at part time 
fees to conduct educational and 
research projects on various 


issues of interest to EF! (like Ned 
Ludd Books, exploitation threats 
to wilderness, etc.). The Founda- 
tion will also make grants to local 
EF! goups and to EF! for specific 
projects. Among the consultants 
to be funded by the Foundation 
are Bart Koehler, Tony Moore, 
and Dave Foreman. As soon as 
the Foundation is set up and has 
its tax status, this newsletter will 
let you know. So, if you’re looking 
for a place to d rop a couple of tax- 
deductible C-notes, have we got a 
deal for you! Currently, however, 
tax-deductible contributions can 
be made to EARTH FIRST! 
through the Canyonlands En- 
vironmental Education Center 
(Box 177, Moab, Utah 84532). 
Make out your check to C.E.E.C. 
and send it in. Indicate that it is to 
be forwarded to EF!. C.E.E.C.’s 
IRS ID # is 94-2427592. (Don’t 
worry, though, EARTH FIRST! 
itself will remain a disorganiza- 
tion.) 


EF! Road Show to Hit Oregon 
During Earth Week 

Johnny Sagebrush and Dave 
Foreman will be bringing the 
EARTH FIRST! message to 
Oregon during Earth Week 
April 18 to 24 with appearances 
in Eugene, Corvallis, Portland 
and possibly other locations. Con- 
tact Steve Kramer (phone # in 
Eugene), Lynn Cochrane (phone 
# in Corvallis), and Eileen Key 
(236-7308 in Portland) for details. 
Contact EF! in Salt Lake City if 
you would like Dave and Johnny 
to hit your area of the Northwest 
during this trip. 


NOTICE 

Only paid-up subscribers will 
be receiving the EF! Newsletter 
from now on. The expense in- 
volved in producing this rag 
prohibits mass distribution, and 
we feel it’s only fair to con- 
centrate our efforts toward 
giving our paid subscribers the 
best newsletter possible. 

This isn’t meant to imply that 
only paid-up subscribers are 
Earth First!ers: If you or some- 
one you know is broke, but still 
place the best interests of Earth 
First!, we’ll be glad to work it out 
so interested folks get this paper. 
Just send us a note to that effect. 

Nevertheless, Earth First! 
does need money from those who 
can afford it. With each issue, we 
have been gaining 50-100 sub- 
scribers. which has been just 
enough to get the next issue going 
(we now have close to 1,000 sub- 
scribers). 

In conjunction with this issue, 
we’re mailing a subscription 
appeal to all unpaid subscribers. 
If half of those people are Earth 
Firstlers, and pay up, we should 
be set for the next six months or 
so. 

Meanwhile, this is YOUR 
newsletter. If you have sugges- 
tions, written material, news 
reports, letters to Earth First!, or 
even more money you can afford 
to send in, please do! 

Regional contacts for Earth 
First! may requestextra copies to 
be sent to them. Organizing is 
tough business and we’re sure 
you can use all the help you can 
get. 

Also, to save several hundred 
dollars on postage, we are 
mailing this newsletter 3rd class 
bulk rate, and we will continue to 
mark your newsletter, “Forward 
or return postage guaranteed.” 
Therefore, please send any 
change of address ASAP. 


Private Land Acreage 
By State 

The Sagebrush Rebels (better 
known in the earlier days as 
bunko artists, used car salesmen, 
and rustlers) love to beat their 
breasts about how unfortunate 
the western states are in the 
amount of private land they con- 
tain. They claim that the 
economics of the poor western 
states are strangled by the huge 
amounts of federal lands and the 
small amount of private land 
available for good ‘ol red blooded 
American free enterprise (other- 
wise known as rape, scrap, and 
run). 

Tim McKay of the Northcoast 
Environmental Center in Areata, 
California, thought it might be 
interesting to figure up just how 
much private land per capita 
there is on a state by state basis. 
We herewith present his calcu- 
lations (based on 1979 data). Use 
it to toss cold water on the next 
Sagebrush Rebel you see frothing 
at the mouth. 


1. Alaska 

94.96 

2. Montana .* 

83.37 

d. Wyoming 

71.14 

4. South Dakota 

65.87 

5. North Dakota 

64.02 

0. Now Mexico 

41.81 

7. Nebraska 

30.69 

8. Kansas 

21.85 

9. Idaho 

21.18 

10. Arizona 

16.60 

11. Colorado 

15.46 

12. Oklahoma 

14.69 

IS. Utah 

14.02 

11. Nevada 

13.90 

15. Arkansas 

13.85 

IK. Texas 

12.31 

17. Iowa 

12.27 

IS. Minnesota 

11.76 

19. Mississippi 

11.72 

20. Oregon 

11.58 

21. Vermont 

11.46 

22. Virginia 

9.44 

2d. Missouri 

8.64 

24. Washington 

7.69 

25. West Virginia 

7.62 

2(1. Wisconsin 

7.02 

27. liOiiisiana 

6.91 

28. (leorgia 

6.84 

29. Kentucky 

6.83 

dO. South Carolina 

6.20 

21. New Hampshire 

5.68 

d2. Tennessee 

5.67 

33. Maine 

5.57 

34. North Carolina \ . 

5.23 


4.19 

30. Hawaii 

3.76 

d7. Michigan 

3.58 

d8. Florida . . .' 

3.46 


3.13 

•to. Ohio 

2.41 

41. Pennsylvania 

2.39 

42. California 

2.35 

4d. Delaware 

2.10 

14. New York 

1.72 

15. Maryland 

1.47 

40. Connecticut 

1.00 

47. Massachusetts 

85 

48. Rhode Island 

72 

49. New .Jersey 

63 

5o. Alabama 

29 
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Nuking the Canyons 



Davis Canyon. The nuke waste from all the nuke industries will be dumped here, if we let it. 


Continued from Page 1 
five others). They have also lost a 
few million cubic feet of propane 
in this same formation the DOE 
is now considering for a nuke 
dump. 

Gibson Dome (proposed site for 
the dump) borders not only 
Canyonlands, but also Bridger 
Jack Mesa Wilderness Study 
Area and the Lockhart Basin 
WSA. Plus, it would squat in the 
midst of the 10 million-acre 
Escalante Preserve proposed, 
nay, demanded by Earth First! 

In a paradigm of haste, the 
DOE concludes that it is “ex- 
tremely improbable that 
biologically important concen- 
trations of the wastes will ever 
reach the human environment.” 

And be damned with the planet 
or Mother Earth, right?? 

They were dead wrong on MX, 
but these uranium blockheads 
don’t seem to get the picture yet. 
Planting bombs and throwing 
irradiated junk all over the earth 
threaten to poison all living 
organisms. 

Meanwhile, the DOE is free to 
pursue its two-headed monster 
gone berserk, like a core melting 
down. 

As early as 1958, the USGS 
identified salt deposits for 
potential dumping of spent nuke 
fuel. Fifteen states were iden- 
tified by the old AEC— the same 
outfit who said fallout was safe 
when above-ground atomic bomb 
“testing” was going on. The AEC 
had to pull out of Lyons, Kansas 


in an earlier attempt to site a 
dump there because too many 
“variables” were found. 

By 1980, plans were rapidly 
progressing toward full-scale 
attack on the Paradox Basin in 
southern Utah. The site of the 
nuke waste attack is almost 
certain to be Gibson Dome. The 
Paradox Area Report, a 1981 
Bechtel/Woodward-Clyde paper, 
recommended another part of the 
basin as more favorable on three 
important counts— seismic sta- 
bility, impact on WSAs and 
National Parks, and flooding 
potential— but Gibson Dome was 
chosen as the “preferred” dump 
site. 

The DOE plans to bury their 
radioactive nightmare a few 
thousand feet down in one of the 
salt layers. The NRC ruled in 
1981 that nuke dumps and plants 
can’t be sited closer than five 
miles from known surface earth- 
quake faults. Gibson Dome lies 
just six miles from the Needles 
Fault Zone and the Grabens, 
which wre formed by salt flow 
fracturing the overlying for- 
mation. The Needles is a beauti- 
ful pinnacled area formed by salt 
flow in Quaternary time. But the 
DOE is convinced that there is 
“negligible faulting” here. 

The Paradox Area Report 
states that Lockhart Basin (near 
the site) formed from the disso- 
lution of probably 1,100 vertical 
feet of salt. The report also states 


that oil has been found just 14 
miles northeast of Gibson Dome. 

East of the “site,” Hatch Mesa 
shows evidence of northwest- 
trending faults that may well run 
into the proposed nuke site. 
Groundwater in Hatch Mesa 
flows north and west along these 
faults toward the Colorado River. 

Faults are identified by the 
Bechtel/Woodward-Clyde report 
as dangerous because radio- 
active particles and minute 
“radionuclides” can migrate 
along even the smallest earth 
cracks. Brilliant deduction. 

In the past two years, earth- 
quakes as high as 2.4 on the 
Richter Scale have been mon- 
itered in. the Gibson Dome area. 
The report acknowledges that 
high frequency vibrations 
brought on by even a small, close 
quake, could damage the salt 
structure’s integrity. 

More “test” boreholes are 
planned this year and next, and 
then. . . 

The DOE claims that the 
untold millirems of radiation 
escaping per year would be 
“acceptable.” The Department of 
“Haste” (DOE) does not guaran- 
tee that ■ nuclear waste and 
ground water will never come in 
contact, only that it will seek to 
“minimize contact between 
groundwater and wastes” and 
limit (hopefully) radiation escape 
beyond “unacceptable amounts.” 
It sounds like they spend more on 
public relations than on research. 

The Pa radox Area Report esti- 
mates it would take 131,000 years 
for leaking radiation to reach the 
Colorado River. But it contends 
that radiation could escape much 
sooner at other points, and reach 
the biosphere in 12,500 years or 
so. 

The public or whatever other 
life is around, of course, will not 
find out about any leak until it 
happens. . . and we don’t even 
want to go into that. 

Though the local population 
will jump by more than 4,800 
people according to the report, 
the nuke dump will be “secur- 
able," they say. 

“The risk of vandalism or 
sabotage in a remote area will be 
decreased as unauthorized 
human activity in and around the 
repository will be more obvious,” 
states the report. 


Initially, there will be plenty of 
destruction to plant and animal 
life, pollution of air and scarce 
water, plus destruction of vistas 
at Canyonlands. Numerous 
Anasazi ruins in the region, 
representing Basketmaker 
through Pueblo periods, will no 
doubt be vandalized. The Salt 
Creek Archaeological District 
(on the national register of 
historic places) is less than a half 
mile from the proposed dump 
site. 

A 32-mile railroad spur is 
planned for the region, as well as 
major utility lines, highways and 
an airport, or two. And a coal- 
fired plant will be built nearby to 
provide abundant power for this 
madness! 

Eight million tons of earth and 
salt will be removed and dumped 
who knows where to make room 
for 700,000 cubic feet of the 
deadliest poison technology has 
ever produced. 

Grassroots opposition to a 
Canyonlands National Nuclear 
Waste Park is growing. Earth 
First! and others have de- 
nounced the dump. 

Even Governor Matheson 
himself is on record as opposing 
dumping radioactive wastes in 
Utah. Recently, Matheson fought 
especially hard against the MX 
shell game. 

“It takes a lot of leaps of faith to 
be confident it’s safe,” said 
Genvieve Atwood recently of the 
salt dome scheme. Atwood is 
director of the Utah Geological 
and Mineral Survey, and a 
member of the governor’s 
Nuclear Waste Repository Task 
Force. 

“First you’ve got to trust the 
scientists,” said Atwood, “Then 
you’ve got to trust the engineers. 
Finally, you’ve got to trust that 
the work will be done right.” 

A gas company consultant and 
Harvard neurobiologist Bill 
Hedden, who lives in Castle 
Valley, Utah, recently chal- 
lenged the results of DOE studies 
charging that important facts 
were withheld at public 
hearings. 

Drillers hit natural gas in the 
Mississippian Formation under 
the salt dome, Hedden said. “That 
was totally cove rd up by the DOE 
representative in the public 
hearings.” 


Republican Congressman, Dan 
Marriott, has described storage 
of nuclear waste in the Pacific as 
a possible alternative to storage 
in southern Utah. He also sug- 
gested financial compensation be 
made to the people of Marshall 
Islands, thereby setting a pre- 
cedent for compensating 
southern Utah radiation fallout 
victims. 

During his term, Marriott has 
been to Saudia Arabia, Israel. 
Egypt, Ivory Coast, Ireland, 
Italy, Zimbabwe, South Africa 
and Nigeria on his “factfinding” 
tours, but he can’t seem to find 
any facts here. 

For his part, Marriott said of 
his tour of the South Pacific, 

* Guam should become econom- 
ically stable enough to be 
adopted as the 51st state of the 
union.” 

But the worst part of this 
dump idea is the transportation 
of the waste, In 1978, DOT re- 
ported that if only a single 
spent nuke fuel cask broke near 
a large city, 5,000 human 
deaths and $2 billion in proper- 
ty damage would result. An 
area the size of Pennsylvania 
could become “off limits” for a 
few hundred thousand years. 
Nevertheless, on February 1, 
1982, new regulations went into 
effect designating the nation’s 
interstate highway system as 
the preferred shipping route 
for nuclear waste. 

So, what shall we do? Earth 
First! demands that all nukes 
be shut down first, and that all 
waste be adequately contained. 
Then, and only then, will we 
talk about the disposal of their 
garbage. The Feds are under 
pressure from the utilities, so 
let’s put the pressure on both of 
them! — B.A. Badger 

“We had a meeting scheduled 
icith DOE an January t>. hut 
they didn't show up a nd didn't 
call. We ha rent been able to get 
on ang of their mailing lists. 
We’re had a eery difficult time 
getting DOE to acknowledge 
that there is a park there." 

—Pete Perry. 
Superintendent of 
Canyonlands, Arches and 
Natural Bridges, Utah 


' “ Don’t weep for the Earth, 
fight to save her." 

Motto at Sacred Black 
Hills Gathering 

“If El Salvador is to be 
another Viet Nam, so be it. ” 
— Dan Marriott, 
Congressman from Utah 

“Get your guns, you cowardly sons 
of bitches, and get into the woods. ” 
— Mother Jones, 1912 



Looking south along Colorado River in Canyonlands National 
Park. Nuke waste would be trained in along route off to the left. 


Dumping on the Dump 


A few weeks ago, many of you 
received a flyer announcing the 
march and relay race being or- 
ganized by the Grand County 
Concerned Citizens’ Coalition 
(GCCCC). This event is designed 
to draw some attention to the 
absurdity of the DOE’s plan to 
site the nation’s nuke waste can in 
southern Utah, right next to the 
Needles District of Canyonlands 
National Park. (Mississippi 
recently imposed a moratorium 
on an DOE activity there and the 
governor of Texas has told DOE 
to get out of their state, too. Now, 
Governor Matheson of Utah has 
the ball in his hands, but he is 
being pressured by southern 
Utah politicos to bring the dump 
here.) 

The walk/run event should be 
getting under way by the time 
this newsletter gets to you. On 
March 21, the walk portion of the 
activities will begin at Davis 
Canyon, where marchers will 
hike the back-country route 
where high-level radioactive 
waste is to be shipped in. Five 
days later, on March 27, the relay 


race will commence from Moab, 
Utah, where a succession of 
runners will carry a petition and 
resolution to the steps of the Utah 
State Capital. A rally is planned 
for Monday, March 29, in Salt 
Lake to greet the runners. 

Earth First! is assisting with 
this demonstration, but is de- 
manding that the DOE imposes a 
moratorium on ALL nuclear 
waste production (shut down the 
nukes!). After which, we will be 
willing to discuss where to put 
the waste. 

Meanwhile, Ray Tibbetts, the 
Grand County Commissioner, 
whose little band of Sagebrush 
Rebels gained the spotlight on 
July 4, '80. with their invasion of a 
WSA near Moab, are planning to 
sabotage this event, whether by 
“infiltrating” the environmental 
groups, or by other means. What 
are these self-styled vigilantes 
calling themselves? Ray’s 
Raiders, of course. 

It promises to be an exciting 
time around here, what with all 
the various pro and anti- 
environmental activity going on. 


EARTH 
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c4RMED 

WITH 

VISIONS 

Submissions are invited of poems, 
songs, spoofs, and all eco-radical 
or earth-nurturing work, especi- 
ally from EF! women (to balance 
the many gonzo male voices) • 

Include SASE if you want work 
returned • All rights reserved to 
the authors • Send pieces to Art 
Goodtimes, Box 1008, Telluride, 

CO 81435. 


(oVj Wuf 


The Air Downtown 

Pedestrians are peppered 
by cinders of bus exhaust. 

Diesel fumes 

from a semi’s smokestack 
are as black as 
a shiner, and linger like 
a bruise in the air. 

Commuters gun their engines: 
vehicles jammed in traffic, 
open a carbon monoxide barrage. 

The air turns 
the color of asphalt. 

Try to breathe 
whenever you can. 

— Wally Swist 
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A man’s tracks, leaving, 

You say the fox came again, early. 

thin as a rail. 

barking. 

full moon, above the trees, above the ice, 
above the ripples of cloud, 
orange with the fires of the north, 
huge. 

You choose a mask, begin to dance. 

I settle for the comfort of smoke. 

Caribou run through my dreams. 

T’saa. 

— Gary Lawless 


4. No one will notice anyway. 


Earth Girl 


THE GAY SCIENCE 

(to be sung to the tune of “I Write the Songs”) 

For work I drive a tractor 
I was bom near a reactor 
And they tell us only good can come from it. 

But I’ll tell you through my hare-lip 
And I ivon’t let my split-tongue slip 
That the ears that I don't have belong to science. 

I guess I could be bitter 

At the way they slit my skitter 

'Cause my rectal mucous don 't know where to go. 


Earth Girl 

never standing still. . . 
turning purely with a fraction 
of intent . . 

giving freely. . . 

If it must be so 

mine own hands „ 

will cast off your burden. . . 

I love you Earth Girl. . . 

—Rocky Cliffhammer 

8. I don’t want to talk about it, 

from “The Un- Americans” 


1. who knows does not say 


i took the Fifth Amendment 


not to incriminate myself 


108 times myself 

•A 

108 times I learned to say No 

a. 

learned not to say at all 

& 

now say and say 

a, 

e 

billboards on the tongue 


quickly ripped doivn. 

© 

$ 

— Will Inman 

6 

e 

X 

10. I’m scared. 

« 

s 

WILDERNESS is where I worship 

§ 

my God 

-o 

© 

What shall I do when all of 


God’s temples are gone? 

a 

e 

What shall God do when the last 


temple is destroyed? 

© 

What will happen when there is 

J 

no more wilderness? 

*© 

Wrath may be a gentle word. 

oo 

— Jim Rosenthal 

V 

© 


And you’ll notice by my gait 
That the leg they had to amputate 
Ws in the way of my third flipper hand. 

Ya ' know. Progress has a price 
And I guess I’ve paid mine twice 
But I keep looking to the future anyway. 

Where money may yet buy 
A brand new pair of eyes 
And plastic faces for the handicapped. 

Chorus 

lam yours, you are mine 
We are everywhere. 

We are sons of that gay science 
Though my lungs are an appliance 
I'll scream it ‘till my throat tears ear to ear. 
Progress, Progress! Let us march on hand in hand. 
Where reactors grow like wildflowers 
Into the promised land. 

So you wonder, I am sure 
why my attitude’s so pure, 
and I admit that it might seem a trifle strange. 

But Con Ed has got a program 

Rehabilititating morons 

who are victims of their energy designs. 

They’ve grafted what remains 

of my dessicated frame 

to this shiny agricultural machine. 

/ know the guys will cheer 

in the plants owned by John Deere 

when I compliment them on their gears and hoses. 

But the best, I still avow 

comes when I drop my plow 

and cut, and scrape, and fuck my mother Earth. 

so acknowledge your unreason. 

Your bodies are your treason! 

Donate them to an industry today! 

— Marc Brown 


TO INHERIT THE LAND 

When frost climbs into apples, 
farmers press it clear again 
to fill the winter glasses 
in Woelgers' kitchen. 

They breathe their own frost over schnapps 
to revenge the fields 
which bend them 

while Frau Woelger serves the pig 
she has worried years for. 

Woelgers’ daughter has returned from Australia, 

Frau Woelger is swollen 
to match her tvork. She speaks 
to the Virgin, to beg 
that among these men 

is one to help the daughter 
forget hot countries, 
grow her mother's clothes 
and lore the animals 
she must kill for him. 

— Da vid Chorlton 


I remember all too well 
my grandfather too weak at 85 to stand 
against the wall heater ducts to relieve 
the pain in his spine and the morning 
my grandmother was being wheeled 
to the nursing home 
(she cried for me the night before: 

“Come help me, Steve, I’m fastened to these tree tops, 
Come help. ”) 

but now they were taking her 
away, and that is the last sight I had 
of her, our car pulling away from 
the a irport. . . 

—Steve Clark 


The Rebirth of My Mouth 

Now I return to the forgotten way. 

I throw axvay my fork and spoon. 

My knife? I will use my mouth for killing now. 

My teeth are sharp enough. 

My jaws are strong enough to tear off chunks of living flesh. 
I can crush skills with a single bite, 

Rip throats, tear guts in a second. 

Eat the eyes while they still can see 
And the ears while they can still hear. 

I began by eating with my fingers. 

Then it was time for my hands to be tied behind m y back. 
To bend over the plate and eat like that. 

Then it was time to let myself loose 
four -legged in the woods for a summer, 

To re-leam hoiv to stalk 
or lie in wait for my prey. 

To remember at last the best place to bite. 

to sla ughter my food. 

Note I am ready to kiss. 

Now I am ready to speak 
of joy and tru th 

with my mouth. . 


OVERPOPULATION HAIKU 

Does Homo Sapiens 
really want condos 
more than condors? 


—Jeff Poniewaz 


On the Way to Work 

Every fall, 

the County Highway 

Department deposits, truck by 

truck, a huge pile of sand and gravel- 

corner of Bloomf ield & 

Ionia Roads. All winter, 
behind it, the young 
Deputy Sheriffs 

^ ' — Stephen Lewandowski 


Lets get down to bare bones 


Armed 

With 

Visions 
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EVERYTHING YOU EVER BELIEVED 



Mardy Murie on a wilderness experience, “Whatever inspiration 
you get might make you a nice sweet personality, but unless you try 
to do something to save the planet with this personality, then it 
hasn’t profited the world anything." 


Murie Interview 

Continued, from Page 1 


Query: The number of 
visits logged annually in the nation- 
al parks is perpetually increasing. 
Given that the parks provide con- 
vention facilities, opportunities for 
hang gliders, opportunities for 
snowmobilers and mountaineers, 
just about every form of recreation 
one can imagine, do you see the 
parks as being appropriately in- 
volved in all these areas? 

Mrs. Murie: I think for the good of 
the future, the park service needs 
to go back to the National Park Act 
of 1916, and the wording of that act 
is, as I understand it, is that every 
part of the park not needed for 
utilities and services should be 
treated as natural areas, as wil- 
derness. 

Otherwise, they’re not going to 
be able to satisfy the stipulation 
laid down in 1916 that the land 
should be administered and pre- 
served for future generations. 

Now, if you apply that rule to 
national parks, I don’t think you 
would have hang gliders or snow- 
mobilers or certainly not off road 
vehicles. Many of the things that 
are now countenanced should be 
operated in other places, not na- 
tional parks. I think the national 
parks should be in the first rank of 
our preservation ideals. 

Q: How might one draw a distinc- 
tion between the various uses that 
might have a place in the national 
parks? 

Mrs. Murie: Well, of course, if 
most of the areas in the national 
parks are treated as wilderness, 
then there are no mechanized vehi- 
cles or operations of any kind. In 
the wilderness areas on the nation- 
al forests and so on, they don’t even 
allow the use of chain saws for trail 
work. It has to be done by hand 
tools. No such noises in the wil- 
derness. And I think the American 
people can afford to stand by these 
ideals; I don’t think it would hurt 
anybody to have some really super- 
lative experiences left to us. 

Q: Would you suggest then that 
those regulations which apply to 
wilderness areas should also apply 
to national parks as a whole? 

Mrs. Murie: Under the Wilderness 
Act, each park was supposed to 
study how much of their area 
should be wilderness. And, for inst- 
ance, in the wilderness area plan 
that was submitted by the park 
service here, on which we had 
hearings several years ago, about 
97 percent of Yellowstone was to be 
regarded as wilderness. And I 
think that is being done. The other 
operations go in the other percent. 
Yet all of these things have not 
been passed through Congress. 

I think that’s one of the difficult 
thngs in the Wilderness Act; they 
provided for these studies to be 
made of how much for wilderness 
and how much for administrative 
purposes in the parks and then the 
public hearings and the environ- 
mental impact statements and all 
that. Then it all has to be in- 
troduced in Congress — each one of 
them — and so some of them have 
gone through and many of them 
haven’t; they’ve been lost in the 
press of other things, I guess. 

Q: This line of questioning is 
prompted by a recent visit to West 
Yellowstone... 

Mrs. Murie: Oh, boy... 

Q: When I was there, I was stunned 
by the fact that that area has be- 


come a national center for snow- 
mobiling. At Madison Junction, 14 
miles in, we were surrounded by 
the constant hum of snowmobiles... 
Mrs. Murie: It doesn’t take long for 
me to get resentful of 
snowmobiles... 

Q : And yet in the broader context I 
ruminated that these people have 
just as much right to use the re- 
sources that are protected for the 
nation as a whole. Simultaneously I 
thought that the park service 
seems actually to be almost a pro- 
moter of experiences that don’t 
necessarily seem to be in keeping 
with protection of the wilderness. 
Mrs. Murie: I think you’ve hit on 
the very point I’d like to em- 
phasize. I think there’s been a 
growing pressure on the park ser- 
vice to consider all recreation, in- 
cluding mechanized recreation, as 
a very valid part of the activities of 
visitors to the national parks. Most 
all of the national parks are out- 
standing from the standpoint of sol- 
itude and scenery and inspiration 
of many kinds. And I think we need 
less emphasis on recreation which 
includes noisy things. I’m very sen- 
sitive to noise and I think it’s the 
noise that shatters the impact of an 
experience in the wilderness. 

Q: Are you saying that noise in and 
of itself is incongruous with wil- 
derness experience? 

Mrs. Murie: Yes, I’m saying wil- 
derness should be left to the noise 
of the wilderness. If you have a 
snowmobile or chain saw going, 
you don’t hear the noise of the 
varied thrush or Wilson warbler or 
any of the birds that are in the 
area. You don’t hear the chatter of 
a red squirrel. These things are 
fractured. 

Q: If motorized recreation and 
other “non-wilderness” uses are 
discouraged, and were the net ef- 
fect to be a big decrease in the 
number of people able or likely to 
visit these facilities, would there be 
perhaps a net loss from the point of 
view of society’s appreciation of 
outdoor values? 

Mrs. Murie: Of course, I don’t 
understand what recreation they 
get from riding a snowmobile, but 
they are allowed in the park on all 
the unplowed roads in the winter 
time. It seems to me that the most 
experience they can get from these 
things is just the mere thrill of 
speed and passage over the ter- 
rain. And they get that on the un- 
plowed roads. 

In other parts of the park, I don’t 
know what they experience be- 
cause the noise would probably 
chase away wildlife they might 
see. And I think it would be a 
limited experience; to me it is 
limited to the experience of speed 
and power. And I don’t think it’s 
good for their physiques. 

Q: In light of all this, should a park 
visitor, then, be entertained or 
amused by the managers of the 
park? 

Mrs. Murie: I don’t think so. The 
parks themselves are enough for 
any sensitive person, and if a per- 
son is insensitive to what’s in the 
parks, then he can just as well 
drive his automobile along the free- 
ways. I do think we have to have 
these qualitative standards or else 
the whole park system will be de- 
voted to, quote, entertainment. 

Q: ... in competition with the pri- 
vate sector? 

Mrs. Murie: Yes, and I don’t think 
that’s what the national parks 
should be or were meant to be. 


Q : As someone who knows and has 
known the Tetons intimately for 
decades, what are some of the con- 
crete pressures that you’ve seen 
develop in the broad view? 

Mrs. Murie: Well, we’ve been talk- 
ing about snowmobiles for one, but 
the most important real pressure 
on this national park is simply the 
growth of the population in Teton 
County, the development of more 
and more houses and con- 
dominiums and the great pressure 
of all the new real estate develop- 
ers who we’ve had descend on us. 

You might argue that the valley 
can hold 180,000 people, and we’d 
still have the national forest and 
the elk refuge and the national 
park for recreation, but you know 
very well if there were that many 
people, hiking and riding horse- 
back on the trails, having motor- 
boats on the lake and all those 
things that are now sort of controll- 
able would have a tremendous im- 
pact on the parks, would change 
the whole aspect of it. I really think 
that is the worst thing, just people. 
Q: And overuse? 

Mrs. Murie: That’s right; it’s de- 
structive. It sounds selfish, I know. 
I’ve lived in this valley for 52 years 
and people might say, well, that’s 
not democratic for you to say no- 
body more, but we’re faced with a 
physical fact here. There’s a sat- 
uration point, and we’ve passed 
that already. 

Q : If there is some sort of an objec- 
tive limit on what the land can 
support, then how can this be de- 
fined, given that the park in par- 
ticular can be viewed as a public 
resource, open by its very nature to 
the nation’s people? 

Mrs. Murie: It’s a public resource 
that the park service is obligated to 
preserve for the public. And if it 
can’t be preserved in at least half 
its pristine character, then the 
park service has done a disservice 
to the American people. You can’t 
have it both ways: either these 
priceless areas, which are shrines 
really, are going to be preserved 
for the future or they aren’t. 

Q: As Jackson has developed as a 
resort destination, is there an equal 
increase in the demand on back- 
country resources? 

Mrs. Murie: Yes, I know more and 
more people coming to the valley 
who are interested in only the gen- 
tle physical kinds of recreation 
here which include backpacking, 
canoeing or floating, and these 
aren’t harmful. 

But I’m sure there’s more and 
more of it. We have a growing 
young population here. I saw that 
last night at the lecture (Gary Sny- 
der spoke at the Teton Science 
School). At least 75 percent of the 
audience I’m sure were young peo- 
ple under 30. Everyone wants to 
live in Jackson Hole, but that’s the 
sad diliemna. Everybody can’t and 
still have Jackson Hole. 

Q : These young people have a sen- 
sitivity to the park’s role... 

Mrs. Murie: Yes, that’s one thing 
that gives me a little hope. My 
friend and I were talking about this 
on the way home last night. These 
young people are here for a fairly 
harmless purpose, just wanting to 
live in this beautiful valley. And I 
don’t think they are the ones who 
are harming things very much. 

But we have another dilemna 
here, which is the impact of land 
values, you see. Rich people can 
come and build houses. The people 
who service them also have to have 
someplace to live. Preserving the 
park resource should be the first 
duty; it’s as simple as that. You 
could say, for example, that the 
moose maybe don’t mind the snow- 
mobilers, but the mere fact of that 
intrusion, that noise, just doesn’t 
belong. 
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There are plenty of other places 
for them to go. Citizens who come 
to the parks should have a. propriet- 
ory feeling of wanting to keep the 
parks in really good shape, even if 
they have to sacrifice a little visita- 
tion themselves in order to do that. 
Anyone willing to get out on their 
own two feet realizes that the back- 
country can’t be overcrowded or it 
will be degraded to the extent that 
it’s not the same experience, so 
these people are willing to wait for 
campsite. 

Q: Yes, I was surprised last sum- 
mer to see the backcountry restric- 
tions working as well as they did, 
and also surprised to see the sheer 
density of crowds in some of the 
more accessible areas like Jenny 
Lake. It was interesting to try to 
envision the experiences people 
were having in these areas and 
wonder whether it was one they 
would cherish. And, if it was, 
whether they were in keeping with 
the purposes for which the parks 
were set aside. 

Mrs. Murie: Yes, you wonder if 
there is anything akin to a real 
appreciation or a spiritual experi- 
ence that a person can have while 
riding in an automobile ; that’s kind 
of an interesting question. I sup- 
pose if they saw a moose feeding in 
a pond by the side of the road and 
stopped to watch that moose for 
awhile; I suppose that’s something 
they might remember. But of 
course I feel the greater experi- 
ence is away from mechanized 
equipment, whatever kind it is. 

Q: Maybe this would depend on the 
capacity of the individual for ex- 
perience. 

Mrs. Murie: I would suppose that 
heredity and environment and the 
type of bringing up they had, the 
type of training they’ve had, their 
whole personality and being enters 
into this. I think it’s possible for a 
person to have a meaningful ex- 
perience anyplace where there is a 
natural environment. It doesn’t 
have to be a huge wilderness. This 
is a point Gary Snyder brought up 
last night. 

Also, you go into the wilderness 
for quietness and solitude and 
meditation. But you don’t keep this 
to yourself. You go back to where 
you live and live there in light of 
the same kind of experience you 
had in the wilderness, so that you 
carry these experiences into your 
daily life. 

I think the big question is popula- 
tion. I think that unless population 
is controlled all over the world, 
there is going to be a tremendous, 
fatal impact on the world itself. 
And I think, as I’ve said in many 
talks, that nature has some rights 
and she may demand them. Nature 
may turn on us. I think we’ve 
reached almost the brink of exploi- 
tation in this country and all over 
the world because we’re using up 
our resources so fast. We’re dam- 
ming the rivers and polluting the 
rivers and doing all of the things 
that are destructive to the planet. 
And at the same time there’s too 
many people occupying certain 
places. You can’t close your eyes to 
it entirely. 

Q : Given that one of the things that 
can stem these developments is a 
strong environmental movement, 
how can it compete in a world 
where fewer and fewer people have 
access to outdoor experience in 
general? Do you see this as a 
problem? 

Mrs. Murie: I like to quote a fam- 
ous Canadian writer who years ago 
contributed something to save a 
canoe area somewhere in Canada. 
He said he knew he’d never go 
there, but it did him a lot of good to 
know it was there. And I think 
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they’re a good many urban people 
who would still like to know that in 
our great big United States of 
America we still cherish some of 
our natural world that was here 
before we came. Man has been 
pretty arrogant; he’s going to reap 
where he sowed one of these days. 
Q : One of the feelings among many 
people at this time is that the en- 
vironmental movement is elitist 
because it is only the wealthy who 
can afford to visit distant wil- 
derness areas. 

Mrs. Murie: I don’t know what 
people mean when they say elitist. 
In my mind they mean people who 
have plenty of means by which to 
travel anywhere they want. Is that 
what they mean? 

Q: I would think so... 

Mrs. Murie: Well, in my mind, 
these young people who are ex- 
periencing the wilderness, I don’t 
think they would like to hear the 
term elitist applied to them. They- 
’re out there in maybe very 
minimum equipment and nothing 
fancy or expensive about anything 
they’re doing. And maybe they’re 
not coming back to their jobs in the 
city with a great deal to contribute 
to their fellow man, but at least I 
don’t think they’re doing any harm 
to the universe. 

Q: This argument, for example, 
came up. when preservation of 
Alaskan lands was discussed. 

Mrs. Murie: I don’t think that argu- 
ment applies because as far as I’m 
concerned these areas are set aside 
for the present and for the future, 
and are of such exceptional merit 
that they need to be preserved 
whether anybody goes there or not. 

I’ve been very much involved in 
the Alaskan thing for 10 years or 
more, and I grew up in Alaska, so 
I’ll have to be excused for feeling 
very strongly about it. I just feel 
it’s the last reserve the United 
States has of such grandeur and 
such beauty that it should be pre- 
served for its own sake. If people 
visit these areas, they need to go 
gently and with due respect. I don’t 
think that’s too outlandish an idea 
to try to hold up before the Ameri- 
can people. 

Q : So the question of utility is sub- 
ordinate? 

Mrs. Murie: Yes. 

Q: Looking at the environmental 
movement in the broadest sense, 
has it — as some critics argue — 
begun to lose its constituents? 

Mrs. Murie: No, I think the oppo- 
site is true. Mr. Watt has helped us 
a lot. But even aside from that, one 
thing that has helped us through 
the Alaska lands controversy is 
that the conservation organizations 
have become very close to one 
another. 

The Alaska Coalition was formed 
of about 40 leading conservation 
organizations, and that coopera- 
tion between one another is some- 
thing to have now; it persists. They 
meet about once a month to see 
where we are, what needs most to 
be done, how to help one another. 
So I think that makes for a much 
stronger force, as far as the Wil- 
derness Society is concerned. 

We’re trying to put more and 
more people into the field because 
we don’t have chapters; we’re not 
organized that way. I’m on the 
council of the Wilderness Society, 
and this is one thing I’ve been 
speaking about — more people who 
would be visible and act as laisons 
with local members. 

Q: One of the problems that en- 
vironmentalists appear to encount- 
er is that they are forced to justify 
somehow their roles as commen- 
tators ; they don’t have a clear con- 
stituency. They talk in terms of 
values that don’t lend themselves 
to saying, well, these are the 
485,000 people for whom I speak. 


Mrs. Murie: That’s true... 

Q: Do you think that environmen- 
tal spokesmen have been able to 
maintain a sense of legitimacy in 
the eyes of the public? 

Mrs. Murie: I don’t know. I haven’t 
thought about this much. Do you 
mean that (former) Senator Gay- 
lord Nelson, who is chairman of the 
Wilderness Society; does he have a 
problem maintaining his sense of 
legitimacy? 

Q: That’s broadly the question, al- 
though as a senator I can see that 
he could speak on anything. 

Mrs. Murie: I see; you mean that 
with some of the others it could be 
argued they didn’t understand the 
whole issue. 

Q: Not that as much as that they 
represent an imaginary 
constituency. 

Mrs. Murie: I’m sure that in spite 
of this, conservation people have 
more impact, more opportunities 
to speak and more opportunities to 
influence things than they did 20 
years ago. When my husband was 
director of the Wilderness Society, 
I don’t know. Conservation people 
were like voices crying in the wil- 
derness. 

I think they had a rather lonely 
experience at times because they 
were fewer. But they were deter- 
mined and they were sure of their 
ideals and beliefs. They thought it 
was something that was good for 
everybody, whether everybody ag- 
reed to it or not. And in a so-called 
democracy, we allow people to 
speak out on their views. 

Q: One of the things I notice of 
conservationists is that in congres- 
sional hearings they have to em- 
ploy the arguments of utility when 
often the assumptions that wil- 
derness deserves protection on its 
own merits is left unsaid... 

Mrs. Murie: Yes, the utilitarian 
world. Profits and loss and 
dividends... 

Q: This assumption that wil- 
derness experience is good for peo- 
ple in and of itself is often times left 
unsaid in the congressional de- 
bates. Is this imporant? 

Mrs. Murie: I think if it’s good for 
the human psyche, then that means 
that that human being is a more 
valuable citizen. My interpretation 
would be that whatever insights 
are gained in the wilderness can 
contribute wisdom to an ordinary 
citizen to push for material things, 
like bills through Congress that will 
keep a river from being polluted. 

One thing leads into another; the 
two should go together. Whatever 
inspiration you get might make you 
a nice sweet personality, but unless 
you try to do something to save the 
planet with this personality, then it 
hasn’t profited the world anything. 
Some of these things seem so 
hopeless, but then I tell my young 
friends it’s more fun to try than to 
stand in the corner with your face 
to the wall. 

If you really sense your environ- 
ment, wherever you are, even if it’s 
a small area like a backyard with a 
few rose bushes in it, you can learn 
a lot. What you experience any- 
where can then be transmitted into 
action for the betterment of living 
for everybody. 

As an example, I walk down a 
third of a mile to a channel that’s a 
nice little swimming pool in the 
summer, and I’ve tried to leave 
behind me everything that is of 
concern to this house and the peo- 
ple who come and go and only 
experience what I see as I walk: 
some more gentians blooming 
since yesterday and a yellow warb- 
ler up in the bush. You can have 
that experience in a very small 
area. 

I think like Gary Snyder’s grand- 
mother you can immerse yourself 
in the small experience that’s still 


a large one and that enriches your 
whole living, instead of walking to 
the swimming hole and thinking 
about what I’ll have for dinner. 
You can have that experience in a 
very small area. That’s why I think 
it’s so desperately important to 
have spots of green in the urban 
environment, and the Wilderness 
Society has been working on this 
for years. 

Q : To look at the early years of the 
Wilderness Society, how was the 
conservation movement seen at 
that time? You said that your hus- 
band and others felt lonely at 
times, that there wasn’t a broad 
sentiment. 

Mrs. Murie: Well, maybe I 
shouldn’t have said lonely because 
I really don’t think they would have 
felt that themselves. They were 
people who were truly altruistic 
and that’s why it was such a joy to 
be suddenly associated with that 
group of people, the council mem- 
bers of the Wilderness Society. 

They were all people who had 
professions and activities of their 
own, a full life, but in addition to 
that they believed in the preserva- 
tion of this wilderness country and 
they were willing to put time and 
effort into it. They weren’t just 
names on a letterhead. I think they 
had a very, very strong belief that 
that was the time to save some 
wilderness while we still had it. 
And if they were the only ones who 
thought that in the 30’s and 40’s, so 
what, they were going to do what 
they could. 

And as Bob Marshall, the foun- 
der of the Society said, he felt that 
the only hope of saving these wild 
areas was through an organization 
of spirited people. And they were 
spirited people. 

Our older son, Martin, was work- 
ing for the Forest Service one sum- 
mer when the council members 
were sitting here under a tree. And 
he hiked over the Tetons and just 
appeared on the scene here one 
morning. He went out with his 
father and met all the council 
members (he had met only one of 
them). After awhile he came back 
into the kitchen where I was busy 
and he said what a bunch of 
characters. He had sensed right 
away there was a good deal of 
energy there. 

Q: At the time, there were other 
conservation groups, like the Sier- 
ra Club and Audubon Society, ac- 
tive in the battles of the day. What 
was the pertinence of a new group, 
as the founders saw it? 

Mrs. Murie: Well, I think Bob Mar- 
shall, who had worked for both the 
Forest Service and Bureau of In- 
dian Affairs and had travelled 
widely, I think he felt that preser- 
vation of wilderness as such was 
just not getting enough attention 
from the other organizations. He 
felt that there was a need for one 
organization that was strictly -for 
wilderness, and now we have en- 
larged that idea to a whole land 
ethic. 

Q: Time is short, and to turn in 
great brevity to the present, a lot of 
people in Utah, or should I say 
Ogden, would wonder if conser- 
vationists haven’t exaggerated the 
dangers Watt poses. 

Mrs. Murie: He probably hasn’t 
done much in Utah. But I could 
show you a whole book of things 
he’s done. The interesting thing to 
me is the attention paid to Watt 
hasn’t just come from Watt but 
also a lot of other people like edito- 
rial writers and cartoonists. I don’t 
think all the Watt opposition has 
been spearheaded by conservation 
organizations. The Wilderness Soc- 
iety watches these things of course, 
and I get envelopes filled with the 
xeroxes of editorials written about 
Mr. Watt. The Wilderness Society, 


Sierra Club or National Audubon 

Society couldn’t possibly have writ- 
ten them all under other peoples’ 
bylines. 

Some of his first statements real- 
ly alarmed us: moving to allow 
those off-shore oil leases off the 
California coast in that very vul- 
nerable area, and his idea that 
wilderness areas should be opened 
to oil and gas leasing. And his idea 
that we shouldn’t acquire any more 
lands for national parks and monu- 
ments because we should spend 
money on updating the existing 
facilities. Also he wasn’t going to 
use the Land and Conservation 
Fund, but Congress made him re- 
store some of those funds. Of 
course, I feel now that every bit of 
wild country left in this country 
should be set aside somehow. 

Q: In many instances his threats 
haven’t materialized. 

Mrs. Muire: That’s true, but I feel 
you’ve got to be watching every 
minute. He is accountable to Con- 
gress. And I think he started out 
with a certain arrogance intimat- 
ing that he wasn’t accountable to 
Congress. The secretary of interior 
has immense power, but he doesn’t 
have power beyond Congress, and I 
don’t think he realized that for 
awhile. 


Toxicrats 

EPA 

Not being able to find enough 
ways to dirty the air and pollute 
the planet, Anne Gorsuch and her 
Watt-sized EPA have lifted the 
ban on chemical companies 
dumping their toxic wastes. The 
EPA did this on Monday, March 
1 . 

The lifting of the ban will be in 
effect for 90 days, which should 
be just enough time for the chem- 
ical companies to dispose of their 
spring inventory of all the deadly 
chemicals which have been col- 
lecting around their plants. 

An EPA spokesman stated that 
the increased dumping of poi- 
sonous wastes would not appreci- 
ably affect the environment. 

Meanwhile, a strange cloud, 
stretching for thousands of miles 
across the sky continues to grow. 
The EPA has been discussing the 
possibility of having the war boys 
launch tactical weapons at the 
cloud in a effort to break it up. 
But the cloud is said to be 
descending upon the EPA offices 
in Washington, D.C., and there is 
starting to be some concern about 
the effect on bureaucrats of 
hitting the cloud with H-bombs. 
Earth First! has been doingsome 
investigation of its own and has 
concluded that neither the cloud 
or the planned bombing of it will 
have any appreciable effect on 
diminishing the EPA’s effective- 
ness. 
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Earth First! 


PO Box 26221 

Salt Lake City, UT 84126 


Earth First! is growing and 
picking up energy from all over 
this country. 

In the past year and a half since 
Earth Firstl’s inception, we have 
welcomed more than fifteen hun- 
dred people to our “membership” 
mailing list. Compared to 
impressive figures, such as a 
quarter million or so for environ- 
mental groups like the Sierra 
Club or the National Wildlife 
Federation, our membership 
seems like an insignificant drop 
in the bucket. Compare our 
finances and ability to use money 
to rent high-priced offices and 
high-salaried lobbyists and you 
will find that we don’t even make 
the mark. Look at our relations 
with politicians and others in 
power and you will see that we 
are less than cozy with them. Not 
much clout in the cocktail circuit. 

But we have the idea that if you 
are interested enough in EF! to 
be reading this, you just might be 
among those who can no longer 
settle for the kind of com- 
promises the big, “influential” 
conservation groups settle for. 

Perhaps you are thinking that we 
need more radical actions than 
the other groups (with a few ex- 
ceptions) pull off. Maybe you 
have been looking around, 
wishing there was a less elitist 
group of concerned and involved 
environmentalists who aren’t 
afraid to stand up to the on- 
slaught of the corporate/ 
military/techno/industrial mon- 
stronsity. You might even be 
among those who would like to 
toss a healthy dose of verve and 

[D Here’s $10 or more to sign me up for EARTH FIRST! 
This gets me one year’s worth of the EF! Newsletter, plus 
announcements, all postpaid. 

□ I wish to volunteer in other ways 

CD In addition to the above, list me in the Newsletter as a regional 
contact so to enable the Grassroots Organization of EARTH 
FIRST! (others in your area will contact you). 

Name 


good humor into the stale 
rhetoric of the environmental 
community. Or maybe you’d like 

to be able to do more for the Earth 
than just being instructed to 
write letters addressed to your 
favorite power-mongers. Then 
again, you might be saying to 
yourself, “Hey, we need wilder- 
ness for much more than just 
choice hiking and skiing spots. 
The Earth and Her biotic 
community must have vastly 
larger wild areas if She is to 
survive!” 

If you are in general agree- 
ment with this line of thinking, 
and if you are ready to meet a 
diverse collection of other indiv- 
iduals who have similar 
concerns, and feel like joining 
forces in an effort to actively resist 
the destruction being wrought 
upon Mother Earth, then why not 
consider calling your self an 
Earth First!er? 

It is a simple enough choice. 
You already know the score (it’s 
grim, but not yet hopeless). We 
certainly don’t have to elaborate 
on how much poison is already 
loose in the environment, or how 
little wilderness we have left, you 
know all that. Whatcountsnowis 
ACTION, right? Call yourself an 
Earth Firstler and you’re in. 
Where the safety of Mother 
Earth is concerned, there will 
always be room for anyone who 
places Earth First! 

To get our newsletter eight 
times a year, send $10 (or more) to 
Earth First!, Box 26221, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84126. 


Address 
City 


Zip . 


In each issue of the EF! News- 
letter, we will run an up-to-date 
list of our regional contact people. 
This list serves as one of the most 
important aspects of this news- 
letter. Because of the radical 
nature of Earth First!, we feel 
that it should be the option of the 
individual to choose the level she 
or he wishes to act out upon. Our 
membership lists are not given 
out and no name is made public 
without permission. Aliases are 
freely encouraged. If you’re an 
Interior Department employee, 
for instance, and you have a few 
things you’d like to have us relate 
to our readership, just let us 
know. We won’t blow your cover. 

Those of you who would be 
interested in “surfacing” so that 
other Earth Firstlers in your 
area can have a way to get to 
know one another, say so. If 
you’re from the CIA or FBI and 
are thinking of doing some grass- 
roots organizing, this is your big 
chance. But take note: Earth 
Firstlers are generally quite per- 
ceptiv.e about natural and 
unnatural phenomena; if you’re a 
squeak who has no great passion 
for Mother Earth, you won’t get 
much beyond the first meeting. 
Perhaps we are dreamers. Fools 
we are not. 

Our tactics are basically those 
of guerilla theatre, civil dis- 
obedience, non-violent-mass- 
action, and humor. If you’re 
looking for terrorists, you’re in 
the wrong place. 

Operate any way you like. Your 
group doesn’t even have to call 
itself by the Earth First! name. 
After all, you are the grassroots. 
It’s up to you and those you know 
to be involved with the issues in 
your area. This “organization” 
known as Earth First! can help 
when the heat becomes critical, 
but first you must help your- 
selves by signing up as a regional 
contact. 

Tony Moore, our Earth First! 
Contact for all Contacts, has an 
energetic ere w of 30 folks who get 
together every week in Missoula. 
Tony is working furiously on 
compiling an “Earth First! Guide 
to Grassroots Organizing,” which 
will be out by next newsletter. 


List of Local Contacts 
When you decide that your part 
of the woods (or what’s left of 
them) could use some extra pro- 
tection, and you have scrawled 
your name and essentials down to 
send to us, you might also con- 
sider announcing the date and 
place for an initial meeting. This 
newsletter will always have room 
to freely advertise the activities 
of our local grassroots groups, 
sub-grohps, or what have you. 
Just let us know what’s up AT 
LEAST TWO WEEKS before 
every publication date. 


COORDINATING CONTACT: 

Tony Moore. 316 E. Spruce #2, 
Missoula. MT 59801 
(406) 728-5493 


EAST: 

CT - R. Neil Harvey, 235 So. Park 
St., Willimantic, CT 06226 
203-423-2926 


ME - Gary Lawless, POB 186, 
Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 

NJ - Bob Ludd, 246 Fawn Ridge, 
Mountainside, NJ 07092 
(201) 233-7656 (N) 624-7446 (D) 

NY - Ralph Meima, 251 Liberty 
St., Troy, NY 12180 
(518) 272-2496 


VA - Paul Bratton, Judy Price, 
POB 111 A, Deerfield, VA 24432 


NY - Joe Onion, 189 Union St., 
Rochester, NY 14605 
(716) 325-6161 


OH - Rik Thuesen, Antioch, 
Yellow Springs, OH 45387 OR: 
8483 Whitewood, Brecksville, 
OH 44141 


MD - Leonard J. Kerpelman, 
2403 W. Rogers, Balto.,MD 21209 
(301)367-8855 


WEST: 

OR - Eileen Key, 4815 N.E. 
Flanders, Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 236-7308 


CA Philip Friedman, 2300 
Ortega St., San Francisco, CA 
94122 


CA - Rolla E. Lewis, POB 30, 
Brentwood. CA 94513 

Michael Bordenane, Sierra 
Assoc, for Enrironment, 3771 
Circle Dr. IV., Fresno, CA 93701, 
(209) 229-0272 


Doug Hansen, 4234 Mt. Henry 
Ave., San Diego, CA 92117 


Jean C. Gordon, 1214 B Mill St., 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 


Tim Jeffries, 22 Claus Cir., 
Fairfax, CA 
(415) 456-7433 


WA - Dan R. Brauner, E 304 
Indiana, Spokane, WA 99207 


Randy Weeks, 1221 Bing St., 
Olympia, WA 98502 


WY - Howie Wolke, POB 2348, 
Jackson, WY 83001 


NM - Neil Cobb, 421)4 Harvard 
SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106 


Tom Callanan, 815 Dunlap St., 
Sante Fe, NM 87501 
(505) 988-1382 


NB - Jack Ellis, 3920 Dewey, 
Omaha, NB 68105 


CO - Art Goodtimes, POB 1008, 
Telluride, CO 84435 


CO - Richard Ling, 1056 11th St., 
Boulder, CO 80302 

Steve Rauworth, 8593 Hwy 172, 
Ignacio, CO 81137 
(303) 884-9864 


UT - Pete Dustrud, c/o EF! 
Newsletter, POB 26221, SLC, UT 
84126 

(801) 359-5250 


Jim Stiles 
POB 221 
Moab, UT 84532 

Ken Wintch, 1101 Elm Ave., 
Provo, UT 84601 
(801) 377-2367 


KS - Neil Schanker, 1221 Thur- 
ston, Manhattan, KS 66502 
(913) 532-5866 


The body of the text above this line is the same size as 8)4" x 11" paper; it works just fine for copying so that you can produce blurb sheets to hand out to interested folks. 


Round River Rendezvous 

This summer’s 4th of July 
Round River Rendezvous is 
planned for a still undetermined 
location in western Wyoming, 
probably in the Gros Ventre 
Range. All Earth Firstlers are 
invited to attend as there will be 
much to discuss and do. 

Atthe RRRthisyear, there will 
be specific issues study groups, 
strategy planning committees, 
and more, including some 
pointed actions in defense of 
Mother Earth. 

Speakers will include Ed 
Abbey, Dave Foreman, Howie 
Wolke and others. Music by 
Johnny Sagebrush and whoever 
else can carry a tune. A very 
special appearance will be made 
by those rockin’s crazies, The 
Lithium Brothers. 

Details on exactly where this 
blowout will occur will be forth- 
coming in the next EF! News- 
lettr. We will also know better by 
then how we will feed everyone, 
where we’ll leave cars and how 
long the thing will last. Please 
plan to join us in Wyoming. We 
all need one another’s help to keep 
our wild places from being 
decimated. 


Vcntana Wilderness Oil & Gas 
Leasing Protest 

Sometime this spring 
(probably April 24 or May 1) 
wilderness lovers in the Bay Area 
will gather in the Ventana Wil- 
derness to protest the oil and gas 
leases applied for by Texaco. For 
details, contact Bob Reid, Project 
Wilderness. 2253 Park Blvd., 



Courtesy 

Calendar 

Coyote Cooperative News 
and Views of the Southwest 
Desert, 1145 E. Sixth St., 
Tucson, AZ 85719 

The Unicorn Published 
monthly by the Animal Rights 
Network, 5 Pershing Blvd., 
Shillington, PA 19607 

NC-CARD an anti-draft 
newsletter. 15 Rutherford PL, 
New York, NY 10003 

Stop Project ELF is fighting 
the placement of a massive Ex- 
tremely Low Frequency antenna 
which would be used to commu- 
nicate with nuclear subs under 
the Great Lakes. Contact: 1444 E. 
Washington St., Madison, WI 
53703 (608) 256-0870 

American Citizens Together 
(ACT) is dedicated to stopping 
the military from dumping its 
nuke waste ANYWHERE! “It’s 
not safe, it’s not democratic. We 
don’t want one built in our or any- 
body’s backyard.” Contact ACT at 
Box 3046, Taos, NM 87571 
(505) 758-1347 


Slickrock Country Council to 
help save what is left of the 
canyons of the Colorado Plateau. 
Send to: Box 115, Moab, UT 
84532 

Nuclear Weapons Campaign 
National Clearinghouse 4144 
Lindell Blvd., 2nd Floor, St. 
Louis, MO 63108 
June 7-July 9 U.N. Special 
Session on Disarmament 

Disarmament Times 777 
U.N. Plaza, Rm. 7B, New York, 
NY 10017 

Support the World Peace 
Tax Fund Bill. . .Conscientious 
military tax objectors need a way 
to pay their share of taxes with- 
out having to violate their 
conscience or the IRS code. Con- 
science and Military Tax Cam- 
paign, 44 Bellhaven Rd., Bellport 
NY 11713 

The Planet/Drum Founda- 
tion is a “growing number of 
individuals and groups that are 
exploring cultural, environmen- 
tal and economic forms appro- 
priate to the places they live in. 
Contact: POB 31251, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94131 
(415) 285-6556 


April 2-U Desert Conference 
IV, Burns, OR. For information 
write 369 West Fifth St., 
Prineville, OR 97754 

June 14, Civil Disobedience 
Task Force Non-violent affinity 
groups with marching orders to 
“be creative” will demonstrate at 
the UN Missions of the five major 
nuclear powers (U.S., U.S.S.R., 
France, Great Britain and 
China). 

The Mono Lake 
Committee, Box 29, Lee Vining, 
CA 93541 

1982 Rainbow World Peace 
Gathering, Box 5577, Eugene, 
OR 97405 

April 18-25 Ground Zero 
Week. A nationwide week of 
community based discussions 
and events designed to educate 
and involve the American people 
in peace. Ground Zero, 806 15th 
St., NW Suite 421, Washington, 
D.C. 20005 

March 20 Earth Day 1982. 
Contact: Earth Society Founda- 
tion, 919 Third Ave., New York, 
NY 10022 (212) 574-3059 
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Ludd Readers 

NED LUDD BOOKS 

As mentioned in the last 
newsletter, EF! and Dream 
Garden Press are undertaking a 
joint publishing project: NED 
LUDD BOOKS. The following 
are more complete descriptions 
of the first three of the books in 
the Ned Ludd series: 

Don’t Fence Me In: A Wilderness 
Campfire Anthology 

Whilst lounging about beneath 
the waxing moon and gnawing on 
rib bones before the flickering 
mesquite along the “wild” 
Rio Grande in the Big Bend 
country, our party of EARTH 
FIRST! river runners wished 
they had the words to more songs 
or maybe to some Robert Service 
poems. What was needed, we 
decided, was a river runner’s— 
no, a complete wilderness- 
anthology of songs, poems, and 
quotable passages for use by the 
campfire. Somebody ought to do 
one. Why not EARTH FIRST!? 
We oughta even be able to make 
some $$$ from it to fund our 
nefarious activities. 

Thus was born Don’t Fence Me 
In as a title for NED LUDD 
BOOKS. The theme is simple: the 
freedom of wilderness river or 
trail, the loneliness in the song of 
the whipporwill, the ghosts, the 
memories dancing in those 
embers, the racial memory 
kissed by those licking flames 
that mesmerize your eyes and 
keep Smilodon from your back. 
The anthology will contain songs 
suitable for singalongs; and 
poems, short stories or essays, 
and passages from longer works 
that are all suitable for reading 
aloud. Maybe we’ll even throw in 
a few special recipes. 

As for songs, we want the ones 
we always want to sing, like: 
“Don’t Fence Me In,” “Night 
Rider’s Lament,” “Chantilly 
Lace,” “Redneck Mother”— 
Western, Outlaw, Country, 
Fifties Rock, Gospel. For poetry, 
we naturally want Robert 
Service but also others from Gary 
Snyder to Shakespeare that are 
good for reading out loud to the 
sounds of poptops apoppin’. And 
there are passages from Twain, 
Conrad, and Melville that can 
raise the hair even on Howie’s 
neck when read before the coals 
on some dark and whispering 
night. I think it’s Balzac who has 
a sad story about a man who 
makes love to a leopard, and 
Lucretius has great wisdom on 
affairs of the heart. Perfect for 
just the two of you and a full 
moon. Finally, there are good 
strips of jerky from Abbey and 
Traven and Matthiessen that we 
need to chew on in the wilderness. 

Hopefully, you have the idea. 
Send me the songs you think 
should be included (words, 
authors, copyright info, guitar 
chords). If you have a favorite 
recipe, send it along, too. On the 
passages. Include source, author, 
copyright, publisher, etc. Or if 
you feel like it, write something 
original, say, on Everett Ruess. 
Some myths and legends would 
be fine, too. Keep all of these to a 
length conducive to reading 
aloud. This can be a real fine 
book. Send those ideas in. And 
remember: 

“The river’s kicking like a steer 
. . .run out the forward sweep! 
That’s Hell-gate Canyon right 
ahead; I know of old its roar, And 
. . .I’ll be damned! the ice is 
jammed! We’ve got to make the 
shore.” 


Essays Towards Deep Ecology 
Much of the reason for human- 
kind’s assault on Earth lies 
within the dogmas of Western 
Civilization. These include such 
things as the idea of material 
progress-, the worship of ration- 
ality, the fascination with tech- 
nological tinkering, father figure 
hierarchies, the concept of a 
division between people and 
nature, etc. Western Civilization 
is supremely anthropocentric- 
all revolves around Homo 
sapiens. It is this anthropocentric 
worldview that allows— no, 
demands that— human beings 
trash our planet. Fortunately, 
even though Western Civilization 
is the one world culture today, 
there has been a thoughtful alter- 
native view of the past and there 
is today. This competing 
paradigm is biocentric— be- 
lieving that Homo sapiens is but 
one of several million life forms 
on Earth and has no manifest 
destiny to occupy the entire globe 
for its exclusive use. Bill Devall 
and others call it Deep Ecology. 
This biocentric paradigm is the 
philosophical basis for EARTH 
FIRST!, for our radical positions 
and for our militant actions. 

This idea of Deep Ecology is 
widespread and diverse but it has 
never really been collected in one 
place. That is the purpose of 
Essays Towards Deep Ecology. 
The pieces contained in this book 
will run a wide gamut but will 
point the way to a new biocentric 
worldview that will challenge the 
“facts” and gospel of progress, 
rationality, technology, indus- 
trialization, the empire state, and 
anthropocentrism. 

Prof. Bill Devall, Dept. Sociol- 
ogy, Humboldt State University, 
Areata, California 95521, will be 
the editor for Essays Towards 
Deep Ecology. Please send any 
ideas for papers to include in this 
anthology to him. 

Ecodefense: A Handbook on the 
Militant Defense of the Earth 
Of all the NED LUDD 
BOOKS, this one is the most 
requested and destined to be the 
most controversial. It raises 
important legal, ethical, and 
tactical questions. It may also be 
the most worthwhile thing EF! 
ever does. For some of the 
material in this book, we must 
have expert technical advice. 
Essentially, the concept of Eco- 
defense is that it is a cookbook of 
tactics and tools beyond the 
traditional avenues of environ- 
mental advocacy. There are 
many other books containing 
much of this information 
(Anarchist’s Cookbook, Poor 
Man’s James Bond, Get Even, The 
Paper Trip, The Revenge Book, 
Techniques of Harassment, and 
others from rightwing paramili- 
tary survivalist outfits like 
Paladin Press), but none from a 
specific environmental view- 
point. 

As I see it, Ecodefense should 
contain the following types of 
information: 

• TECHNICAL — making of ex- 
plosives, wrecking a bulldozer, 
spiking trees, destroying an oil 
rig, blowing up a dam, etc. 

• HARASSMENT— screwing 
the villains personally (making 
someone’s wife think he’s 
cheating on her, ruin his credit 
rating). 

• SOCIAL— How to go under- 
ground, create a new identity. 

• LEGAL— Guidelines on how to 
minimize legal charges (mis- 
demeanor instead of felony), 
state-by-state comparison of 
possible legal hassles, what to 
do if arrested, etc. 


• TRUE LIFE (OR FANTASY) 
STORIES— The trashing of 
the herbicide helicopter in 
Oregon, the Bolt Weevils of 
Minnesota, etc. This can 
include the Ecotricks contest 
in the EF! Newsletter. 

Generally, the information in 
Ecodefense will be presented in 
narrative (story) form, including 
the events leading up to frus- 
tration with the accepted legal 
approach of influencing the 
system. Please send in your 
stories or technical advice (ano- 
nymity is guaranteed). If you have 
special talents and would like to 
be a special consultant to this 
book, let me know also. Obviously 
neither EARTH FIRST! nor the 
editors of this book advocate 
anything in it. It is for the vicar- 
ious pleasure of the armchair 
adventurer only and we take no 
responsibility if some nut 
actually tries anything in the 
book. I (Dave Foreman) will be 
the general editor for the Ned 
Ludd series. I will also be the 
surface contact for Ecodefense 
(the other editors are under- 
ground). Send any suggestions on 
any of these titles directly 
to me (1802 Sun Ct., Rio Rancho, 
NM 87124) or to me c/o the news- 
letter. Send ideas on Deep 
Ecology to Bill Devall. Additional 
ideas for other books in the series 
can be sent to me. 


—Dave Foreman 



f™/#Goods 

Earth First! Goods and Merchan- 
dise will soon be back in business, 
ready to do battle with the cor- 
porate giants. Our warehouses 
were cleaned out last fall during 
the Earth First! Roadshow, and 
due to lack of operating capital 
and general disorganization, we 
have been slow to get back in the 
marketplace with our line of T- 
shirts, bumperstickers, Lil Green 
Songbooks, and whatnot. 

But that’s all changing now. 
Annie’s taking T-shirt produc- 
tion, J. Sagebrush is working on 
his songbook, and we’re printing 
new bumperstickers. 

Because of the enormous cost- 
per-slogan, we are reducing (for 
now) the sticker list to these 
slogans: “Rednecks for Wilder- 
ness,” “Drill Watt, Not Wil- 
derness,” “Earth First!,” Rudolf 
the Red Lives, ’’“Hayduke Saves.” 

Stickers will be ready in one 
week. Price: $1 plus 25 1 postage 
each (varnished paper, not vinyl). 

An artist here is working on a 
T-shirt design, and she should 
now have it ready for the printer. 
Back orders will be sent as soon 
as they’re ready. Please advise: 
we can refund if you’d rather not 
wait. 


Maps! 

USGS TOPO MAPS 
only $1.75 

EARTH FIRST! is now dealer 
for US Geological Survey Topo 
Maps. As you may know, the 
price for topographic maps 
direct from the US Geological 
Society has gone up tO $2 apiece. 
Most dealers charge $3 or more. 
EARTH FIRST! has just become 
a^dealer for USGS Maps and is 
only Charging subscribers to the 
EF! Newsletter $1.75 for 7% and 
15 minute quad topo maps. Not 
only can you save considerable 
money by ordering you maps 
through EF! but you can help 
fund EF! (as a dealer we only pay 
81 per map). In quantity this 
works out to significant amounts: 
if you buy 50 maps in a year, you 
Save $12.50 over what you would 
pay USGS or $62.50 over what 
you would pay another dealer! 
And, if EF! sells 5,000 maps in a 
year (a reasonable number con- 
sidering the number of topo map 
users who read the newsletter) 
we make $3,750— enough to pay 
Peter Dustrud to edit the news- 
letter. So, BUY TOPO MAPS 
FROM EARTH FIRST! 

End of hard sale. Now for the 
details: 

1. Get an index map(s) and 
order form(s) for the state(s) in 
which you are interested (all free) 
from USGS, Box 25286, Denver, 
CO 80225 (west of the Mississippi 
River) or USGS, 1200 South Eads 
St., Arlington, VA 22202 (east of 
the Mississippi). 

2. Fill out the order form for 
each state. Count your total maps 
ordered and multiply by $1.75. 
Send the order form and a check 
made out to EARTH FIRST! to: 

EARTH FIRST! 

c/o Art Goodtimes 

Box 1008 

Telluride, CO 81435 

Maps will be mailed directly by 
USGS to you. Total time from 
your mailing to your receiving 
the maps should be two weeks. 

SAVE MONEY!! 

HELP EARTH FIRST!! 

SAVE MONEY!! 

HELP EARTH FIRST!! 

EARTH FIRST! is also a 
dealer in the raised relief (e3D) 
maps. They retail for $13.95 each 
and may be ordered one or more 
at a time and will be drop shipped 
to you from the company. No 
postage or handling charges. 
They’re available more or less in 
the same quadrants the USGS 
maps are (it takes 14 maps, for 
example, to complete Utah— 
with most of eastern Colorado 
thrown in) but if you need help in 
ordering, write Art, for a 
brochure. 


Real, actual classified. . . 
For Sale — 10 acres in SE Utah 
near the Blue Mtns. Spectacular 
views. $8,200. Owner will finance. 
Contact: Jim Stiles POB 221, Moab, 
UT 84532 

Orbiting Out Their Beyond the 
Stars?? Join a new non- 
denominational study group: 
Past Lives/Current Wrecks. . .or 
how to live thru the 80’s now that 
you’ve survived the nonenviron- 
mental seventies. . . 

ADS 

Lonely post atomic survivor of 
WWIII wants to find true third 
flipper love. Send glow in the 
dark photo to POB 235, Canyon- 
lands Nuclear Dump, New 
Plutonium City, Utaw 


Descent into the Maze 

All proceeds go to EARTH 
FIRST! 

May 1st thru 8th 
$300.00 per person 
Rendezvous at Ray’s Tavern 
Green River, Utah on April 30th 
for the best cheeseburgers and 
pork chops around (not to 
mention beer). 

Two spots are still open on the 
EARTH FIRST! Spring gonzo 
fundraiser hike into the Maze 
(Canyonlands National Park) 
with Digger Dave Foreman and 
his faithless mudman guide. 
Spurs Jackson. 

It will be an eight day trip with 
a maximum of eight people, so 
send in those cards and letters 
now iffen you want to go. 

We’re tentatively planning on 
splitting the trip into two four- 
day segments with the vehicles in 
between so we can split up the 
food, and more importantly, 
restock the BEER! All of this is of 
course subject to our whims once 
we get there, or as the Yardbirds 
used to say. . .“Over, Under, Side- 
ways, Down. . .Backwards, For- 
wards, square and round. . . 
where will it end??” 

For you folks that have signed 
up, once you figure out your 
transportation arrangements, 
please let me know. I can take 
several down to Ray’s from SLC 
on the morning of April 30th and 
Foreman could take several up 
from Albuquerque, either on the 
29th or 30th.. . .EVERETT 
SPURS REUSS JACKSON 

Silent Agitators 

Many of us in EF! feel that the 
Wobblies (IWW — Industrial 
Workers of the World) were the 
finest bunch of radicals ever to 
bless America with their 
presence. We particularly like 
their practice of using “Silent 
Agitators” to let folks know they 
were about and working. The 
Silent Agitators of the Wobblies 
were merely red stickers that 
were put up in shops or factories. 
This let the other workers know a 
Wobblie was present. 

EARTH FIRST! plans to adapt 
the Silent Agitator tactic to our 
own purposes and we will soon 
have available little green 
stickers with the EF! clenched 
fist, a suitably radical quote 
(suggestions are welcomed), and 
an EF! address. Order 'em by the 
dozen or hundred and stick 'em 
up wherever you’d like (Forest 
Service offices, bathroom walls, 
disabled bulldozers, the Glen 
Canyon Dam visitors center. . .). 
You get the picture? With the 
Silent Agitator you can give it to 
the rest of the world. Details will 
be forthcoming in the May Day 
Newsletter. 

Burp First! the new enviro 
group that doesn’t excuse itself. 
NO MORE belching oneself into 
complacency. . .Don’t join BF! 
and pat yourself on the back. . 
.Create chaos out of anarchy for a 
better tomorrow. 

Special Offers 

New makeshift recipe book 
tells all. . . 

Tired of being ripped off by 
mail order ads that promise how 
to make you two, (35) rich beyond 
your wildest subterrainean 
dreams by telling other people to 
run the same ad you sent $2.35 off 
for in the first place? You two, 
can overcome this disability by 
sending away for this book. This 
book has never been published 
before (except in the Necro- 
mican), nor even written before 
you send in yer 23.5 
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Road to Moab 


Coors Boycott! 


SAVE OUR 
ENVIRONMENT 

Do you cherish a high quality 
American environment? 

Would you like to see us main- 
tain pure air and water and 
National Parks and Wilderness 
Areas as a priceless heritage for 
future generations? 

Then join with us in this nation- 
wide BOYCOTT OF COORS 
BEER. 

Joe Coors urged Reagan to 
appoint James Watt as Secretary 
of the Interior. Anne Gorsuch as 
Director of the Environmental 
Protection Agency and Bob 
Burford as Director of the 
Bureau of Land Management. 
All three, and more of their own 
appointees, are bent on 
destroying any environmental 
gains made in the past few 
decades. The quality of the 
American Environment has 
already suffered at the hands of 


these people and will continue to 
suffer until they are replaced 
with intelligent and sensitive ad- 
ministrators. 

To add insult to environmental 
injury, Coors money funds the 
Mountain States Legal Founda- 
tion, an extreme right-wing front 
organization for oil and mining 
industries. The sole purpose of 
MSLF is to thwart — in courts 
and by lobbying— important 
environmental and wilderness 
legislation. 

YOU CAN HELP! Copy the 
pledge below on a postcard and 
send it to Coors. 

ALSO, ask 10 of your friends to 
send similar postcards and to ask 
ten of their friends to do so! 

Join with the millions of us 
nationwide who care about the 
American Environment. 
BOYCOTT COORS. 


A big blond -haired, all- 
American-looking guy stopped 
his government van, got out and 
said to me, “Where are you 
heading?” 

I told him, “Moab.” 

“Well, hop in and take a ride at 
government expense.” 

I debated this for a second. 
Having just awakened on the 
outskirts of Green River, Utah, I 
had thought to get over to the 
Motel 6 and get my fix of mud. 
Maybe read a paper. 

“OK, great,” I said and threw 
my pack in the back of the van. 

We sped off for Moab. Inside 
the government van there were 
rolled-up maps and several black 
cases. 

“Name’s Pete,” I said. He intro- 
duced himself as Fred. 

“Doing some surveying?” I 
asked. 

“Sort of like that,” Fred said. 
"We’re looking for launch sites 
for the Pershing II Missile 
system. Test launches.” 

“Oh.” I said, thinking that here 
was perhaps an opportunity for a 
little enlightenment on what 
disasterous plan was in store next 
for the red rock country I had 
grown to love so much. 

“Yeah,” Fred said, “We’ve been 
all over this country for the last 
several weeks looking for some 
good spots.” 

“What’s a Pershing II Missile?” 

I wanted to know. 

“It's the latest thing,” Fred 
explained. “It’s launched to an 
elevation of 100 miles, then it 
points its nosecone straight down 
and fires itself, hitting its target 
within 20 feet of its intended 
mark.” 


“Sounds deadly.” I tried to feed 
Fred with the kind of platitudes 
that would keep the conversation 
on a civil level while I was in his 
government truck. 

“It is,” Fred said. “This 
Pershing II has a nosecone that’s 
capable of penetrating through 
500 feet of granite. Think of what 
that would do in sandstone. 

“Then it sets off a nuclear war- 
head which can cause earth- 
quakes.” 

“So how do you like the 
countryside out here?” I wanted 
to ask him how he’d like me to 
launch a rocket through his 
house. 

“Oh, it’s spectacular. I can’t 
believe some of the places we’ve 
been. I’m glad I brought my 
camera.” 

“Uh huh. So, where’s this 
Pershing II going to be launched 
from?” 

“Here, look at this map,” Fred 
fished out a topo and showed me a 
marked spot which was just 
north of Hanksville, east of the 
San Rafael Swell, called Sinbad’s 
Country. The trajectory led from 
this spot towards Alamagordo 
Test Range in New Mexico. 

A twenty-mile corridor under 
the path will have to be evacu- 
ated during the launches,” Fred 
said. 

He also told me the first launch 
would occur in October, ’82. and 
that there would be missiles 
launched from Idaho as well. 

“See. this and the other sites in 
this area will be our 500-mile- 
test. From Idaho, they will be 
going for 1,500 miles,” added 
F red. “Sixty launches in all, more 
or less.” 


I was trying to imagine what 
one of these Pershings wouid do 
to the Glen Canyon Dam if it just 
happened to come down prema- 
turely. It would be going over it, 
or at least near it. 

We had now turned off the east- 
west 1-70 onto the final ascent 
into Moab. Fred clipped along at 
about 70. A cop passed us going 
the other way, making “slow- 
down” signals to us. 

I tried to ease out of the con- 
versation now, I was excited 
about returning to this strange 
little town. Moab, and especially 
to the magical terrain around it. 

I noticed the Colorado River 
was flowing briskly, but not as 
full as I have seen it before. Ah. 
what a great day to be back in the 
slickrock. At the north side of 
Moab I asked to be let out. 

I peered up at the restaurant on 
the cliff, the one that Charlie 
Steen, the “Uranium King,” built 
as his home after he struck it rich 
in the early fifties. I thought to 
myself: Now the corporations 
want to give the canyons of 
southern Utah not only pads for 
testing macabre war toys, but 
everything from a gigantic nuke 
dump, a 9-reactor nuke cluster 
(Green River needs the power), 
oil shale, tar sands, more and 
more dams on every last river 
accessible by bulldozer, even 
Rocky Flats if they can convince 
the politicos it's for their 
“defense." And I thought, NO! 
This MUST stop! 

A week later. I met up the the 
most interesting crowd of charac- 
ters I can recall, and that’s 
another story altogether. It’s 
called Earth First! pjy. 


Clip and mail to: ADOLPH COORS CO., Golden, CO 80401 

I hereby pledge to boycott Coors beer until such a time that Interior 
Secretary James Watt, EPA Director Anne Gorsuch and BLM 
Director Bob Burford are replaced by intelligent administrators 
who are sensitive to the American Environment and until Coors 
stops funding the extremist, anti-environmental Mountain States 
Legal Foundation. 

Signed: 


P.S. Your beer isn’t very good, either. 
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Grand Tetons in the distance— Getty's Little Granite Creek drillsite is the saddle in the foreground. 

PHOTO: Richard Murphy / Jaokfrin Holv Nvtnt- 
eourtesy of Project Lighthawk 


Directions 

Round River Rendezvous ’82 to RRR III 


Give yourself and your means 
of transportation a good tune up 
and then come and join us at the 
3rd Annual Round River Rendez- 
vous this 4th of July in N.W. 
Wyoming. 

The R.R.R. will take place 
along Little Granite Creek at the 
southwestern edge of the magnif- 
icent Gros Ventre Range. The 
Gros Ventre Range, the largest 
RARE II area in the country is an 
entire mountain complex that is 
still intact — barely. Timber sales 
to the Louisiana/ Pacific Corp. 
threaten rich wildlife habitats 
along the eastern side, while 
Getty Oil wants to “doze” seven 
miles to the head of Little Granite 
Creek and drill deep for potential 
gas deposits. Also, Little Granite 
Creek has been left out of thedis- 
asterous Wyoming Wilderness 
Bill. The Gros Ventre is classic 
wild mountain country with 
classic threats. It is a microcosm 
of our national fight to preserve 
wilderness, despite the Reagan 
Administration, despite the 
Wyoming Delegation. 

On Independence Day of 1982 
we will declare Independence for 
the Wilderness of Little Granite 
Creek, the Gros Ventre and for all 
existing and proposed wilderness 
areas. We will declare their in- 
dependence from oil and gas 
drilling, mining operations and 
other developments— and pledge 


Getty Oil may be punching 
their road up Little Granite 
Creek much sooner than origin- 
ally expected. The Minerals 
Mining Service, U.S.G.S., will be 
making their final decision May 
15th, after which there isa30day 
appeal period. Earth First! and 
other environmental groups will 


our underlying defense efforts to 
keep the wildlands safe from 
James Watt’s and John Crowell’s 
bloodied hands. 

One bit of history— R.R.R. was 
named in honor of Aldo Leopold’s 
fabled Round River— "a river 
that flowed into itself. . .the 
never-ending circuit of life.” 

Join us at 12 noon just north of 
the junction of the Granite Creek 
and Little Granite Creek roads. 
Look for Spurs' classic old pick- 
up truck, which is our stage. 
Bring your own food, beer and 
good spirits. . .and celebrate the 
4th! 

Speakers will include Edward 
Abbey. Dave Foreman and local 
notables. Music will be provided 
by Johnny Sagebrush, “Closed 
for Repairs.” and others. (Also 
scheduled sometime during the 
day will be one of those rare 
appearances of the Lithium 
Brothers. — 

The rally will probably break 
up toward late afternoon. (We’ll 
need help cleaning up). Then 
we’ll adjourn somewhere for 
some hard-core partying. 

We encourage you to car-pool to 
the Rally Site. This will cut down 
on traffic problems and incidents 
with the Sheriff’s Department. 
Also — let’s treat that forest 
well— after all. the site of the 
rally is on our National Forest 
land. 


be filing an appeal on the 
decision to grant the permit. If 
appeals are unsuccessful, 
destructive activity may begin in 
Little Granite Creek as early as 
the first of July, which means 
Earth First!ers might be stand- 
ing in front of bulldozers real 
soon. 


• First— take a look at the 
general location map. 

• Now — 

Wyoming has been called the 
“Alaska of the lower 48 states.” 
The northwestern corner of 
Wyoming is very special— within 
easy travel from the RRR are 
Yellowstone and Grand Teton 
National Parks, Teton Wilder- 
ness, Washakie Wilderness, the 
Wilderness complex of the Wind 
River Range, a number of unpro- 
tected wildlands (Teton West 
Slope, Palisades, Grayback Salt 
Rivers. Commissary Ridge, the 
DuNoir) and of course, the Gros 
Ventre. (French for “big belly"). 

There are endless miles of 
country to hike in. mountains to 
climb, and rivers to run. (Such as 
the Snake, Upper Green, 
Hoback, etc.) The country 
abounds with wildlife and wild- 
flowers. There are also several 
hotsprings in the area. . .the 
closest being 5 miles from RRR 
site. 

There are bound to be a 
number of tourists in the area 
around the 4th— so campgrounds 
could be crowded. There are over 
a dozen developed campgrounds 
on national forest land, plus one 
large campground in southern 
Grand Teton National Park, 
within £0 air miles of RRR (but 
certainly farther by driving— 
unless you hike in). For addition- 
al information contact Bridger- 
Teton National Forest, Box 1888, 
Jackson. Wyoming 83001 or 
Jackson Home Chamber of 
Commerce, Jackson. Wyoming 
83001. 

If night life is your special 
interest, there is excellent music 
and dancing in Jackson, but beer 
prices are high. Great places to 
eat — some not all that expensive. 
Our research staff knows where 
to find the finest hamburger, etc. 
and out of the way spots. Pinedale 
has less “glitter" but is less 
expensive and quite lively. You 
best inquire with our resident 
specialists. 


NEWS FLASH!!! 


"I still feel flic so me contempt for a ml 
si ill rejeel so-culled object ire 
ileeisiniis iniiile without passion anil 
miner. Object i city. like the claim 
that a nr is nonpartisan or 
rrasnnalile. is tlsuallji a defensirc 
/Hist n re used by those ichofear ill- 

From Reveille for Radicals 


nil cement in the passions, parti- 
sanships. conflicts, and changes Unit 
mol, -e up life: then fear life. An 
objectin' decision is ifi'iicrnllif 
lifeless. It is an academic iroril and 
the word 'academic' is a si/nonipn 
for irreleeiinl. ” 

by Saul Alinskv 


Little Granite 
Gets Green Light! 

T n of o moeenrn nnt ... 


Big 


In spite of a massive out- 
pouring of public opposition, the 
U.S. Forest Service and the U.S. 
Geological Survey have released 
a Final E.I.S. which gives Getty 
Oil the go-ahead to put an oil rig 
at the head of Little Granite 
Creek in north western Wyoming. 

The rig will require approxi- 
mately seven miles of new road 
construction into the heart of the 
proposed Gros Ventre Wilder- 
ness, the largest RARE II area 
(not adjacent to existing wilder- 
ness or primitive areas) in the 
lower 48 states. 

“This is an outrage! They'll 
put an oil rig in Little Granite 
Creek over my dead body," said 
Howie Wolke, who lives six miles 
from the proposed devastation. 

"We got hunters, we got 
fishers, and we don’t need no 
fucking oil rigs!” screamed Mike 
Roselle at a recent public hear- 
ing. 

The people of Teton Country, 
Wyoming, including the Jackson 
Hole Chamber of Commerce are 
united in their opposition to the 
well. Traditional conservation 
groups, including the Wyoming 
Wilderness Association and the 
Sierra Club will probably sue the 
feds, but the eventual outcome of 
this legal action is anybody’s 
guess. Should these legal efforts 
fail, Earth First! is committed to 
organizing and carrying out 
massive civil disobedience, 

including an occupation of the 

canyon and rig site, in order to 
stop this travesty. 

The controversy dates back to 
the late 1960’s when the Nixon 
Administration began leasing 
“huge tracts of Wyoming’s 
Bridger-Teton National Forest to 
a variety of oil companies 
including Getty, Exxon, Amoco, 
and numerous other giants of the 
energy world. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of (over 2 million) acres were 


leased without any public involve- 
ment at all! 

The Getty lease was issued in 
1973. It wasn’t until the mid- to 
late 1970’s that local conser- 
vationists began to discover the 
extent of this massive giveaway 
of public lands. By then it was too 
late. Leases not only blanket a 
good portion of the Gros Ventre, 
but they also blanket most of 
Wyoming’s so-called “Over- 
thrust Belt,” which includes 
three RARE II areas of over 
200,000 acres (Palisades. Gray- 
back Ridge, Salt River Range), 
and one area of 150,000 acres 
(Commissary Ridge). All of these 
areas are proposed for wilder- 
ness designation by conserva- 
tionists. but all are headed for 
massive destruction under the 
management of the U.S. Forest 
Service and Big Oil. 

To make matters worse, the 
Wyoming Congressional Delega- 
tion, led by Senator Malcolm 
“Rock & Ice” Wallop, (up for re- 
election) has introduced the 
"Wyoming Wilderness Destruc- 
tion Act of 1982.” This “law” will 
open 3.6 million acres of wild 
country to mandatory industrial 
development, while designating 
only 479,000 acres of “rock & ice” 
wilderness. Of course, every con- 
troversial part of the Gros 
Ventre, including Little Granite 
Creek, is excluded from the bill. 

Earth First! will keep you in- 
formed on further developments 
as they unfold. In the meantime, 
write your Congressional dele- 
gation, send EF! your hard- 
earned dollars earmarked for the 
Gros Ventre, and if you live in 
Wyoming, attend public 
hearings on the Wyoming bill in 
Casper (April 30) and Riverton 
(May 1). Under no condition will 
EF! allow the Gros Ventre Wil- 
derness to be destroyed! 

— Ho\vie Wolk e 
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Round River Rendezvous 
July 4, 1982— From Jackson, Wyoming, go 22 miles southeast on 
Highway 187-189. Turn off at Granite Creek Road— Go 2 miles— 
Can’t miss it. Come one day early and camp with us. Watch out for 
bulldozers. 


Letters to Earth First! 
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Published eight times a year 
on the sabbats. the Earth First! 
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This issue would not have 
been possible without the 
assistance of Diane, Karen, Al, 
Big B, and Spurs. 

Editor — Pete Dustrud 


Yes, Bart Koehler (Johnny 
Sagebrush) and Dave Foreman 
are feeding out of garbage cans 
like stray alley cats. Once they 
had nice clothes, good haircuts, 
happy homes, and three squares 
a day. They had jobs with major 
national conservation groups. 
But they gave all that up to help 
form EARTH FIRST!. For a 
year and a half now, they’ve been 
roaming the country, organizing 
EARTH FIRST!, talking, 
singing, rousing the rabble, 
nipping at Jim Watt’s heels like 
mad dogs. But they haven’t been 
getting any money. Now they re 
hungry. They’re cold. They can’t 
even buy a sixpack. Aged pre- 
maturely, they’ve become bag 
people with a sidewalk heat grate 
at their winter bed. 

Seriously, folks, things are 
rough financially. And it couldn’t 
happen at a worse time. This 
summer EARTH FIRST! faces 
its greatest challenges to date. 
This 4th of July near Jackson. 
Wyoming, we are organizing a 
giant rally against oil and gas 
leasing and hard rock mining in 
Wilderness. We are sworn in 
blood to stop road building and 
gas exploration in the Gros 
Ventre Mountains of Wyoming 
and the Rocky Mountain Front of 
Montana (next to the Bob). We 
will not allow the Three Sisters 
Wilderness of Oregon to be strip 
mined for kitty litter. And we 
will stop the Forest Service from 
building to GO Road through the 
sacred Siskiyou Mountains of 
northern California. We will con- 
front the industrial machine 
wherever we are needed. The 
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RRR Hotline 

Round River Rendezvous- 
Travel Hotline and 
Information Contact 

If Earth First!ers have rides 
they can offer to other Earth 
Firstiers togettothe RRR. please 
call Pete in Salt Lake City (801- 
359-5250). Someone here will 
then get the info, like how many 
folks you can pick up. your route 
to the RRR and your address. 
People needing rides may write 
or call and we’ll mail cards with 
names of people to contact. 

There will be plenty of places to 
camp, including the three camp- 
grounds nearby our rendezvous 
spot. Earth Firstiers should 
bring plenty of food, perhaps we 
can do some community cooking. 

Remember, it is at events such 
as this where we are able to get to 
know one another and discuss 
actions that will perhaps save 
some of Mother Earth, or at least 
delay the destruction. Looking 
out for the best interests of the 
environment is a never ending 
battle, but how can we do less'. 


time for talk is passed. The time 
for action is upon us. 

We can’t do this without your 
help. Most importantly we need 
your physical participation, your 
moral support, your involve- 
ment. But we also need money for 
telephoning and postage. We 
need gas money. And we need a 
few hundred bucks a month for 
Bart and Dave to live on. They’re 
organizing these actions. They've 
been working fulltime for 
EARTH FIRST! for over a year 
for nothing. They've been 
working on their love of the 
Earth until now but their 
stomachs and pockets have bot- 
tomed out. 

Dig into your pocket or bank 
account, please, and send us five, 
ten. twenty, or more dollars. 
Enclose a note that it is in support 
of our summer campaign of 
direct action (so it’s not counted 
as newsletter subscription 
money). If you can give us$100or 
more (and we need a few C-notes!) 
write Peter at the newsletter and 
we'll see what we can do to 
arrange a tax deduction for your 
contribution. 

We plan to stop Getty Oil in the 
Gros Ventre. We will stop the 
Freddies in the Siskiyous. We 
will stop US Pumice in the Three 
Sisters. And we will stand in the 
way of a nuke dump in the 
Can.vonlands of Utah. 

Even if it means going to jail. 

Show us your support. Send us 
a picture of Tom Jefferson. 

(We sure lio/tc ire (lout ho re to 
write liny more disgusting, self- 
serving ap/xals for contributions 

like III is!) 


Dear EF! 

It’s definitely time for action. 
No more compromising with the 
forces of evil. Here, here. But, 
beware of the power They yield 
and be careful to not become 
legally vulnerable as a reader 
forewarned in your last issue. Do 
not advocate sabotage, just do it. 
An effective monkeywrencher is 
one who doesn’t talk about it. 
There’s not much one can do 
behind bars. As far as ‘spiking’ 
goes, it sounds like fun but its 
effectiveness is debatable. Stop 
them before they get to the tree. 
Once they get there (via new 
road) it’s no longer wilderness 
anyway. If they can’t cut a cer- 
tain area, they’ll just go some- 
where else. Besides, I see 
potential for innocent people 
getting hurt as a result. . .like a 
broken chain slashing into some- 
body’s head. Do you want to take 
responsibility for maiming 
people? Destroy machines, not 
flesh. 

Also, please sign me up for the 
fundraiser hike into the Maze. 
After you’ve done that, destroy 
this letter so to help me maintain 
a low profile with the FBI who 
will probably be dropping in 
tonight to microfilm your files. 
Keep up the good work. 

Yours Truly 


Dear Earth First!, 

It seems bright ideas occur to 
many people simultaneously. I 
was amused to read Leroy 
Watson’s comments on Spikin’ 
trees in the Dec. 21 issue. I had 
the same idea quite a while back. 

I haven’t actually done any 
spikin’, since I consider it only a 
last resort tactic and we are not 
quite to our last resort in 
Vermont. But I suggest that 
anybody who wants to do the job 
right use concrete nails, made for 
nailing onto concrete walls. 
They’re expensive but they’re 
tough and hard enough to trouble 
even carbide blades in a mill. 

Yours truly 
R.A. Vermont 

Dear Earth First! 

I went up to Salt Lake City to 
see what the Utah Wilderness 
Association was all about, and 
blundered unawares into the 
EARTH FIRST! Roadshow. 

Well, here is an authentic crew 
of folks with a sense of humor and 
narv a 3-piece suit. Maybe 
EARTH FIRST! can teach 
Ronnie Reagan what happens 
when he’s up against us real 
environmental extremists. 

Enclosed find $10 for the news- 
letter and $5 more as a contri- 
bution. (Also please send me 3 
more copies of the Maruhissue, to 
my present address.) 

R.W. — New York 

Dear Friends, 

I can’t take it any longer. Sign 
me up as a member. We’ve got to 
do something about those bonzos 
in Washington now! 

D.N.— Montana 
Dear Earth First! 

I thing you’re deranged, 
irresponsible, and completely out 
of touch with the political and 
social realities of the day. Please 
sign me up for a year’s member- 
ship. 

TW. — Arizona 


“Let your life be a counter friction 
to stop the machine.” 

— Thoreau, from Civil 
Disobedience 


Earth First! 


Dear Dave & “Johnny Sage- 
brush”: 

What’s this PAGAN stuff? 
Why tempt the Lord? Pray 
instead, for divine assistance via 
St. Francis of Assissi— the 1st 
ecologist! Need I remind you — we 
prayed to have MX thwarted, and 
it happened! I know some are dis- 
illusioned by the Jerry Falwells. I 
say to them, “Read 2 Peter 
(especially verse 3:8) as well as 
Luke 8:10: Luke 12:24-28. It says 
it all about evolution and nature! 

Charlie 

Reply to Charlie Watson's letter: 

As someone who nearly became 
a preacher in the Church of 
Christ. I think I appreciate 
Charlie's concern. I turned away 
from Christianity for many 
reasons, including what I saw to 
be its philosophy of man and 
nature. I am happy that Chris- 
tians like Charlie Watson can 
find an environmental ethic in 
their religion and I urge them to 
work as hard as they can in 
sowing the seeds of that truth and 
in building a greater sense of the 
cycles of nature in the practice of 
their fa i th.At the sa m e time. I h old 
my personal religious views 
towards Mother Earth just as 
strongly and sincereh / as any 
Christian holds hers or his. As 1 
keep saying, diversity is a 
strength in ecological systems and 
in human causes. I hope EARTH 
FIRST! is big enough for all of 
us— Christian, Buddhist, Jew, 
Atheist, Neo-pagan, or ail out- 
a nd-out-hou'l ing-at -the- moon 
pantheist, like me). 

— Dave Foreman 

(Gee, I'm catching flack this issue. 
Maybe I'm finally succeeding in 
my life-long goal of becom ing con- 
troversial!) 

Dear Earth First!, 

. . .Let me know my subscrip- 
tion status. If we kick ass soon 
enough and save the country, we 
won’t need the Earth First! rag! 

T.L., Oregon 

Earth First! 

The newspaper’s OK, but just 
barely. You need more good stuff. 
Like real people walking around 
on the ground. Good luck. 

B.W., California 
Dear Earth First!, 

Who’s in charge there? 
Anyway, if you list any more 
threatened wilderness lands in 
Oregon please get the list 
straight. We live here and know 
what areas are threatened. 

— North Fork John Day Wilder- 
ness Complex (Umatilla Wal- 
lowa Whitman) 

We just won a 100,000 acre 
timber sale appeal! 

—Joseph Canyon for Nez Perce 
Chief Joseph (Wallowa Whit- 

— ' Middle Santiam (Willamette) 
— Bridge Creek (Ochoco) 
—Glacier-Monument (Malheur) 
— Kalmiopsis (Siskiyou) 

— Wapiti (Umatilla) 

—Old Cascades (Willamette) 
These and others are threat- 
ened now. 

Tim Lillebo 

Dear EARTH FIRST! 

Gandhi and King did not 
practice passive resistance, as 
Dave Foreman says— they prac- 
ticed satygraha. and if Dave 
thinks so he hasn’t been keeping 
up with what has been happening 
in the Movement for a New 
Society and the various Alliances. 

Satyagraha is holding to the 
truth. The truth is that there is no 
way to peace in our wilderness 


sanctuaries except peace itself. 

Dave, when you call yourself an 
animal in Levis and boots, how do 
you distinguish yourself from 
James Watt and Ronald Reagan? 

It is the adversarial attitude, us 
against them, that exploits our 
wilderness, and when you advo- 
cate guns and dynamite you are 
just playing their game. 

Come off it, Dave! Violence is 
for chumps who are looking for 
the easy way. Boom! and every- 
thing is settled, or so you may 
suppose. Actually — boom! and 
everything gets worse. Ask Rap 
Brown. 

Find your own Salt March, 
Dave. Then by a simple moral 
act, like Gandhi making salt 
under the truncheons of the 
British Raj, you will find your- 
self in your Levis changing 
opinions in the world. 

Aloha, 
Robert Aitken 

Foreman Replies: 

I’m surprised that this is the 
only flack I received on my 
“violence” editorial. Admit- 
tedly, Bob, I haven’t read very 
widely or deeply on pacifism, 
non-violence, or satyagraha. 

• And while I respect your view- 
point and that of Gandhi and 
King (what I really respect 
about them is their will and 
courage), I cannot find any 
transcendental truth in your 
approach. A good tactic, an 
effective tactic, yes. A tactic 
that I hope EARTH FIRST! 
will use in its many coming 
confrontations w'ith the indus- 
trial beast. I have studied 
history, biology, and anthro- 
pology. I have sat out alone 
with the moon seeking visions. 
And I have not received any 
enlightenment that I should 
never fight back. Any crea 
ture, no matter how seemingly 
meek, will fight back when 
threatened. I think any human 
being uncorrupted by civil- 
ization will do the same. To my 
way of thinking. Eastern ideas 
of stepping out of the violent 
cycle are presumptuous and 
anthropocentric (by setting 
human beings apart from the 
semi-violent natural world). Of 
course, I may be wrong 
(maybe I haven’t had any 
previous lives), I may be •eally 
no better than James Watt 
(ugh, what a horrible thought 
to go to bed with!), but I think 
that I simply have a realistic 
view of human nature and the 
way the world works. I am 
entirely pragmatic about vio- 
lence/non-violence. We should 
use whichever we feel com- 
fortable with and whichever is 
most appropriate to a 
particular situation. As I’ve 
said many times before, I 
believe there is room in 
EARTH FIRST! for ex- 
Marines like myself and for 
followers of Gandhi. There are 
many paths one can take to 
defend our Earth Mother. 
Including that of the w arrior. 

(Ed. Note: We welcome any 
additional views on this impor- 
tant topic.) 


DEADLINE 

All material for consideration 
in the Summer Solstice (June 21) 
EF! Newsletter should be sent no 
later than June 1st. Include 
SASE for material to be 
returned. 
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Can You Turn the Page 
On These Poor Boys? 




View of the Punch Bowl in the Siskiyou Range of northern California. 
Freddies want to doze a road into the sacred hills of the Siskiyous. 


Gasquet— Orleans Road 


Dear Earth First! 

As I’ve mentioned before. I am 
an old retired man, living on 
social security. I can’t help too 
much, but what little I can, when 
I can, I will help. If you are 
wondering why an old man like 
me, who in the near future, will 
be laid to rest in the bosom of 
Mother Earth wants to help, I 
have two reasons. One, I always 
did love the good earth, the open 
places, with all the trees, birds 
and animals in it. I spent all my 
young life in Brooklyn. Although 
it was a part of New York City, at 
that time Brooklyn, in the area 
we lived, was more country than 
city. We had no paved streets, no 
sidewalks. Goats and chickens 
were all over the place, including 
the dirt road in front of our house. 
One mile from our house, was a 
huge dairy farm, with cows at 
pasture. I used to ask mother for 
some bread and butter, and two 
cents, which I used to buy a glass 
of warm milk from the farm. We 
had a swimming hole, with an old 
mill which was made entirely of 
wood, including wood screws, 
and it still worked, that is the 
spinning wheel. We used to walk 
up the narrow staircase to the top 
of the mill, push ourselves over a 
small window and grab hold of 
the wheel and hold on, spilling 
into the water. Further over, was 
a channel cove where we would 
go swimming and haves loads of 
fun. 

In those days, everyone had a 
coal stove for heat, and a hot 
water tank connected to the stove. 
As the tank became leaky, they 
would throw them out. Us boys 
would make wooden plugs, seal 
the holes and carry them to the 
channel. We would put the tank 
into the water, straddle them like 
a horse, and with a paddle made 
out of a wooden board, we would 
row all around the channel. We 
would go fishing, usingapartof a 
branch of a weeping willow tree, 
as a pole, a string with a bent pin 
as a hook, and a big washer or bolt 
as a sinker. We would use worms 
if we could get some, or some 
dough when our mothers made 
bread. As a young boy I kept 
garden snakes as pets, which we 
found under the rocks near the 
streams. Also frogs which we 
found near the old windmill. 

I enjoyed my life so much. I am 
so glad I lived when I did, for not 
too long after, all that land was 
sold, and became part of city as it 
is today. I felt so bad my children 
could not enjoy all those won- 
derful pleasures that God blessed 
us with. 

The second reason is I am a 
grandfather to twenty-one chil- 
dren. That in itself is enough 
reason to have the good earth 
remain as it is, so beautiful and 
serene. Maybe it will be better 
with people like you, who know 
what the good earth is, and who 
care enough to try to keep some 
parts as God intended it to be, 
with true fresh air, pure water, 
and the smell of spring, and fall, 
and the beauty of summer and 
winter. 

These are the things I want my 
grandchildren to see and enjoy, if 
and when they care to. 

I’m sorry I’m too old and 
useless to help in any other way, 
but my spirit is with you. I hope 
and pray you are successful and 
keep some of the good earth as 
God intended it to be. To live in 
and enjoy it, not to exploit it for 
profit. 

Your Friend of the Good Earth 
Frank J. Arpaia, 
Islip, New York 

P.S. I forgot to mention. I now 
am great grandfather to two 
great granddaughters. Another 
two reasons why. You never 
lived, until you lived with the 
good earth. 


The Siskiyou Mountains of 
Northwest California are not the 
biggest, largest or most famous of 
the mountain ranges of Cali- 
fornia. But they are wild. They 
are rugged and demarked by 
large rivers and steep ridges. 

As wild lands, they have been 
recognized for their cultural, 
historical, botanical and geo- 
logical values by conservation- 
ists and proposed for wilderness 
designation under the provisions 
of the 1964 Wilderness Act. . 

But the US Forest Service, 
which is trustee over all the lands 
of the Siskiyous wilderness 
through Six Rivers and Klamath 
National Forests, wants to build 
a road through the heartland of 
the sacred Siskiyou wildlands. 

And the place they want to 
build the road is documented as 
sacred to tribes of Native 
Americans in northwest 
California. 

Archeologists and anthro- 
pologists hired by the Forest 
Service have repeatedly 
concluded that the sacredness of 
&ese mountains, the whole space 
(of the mountains, not just specific 


While environmental groups 
like the Sierra Club, Wilderness 
Society, and, yes, even EARTH 
FIRST! have focused their fire on 
environmental madman James 
“Rape ’n Ruin” Watt, another 
even more sinister figure has 
been operating quietly behind 
the scenes to turn millions of 
acres of old growth forest into 
seas of stumps and slash. What 
Jim Watt wants to do to the 
National Parks, Wildlife Refuges 
and BLM lands. Assistant Secre- 
tary of Agriculture John Crowell 
wants to do to the National 
Forests. That is. to turn these 
millions of acres of Our public 
lands into the private preserve of 
Louisiana-Pacific, Exxon, 
Noranda. and the National 


s 

peaks or specific mountain 
ridges, is a living sense of the 
sacred among medicine men and 
practitioners of the Native 
American religions. 

Now the Forest Service is 
preparing to let a contract to 
build approximately 8 miles of 
this road, frequently called the 
GO road or Gasquet-Orleans 
road, through the center of the 
sacred lands. 

This “Chimney rock” section of 
the road is labeled a “re- 
construction” of the 4-wheel drive 
fire trail built during the 1930‘s 
by the CCC. But the Forest 
Service road will be a $2million 
forest freeway. 

Anthropologists have repeat- 
edly said that this is a project 
without safeguards to site 
destruction. 

The Forest Service says they 
will mitigate by building 
chainlink fences around “sacred 
sites” to keep vandals away. 

For ten years conservationists 
working through reform groups 
such as Sierra Club and 
California Native Plant Society, 
have played the game of the 


Cattlegrowers Association. 

Before being appointed to his 
position in charge of the Forest 
Service by Ronnie “If-you’ve- 
seen-one-redwood-you’ve-seen- 
them-all” Raygun, Crowell was 
chief attorney for Louisiana- 
Pacific. the largest purchaser of 
federal timber in the country. It 
is clear that Crowell’s old bosses 
still pull his strings with Ronnie’s 
blessings. j n sp ite of the de- 
pressed demand for timber, 
Crowell wants to double the cut 
on the National Forests — largely 
at the expense of the virgin 
forests of the Northwest — and 
move away from sustained-yield 
forestry. He also wants to speed 
up mineral leasing (that includes 
oil and gas) on the National 
Forests (Gros Ventre, Bob 


JOHN CROWELL 

Watt In Sheep’s Clothing 
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Forest Service, offering input at 
public meetings, appealing to 
reason, pointing to the impact of 
road-building on the “cultural 
resources” of the Native 
Americans and pointing to the 
values of spawning habitat of the 
rivers which would be impacted 
by logging. 

But the Forest Service, after 
Reagan was elected president, 
has moved swiftly to lock up the 
Siskiyous wildlands in Blue 
Creek in their economic 
development plans. 

In a decision given by the 
Regional Forester in March, the 
Chimney Rock section of the GO 
road is justified as among other 
things a, . .scenic drive into 
remote forest areas. This access 
will create additional opportu- 
nities for dispersed recreational 
uses such as hiking and fishing.” 

Such statements of course are 
incomprehensible to those who 
value wildlands. 

Indian leaders and conserva- 
tions were quick to point out the 
errors of the reasoning of Forest 
Service officers. 

Charley Thom, a Karok 
traditional leader said, “These 
are very sacred mountains. It’s a 
place for communication with the 
outside world.” 

Jack Norton, who teaches Native 
American studies at Humboldt 
State University said he 
condemned this road as, “An 
example of government 
duplicity.” The Forest Service is 
ignoring the 1978 American 
Indian Religious Freedom Act. 

Ethnographer Dorotheia 
Theodoratus concluded, “Intru- 
sions on the sanctity of the Blue 
Creek high country are 
potentially destructive of the 
very core of Northwest religious 
beliefs and practices.” 

The Forest Service is 
commiting violence against the 
rare and sacred wildlands of the 
Siskiyous. And who’s to stop 

them. 

Spokesman for Siskiyou 
Mountains Resources Council 
charged federal bureaucrats 
with conspiring to violate the 
Constitution and a number of 
Federal statutes in an effort to 
cover up this ill-planned pork- 
barrel highway that threatens 
Native American religious 
freedom, jobs in Humboldt 
county, salmon fisheries, and 
wildlife habitat. 

Leaders of the local chapter of 
Earth First!, however, suggest 
that direct action may be 


Marshall, etc.). If anything, 
Crowell is even more anti- 
wilderness than Watt. When 
Congressman Jim Weaver asked 
Crowell at a hearing if he 
believed in preserving some 
lands for future generations, 
Crowell said simply, “No.” 

“Cut ’em Down” Crowell also 
seems to share Watt’s Bavarian 
Illuminati view of moderate 
environmental groups. He was 
quoted in the Albuquerque 
Journal during March as saying: 
“I think the bulk of the people 
who belong to the Sierra Club 
and the Audubon Society are 
people who have a genuine 
concern about the treatment of 
our natural resources. On the 
other hand. I’m sure the organ- 
izations are also infiltrated by 
people who have very strong 
ideas about socialism and even 
communism.” 

In spite of enlightened state- 
ments like that, Crowell has 
managed to avoid the public spot- 
light. While Watt is drawing the 
attention, Crowell is working 
quietly— and effectively— to 
restore total control over the 
National Forests to the timber 
beasts. It is his faceless ano- 
nymity that enables him to be so 
effective. Unlike Jim Watt, he is 


necessary to show the Forest 
Service the error of their ways. 

As this newsletter goes to 
press, the Sierra Club Legal 
Defense Fund, on behalf of 
Siskiyou Mountains Resources 
Council, Sierra Club, plus a 
number of Native Americans and 
other people are filing an appeal 
with the Chief Forester of this 
decision to build the Chimney 
Rock section of the road. It is 
expected that the appeal will be 
denied very quickly in 
Washington, D.C. and SCLDF is 
preparing a legal case to file in 
federal district court. 

The Regional Forester 
indicates that he has found $2 
million in the “frugal” Reagan 
budget to build the road THIS 
FISCAL YEAR. 

The Forest Service officials 
indicate they wish to let a 
contract as soon as possible. 

Earth First! has made this a 
top priority of wilderness 
protection. The Siskiyou wild 
lands are the Hetch-Hetchy 
battle of the Sierra and the 
spiritual values of Hetch-Hetchy 
and that issue has been called the 
“spiritual watershed” of 
American history by historian 
William Everson. 

As Earth Firsters! affirm the 
spiritual meaning of deep 
ecology, it is both symbolic and 
politically important as well as 
individually important to affirm 
the spirit of the place in the 
sacred iands of the Siskiyous. 

Non violent protests, affirma- 
tions of the integrity of the 
wildlands are encouraged. 
Spontaneous acts of defense may 
arise from the hearts of people. 

Constant education is needed of 
the bureaucrats and politicians 
in Washington, D.C. 

In respect of Mother Earth, the 
rituals of Native Americans, and 
the sacredness of these 
mountains. Earth Firstlers are 
encouraged to meditate in protest 
against this outrage. Do it on the 
mountain, or in the Forest 
Service Office, or the politicians’ 
offices (who support destruction). 
If the sacred lands are bulldozed 
meditate in their way. 

For further information contact: 

Bill Devall 

PO Box 21 

Areata, Cal. 95521 

or 

Northcoast Environmental 
Center 

11th and H st. 

Areata, Cal. 95521 
(707) 822-6918 


not a comic caricature. He is 
simply a black hearted villain 
who wants to turn our wilderness 
into tree farms. 

Obviously it is necessary to 
draw attention to John Crowell 
and his criminal policies. In this 
regard, EARTH FIRST! plans to 
launch a protest campaign aimed 
at this horny Paul Bunyan (how 
about “Howl at Crowell”?). If this 
SOB slips into your town (he 
doesn’t have Secret Service pro- 
tection like Jimboy), be there 
with other EF!ers to give him a 
decidedly unfriendly welcome. 

We would also like suggestions 
from you on how to focus atten- 
tion to Crowell and make him as 
isolated as Jim Watt. One thing 
that is needed is for someone to do 
a detailed fact sheet on the man 
and his crimes. Anyone 
interested in that? Or in coor- 
dinating our anti-Crowell 
campaign? Send your ideas, 
suggestions, etc. to me at the EF! 
Newsletter or my home address. 
Local EF! coordinators will soon 
be getting more detailed infor- 
mation. 

We’ll know we’re having some 
effect when John Crowell sweeps 
into your town surrounded by a 
phalanx of goons and bully boys. 

— Dave Foreman 
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EF! GRASSROOTS NEWS 

The following' is our regular list of Earth First! Contacts throughout 
the country. Earth Firstlers are encouraged to call or write to the 
nearest contact so as to make possible grassroots organizing. Contacts 
may request the EF! Newsletter to make announcements and mailings 
to EFlers in their neighborhoods. 

COORDINATING CONTACT: 


Tony Moore, 316 E. Spruce #2, 
Missoula, MT 59801 
(406) 728-5493 


WEST* 

OR - Eileen Key, 4815 N.E. 
Flanders, Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 236-7308 


CA - Philip Friedman, 2300 
Ortega St„ San Francisco, CA 
94122 

CA - Rolla E. Lewis, POB 30, 
Brentwood, CA 94513 

Michael Bordenane. Sierra 
Assoc, for Environment, 3771 
Circle Dr., W. Fresno, CA 93704 
(209) 229-0272 


Doug Hansen, 4234 Mt. Henry 
Ave., San Diego, CA 92117 

Jean C. Gordon, 1214 B Mill St., 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 


Tim Jeffries, 22 Claus Cir„ 
Fairfax, CA 

(415) 456-7433 


WA - Dan R. Brauner, E 304 
Indiana, Spokane, WA 99207 

Bart Boyer, 6874 50th Street, 


San Diego. CA 92120 

Each issue of the EF! News- our grassroots groups. Please try 
letter shall carry reports, to keep all material short so we 
announcements and positions of can run every groups’ news. 


Free the Abiquiu Rocks 


“We’re moving on this one right 
now,” said Tom Callanan, the 
Sante Fe representative of the 
eco-radical. Earth First move- 
ment. “We were going to wait till 
spring before mobilizing Earth 
First's forces, but this issue is too 
hot, too serious. We’re going to hit 
it right now.” 

The issue? 

“Rocks,” said Callanan empha- 
tically. “What’s a more basic 
issue for Earth First to center on 
than rocks’ rights. You think I’m 
off my rocker, don’t you?” con- 
tinued Callanan. “You’re probab- 
ly aware of the studies they’re 
doing with plants — discovering 
that the plants react to humans— 
that they have feelings. Well, it’s 
the same thing with rocks, 
although more subtle. Rocks 
come across at first as cold and 
hardened, but treat them with 
love and compassion, and they’ll 
open up to you.” 

It is true that rocks have been 
treated poorly since the begin- 
ning of history. Examples of rock 
abuse are everywhere. For their 
first, landmark demonstration 
Earth Firsters chose a par- 
ticularly blatant and cruel 
infringement upon rock’s rights 
— Abiquiu Dam. 

When Abiquiu Dam, located 50 
miles northwest of Santa Fe, was 
built six years ago, millions of 
local rocks were captured and 
used in the huge, earth-fill dam. 
The dam, which is not a power 
producer, or a flood control struc- 
ture, or a tourist attraction, 
“seems to serve no greater pur- 
pose than the gratification of 
some engineer’s ego,” said one 
local Earth Firster. 

According to local sources, 
angry dam-rocks, with the help of 
Earth First insurgents, were 
organizing a massive roll-off exit 
of the rocks from the dam site. 
“We’ve been taken for granite for 
too many years,” said a local 
radical rock who did not want to 
be identified. 

Unfortunately, the Army 
Corps of Engineers caught wind 
of the planned roll-off and left no 
stone untured in digging up the 
radical rock’s leaders. Hundreds 
of rocks are now penned up in a 
chain-linked stockade west of the 
dam. 

Bob Reynolds, the Army Corps 
of Engineer’s man in charge of 
the lock-up. stated that he knew 
nothing of the rock uprising. 
“Those rocks, which we use for 
river rip-rap,” reported Reynolds 
“had to be locked up because they 
kept disappearing. They’re in 
there for their own protection.” 


On Saturday, February 13, a 
group of Earth Firsters and a 
representative from United 
Press International visited the 
rock pen and got a different rap. 
Fortunately security was light 
which allowed for a lengthy 
interview with the stocky leader 
of the rock movement, Gordo 
Piedra III (his friends call him 
Gordy.) 

“We’ve done nothing wrong,” 
said a gravel-voiced Piedra. “We 
have the right to free speech. 
We’ve been denied that. We have 
the right to peaceful assembly. 
We’ve been denied that. We have 
the right to a speedy trial and to 
reasonable bail. We’ve been 
denied those rights as well. The 
engineers have no right to keep us 
here. We demand to be released 
on our own rock-cognizance.” 

Piedra, like most of the dam 
rocks, with the exception of a few 
out of state punk rocks, was born 
and raised in the area now sub- 
merged by Abiquiu Dam. Piedra 
reminisced about the happy sedi- 
mentary existence the rocks had 
led before the coming of the dam. 

“It was a free and easy life,” 
said Piedra. “We sat in peace 
beside our brother, the Chama 
River. It’s all different now. 
We’re not, of course, saying that 
we’re victims. We’ll take our 
share of the responsibility for 
what’s happened. In a way it’s an 
opportunity for us — a catalyst. 
This is the beginning of a new 
rock-consciousness. We will 
usher in a new stone age. The call 
must be sent out to rocks of all 
colors, shapes and sizes. UNITE! 

. . .Too many are afraid to rock the 
boat. Too many lie stone cold as if 
dead. We mustoppose the further 
suppression of rock’s rights. And 
if that is not enough, we must 
resist. And if that is not enough, 
we must subvert. . .Imagine what 
would happen if every rock in 
every dam, road, and concrete 
slab decided to quit work.” 

What will Earth Firt be doing 
about this problem? 

“We’ve tried the proper legal 
channels and gotten nowhere,” 
stated a disheartened Callanan. 
“Petitions, surveys, letters— all 
efforts have been stonewalled. 
It’s time for a boulder approach. 
Don't get me wrong. We’re not 
advocating anything illegal, but 
we do know that there are no 
patrols of the rock pen from 10 
pm to 6 am. If you’ve got a pickup 
truck and a pair of wire cutters 
something might be done to help 
those rocks.” 

— Reprinted from New Life 
News, March 1982 


Randy Weeks, 1221 Bing St., 
Olympia, WA 98502 


NM - Neil Cobb, 421)4 Harvard 
SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106 

Tom Callanan, 815 Dunlap St., 

Sante Fe, NM 87501 

(505) 988-1382 


Jim Stiles 
POB 221 
Moab, UT 84532 

George Nickas. 422 N. 400 E„ 
Logan, UT 84321 

Ken Wintch, 1101 Elm Ave., 
Provo, UT 84601 
(801) 377-2367 


NB - Jack Ellis, 3920 Dewey, 
Omaha, NB 68105 


CO - Art Goodtimes, POB 1008, 
Telluride, CO 84435 


WY - Howie Wolke, POB 2348, 
Jackson, WY 83001 


KS - Daniel Dancer, Sleeping 
Beauty Ranch, Oskaloosa, KS 
66066 


CO - Richard Ling, 1056 11th St„ 
Boulder, CO 80302 

Steve Rauworth, 8593 Hwy 172, 
Ignacio, CO 81137 
(303) 884-9864 


UT - Pete Dustrud, c/o EF! 
Newsletter, POB 26221, SLC, UT 
84126 

(801) 359-5250 


KS - Neil Schanker, 1221 Thur- 
ston, Manhattan, KS 66502 
(913) 532-5866 
EAST: 

CT - R. Neil Harvey, 235 So. Park 
St., Willimantic, CT 06226 
203-423-2926 


ME - Gary Lawless, POB 186, 
Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 



The above map (albeit poorly reproduced) is to give our readers 
subscribers we have. Including other countries, we now have a pi 
holds share their EF! newsletter, and many others don’t even ge 
Earth Firstlers out there than this map reflects. 


EF! Grassroots News 
by Corn Boy 
from Missoula, MT 

—Bill LaCroix has organized a 
crew of local high school stu- 
dents to arrange a “Foot Cruisin’ 
for Clean Air” pledge walk on 
Higgins Avenue on an upcoming 
Friday nite. We’re offering an 
alternative to the American 
tradition of crusing in cars. 
Details are in between the 
planning and confirmation stage. 
More forthcoming (or an account 
of the event) in the next news- 
letter. 

— Plans and publicity for our 
“Take Me Out of the Bomb Game” 
softball game for the Champion- 
ship of the World on Armed 
Forces Day, May 15, are well 
underway. We’ve invited Amer- 
ican and Soviet generals to play 
for world supremacy. Why play 
the nuclear chess game when we 
can play softball instead? EF! has 
invited Congressmen to attend, 
as well as national TV news 
shows to film the event. All 
EFiers everywhere are cordially 
encouraged to attend. Call the 
Missoula contact for more info. 


"One must ncrer underestimate 
the collectire ignorance of that 
informed electorate for whom 
Thomas Jefferson had such high 
hopes . " 

— Gore Vidal 


Sending the Garbage Back 

On the last day of winter, Earth 
Firstlers held one of the first 
organized protests against the 
nuclear dump proposed for the 
canyons in southern Utah. Eight 
EFiers marched from the 
Federal Building, up the hill, 
through the snow, to the State 
Capitol, to deliver carefully 
decorated garbage can of 
“nuclear waste” to the Governor’s 
office. 

As we explained our position, 
that of opposition to any dis- 
cussion of the disposal of nuclear 
waste until the last nuclear 
power plant shuts down, the gov- 
ernment official standing behind 
the desk kept shifting his gaze 
from us to the garbage can sitting 
so close to him. 

“Is that all?” he inquired 
politely but anxiously, as we 
smiled at him and left. “That’s 
all,” we said, (for now, at least). 
But we did wonder who would 
have been brave enough to look 
inside our can, after we left, to 
find the green Earth First! sign 
we left instead of plutonium or 
some such garbage. 

Later that evening, the local 
T.V. news ran a spot entitled, 
“Notorious Earth First! group 
stages protest against N-dump.” 
“Notorious,” indeed! 


Earth First! Newsletter — Beltane 


NJ - Bob Ludd, 246 Fawn Ridge, 
Mountainside, NJ 07092 
(201) 233-7656 (N) 624-7446 (D) 

OH - Rik Thuesen, Antioch, 
Yellow Springs, OH 45387 OR: 
8483 Whitewood, Brecksville, 
OH 44141 


MD - Leonard J. Kerpelman, 
2403 W. Rogers, Balto.,MD 21209 
(301)367-8855 

NY - Ralph Meima, 251 Liberty 

St., Troy, NY 12180 

(518) 272-2496 


VA - Paul Bratton, Judy Price, 
PO B 111A, Deerfield, VA 24432 

NY - Joe Onion, 189 Union St., 

Rochester, NY 14605 

(716) 325-6161 


FL - Dave Burkart, 3117 B N.W. 
6th St.. Gainesville. FL 32601 
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an idea how many EF! Newsletter 
id circulation of 913. Many house- 
it, so there are bound to be more 



Dear Earth First!, 

I would like to call a meeting of 
the Boulder EF! members and 
other interested persons. We 
should meet at 5:00 P.M. on 
Saturday, May 8 at the top of 
Flagstaff Mtn (by the flagpole). 
From there we will have a good 
view of the enemy, i.e. Rocky 
Flats and the pollution from 
Coors. We can discuss ideas and 
plans for future, plus we can get 
to know each other. 

I hope to see you all there. 

Rich Ling 
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Editorials 


We knew it would happen. The 
Forest Service and the Office of 
Minerals Management (formerly 
U.S.G.S.) proposed in their final 
E.I.S. that Getty Oil be granted 
permission to drill in Little 
Granite Creek. We knew it just 
had to happen— but not with 
such a blatant, baldfaced show of 
arrogance. 

The “powers that be" kept their 
blinders on and their ear-plugs 
in. stapled a bundle of protesting 
letters into the document, 
changed the color of the cover and 
then stamped “FINAL” on it. So 
much lip-service for the public, 
the wild country and Little 
Granite Greek. 

And so much forthissham. Itis 
pretty damn sad that the Forest 
Service now wants to give joint 
approval for a road and a rig into 

For The Wilderness 
(Words by B.N. Koehler: 

Tune — Your Cheatin' Heart) 

This timber sale will make you 
weep 

The soils arc thin, the slopes too 
steep 

The elk will hide, the moose will 
too 

This timber sale will make you 
blue 

This oil well rig will make you 
mad 

It's such a crime, it's so damn bad 
The bighorns will run, the bears 


Secretary of Resource Leasing 
James G. Watt was the featured 
speaker at a $100-a-plate dinner 
to raise funds for the Republican 
Congressman from Utah, Jim 
Hansen, Mention of the event in 
the papers was scant indeed; it 
was listed only the day before and 
just in front of the classified 
section of the Salt Lake Tribune, 
wherein the Sierra Club 
denounced the tie between 
Hansen and Watt. The Sierra 
Club spokesman said they would 
not be demonstrating against 
Watt since they felt Watt only 
thrived on the publicity HE got 
from it. 

A few of us serious Earth 
Firstlers here in Salt Lake City 
thought about the consequences 
of demonstrating against the 
likes of Jim Watt and quickly 
decided that this man must be 
dealt with. We gathered as many 
folks as possible who could see 
traveling to Ogden, Utah, to do 
our deed for Mother Earth. We 
came to exactly three of us 
(apathy runs rampant here). 

“Hey, I thought the Sierra Club 
agreed not to demonstrate 
tonight,” asked a confused 
passerby to our tiny contingent. 

“First of all,” I replied, “We‘re 
NOT the Sierra Club. Further- 
more, we don’t make those kinds 
of agreements.” 

As we stood there, outside the 
doors to the student union 
building of Weber State Campus 
in Ogden, scores of prim and 
proper Republican types 
scurried by, trying to ignore our 
placards as they headed towards 
the grub they were paying their 
“hard-earned bucks” for. 

“You’d be better off to get a 
job.” jeered a rotund old fellow as 
he scampered by with his stoic- 
looking wife. 

Another clump of Republicans 
followed. Seeing our signs, an 
annoyed old woman strained, 
“Oh, Heeee’s not soooo bad.” 

A few secret service clones 
peered at us from a short distance 
awav as a young photographer 
from the Ogden Standard 
Examiner studied the various 


an area that they proposed for 
wilderness during RARE II. All 
this despite the fact that both the 
Democratic and Republican 
parties in Teton County, the local 
state Senator and our Governor 
want wilderness for this part of 
the Gros Ventre. (Typically, our 
Republican Congressional dele- 
gation doesn't want wilderness— 
too much of a hot potato.' 

But hang on folks, we still have 
time. The proposal has not been 
finalized — it has not been yet 
signed by the high “muckv- 
mucks.” There will be appeals 
and other legal action to follow. 

Meanwhile, as Aldo Leopold 
once wrote ‘‘...A militant 
minority of wilderness-minded 
citizens must be on watch 
throughout the nation and vigil- 
antly available for action.” 

If and when the time comes— 
we’ll be there to greet Getty’s 
bulldozers. We’ll keep you 
posted— so stand by. 

will too Bart K °ehler 

This oil well rig will make you 
blue 
Chorus: 

As we gather here on this 
mountain top 

It's time to stand— It's time to 
make them stop! 

We'll stand by you — Oh wilder- 
ness 

We'll fight the tide, we'll fight 
this mess 

We ll guard your life — no matter 
what they do 

Oh wilderness — we're gonna 
stand by yon. 

Chorus: 


angles from which he could get a 
shot of us. A reporter from the 
same newpaper announced that, 
“I know Watt’s wrong.” He 
commenced to take notes on what 
we thought the problem was with 
Watt. 

“Who’s James Watt?” asked a 

bemused, shaggy-haired kid as 
he stood admiring our protest 
placards. The three of us 
demonstrators (Diane, Al, and 
me) gave one another “where 
ARE we?” looks, then tried to 
clue our friend in. 

The sun had gone down and 
soon the full moon would be up. 
We picked up our collection of 
anti-Watt signs to move over by 
the doors where a little heat 
might escape to warm us. A TV 
cameraman showed up and 
turned his kleig lights on us. A 
campus cop popped out of the 
front door and asked, “Is this IT?” 

We said. “Yep.” 

“You’re not going to film these 
three, are you?” the cop asked the 
cameraman. 

“I was told to film anyone who 
showed up in protest,” he 
answered. 

A few minutes more went by. 
The dinner began. We would not 
be going inside to feast on the 
victuals. We wouldn’t think of it. 
As the moon came into view, a 
wolf-howl was given. But Watt 
and friends never heard it. And 
they probably never will. 


“The International People's Court 
of Retribution is a new justice 
movement for the balance of the 
earth. All state, federal and 
private money interests are note 
learned. Stop inhaling. 

We consider all wildlife to be 
4 >art of our selves and will more 
viciously to defend our l ires. Any- 
one caught killing wildlife, pollu- 
ting, or cutting down trees will be 
maimed, poisoned, or chopped in' 
a similar manner. A whaler 
without arms cannot swim." 

— message delivered to the 

San Francisco Chronicle by an 
anonymous woman, July 3, 1976 


Editorial by Tony Moore— 

You know how I hate to argue, 
but sometimes I just got to dis- 
agree. This time it’s Howie I’m 
scrapping with (on paper, of 
course. He’s too big for me.) 

I’m concerned with a couple of 
statements in Howie’s editorial, 
first the “Fuck Society” attitude, 
then the concentration on wilder- 
ness preservation. As far as 
society and Earth First! go, we 
must never lose sight of the fact 
that we Earth First.'ers are 
society. This crazy culture of ours 
does not exist apart from Earth 
First! Indeed, through educa- 
tional efforts such as this 
newsletter and the Roadshow, we 
are actively attempting to con- 
vince society that Earth should 
be our number one consideration 
in decision-making. But we can’t 
criticize as though we’re in a holy 
glass cage and everyone else is a 
criminal. We have a responsibil- 
ity to work within the present 
social structure, and to change it. 
No one will listen to someone 
saying “fuck society.” 

The idea behind the upcoming 
Ned Ludd book on Deep Ecology 
lays an Earth First! foundation 
for living in harmony with our 
planet. The Earth First! book of 
ideal occupations of Earth will 
illustrate our vision of restruc- 
turing society so we humans may 
peacefully co-exist with each 
other and other organisms in 
nature. We do not separate our- 
selves from society. We do 
redirect society to a more reason- 
able existence. Let us never 
compromise our beliefs and 
goals, no matter how radical they 
maybe. But just as James Watt is 
part of nature (he’s probably 
cringing now). Earth First! is a 
part of society. Yes, let’s work 
toward redefining societal valuer 
so we humans live as part ot 
nature, not apart from Her. 

Next, I question the strategy of 

fiR-hting- for wilderness only 


Dave Foreman’s speaking 
schedule is so busy these days 
that even a good hound dog would 
have problems keeping his scent. 

Recently, however, one of our 
most widely-travelled reporters. 
Mr. Everett Ruess, decided he 
should catch up with Dave in 
Grand Junction, Colorado, to get 
us a transcript of Dave’s testi- 
mony at the March 6th Interior 
Committee’s Oil and Gas Leasing 
Hearings. Ruess managed to get 
Dave’s entire 5-minute speech for 
us verbatim. 

Statement by Dave Foreman, 
National Spokesperson for 
Earth First!, on HR 5282, The 
Wilderness Protection Act of 
1982, to the House Interior 
Committee in Grand Junction, 
Colorado, on March 6th, 1982 

Mr. Chairman, members of the 
Committee. I am Dave Foreman, 
acting today as the spokesperson 
for EARTH FIRST!. I appreciate 
this opportunity to testify today 
on Congressman Phillip Burton's 
Wilderness Protection Act of 
1982. It is interesting to note that 
Congressman Lujan’s egregious 
piece of legislation introduced for 
Secretary Watt and the Reagan 
Administration. HR 5603, is also 
named the Wilderness Protection 
Act of 1982. The English lan- 
guage is certainly taking a 
beating with that one. 

Due to the limited time and 
obvious righteousness of my 
cause, I will dispense with the 
rhetoric usually called for when 
confronting moral outrages such 
as the Reagan Administration’s 
attack on our Wilderness System 
and confine my brief remarks to 
the constructive recommenda- 
tions of EARTH FIRST! for 


through wilderness issues. Wil- 
derness preservation is, of course, 
a primary concern of EF! But 
should it be the only concern? It 
seems to me that we back our- 
selves in a corner if we don’t fight 
to protect the environment of our 
own neighborhoods, towns, and 
states equally as hard as we fight 
for wilderness. 

Wilderness is the last strong- 
hold of wildness and naturalness. 
But if we don’t fight for clean air 
and water, for recycling (of 
materials that could come from 
wilderness,) and conservation (of 
resources that may be extracted 
from wilderness,) we’re missing 
half the battle. Cut ’em off at the 
pass! The name “Earth First!” 
connotes an attitude, a 
philosophy. We’ve taken pains to 
avoid creating a bureaucratic 
organization, and, in so doing, 
have laid the foundation for an 
eco-centric philosophy of life. 
Certainly, wilderness is the 
inspiration behind the philo- 
sophy and the organization, but 
we’re Earth First!, not Wilder- 
ness First! Earth First! auto- 
matically includes compassion 
for wilderness. Wilderness First! - 
does not include protection for 
the Clark Fork River flowing five 
blocks from my house. Yes, let’s 
battle for wilderness, but let’s 
fight equally hard to protect this 
planet in every way we can. Wil- 
derness is not removed from 
Earth, it’s part of Her. 

— Tony Moore 
Howie Responds— 

If one believes that “working 
with the present social structure” 
will succeed in radically 
changing society so that it can 
incorporate something as basic 
and necessary as the EF! plat- 
form, then you are indeed 
correct: It is pure folly to say 
“fuck you” to society. 

If, however, you believe, as I do, 
that working with the present 

social structure has gotten us and 


improving Rep. Burton’s HR 
5282. HR 5282 is good — as far as 
it goes. But it is too little, too late. 

In order to strengthen the 
legislation and to give at least 
minimal protection to America’s 
fast disappearing wilderness 
resources. EARTH FIRST! pro- 
poses the following changes: 

I. HR 5282 should withdraw 
from the mining laws and 
mineral and geothermal leasing 
laws the following area: 

1. All Wilderness Areas 

2. All Congressional Wild 

2. All Congressional Wilder- 
ness Study Areas 

3. All Forest Service Primi- 
tive Areas 

4. All Forest Service Research 
Natural Areas 

5. All National Recreation 
Areas administered by the 
Forest Service 

6. All lands administered by 
the National Park Service. 

7. All lands administered by 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

8. All areas included in the 
Alaska Lands Act. 

9. All areas identified as 
“roadless” in RARE II and all 
RARE I areas not included in 
RARE II due to a completed land 
use plan. 

10. All BLM areas retained in 
the initial inventory decision 
(1979) of their wilderness review 
under Section 603 of FLPMA. 

11. All BLM Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern. Primi- 
tive Areas, Outstanding Natural 
Areas, and Research Natural 
Areas. 

12. All lands in the National 
Wild & Scenic Rivers System. 

There is some redundency in 
the above list but that is 
necessary when dealing with a 
Secretary of Interior as disin- 


will continue to get us Glen 
Canyon Dams, interstate high- 
ways, soil-depleting monocul- 
tures, Three Mile Islands, RARE 
II. Watt. Crowell, gun control, 
unfair taxes and the destruction 
of 97% of our nation’s (lower 48) 
wilderness, then you look else- 
where. 

“Fuck Society” indicates a 
rejection of these disasters and 
the system of corporate welfare 
that brought them about. Are 
Earth First.'ers part of this 
society? Hell, no! 

While EF! should, through 
actions and education, try to lay a 
foundation for an “ecocentric” set 
of values for our civilization. I 
also believe that EF! would be 
wasting its time trying to provide 
a detailed blueprint for reform- 
ing civilization. A truly impos- 
sible task— especially when one 
considers the incredibly diverse 
political philosophies even within 
a group like Earth First! 

But we can effectively fight to 
save wilderness and endangered 
species. In fact, I’ve always advo- 
cated that we fight for the earth’s 
integrity on all fronts (you’d 
better re-read the last paragraph 
of my editorial, as well as the EF! 
platform, which I helped to 
write.) However, an inescapable 
fact is that the loss of species 
through extinction is the most 
irreversible environmental 
insult of all. The preservation of 
wilderness in order to maintain 
our planet’s inherent and remain- 
ing diversity (regardless of the 
eventual fate of civilization) 
remains the most importantchal- 
lenge to the human species. EF! 
must fight, by whatever prudent 
means necessary, to protect the 
Earth’s diversity. 

Let the Sierra Club restrict 
itself to conventional means 
“within the present social 
structure.” Where they leave off, 
EF! must continue! 


dined to follow the letter of the 
law as the current Secretary. All 
RARE II and RARE I roadless 
areas and BLM initial inventory 
decision areas are withdrawn 
because of the highly subjective 
and unprofessional methods used 
by the Forest Service and BLM in 
the RARE and Section 603 
programs. 

II. Any mineral or geothermal 
leases issued in any of the above 
areas without a full environmen- 
tal impact statement should be 
declared invalid, null and void. 

III. A full moratorium should be 
placed on any mineral activity in 
any of the above areas, including 
on valid claims or leases. 

IV. Holders of valid mineral or 
geothermal leases in any of the 
above areas should have their 
lease exchanged for a similar 
lease on other public lands. 

V. Any valid mining claims in 
the above areas should be 
acquired by the Federal govern- 
ment. The money to fund this 
program could come from a 
special tax levied on minerals 
and energy resources extracted 
from the public lands. 

Obviously, the above proposals 
treat only the symptoms. What is 
needed in the long run is a com- 
plete rewriting of the Wilder- 
ness Act and a total rethinking of 
national minerals and energy 
policy — particularly on the 
public lands. We in EARTH 
FIRST! are currently developing 
such proposals and will hope- 
fully have them ready for your 
consideration when this Commit- 
tee holds hearingson Lujan Watt 
HR 5603 abomination in a feu 
months. 

Thank you again for this oppor- 
tunity to bring our views to the 
United States Congress. 


EFIers Protest Watt Appearance 


Digger Testifies at Grand Junction 
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EF! Editor 
Interviewed 

The Casper Star Tribune 
(Wyoming’s largest newspaper) 
recently conducted an interview 
with our fearless editor wherein 
he acknowledged that the label 
“radical” is an accurate one for 
Earth First! 

The interview revolved around 
the recent recommendation for 
approval of Getty Oil Co.’s 
request for permission to drill for 
oil in tittle Granite Creek 
Canyon, southeast of Jackson. 
The canyon had been previously 
recommended as a new Gros 
Ventre Wilderness, but the most 
recent State Wilderness bill 
excluded it to favor existing oil 
leases. 

Pete stressed that while Earth 
First! does not advocate violence 
or illegal acts, neither are its 
members open to compromise. If 
the legal process to protect 
Mother Earth fails, then Earth 
First! will literally stand in the 
way of bulldozers headed up 
Little Granite Creek Canyon, as 
we believe the canyon should 
remain inviolate. 

If such an action is necessary, 
Pete predicted we will have 
members come from all across 
the country to blockade road- 
building in Little Granite Creek, 
and if necessary, go to jail. 

Tree Huggers, 
River Lovers 

Activists were arrested for 
trespassing with intent to 
obstruct legal business on March 
9. 1982, after chaining them- 
selves to trees by the edge of the 
rising reservoir behind the New 
Melones dam in the Upper 
Stanislaus River Canyon in 
Northern California. The federal 
government continues to ignore a 
state requested injunction issued 
in February to stop filling the 
reservoir, which has since gone 
up 50 feet burying two more 
miles of the river and destroying 
the upper canyon. 

Linda Cloud, one of the organ- 
izers of this action, said: 

"I am chaining myself to this 
tree, anti linking my life to its 
threatened life, to protest the 
further killing of this place of 
special beauty which can con- 
tinue to give so much joy. to so 
many people. I have never done 
anything like this before, but I'm 
being forced to defend this 
canyon, my home. It’s not just 
those of us here today that feel 
frustrated and angered." 

Earth First! commends the 
actions of people like these who 
are willing to stand up for what 
they believe. 



New Mexico BLM Wilderness 


An "F" for the Republicans 


Dove Dart of the UWA Convention 


example, State Director Lesher 
has already proposed that 50,000 
acres of the stunning high ele- 
vation grassland of the Pelona 
Mountain area be dropped 
because he doesn’t thing grass- 
land is wilderness). Other serious 
threats to BLM wild lands in 
New Mexico include BLM’s 
reluctance to control oil and gas 
exploration in the West Potrillo 
and Big Hatchet Mountains 
WSA’s along the Mexican 
border. To help with field work 
on these areas, contact Judy 
Bishop. NM BLM Coalition, 3005 
Calle Quieta, Sante Fe, NM 
87501 (505) 471-4439; Dave 

Foreman, 1802 Sun Ct„ Rio 
Rancho, NM 87501 (505) 892- 
9789: or Neil Cobb and Tom 
Callanan (see EF! local coor- 
dinators register in this issue). 
(Note: EFJers in other states 
should get involved in the BLM 
wilderness review and other 
states should get involved in the 
BLM wilderness review and 
RARE II bills in their states and 
develop larger wilderness 
proposals.) 


supimrt Watt x Interior program, 
the enrironmental organizations 
are note obligated to attack the 
entire Reagan Administration." 

". . .There is also a trend toward 
a new revolutionary stream in 
the environmental movement 
referred to as "deep ecology.” As 
Sociology Professor Bill Devall 
articulates in the National 
Resources Journal, this remit n- 
tiona rit force g fen riron mental ism 
is seeking "a new metaphysics, 
epistemology, cosmology, and 
en riron men tal ethic of person 
planet." This powerful faction of 
en riron mental ism . is not merely 
content on st firing for enriron- 
' mental protection: this radical 
branch of the en ri ran mental morc- 
ment is seeking to cnltiratc a 
liberal, almost con nter-c nit lire 
riew of the world. An authority on 
enrironmental actinism. Dr. H. 
Peter Metzger, the manager of 
Public Affairs Planning at the 
Piddle Sendee Company of 
Colorado, terms these new en rir- 
on mental ists "car re ire Utopians" 
and argues that they hare a 
hidden liberal agenda. He articu- 
lates that today's enrironmcntal- 
ist is not merely seeking a clean 
anil safe eurironment, but is 
st ri nog for “sonic ragne political 
goal, designed to come about by 
stopping energy production as as 
we know it." 


CAT TRACKS 


* 


by Chim Blea 


BLM Wilderness Review in 
New Mexico Needs EF! Help 
The Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment in New Mexico is under- 
taking an accelerated wilderness 
review schedule this spring and 
summer which will result in final 
BLM wilderness proposals for all 
areas in the state by fall. The 
Sierra Club, New Mexico 
Wilderness Study Committee, 
and Wilderness Society have 
formed a coalition to get con- 
servationists out in the field to 
look at the areas and to coor- 
dinate development of conser- 
vationists’ wilderness recommen- 
dations. EARTH FIRST! in New 
Mexico is also going into the field 
and plans to submit its much 
larger wilderness proposals for 
BLM lands in New Mexico. 
EFlers plan to propose the com- 
bining of BLM WSA’s through 
the closing of roads in order to be 
able to produce truly significant 
arid land wilderness in New 
Mexico. The EF! approach is 
definitely needed in New Mexico 
because BLM will undoubtedly 
take an unmerciful meat ax to the 
paltry WSA’s they have (for 


To give Earth First!ers 
another idea of what we are 
forced to spend our hard-earned 
tax money on, we present for your 
perusal the following excerpts 
from a special report entitled. 
“The Specter of Environmental- 
ism: The Threat of Environ- 
mental Groups.” The report was 
prepared for the Republican 
Study Committee. Unfortunately 
the Republicans are a little dull 
when it comes to identifying the 
environmental “extremists” they 
are so actively tryingtodiscredit. 

“. . . Despite the enrironmental ists' 
inability to force the firing of 
Secretary Watt, some enriron- 
mental groups are expanding 
their lobby assault to attack other 
Ad ministration officials such as 
K PA Administrator Ann 
Gorsuch. Agriculture Secretary 
.John Block. Energy Secretary 
James Edwards. OMB Director 
Darid Stockman, and eren 
President Reagan himself. 
Ap pa re n tty. e n r i ro n in e ntal 
groups hare finally recognized 
that their efforts to isolate Watt as 
an enrironmental madman and 
as the aberration of the Admin- 
istration's natural resource 
policy hare failed. Since the 
Reagan Administration is cow- 
mited to restoring a proper 
enrironmental balance and 


A week after the spring 
equinox, the Utah Wilderness 
Association held their yearly 
state-wide convention. Among 
the featured guest speakers at the 
event were such notables as the 
governor of Utah Scott 
Matheson, State Senator Frances 
Farley, Mayor Ted Wilson, and 
an excellent slide-show extrava- 
ganza (using 9 projectors) by 
John Telford and Bruce Hucko 
entitled, "A Price to Pay.” Two 
hundred people showed up for the 
festivities. 

Following lunch. Earth 
Firstlers showed off the film we 
had made of “The Cracking of 
Glen Canyon Damn.” The thrill 
came at the moment we watched 
the “crackers” stomp out to the 
“dropping point” to unravel the 
plastic marvel which would 
shortly thereafter be dusted by 


the FBI. 

Following the celluloid master- 
piece, Digger got up and sans 
microphone explained what the 
matter is with western civil- 
ization-all civilization, for that 
matter— arrogance. We humans 
are arrogant and can only see far 
enough ahead to satisfy our own 
selfish point of view, that of 
taking, taking, taking, and 
hardly ne’er any compassion for 
Mother Earth and Her myriad of 
life. “It’s time we got mad and 
began to ACT on our passion for 
Mother Earth,” Digger 
exclaimed. 

Now. Johnny Sagebrush didn’t 
just hang out and tune his guitar. 
Johnny hammered away at his 
golden strings and belted out 
songs he has especially written 
for times like these. The crowd 
went wild, so to speak. 


(Ed. Note: Ch im Blea is the na me 
given by the Indians of Baja 
Cal ifornia to the mou nta in lion on 
U'hose kills they fed. They found 
such carrion by following the cir- 
cling buzzards. With this issue of 
the EF! Newsletter, we introduce 
this wide-ranging column ivhich 
is certain to be controversial and 
provocative. Neither the News- 
letter nor EARTH FIRST! 
necessarily endorses the point of 
view presented here.) 

THE HERITAGE OF 
WESTERN CIVILIZATION 

Why is it that every great and 
justified revolution from the 
United States to Nicaragua has 
become corrupted, with the 
people’s heroes replacing the old 
tyranny with an equal terror? 
Why is it that in spite of the 
“green revolution,” modern 
medicine, socially conscious 
engineering projects, and effici- 
ent organizational techniques 
there is more suffering, disease, 
and starvation in the world than 
at any time in the past? Why is it 
that in this glorious age of tele- 
vision, international sports 
spectaculars, video games, 
impossibly ravishing Hollywood 
queens, jumbo jets, and fun drugs 
there is a greater sense of 
despair, of hopelessness than ever 
before? Why is it that in spite of 
every world leader’sery for peace 
and thirty-five years of the 
United Nations there are more 
wars and the greatest threat of 
the final conflict than this planet 
has ever known? Why is it that in 
spite of science we are destroying 
the very foundations of life on 
Earth? 

Where is Progress? 

Why has the great god Apollo, 
god of rationality, god of the 
scientists, humanists, Christians, 
capitalists, and communists not 
straightened things out and 
ushered in the golden age 
promised by high technology? 

To answer these questions we 
must take a radical journey back 
four thousand, five thousand 
years ago to the beginnings of 
that prized artifact we call Wes- 
tern Civilization. The Western 
Civilization developed where it 
did or when it did was chance. 
That it did develop was no acci- 
dent. The seeds of this marvelous 
genesis were contained in the en- 
larged brain, opposable thumb, 
and upright posture of the 
earliest hominids. Western Civil- 
ization is an idea, a process — a 
paradigm, or worldview. It today 
encompasses the whole world 
from Peking to Timbuktu, from 
Kiev to Alice Springs, from 
Managua to Boston. 

It began on the eastern end of 
the Mediterranean. In the semi- 
arid hills of Mesopotamia, 
nomads settled down to grow the 
wild grasses they found there. 
Dependence on uncertain rains 
gave way to simple irrigation to 


On April 8th, after 6 years of 
work. 1,400 permits from state 
and federal governments, and an 
expenditure of $50 million, the 
Northern Tier consortium was 
stopped in its efforts to construct 
an oil superport and a 1,500 mile 
long pipeline to carry crude oil 
from Alaska to refineries in the 
Northwest and upper Midwest. 

Republican governor of 
Washington, John Spellman, 
rejected the application for the 
pipeline to pass through Puget 


more ambitious projects for the 
control of water. Village was re- 
placed by town, town by city, city 
by empire. As hunter-gatherers 
became farmers and then 
urbanites, an administrative 
class developed and became the 
officers of empire. Nearby on the 
Nile the strong men who had 
scrambled to the top of their 
agricultural anthill realized that 
they were the gods of Earth and 
called themselves Pharoahs. In 
the harsh herding lands of 
Canaan, tough-minded Pharoahs 
conceived a single war god 
supremely masculine. And on the 
rocky peninsula and islands of 
Greece, Diana and the other 
Earth goddesses were re- 
placed by the macho Olympians 
who were in turn replaced by 
Apollo, god of reason. Indeed, 
the wise men of Athens became so 
enamored of reason (the civilized, 
male, modern way of thinking) 
and opposed to intiution (the 
natural, female, old-fashioned 
way of thinking) that they 
decided that the only rational 
form of love was man for man and 
they became homosexuals not 
because they liked boys so much 
as they hated the ancient Earth 
wisdom women represented. 

These ideals coalesced and 
became one worldview— Western 
Civilization. Empir e from 
Babylon. God-like rulers from 
Egypt. Male hierarchy from 
Israel. Rationality from Greece. 
Western civilization came on 
horseback in opposition to the 
ancient Earth goddesses, to 
living in harmony with the flow 
of the seasons, to cooperative 
egalitarian small tribes and 
communities, to seeking wisdom 
intuitively from the Earth. By 
definition, Western Civilization 
was anti-Earth, anti-woman, 
anti-equality, anti-peace. 

During the last two thousand 
years nothing of importance has 
occurred in the worldview of 
Western Civilization. Newton, 
Descartes, Marx, Ford, Einstein, 
have merely carried it further 
down its ordained path. Christ- 
ianity, Capitalism, Communism, 
Industrialism, Humanism, 
Scientism are merely sects 
debating the number of demons 
dancing on warheads. Computer 
chips and the MX Missile are the 
natural children of the first irri- 
gation project and the overseer’s 
whip. That is why the world is in 
a mess. Because of the world- 
view of Western Civilization. 

There will be no change for the 
better until the paradigm of 
Western Civilization is replaced 
by another worldview. Until 
Apollo is dethroned and Diana is 
again paramount. Until greater 
wisdom is seen in the Lakotathan 
in the New Yorker. Until the 
stone point is more fascinating 
than Pac-Man. Until children 
seek wisdom alone on a mountain 
rather than in books alone. 


Sound saying “I cannot allow the 
Sound, it’s delicate ecology or the 
economy and lifestyle it supports 
to become endangered.” 

Cortland Ditler, Chairman of 
the consortium which includes 
Getty Oil, U.S. Steel, and 
Westinghouse Electric stated 
that his group would review the 
decision before deciding on a 
course of action, but, that 
“Northern Tier does not intend to 
continue its endeavors.” 


Pipe Dreams Shattered 
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DEAR NED LUDD 


Editor’s Note: 

The Earth First! Newsletter 
presents this revision of our 
earlier “Eco-Tactics” column 
for the sole purpose of our 
readers’ entertainment. 
Neither the Earth First! News- 
letter, nor any of its 
contributors necessarily 
endorse or condone the 
opinionsandideasexpressed in 
“Dear Ned Ludd.” 

Furthermore, Earth First!, 
the Earth First! Newsletter, 
and its editors are opposed to 
violent and illegal activities, 

DEAR NED LUDD 

(Ed. Note: Imagine our 
surprise a fortnight ago when into 
our scroungy office came the 
original Ned Ludd. Although he 
was 235 years old , he didn’t look 
much worse than Bart, or Dave, or 
Spurs after a hard night of 
EARTH FIRST! partying. We 
were delighted when Ned offered to 
take over our Ecotactics Column 
and turn it into “Dear Ned 
Ludd. ”) 

Dear Ned Ludd, 

Are you aware of the book “Eco- 
tage” that was published by 
Environmental Action (’71 or ’72, 
Pocket Books, I think)? It was a 
compendium of suggestions 
inspired by the Fox of subur- 
ban Chicago. The Fox was the one 
who threw sludge collected from 
US Steel’s corporate HQ. The 
suggestions ranged from mailing 
in busines reply cards of cor- 
porate polluters with EF!-type 
messages on the back instead of 
your address, to injecting butyl 
mercaptan (high stench) into the 
wall of the home of an offending 
corporation’s executive officer. It 
was a good book but lacking in 
many technical specifications; 
mostly Ideas. I hope your Eco- 

defense Manual will be more 
detailed and more real. 

Vixen 
Cleveland 
Dear Vixen. 

I thought I recalled the “Ecotage" 
book but when I couldn't find a 
copy I just thought my senility was 
playing tricks on me again. Does 
anyone out there still have a copy 
of “Ecotage ”? If so. please send it to 
me in care of this newsletter. I'll 
return it after looking it over for 
the ECODEFENSE book. 

Dear Ned Ludd, 

I recently hiked into a beau- 
tiful wild canyon in southeast 
Utah with a friend. The trip 
would have been romantically 
idyllic except for the dirt bikes 
that nearly ran us off the trail and 
had ripped up the canyon. When 
we got back to my car a couple of 
days later, the windows were 
smashed. Guess they didn’t like 
my “Hayduke Saves” bumper- 
sticker. Needless to say, I was 
pissed and began plotting on how 
to get dirt bikes and other ORV 
monsters. One idea I had was 
driving roofing nails into small 
pieces of plywood and bury the 
plywood with the nails up in soft 
sand where a bike trail comes up 
out of a stream crossing. This 
should nail their tires good as 
they dig into the sand to climb up 
the bank. What do you think? Do 
you think this could hurt a hiker? 
Joe Smith 
Provo 

Dear Joe, 

It sounds good to me, but since I- 
I’m not much on machines. I’ll 
throw your question out to our 
readers. Any comments on the effi- 
cacy of this tactic disabling a bike 
or presenting a danger to hikers 
would be gladly welcomed. Any 
other ideas to help Joe get even 
with the cretins on their Yamahas 


and we take no responsibility 
for any such behavior on 
behalf of anyone who might 
read “Dear Ned Ludd.” 

Readers are invited to 
submit material for this col- 
umn, but we encourage those 
who do so to keep their pieces 
short to allow for space limi- 
tations. 

Under no circumstances will 
the Earth First! Newsletter 
consider any submissions 
which advocate violence 
against any of Mother Earth’s 
life forms. 

and Hondas would be welcomed. 
I’m sure. 

Ned 

Dear Ned Ludd, 

About ten years ago I was very 
fond of attacking auto packs, 
laden with the offspring of 
Detroit Mama. Since just throw- 
ing rocks at the fat cat cars would 
do little damage, my partner and 
I would arrive at a trestle over the 
tracks at about 9 p.m., knowing 
that a train carrying chromium 
coaches would pass at around 
10:30. We’d start gathering 
boulders as big as we could carry 
to build up a large ammunition 
supply. About 10 we’d lie in wait 
for the train, flat on the iron to 
avoid the spotlight as it barrelled 
towards us. After the locomotive 
passed, we’d sit up and drop our 
boulders when the caddies were 
below us (about a distance of 10 
feet). We had glorious direct hits; 
smashing windshields, crunch- 
ing roofs and hoods. Then we’d 
lay low as the caboose passed. We 
had to stop our fun when rail- 
road dicks began patrolling the 
area. I notice now that most auto- 
packs are enclosed with protec- 
tive screening over the top and 
sides. I assure you that this was 
not "mere teenage vandalism” 
but of a sincere Luddite motive. 
Rafe 

Corncob, Iowa 
Dear Rafe, 

I am happy to have been of such 
inspiration to have kept you out of 
sleazy pool halls as a teenager. 

Dear Ned Ludd, 

Enclosed is a primer on seismic 
survey operations for your 
readers, along with some illus- 
trations. Hope your friends find 
this useful. 

Seismic Survey Crews; 

How They Work 

One of the biggest potential 
threats to wilderness is the 
amount of land under lease for 
mineral exploration. According 
to the Utah Wilderness Associa- 
tion, over ninety percent of BLM 
land in Utah is covered by oil and 
gas leases. The holder of the lease 
has the right to explore for 
mineral wealth with helicopters, 
trucks and sometimes earth- 
moving equipment; roads have 
been bulldozed for drilling rigs in 
several Wilderness Study Areas 
in Utah, even though this violates 
BLM regulations for WSA’s. 
Clearly, due to the “energy 
crisis,” depletion of reserves of 
strategic minerals, etc. mineral 
exploration, drilling and mining 
continue to be regarded in 
Washington as priority uses for 
public lands in the West. 

Permits to explore for oil and 
gas are regularly granted by the 
BLM and Forest Service with 
little or no fuss. Environmental 
damage is supposed to be kept to 
a minimum, but some is inevit- 
able and nobody watches seismic 
crews to prevent needless tearing 
up of the land, with the exception 
of archeological sites which must 
be surveyed and marked by an 
expert before the seismic work 
can begin. I heard a story which 


typifies this kind of situation. A 
crew was doing a line in Monte- 
zuma Canyon in Utah, where 
they were preceded by a bull- 
dozer to make a road through the 
Basketmaker and later Cliff 
Dweller sites, an archaeologist 
marked these sites off limits with 
blue flagging. Human nature 
being what it is, the surveyors 
and the “juggies” raided every 
blue-flagged area for pot shards 
and arrowheads! 

Exploration on private land 
often crosses fields, where com- 
paction of the soil by the heavy 
trucks can cost a farmer money. 
So a permit agent calls on the 
landowner with cash in return 
for granting a permit. Often, this 
includes restrictions such as “one 
set of tracks” or “no vehicles” (so 
the cable must be packed in on 
foot), and these are most often 
adhered to although mistakes are 
made. There is the story of a 
farmer who didn’t get paid as 
promised, and appeared in the 
door of the recorder truck with a 
shotgun. The senior observer was 
curtly told to call all the trucks in, 
and after getting a call on the 
radio the whole crew was soon 
gathered together in shotgun 
range, where the farmer told 
them to walk back to town and he 
was confiscating the trucks for 
trespassing. Took a while to 
straighten that one out. 

After the permit agent has 
done his work, the next step is to 
send in the surveyors. Working 
with a “chain,” the line is laid out 
crosscountry or along a road used 
colored flags at regular intervals 
of 110, 220, 440 feet or whatever 
the pattern being used. Later 
(sometimes not until after the line 
is “shot”) the surveyors sight in 
the whole line with a theodolite or 
its electronic equivalent, leaving 
survey stakes to mark instru- 
ment positions. Survey work is 
easy, though tedious, to undo. As 
an ecodefender, the biggest prob- 
lem is finding a seismic line in the 
first place; unless you have talked 
to somebody on the crew over a 
beer, a glimpse of colored flags 
along a road or trail is the only 
clue. Then walk along the line 
and pull them all up. Be sure and 
bring a pack because seismic lines 
often run thirty miles or more, 
and that’s a lot of flags. 

Wilderness areas commonly 
have a lot of rugged terrain, or 
they would have been explored 
and drilled years ago. The 
advent of “portable” crews has 
overcome terrain problems, 
however, and created prob- 
lems for wilderness defenders 
instead. Portable crews arrive 
by helicopter and use light- 
weight cable and gieophones, 
and a portable seismograph or 
“recorder” unit which puts the 
data on magnetic tape. To 
create echoes for the geo- 
phones to pick up, holes are 
drilled for dynamite charges 
or else surface charges are set 
off on command from the 
senior observer at the 
recorder. These explosive 
charges do little damage to the 
landscape, but they play hob 
with any wild animals that 
might live in the area. In some 
cases where an area has been 
repeatedly explored (oil com- 
panies don’t share information 
with one another, so much 
redundant work is commis- 
sioned) deer and other living 
things have reacted by moving 
out to a quieter neighborhood. 

As opposed to a portable 
crew, a “shot-hold” crew is 
much worse. I talked to a Park 
Service ranger at Hovenweep 
National Monument, where 
some very large Anasazi ruins 
are perched precariously atop 
sandstone boulders. He had 
just had a visit from a shot-hold 
operation that ran a line just 
outside the monument boun- 


dary at Square Tower Ruins, 
less than a mile from harm to 
the ruins, but I think that 
ranger was very glad to see 
them go. Shot-hole operations 
use a truck-mounted drilling 
rig and leave a lot more 
physical evidence than a 
portable crew. There are 
restrictions in the use of this 
kind of equipment near human 
habitation, naturally, but most 
oil and gas exploration is on 
back country roads and trails. 
The major threat to wilderness 
here is when seismic crews, 
needing a road to work, get a 
bulldozer and make one. 

“Vibroseis” crews are a rela- 
tively new development in geo- 
physical work. Instead of 
dynamite charges, vibrator 
trucks are used. Each “vihe” 
lowers a plate into contact with 
the ground, and shakes it 
hydraulically. There are 
usually four vibes on a crew, 
most often trucks but tracked 
vibes are used by some com- 
panies that work off the roads a 
lot. 

A typical crew has about 
three or four miles of cable and 
geophones on the ground at 
any one time. During the work 
day, the recorder truck is 
plugged into the cable, “read- 
ing” off about two miles of line 
as the vibes shake at intervals 
along it. The “jug crew” is 
picking up the geophones and 
cable behind the vibes and 
laying it all out again ahead 
(see diagram). At night, the 
vehicles are usually parked in 
town but the cable is left in 
place on the line. Very often the 
cable heads are disconnected 
at intervals or where the line 
crosses a road, since people 
have been known to use a 
pickup truck or whatever to 
drag cables away. This has 
allegedly happened on the Ute 
Mountain Indian Reservation. 
Cable and geophones are very 
expensive, and often hard to 
reptace if lost or damaged. 

Vibes and jug trucks come in 
threes and fours on a seismic 
crew, and the crew can usually 
operate well enough despite 
the loss of one of these vehicles. 
However, each crew possesses 
one and only one recorder. If it 
goes down, no work can be 
done until it is fixed. Recorders 
are expensive and complex 
electronic equipment, and too 
costly to replace with a spare. 
If the recorder is down, the 
crew has to shut down. 
“Juggie” lore tells of the time 
one crew was tired of working 
seven days a week, 12 hours a 
day and they created a 
vacation by putting a ping 
pong ball in the diesel fuel of 
the recorder truck. 

In themselves, seismic 
survey crews do little damage 
to the environment when com- 
pared to strip mines, power 
plants and dam projects. 
However, our remaining de 
facto wilderness areas which 
are not protected by legis- 
lation lie open to road making 
for seismic operations, and 
when the results from this type 
of survey are positive we get 
drilling rigs. This type of work 
should be restricted to land 
already dominated by the 
works of man. In wilderness 
areas, seismic crews are the 
vanguard of the “rape, ruin 
and run boys” and should be 
stopped. 

George H. 

Jackson, Wyoming 
Dear George. 

A lip of the old monkeywrench to 
you, mate! That’s just the kind of 
technical information we non- 
mechanical blokes need. If any of 
the rest of you out there hare 
similar information to share, 
please send it in. As my friend in 


Wolf Hole says, ice frill lire to //iss 
on their bloody grans. 

Dear Ned Ludd, 

Why not have a little fun and 
stick it to your local utility, oil 
company, industrial polluter, 
real estate agency, or similar 
scum? 

A two dollar tube of glue can be 
usefully applied to gum up locks 
on office and warehouse doors, 
vehicle and heavy equipment 
ignitions, etc. 

Simply select the best glue for 
the job at the hardware of your 
choice, pick your target, and, 
when no one is looking, squirt a 
generous portion of the fast 
drying potion into the keyhole. 
The lock or ignition can then be 
opened only after considerable 
effort, with a possible accom- 
paniment of fist shaking and 
cursing. 

While this tactic is good as 
general resistance to the indus- 
trial megamachine, it can also be 
used to coincide with special 
events the chosen company is 
holding. Imagine PG&E officials 
late for a news briefing on their 
latest nuclear plant. Or the 
Exxon lobbyist breaking a 
window to retrieve his testimony 
on mining impact legislation. Or 
highway officials tryingtostarta 
car to attend the dedication of a 
new freeway. 

(For obvious reasons, please do 
not print my name with this 
suggestion.) 

Dear Super-glue, 

You sound as though you are a 
highly cynical, pent-up, low- 
budget saboteur whose only 
purpose in life is to cause endless 
trouble for the powers-that-be. Any 
chance you can send us more 
reports of others in the field who 
share your concern for the 
integrity of Mother Earth ? 

Dear Earth First!, 

Something that you may or 
may not wish to consider when 
planning your July 4th Bash: 
Every year (for the last 5 and 
planned for this year) the 
Juggies-Seismic Industry 
Workers hold their Annual 
Juggie Convention at Mosquito 
Creek outside Jackson, Wyoming. 
There are usually 2-3,000 juggies 
there. 

As you know, they work for 
companies under contract to 
major oil companies. So you may 
meet the opposition. However, 
most juggies are in the business 
for two reasons: #1: Money ttz 
They like working outdoors and 
being in the wilderness. As 
juggies are a pretty radical 
bunch and do care about the 
mountains (hard to rectify with 
their employment as it may be) 
this may also be a good oppor- 
tunity to pick up some converts— 
if you can find anybody sober 
enough to care. 

Some information you may 
wish to use in your eco-tacties 
column: How To Shut Down a 
Seismic Crew. 

If you come across seismic 
equipment in the mountains or 
desert, there are a couple of 
cheap, easy ways to cause them 
untold grief and expense. Ignore 
the strings of geophones, unless 
you just wish to take them for a 
ride a' la Smith & Hayduke. 
Geophones are relatively cheap 
and most crews have hundreds of 
replacements. It’s the thick 
cables paralleling the strings of 
geophones that you should con- 
centrate on. Only two cheap, 
obtainable-anywhere items are 
necessary. A box of straight pins 
and a few tubes of super glue or 
similar product. Push two or 
three straight pins completely 
into as many cables as you have 

Continued Next Page 
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time for, then bend the pins until 
the heads break off, so they can’t 
be seen or easily removed. This 
will short out all the wiring in the 
cable, rendering it useless. Next, 
find the cableheads (where the 
cable hooks to the next one: 100- 
300 feet apart). Open the heads by 
unscrewing or opening the 
latches — depending on the type of 
cable. Inside, you will see male 
and female plugs— 2 each— con- 
taining 48 or 96 “pins.” Cover 
these with super glue, as well as 
the joining edges of the cable 
heads, and put them back 
together. Most crews only have a 
few replacement cables, so if you 
can “fix” 10-20 heads you will 
certainly shut them down. 

If you come across the “dog- 
house” (computer center of the 
crew), you probably won’t be able 
to get inside it to do any real 
damage, unless you’re carrying 
bolt-cutters or a hacksaw, but 
those things run off generators 
sitting right next to them so any 
usual monkeywrench tricks will 
work there. Happy Hacking! 

—A Former Juggie 
Dear Former Juggie, 

Thanks for your imaginative 
and insightful “eco-tactic." You 
will notice that we have printed 
another piece on the vulnerability 
of seismic crews having their 
equipment disabled. It is sur- 
prising to note that so many jug- 
gles are favorable to wilderness 
preservation. If you sta rt a move- 
ment among them, please let us 
know. 

Ned 

ECOTACTIC 
Dear Ned Ludd, 

Official U.S. Government 
timber marking paint is spiked 
with a special chemical that 
shows up under exposure to 
certain frequencies of light. 
Thus, the freddies need not fear a 
little extra unofficial marking by 
purchasers of federal timber. 
The blue “Mark to cut” paint is 
heavily valued by timber beasts 
who want that little extra in their 
daily feast. (Actually, the way the 
forest Circus cuts these days, they 
might as well hand over the paint 
cans to Weyerhauser executives.) 

Yellow Paint is the “leave tree” 
color, indicating trees not to be 
cut. This type of marking occurs 
in the infamous shelterwood 
cutting units, where the number 
of trees to becutoutnumber those 
that will remain. Thus, our 
“multiple use forest” is left with a 
few trees sporting yellow stripes 
around their bellies. 

Anyway, if you lose your appeal 
of a timber sale that threatens to 
gut your favorite forest, and are 
unable to afford a lawsuit, secure 
some official forest service tree 
marking paint and proceed into 
the sale area. The rest is self- 
explanatory. 

You may not save the totality of 
a particular stand of timber, but 
you may save you r favorite grove, 
and ySu’ll definitely confuse the 
bastards. 

No name, please. 

Dear No Name Please. 

You are obviously the artistic 
type. Painting trees to confuse the 
timber beasts has its appeal, hut 
what happens when they start 
painting one color, only to be 
confused by another color, then the 
trees are painted again, until all 
that remains are multi-colored 
trees everywhere I Interesting 
idea, though. 

Let us know what other ideas 
you hare. 

Ned 


EARTH FIRST! 


FOB 3*131 
Salt Lake City, UT 
* 413 * 


How To Get Yours 

FBI Files 

Ronnie Raygun, “Fascist Gun in 
the West,” is determined to help 
the corporate power-mongers in 
their quest to squelch any and all 
dissent. One of the ways he is 
doing this is by attempting to 
nullify the Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act. So, we of Earth 
First! thought it might be 
prudent and proper for us to 
publish a condensed version of a 
“Request of Information” for 
Earth Firstlers to use before the 
government locks away our files. 
To request information from FBI 
headquarters, just type out the 
text below, sign your letter, have 

Soft-Core 

THE FBI & EARTH FIRST! 

The Cracking of the Dam: One 
Year Later 

by George Washington 
Hayduke III, 

Janitor & Maintenance, 
Glen Canyon Dam 

Well, it’s been over a year now 
since EF'.ers symbolically 
cracked the dam and I thought 
I’d take a few minutes out of my 
busy “maintenance” schedule 
down here to reminisce a little 
and bring you all up to date, 
especially in regard to how the 
EF! relationship has blossomed 
with the FBI of late. 

Last Spring Equinox (1981), 
you will remember, several 
armed personages were ready 
and waiting for an attack of 
sabotage upon the generating 
room (after having been tipped 
off by an anonymous phone call 
that that was where the action 
was going to be) whilst 700 feet 
above their heads, several 

unarmed “damn crackers" tri- 
umphantly unfurled a 300 foot 
plastic crack down the face of the 
dam. With John Law safely 
ensconced in the bowels of the 
dam, the damn crackers were 
able to avoid detection and 
successfully complete their 
mission, without anyone other 
than the one hundred cheering 


it notarized and send it off. The 
FBI is required to at least 
respond within 10 days to let you 
know what they have on you and 
how much it will cost you to get it 
(cost is minimal). 

To: 

Freedom of Information/ 

Privacy Act Unit 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, DC 20535 
Dear Person: 

This is a request under the 
Freedom of Information Act as 
amended (5 U.S. C. 552). 

I request a complete and 
thorough search of all filing 
systems and locations for all 
records maintained by your 

agency pertaining to , 

including but not limited to files 
and documents captioned in. 

Terrorists 

people topside, being the wiser. 

Newspaper reports after the 
event called it a publicity stunt 
for Ed Abbey’s new book (there 
wasn’t one) and on more than one 
occasion, it was reported that a 
black crack had been painted 
down the dam! The FBI confis- 
cated the entire 300 foot crack 
and dusted both side for finger- 
prints. 

Now one year later, this lowly 
floor sweeper is happy to report 
that EF! is still giving the 
combined forces of the Utah/ 
Arizona FBI something to do: As 
the 1982 Equinox approached, 
security measures were visibly 
tightened, nocturnal patrols 
were carried out by horseback 
throughout the week, and whilst 
cleaning out urinals this reporter 
overhead two FIB, oops I mean 
FBI agents (snorting something 
and flushing) commenting that 
these Earth First crazies (they 
don’t use the !) were just a bunch 
of “soft core terrorists.” Later, 

emptying ashtrays, yet two more 

“Fibbers” were arguing EF!, one 
of them making the comment, 
“Personally, I think these people 
have a point, this country already 
has enough dams.” 

Who knows?? perhaps EF! will 
start recruiting FBI agents. . . 
SAME TIME NEXT YEAR, 
HUH, FELLAS? 


CECIL GAELAJSTD 



There’s a scrappy rancher out 
on the western edge of Utah who 
has been fighting for Mother 
Earth and taking the slick- 


talking military maniacs to task 
for several years. His name is 
Cecil Garland, resident of Callao. 

Cecil was particularly vocal in 
his defense of the land when the 
Air Force was out trampling 
around in the Great Basin look- 
ing for acceptance of the MX 
basing scheme. 

“As I understand it,” Cecil said, 
“there are three proposed basing 
modes for this weapon: the land 
mode, the sea mode and the air 
mode. I’d like to add a fourth 
mode — the corn-mode, which is 
where the whole thing belongs.” 

At a Montana Wilderness 
Association Convention a few 
years back. Cecil made the 
following remark, which has not 
in the least lost it’s potency: 

“The history of man isa history 
of weapons. There's the bone, the 
bow, the bullet, and the bomb. 
Were flat up against the bomb. I 
think that man is going to hare to 
change willfully, ofhisown will, of 
his own intelligence, of his own 
compassion, of his own reason, or 
the bomb is gonna change us. If we 
hare the nuclear war, and after it 
if there are people capable of 
assembly to create laws and rules 
by which we'll govern future man, 
the cardinal and first and 
primary rule will be: no more 
war. I think that change has to 
come. We can make it on our own 
or the bomb will do it.” 


or whose captions include 

in the title. This request speci- 
fically includes “main” files and 
“see references,” including but 
not limited to numbered and 
lettered subfiles, 1A envelopes, 
enclosures behind files (EBFs), 
Bulky Exhibits, control files, and 
“JUNE” files. I want all records 
to be produced with the adminis- 
trative markings and all reports 
to include the administrative 
pages. 

In addition to a search of the 
General Index, please search the 
ELSUR Index. 

Please search for records 
under the following name(s): 

If documents are denied in part 
or in whole, please specify which 
exemption(s) is (are) claimed for 
each passage or whole document 
denied. Please provide a complete 
itemized inventory and a detailed 
factual justification of total or 
partial denial of documents. 
Specify the number of pages in 
each document and the total 
number of pages pertaining to this 
request. 

In excising material, please 
"black out" the material rather 
than “white out" or “cut out." I 
expect, as provided by the 
Freedom of Information Act, that 
the remaining portions of the 


EDITORIAL 

By Pete Dnstrud 

NO NUKE DUMP! 

In the last Earth First! News- 
letter, we ran an article on the 
proposed high level nuclear 
waste dump the Department of 
Energy wants to build in south- 
eastern Utah, next to Canyon- 
lands National Park. Shortly 
after the newsletter hit your 
mailbox, dozens of protesters 
from Utah and surrounding 

states staged a marathon relay 

race and hike to demonstrate 
their opposition to the macabre 
dump idea. The relay race 
portion of the protest saw the 
arrival of several determined 
runners who passed a petition/ 
baton from runner to runner all 
the way from Moab, Utah, 
through a spring snowstorm, to 
the State Capital in Salt Lake 
City. They were met by various 
sympathetic state officials, 
including Salt Lake City Mayor 
Ted Wilson. 

Soon afterwards, the Moab- 
Times Independent ran a front 
page story stating that the South- 
east Utah Association of Govern- 
ments and virtually all of the 
local county commissioners were 
in favor of the dump— and among 
the county commissioners in 
favor of the nuke waste moving 
into the red rock canyons was 
Grand County Commissioner 
Ray Tibbetts, who called the anti- 
nuke protesters “nomads travel- 
ing down the highway.” 

Our readers might remember 
in 1980, on the 4th of July, when 
Ray and his cohorts of the so- 
called “Sagebrush Rebellion” ran 
a bulldozer into a Moab-area 
BLM Wilderness Study Area in a 
show of their contempt of locking 
up land for such “useless” pur- 
poses as “Wilderness.” 

Ray Tibbetts said in an inter- 
view recently that a nuke waste 
dump would help the local econo- 
my. He should know— a few 
weeks ago it was discovered that 
several of his relatives, including 
his wife, have filed mineral 
claims in the vicinity of the 
DOE’s proposed dump. Evident- 
ly Tibbetts and family are hoping 
to cash in on the dump when and 
if a site is appropriated. What’s 
more, the Commissioners from 
Grand County (Moab) stated they 
are willing to take the dump and 
that local citizens should abide by 


documents will be released. 

As I would like to appeal any 
denials, please specify the office 
and address to which an appeal 
should be directed. 

I believe my request qualifies for 
a waiver of fees since the release of 
the requested information would 
primarily benefit the genera I 
public and be “in the public 
interest. ” 

If a fee waiver is not granted, 
please consult me before pro- 
ceeding if the fee is in excess of 
$ 

(I wish to make it clear that I 
want all records in your office 
“identifiable with my request" 
even though reports based on those 
records have been sent to the FBI 
Headquarters and even though 
there may be duplication between 
the two sets of files. Please do not 
refer me to Headquarters). 

I expect a response to this 
request within 1 0 working days as 
provided for in the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

Sincerely, 

Affirmed to on the Name: 

day of SStt: 

before me Birthdate: 

Place of Birth: 

Notary Public (Title): 

MARK ENVELOPE: 

ATTN FOI/ PA UNIT 


the - decision of their elected 
officials. This touched a sensitive 
nerve among Moabites, prompt- 
ing a flurry of angry letters to the 
Moab Times Independent. But, 
Moab politics aside, the issue of 
the dump is slowing gaining 
statewide attention. Utah Gov- 
ernor Matheson wrote to the 
DOE asking for an EIS on the 
entire area before the site selec- 
tion and exploratory shaft 
becomes reality. The DOE 
reportedly responded, saying 
they had no idea Utah wanted an 
EIS (despite several previous 
requests for one). The DOE has 
already gouged out several “test 
boreholes” in the Gibson Dome 
area (near the Needles District of 
Canyonlands National Park), but 
next spring the exploratory shaft 
(of much bigger diameter and 
consequence) is slated for entry 
into Mother Earth at Davis 
Canyon. 

Bechtel Group, Inc., has been 
under contract from the DOE to 
assess the impact, etc., of the 
nuke dump. Their recent Envir- 
onmental Assessment (a night- 
mare to read) ignored, among 
other things, the possible impact 
of the dump upon ancient 
Anasazi ruins in Davis and 
Lavender Canyons, and public 
comment on the E A ran out April 
26. 

All of this adds up to one thing: 
the DOE is determined to ram 
this monstrous, quick fix, nuke 
waste dump down the first big 
hole they can chisel out, follow- 
ing the path of least resistance. 
And, if push comes to shove, the 
DOE will no doubt shove. 

It is my feeling that Earth 
First! should fight this horrible 
project, with everything we’ve 
got. Once the DOE gets in with 
their big shaft next year and is 
followed by railroads and super- 
freeways to bring in all this 
country’s nuke waste the battle 
will have been lost. We will have 
lost forever some of the most 
beautiful landscape on Earth. 
More importantly, Mother Earth 
will have a cancerous tumor, an 
unparalleled malignancy, which 
will fester and poison the deli- 
cate skin of the planet for 
hundreds of thousands — perhaps 
millions — of years. 

We must not let the DOE and 
the nuclear industry destroy 
southeastern Utah (or anywhere 
else). If we leave this issue to the 
politicos and money grabbers in 
the Canyonlands area, we won’t 
HAVE a Canyonlands area. 
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cARMED 

WITH 

VISIONS 


Submissions are invited of poems, 
songs, spoofs, and all eco-radical 
or earth-nurturing work, • 
Include SASE if you want work 
returned • All rights reserved to 
the authors • Send pieces to Art 
Goodtimes, Box 1008, Telluride, 
CO 81435. 



Fingers 

and rock 
that dance 
secret, sacred 
“sheer naked contact” 
the smell of granite and effort 
the poetry of each finger hold 
and quartz nub 

for the toe 

mica flecks 

sun dizzy dance 

between the hands 

grasping 

caressing 

and the ritual 

each foot and hand moving 
alternately 
chalks in 
every few yards 
and the brightly colored cord 
& webbing 

fantasy snake of the rock 
sun on the back 
breeze in hair 

all muscles taunt 
spread eagle 
hugging granite 

into the Center. 

— Laurel f 


I’m cold 

Stuffing my hand wrapped 
around the much 
Smaller one 

deeper into my pocket 

I complained 

Pee Wee Medicine Horse laughed 
as she shivered 
and told me that 
Reservation winters were 
supposed to be cold 
and anyways I wasn’t the only 
one thats ever been cold 
Warming me 
the way 
she had been 

warmed on woodless winter 
nights 

— Renie Schaetzl 


Song for Ten Scallops 

Who were waiting 
in a Chinese fish market 
to be scooped up. weighed 
and wrapped in ivaxed paper, 
to be carried home, unwrapped 
and sauteed with soft mushrooms 
and beads of brown rice, 
to be slid into a wooden bowl, 
sprinkled with tamari 
and lifted with chopsticks, 
to be chetved, swallowed and 
digested 

to become part of my body 
to become part of the earth 

1/82 

— Leslea Newman 



When Women Ruled 

by Jack Mueller 

When women ruled with their baskets 
men stood in the steaming overflow 
a child had one parent- 
mystery incarnate was the other 
& it was for the other 
men & women worked sang & killed 

People knew that beauty was slow 
secret of elephants or a polished stone 
that care in the watching unveiled design 
a speechless pattern to follow 
hunter for the sight 
digger for the season 
shaman for a deeper sight 

This meticulous devotion 
gave the people meat grain roots. & wisdom 

Slowly men discovered 
the awful secret of their milk 
the deep will of their seed 
They took the granaries 
took women to their houses 
forgot old mysteries 
dug old death from the earth 
made it rise like themselves 
above the true heart of the land 

All civilization is auto-erotic 
a substitute pattern bom of false pride 
& a ivish without a name to replace 

lost melodies 

All patterns faster & straight er than nature 
are lies 

all symbols uprooted for surplus 
are lies 

all image song & speech tom out of the tribe & sold 
are lies 

all beauty & terror not bom of water & land 
are lies 

all states larger than a woman can walk in a day 
are lies. 






A Ceremonial for Ratsy 
Acacia's Hamster DOD 11/2/81 
Go, small sweet natured creature, 
back to earth. 

Descend inside your coffin— 
our Hallowed ’een pumpkin. 

Ride the sun chariot, 
autumn's golden placenta, 
through clouds of grass. 

Let your delicate skull 
illuminate our garden, 
your teetch gnash the Void. 

Bless all our children, our living 
with your going. 

Chitter Love, Love, as a mantra 
in our dreams, in these dark times. 

Amen 




Do This Poem With Both Hands 

Peace is the same sign 
as No 
as Safe 

it’s one of those definitive 
smoothing of the waters 
like shake 
both 

fold them in front of your 
solar power 
let it fly 
practice it 

peace we don’t talk about 

MUTUALLY ASSURED 
DESTRUCTION 

peace 

we don’t talk about 

What about the Russians? 
(Ha ve you seen any Russians, 
lately ?) 

Ha re you seen any 
peace 

we don’t talk about 

goint to a boutique to buy food 
there is no substitute for 
loveorbutteror 

guns go off when you give every- 
body education/ peace 

we don't talk enough 
the sign flies 

out of the solar plexus, like 
freedom 

make an O.K. sign 

both hands, fold them in front 
of you 
F! Freedom 

flies-out of your energy 
onomatopoetic sign language 
NO F — reedom 
peace we don't talk enough 
disarmament 
insulation 
vitamin A 
the fist 

is the same size 
as the heart. 

The raised heart. 

— Susu Jeffree 


Coyote/ Jackal/ Dingo 

for Digger 

A pache/ Zulu/ Arunta 
native hunters 
evolved in dreamtime 
slaughtered by euranglos 
and their farmer's 
unearthly god 
heaven’s invasion claimed 
pra irie/reldt/ outback 
replaced hunter’s prey 
With Christian sheep 
coyote /jackal /dingo 
ha unt flocks of 
this a/x* turned herdsman 
refuse to surrender 
the pagan earth 

-Josd 


— William Withervy 


those who grow 
hardly know it 
themselves; 

but you can 
spot it in them 

by a certain 
deep green 
vegetation 

—Garrett Lambrev 


■Look at life|B 
ProtT^DOtl^idesJ 

Check Into Another Century. 
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Intro to Jail 

Earth First! endorses non- 
violent mass actions and civil 
disobedience as a way to stand up 
to the land-raping corporate scum 
ivho’s only concern seems to be 
profits , profits, and more profits. 

Most of us are probably aware 
of the techniques of non-violent, 
civil disobedient actions. But how 
many of us know what happens or 
how to hold together once we are 
arrested? The bigger our group, 
the h order it will be for the govern- 
ment to impose sentences of any 
consequence. If we are fewer in 
number, we should expect the gov- 
ernment to impose stiffen 
sentences. This is where solidar- 
ity becomes crucial among those of 
us who might be imprisoned. 

The following article is 
reprinted from the Diablo Canyon 
Blockade/ Encampment Hand- 
book with the permission of the 
Abalone Alliance. (Their address 
is: Abalone Alliance, 9H Market 
St., San Francisco, CA 94102 ) 


Many non-violent activists will 
choose to noncooperate by 
refusing to reveal an address, or 
by refusing to promise to return 
for trial, increasing the burden 
on the courts to quickly deal with 
us, and enhancing our solidarity 
and strength as people working 
together, filling the jails. 

The questions we are asked, 
during the booking processabout 
our background and employment 
are further means to facilitate 
both their processing of us and 
their preparation of files about 
us, and many activists refuse to 
answer such questions. Similar- 
ly, many activists choose to resist 
the codification of people by 
social security numbers. 

Noncooperation must be 
approached with conviction and 
understanding. It has frequently 
been the case, however, that 
someone who intended to go 
through an arrest situation co- 
operatively turns to noncoopera- 
tion when ordered to do some- 
thing intolerable or, for example, 
upon witnessing harsh treat- 
ment of another prisoner. Non- 
cooperation can be very power- 
ful as a response to unjust 
demands by guards. Whether you 

choose to noncooperate in this 
demonstration or not, your 
dignity may some day demand it 
of you. 

It is likely that noncooperators 


will be subject to intimidation, 
lies, and threats. Noncooperation 
is difficult. It is rewarding, 
powerful, and inspiring, but it 
can be frustrating, time consum- 
ing and painful. Noncooperators 
must be careful not to pressure 
others into joining them. Anyone 
who tries to noncooperate must 
feel flexible enough to give it up if 
it becomes too much to handle. It 
•is never possible to predict with 
certainty how strong each of us 
can be. 

On the other hand, cooperation 
with the indignity and injustice 
of jail is no easier. We are all - 
working to stop nuclear terror 
and to create a more just society 
in the process. It is inevitable that 
for some of us that struggle will 
continue inside prison walls. 

Any act of civil disobedience 
implies the willingness to risk jail 
for one’s convictions. This risk is 
deemed less serious than the con- 
sequences of complicity in a 
wrong or danger, or concession of 
a matter of conscience. The risk 

of jail in any particular action 
may be relatively great or small, 
but it is important that all who 
undertake such an action do so 
responsibly, having given 
thought to the possible conse- 
quences and prepared psycholog- 
ically for the possibility of jail. 

The experience of a jail can 
provide a useful introduction to 
the underside of the American 
criminal justice system. As such, 
it is probably an experience at 
least as necessary to a well- 
rounded education as any time 
spent in a university (and it costs 
less). It is a side of life that is 
experienced by millions and yet 
remains generally hidden and in- 
visible to most of us. 

Jail is a kind of home for the 
poor. This is not to say that its 
residents have broken no laws — 
though many, simply awaiting 
trial, have been convicted of 
nothing. The point is that the bail 
system, the determination of 
sentences, and the essential 
respect given to property before 
human life in our court system 
discriminate against the poor. 
The very definitions of crime in 
our society select against those 
crimes committed by the poor. 
Therefore, it is possible to say 
that people sit in jail less for a 
charge on which they were 
arrested than because they could 
not afford to pay a fine, to raise 
bail, to hire a better lawyer; be- 
cause they have no property they 
could mortgage or influential 
friends to guarantee their bond. 

For those who land there as a 
result of participation in civil 
disobedience actions, jail can 
present an opportunity for 
testing and strengthening 
spiritual and political convic- 
tions. Though it should not be 
courted impudently, it is some- 
thing that must be faced and can 
certainly be endured. Those 
arrested as a result of civil 
disobedience know that they are 
there having made a conscious 
choice to stick to what they 
believe is right. That knowledge 
can make a difference between 
what is otherwise a thoroughly 
miserable situation and a larger 
possibility for reflection and 
understanding. What is more, it 
can provide you, when the time 
comes, with a reserve of strength 
of which you were previously un- 
aware. Don’t be surprised to find 
that many inmates consider 
themselves to be political pris- 
oners in some sense, being 
perhaps most acutely aware of 
the societal injustices that land 
them in jail. 

Jail is a lonely place. It aims to 


weaken solidarity, to try to iso- 
late people from one another and 
reduce one’s concentration to the 
demands of authority and of one’s 
.own survival. 

What exactly can you expect? 
Jails differ as to particular con- 
ditions, regulations and 
privileges allowed. Yet, jails are 
enough alike that it is possible to 
make some rough generaliza- 
tions. 

You can expect overcrowding, 
which means frustrating and 
irritating levels of noise and 
distraction, little personal space 
or privacy, scant regard for 
cleanliness. You must exercise 
patience, consideration and dis- 
cipline to preserve peace and 
sanity. It will be difficult to sleep; 
there will be blaring radios and 
TV’s, slamming bars and loud 
arguments, which may make you 
irritable and short tempered. 
Learn to watch for this in others 
and try to respect their need for 
space. Time will be distorted. 
Days will slip by but each hour 
will seem like an eternity. Food 
will be starchy and dull (don’t 
expect vegetarian menus). You 
and several other prisoners will 
be locked up most of the day in a 
cell containing only a toilet, sink 
and a few bunks. 

You will learn to WAIT, for a 
phone call, a shower, a meal, the 
answer to a question, the time of 
day. The granting of the simplest 
courtesy, privileges or rights 
will be subject to the arbitrary 
whim of a particular guard try- 
ing to teach you to behave, submit, 
obey. This can become boring and 
exhausting. Long exposure to 
jail, whether as a prisoner or a 
guard, tends to have a corrosive 
effect on one’s confidence in 
human nature and goodness, and 
the guards are victims of this as 
well, although at least they get 
paid. They expect the worst of 
people, and not surprisingly, they 

are not often disappointed. Their 

principal concern is to preserve 
order, which demands an atmos- 
phere of unquestioning respect 
(fear) for authority. Keep expect- 
ing that they should act with 
respect and compassion and you 
may be surprised by the results. 
Perhaps you will surprise them 
into remembering that they and 
the prisoners in their charge 
share a common humanity. At 
least you may establish a basis for 
dialogue. But at the same time 
that you recall the humanity of 
your guards don’t forget that, in 
the end, you and they have 
different jobs to perform. Let 
them be responsible for keeping 
order; you are responsible for 
keeping your conscience. 

Though you should always 
(with discretion) be prepared to 
explain the politics and prin- 
ciples behind your arrest, don’t 
expect that you are entitled to 
special privledges and treatment 
not extended to other prisoners. 
On the other hand, just because 
your body is detained doesn’t 
mean you’ve got to turn in your 
conscience and convictions along 
with your other belongings. 
Whether in jail or on the 
“outside,” the freedom we enjoy is 
always the freedom we claim for 
ourselves. Being under lock and 
key does not deprive you of your 
essential freedom as long as you 
continue to insist on your power 
to say “yes” or “no” within the 
limits of whatever situation you 
find yourself. It was your com- 
mitment to make decisions for 
yourself about what you should 
and shouldn’t do that landed you 
in jail in the first place, and it 
remains a good principle to live 
by, even in jail. 


Theatre of the Absurd 

Back in the late fifties and 
through the sixties, there were 
numerous booklets, pamphlets 
and brochures explaining how to 
survive World War III. Reading 
them now, with our “advanced” 
knowledge of the scenerio of 
nuclear war makes one wonder 
how we ever got past the wheel. 

The following excerpt is from 
“Who Wants to Live?,” a one act 
play written in 1961 by Frank L. 
Dougherty, then Manager of 
Security at Hercules Powder Co., 


PISSED! 



Response to EF! Boycott 

Adolph Coors Company 

From: 

John T. McCarty 
Vice President 
Corporate Public Affairs 

March 3, 1982 

Dear — : 

I have received the bottom of 
the photocopied letter which you 
have dutifully clipped and 
mailed to us as suggested by 
someone in some organization. I 
respectfully write first to find out 
what kind of person you are who 
responds to these kinds of re- 
quests without checking the facts 
and second, to ask your cooper- 

ation in our survey. 

In the last three weeks, we have 
received a total of 31 such 
mailings from people in Califor- 
nia, Washington, Colorado and 
Missouri. I would appreciate 
your completing the enclosed 
questionnaire. A self-addressed, 
stamped envelope is enclosed for 
your convenience. It would be 
helpful if you would read the 
enclosed pamphlet entitled. 
“Decide on the Basis of Fact, not 
Fiction” and the annual report of 
the Mountain States Legal Foun- 
dation. 

As a former schoolteacher, I 
appreciate the need for obtaining 
the facts upon which we base our 
decisions. I have always urged 
my students to do this, and I have 
the same requirements for Coors 
employees. 

The Sierra Club has recently 
announced it now has a total of 
275,000 members who have com- 
mitted $200,000 for specific 
Congressional races this year. 
They announced 22 workshops 
around the country where they 
will train political activists and 
have as their target “to defeat 
conservative Republicans.” I 
assume you would agree that 
these organizations have a right 
to this action unless, of course, 
they are tax deductible organ- 
izations, which precludes them 
from engaging in political 
activity. I also assume you would 
agree that individual members of 
the Coors family and Coors em- 
ployees have equal rights. 

More importantly, I assume 
you agree each of us has a respon- 
sibility to get the facts before we 
sign our names, make statements 
and do other things to libel and 
slander individuals and insti- 
tutions. 

Sincerely, 

John T. McCarty 


Wilmington, Delaware. The 
scene of the play is laid in the 
home of a Hercules employee. 
The characters are Father, 
Mother and children, the typical 
American family. Here, Father 
is speaking to his son, Mike: 

“You will be listening to the 
Conelrad station on this battery- 
operated radio and you should 
hear general information 
concerning the extent of fallout. I 
want to show you how simple it is 
to operate this radiation detec- 
tion kit which I bought last week 
for $19.95. With this kit you can 
tell approximately how much 
radiation is in the basement and 
you can tell when it has decayed 
to the point where you might 
think about testing it outside. The 
intensity of radiation from fall- 
out diminishes rapidly. Seven 
hours after a typical bomb burst, 
radiation intensity will be only 
about 1/10 of what it was one hour 
after the explosion.” 

Later in the play he says, “If 
you see a light brighter than the 
light of the sun, dive for the 
nearest hole in the ground. . .If 
you survive the initial blast, you 
can plan that fallout will not start 
to be dangerous until 25 or 30 
minutes later. This gives you 
time to locate a shelter and in 
most instances, will give you a 
change to get home.” 

EF! Fundraising 
River Trip 

Steve and Kathy Miller, 
owners of New Wave Rafting Co. 
in Sante Fe would like to 
announce an Earth First! river 
trip on the Taos Box stretch of the 
Rio Grande (designated “Wild & 
Scenic” River) in New Mexico on 
June 18th. Cost will be $25 per 
person for the day’s float trip. All 
proceeds go to Earth First! 

The Sunset of 
Big Wilderness 

I am currently working on an 
article, The Sunset of Big Wil- 
derness, which will look at the 
destruction of our largest tracts 
of wild and roadless country 
during the last half century. I 
will be focusing on the following 
areas: Gila Wilderness in New 
Mexico; the 8-million acre 
Escalante/Glen Canyon Wilder- 
ness Park in southern Utah 
proposed by Bob Marshall and 
Aldo Leopold in the late thirties; 
the central Idaho wilderness and 
Magruder Road; and the Red 
Desert of Wyoming. I would 
appreciate any information on 
the above areas or any personal 
knowledge on these areas as well 
as suggestions for reference 
materials on them and their 
dismemberment. 

As well as I can tell, the 
farthest a person can get from the 
nearest road in the lower 48 is 21 
miles (thoroughfare area on the 
boundary of Yellowstone and the 
Teton Wilderness). And the only 
places in the lower 48 where a 
strong fast hiker is more than one 
day’s hike from the nearest road 
are the centers of the River of No 
Return Wilderness, Bob 
Marshall Wilderness, Sehvay/ 
Bitterroot Wilderness, and the 
SE Yellowstone/Teton/Washakie 
Wilderness complex. Comments 
or additional information on this 
would be appreciated (such as 
areas you may believe are more 
than a day’s hike from a road). 
Send any of this info to me at the 
EF! newsletter address. Thanks 
for your help. 

—Dave Foreman 
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LEGAL HASSLES 


Anarchists we may pretend to 
be. but we are caught in a legal- 
istic world (which is not quite as 
bad as my predicament of being a 
romantic caught in an existential 
world, but it’s bad enough). None- 
theless. because we must deal 
with the system on a variety of 
levels we are forming a legal 
committee to contend with that 
sometimes grisly, sometimes ex- 
citing chore. Among the matters 
on which we need legal advice 
and/or action are: 

• Corporate (ugh) — we need 
advice on taxes, accounting, 
forms, how not to run afoul of the 
system while trying to ignore itas 
much as possible. For example, 
how should we deal with the 
money received for subscriptions 
to the newsletter, sale of snake oil 
& trinkets, advertising etc.? (The 
EARTH FIRST! Foundation, by 
the way, already has free legal 
help on its problems along these 
lines.) This is a horrible thing for 
a disorganization to have to 
worry about, but just a little 
advice might keep Pete out of the 
slammer. 

• Suits — this is more fun. We 
need some attorneys who will go 
where the Sierra Club Legal 
Defense Fund. NRDC, etc. fear to 
tread. There are a variety of 
issues out there where creative 
and no-compromise legal action 
is needed. Properly conceived 
and executed, a suit can throw a 
monkeywrench into the gears of 
the machine. (EARTH FIRST! 
should have been around to sue 
the Carter Forest Service over 
their grisly illegal RARE II EIS 
(that grumbling you hear over in 
the corner is from my old friends 
still working for the straight 
groups. They’re saying I didn’t 

want to sue back then. Which is 

true, but I’m meaner now.) 

• Criminal — as everyone 
knows. EARTH FIRST! does not 
advocate monkeywrench-type 


activities. Nor do we not advo- 
cate them. That’s up to you 
individual crazies out there. But 
we would like to know about 
attorneys who would be willing to 
defend any Haydukes and 
Abbzugs that happen to get 
caught and EARTH FIRST! 
would like to be prepared to raise 
money for their defense. In addi- 
tion. there is always the chance 
that some of us in EF! could be 
arrested for blockading an oil rig 
or a Freddie road construction 
project or rolling a symbolic 
crack down a dam somewhere. . . 

• ECODEFENSE Book - In 
our ECODEFENSE book (see 
last newsletter) we would like to 
offer legal advice on how to 
avoid conspiracy charges, how to 
make sure something is a mis- 
demeanor and not a felony, what 
to do if arrested, how laws differ 
state to state and state to federal, 
etc. 

These are the categories. If you 
are an attorney, please let me 
know what states you are licensed 
in, what your expertise is, how 
you are willing to help, and if you 
will do pro bono work. If you are 
willing to coordinate any of these 
projects, I certainly would like to 
hear that from you! (We do have a 
coordinator on the legal section of 
ECODEFENSE and an attorney 
for the Foundation. If you are 
interested in helping with the 
legal section of ECODEFENSE. 
I’ll forward your name along.) If 
you can help on the financial, etc. 
hassles of EF! (attorney, accoun- 
tant, otherwise competent), let 
me know. And whether you are 
an attorney or not but would like 
to help plan any legal action, 
select law suits, discuss legal 
strategy, let me know. Send your 
name and address to me if you are 
interested in any of this. I’ll tem- 
porarily coordinate this legal 

committee until an attorney steps 

forward to do it. The sooner the 
better. 

— Dave Foreman 


PRESERVE MAP 


Earth First! Preserves Map 
Later this year NED LUDD 
BOOKS will be publishing a wall 
poster map of the United States 
featuring the proposed EARTH 
FIRST! Wilderness Preserves 
(See EF! Newsletters 1/1 & 2/2). 
Around the edge of the map will 
be brief descriptions of the 
individual preserves. I am 
currently working on a draft of 
the map but I need your help: 


folks to comment on the rough 
boundaries I’m drawing for the 
Preserves as well as to suggest 
additional preserves, etc. If you’d 
like to see a draft of part of the 
map (indicate which Preservesor 
sections of the country) please let 
me know. We also would like to 
encourage local EF! groups to 
develop more concrete proposals 
for the Preserves in their areas. 
Thanks. 

— Dave Foreman 


Best New Publications 


“Watt’s News” put out by Trust 
Us Publishers, 735 Guinda 
Street, Dept. E, Palo Alto, CA 
94301. Copies mail order at $1.50 
each plus 50? postage, with a 40% 
discount on orders of 25 or more. 
Here are a couple of samples of 
their news. 

“The Pentagon announced 
today the development of a new 
‘Jdoomsdav” weapon, the Jim 
Bomb. The Jim Bomb destroys 
forests but leaves oil rigs 
standing. 

Under the heading “Waste 
Problem Solved,” “Haig said that 
from henceforth, all nuclear 
wastes will be dumped into the 
Grand Canyon. It is so simple, 
said Haig, slapping his forehead. 
It’s been staring up in our faces 
all along but we couldn’t see it. 
Maybe we need new glasses.” 

“Off the Wall” 

“Off the Wall Street Journal,” a 
brilliant April 1st spoof found at 
magazine stands for $2.00 an 
issue, published somewhere in 
New York, and looking almost 
exactly like its namesake. 


It contains paid advertise- 
ments like, “AMAX-Blowing up 
America today, so there’ll be an 
America tomorrow”: classified 
ads such as “FOR SALE: Yellow- 
stone National park, 12,000 sq. 
miles of timber, oil, gas and 
minerals. Assumable mortgage. 
For details: James Watt, U.S. 
Department of Interior, Wash., 
D.C.”; and comics. An editorial 
entitled “Think the Unthinkable" 
promotes the idea of nuclear as a 
solution to the problems of over- 
population and stagnant 
economics. It says “We live in 
times when frankness and 
realism have once again gained 
currency. Let us now be frank 
and realistic. The World and, 
more important, the world 
economy, needs a nuclear holo- 
caust.” 

Everything, right down to the 
classifieds, is designed to look 
like the Wall Street Journal, 
except that this publication tells 
it like it is." 



“Free the Colorado!” “Crack 
Glen Canyon Dam!!” and Earth 
First! is now on 16mm color film. 
See the famous unfurling of the 
crack. Hear Johnny Sagebrush 
singing: “Were you there when 
they built Glen Canyon Dam?” 
Watch Dave Foreman and Howie 
Wolke (who is smilin’ the whole 
time) being questioned by the 
police. Hear ED ABBEY offer 
advice on future actions — 
“Oppose! Oppose the destruction 
of our homeland by these alien 
forces from Houston, Tokyo, 
Manhattan, Washington, D.C., 
and the Pentagon. And if oppo- 
sition is not enough, we must 
resist. And if resistance is not 
enough, then subvert.” 

Everyone who has seen the film 
has agreed on one thing: It is 
superb! The film was produced 
by a professional film crew in San 
Francisco and cost a small 
bundle to make so we are renting 
it to EF! groups for $25 for local 
fundraising. Information on 
rental and prints can be obtained 
from the keeper of the film: 
Karen Tanner 
1640 Davidson 
Reno, Nevada 89509 
(702) 322-5215 

Witches 
Get Break 

Now your local coven may be 
entitled to a tax break as a result 
of a recent ruling by the Georgia 
Supreme Court. In a decision that 
probably left “righteous wing” 
and many Falwell-type followers 
“spellbound,” the Ravenwood 
Church of Wicca is now governed 
by the same tax laws as the 
Baptists. 

Lady Sintana, who identifies 
herself as a pagan and a witch, 
says her religion is based on an 
ancient matriarchal religion that 
flourished in Europe. Most pagan 
and Wiccan groups believe the 
sanctity and worship of nature. 
They are not Christian nor do 
they believe in a devil. Instead, 
they are considered by some to be 
a part of a broad spectrum of new 
or reconstituted faiths and 
“religions of ecology." 

Church lawyer Thomas 
Maddox, Jr. called the Court’s 
action a “victory for religious 
freedom. . .” The court vote was 4- 
2 . 


FO.R. 


Concerned about the continual 
destructin of the Grand Canyon 
by Glen Canyon Dam?— Contact 
Friends of the River, P.O. Box 
1115, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(602) 774-0130 

MONDAY, JUNE 14 

A nonviolent civil disobedience 
action will be held during the 
U.N. Special Session on 
Disarmament in New York City. 
The Action will blockade the 
U.N. Missions of five major 
nuclear powers. Nonviolence 
training is required. For further 
info contact: June 14 C.D. Cam- 
paign, 339 Lafayette St., N.Y.C. 
10012, (212) 777-4737. 


Earth First! 

Earth First! is pleased to 
announce its spring selection of 
T-shirts, Lil’ Green Songbooks, 
postcards, buttons, bumperstick- 
ers and other goodies designed to 
keep the spirits up, and to help us 
keep this newsletter going. Local 
Earth Firstlers may purchase 
EF! goodies at a discount(30% off 
in lots of ten or more per item) 
and resell them to raise money for 
local Earth First! groups. If 
you’re a die-hard Earth Firstler 
who is down and out, please write 
to us about our special “sell now, 
pay later” plan. 

All EF! Goodies except T- 
shirts are available by sending 
cash, check or money order to 
Earth First!, Box 26221, SLC, 
UT 84126. Allow us some time to 
get them out to you. 

T-Shirts 

This year Earth First! is offer- 
ing two separate T-shirt designs. 
The first is our ever-popular 
“Earth First!” shirt: a green fist 
inside a circle, with “Earth 
First!” lettered around logo. Our 
other shirt is the now-famous 
“Cracked Glen Canyon Damn” 
shirt by artist Jim Stiles. Both 
shirts are available after May 10 
and come in small, medium, 
large and X-large. 100% cotton, 
and in one color: green. Price 
each: $7.50 plus $1 shipping. 
Write to Karen Tanner for T- 
shirts — 1640 Davidson, Reno, NV 
89509. 

Songbooks 

Johnny Sagebrush has been a 
little hard to locate this winter, 
but we finally found him playing 
in some honkeytonk and have 
coerced him into getting his new, 
expanded version of the Little 
Green Songbook together. 
Johnny’s songbook was a hit at 
last summer’s demonstrations 
and during the Earth First! 
Traveling Roadshow. Johnny’s 
new songbook is sure to be an 
equally tremendous success. 
Price each: $4.50 plus 50? 
shipping. 

Bumperstickers 

Recently, we had a batch of 
new Earth First! bumperstickers 
made, which seem to be selling 
quite well. Due to high costs of 
printing, we are only offering 
five slogans at this time. They 
are: “Earth First!,” “. Hayduke 
Saves, ” “Rednecks for Wilder- 


Red Tape Hits Maps 

Please stand by on sending 
USGS Map orders to Art Good- 
times until we straighten out the 
regulations governing their sale. 
More on this next issue. 

Classified Ads: 

EF!ers teach extension 
classes: This summer Jay Vest 
and Tony Moore are combining to 
teach two college extension 
courses, one for San Francisco 
State, the other for the Univer- 
sity of Montana. Descriptions 
follow: 

Missouri Breaks BLM Wil- 
derness Study Practieum, June 
17-July 8. This course consists of 
three courses, “The Wilderness of 
Rivers,” “Environmental 
Ethics,” and a “BLM Wilderness 
Practieum.” We start with a 
week of whitewater rafting, then 
spend two weeks on the wild 
Missouri, alternating canoeing 
with inventorying BLM Wilder- 
ness Study areas in the Missouri 
Breaks, keeping a particular eye 
on agency improprieties in 
earlier studies. Contact Crandall 
Bay, 407 Atlantic Avenue, Santa 
Cruz, CA 95062 for more infor- 
mation. (Registration closes in 
mid-May.) 


Goodies 

ness," “Drill Watt, Not Wilder- 
ness, "and “Rudolf the Red Lives. ” 
Green ink on white “five year” 
stock. Price each: $1 plus 25? 
shipping. 

Monkeywrench Necklaces 

A new item in the Earth First! 
line of finer products: the 
Monkeywrench Necklace. Made 
from 100% solid metal, these 
attractive little necklaces are just 
the thing to make a Getty Oil 
official or Interior Department 
employee cringe. Sold primarily 
as a fundraising scheme, these 
little dandies go for $3. each plus 
25? shipping. 

New Earth First! products 
coming out of the works soon: 

Silent Agitators — little green 
stickers suitable for adhering to 
anything, these “agitators” are 
reminiscent of the old Wobblie 
“silent agitators” of the 20’s and 
30’s. Available soon, these handy 
little stickers will cost about 
$2.50 for a strip of ten. 

The Earth First! Calendar 

Getting yourself through each 
day in these, the “Dark Ages” of 
environmentalism, can be pretty 
depressing and frustrating. To 
counter this affliction, Earth 
First! is soon coming out with a 
totally original calendar to begin 
each day with. The Earth First! 
Calendar will feature 13 B&W 
photos and drawings to offend 
and enlighten, and will come 
complete with outrageous quota- 
tions and environmental dates 
through history. Each calendar 
will go for $5. 

Postcards 

You’ll never see these post- 
cards at your corner drugstore: 
the Earth First! line of environ- 
mental extremist postcards. 
Available soon, details will be in 
the next newsletter. 

The Journey Home: Some 
Words in Defense of the Amer- 
ican West by Ed Abbey 

By special arrangement with 
Ed Abbey, EF! is pleased to offer 
autographed hardbound first 
edition copies of this book, until 
the supply runs out, at the 
original priceof $10.95 to EF.'ers. 
Send $10.95 to POB 26221 SLC 
UT 84126. 


ME A CULPA 

In the last Earth First! News- 
letter, I printed a quote attri- 
buted to Pete Parry. Superin- 
tendent of Canyonlands, Arches 
and National Bridges National 
Parks and National Monument. I 
regret the misspelling of Pete’s 
last name. 

Chaos Creeps into Our 
Anarchistic Office 

A recent subscription appeal 
mentioned classified ads go for $1 
per word— it should have read, 
“10? a word," because that’s what 
seems fair — 10? a word. 


Wilderness America, August 
9-29. This course includes a three 
week backpack through the 
Rattlesnake and Mission Moun- 
tain wilderness of Montana. Par- 
ticipants will study wilderness 
history, philosophy, policy, and 
advocacy, with emphasis on 
traditional Native American 
views and current American atti- 
tudes toward wilderness. Contact 
Center for Continuing Education 
and Summer Programs, 125 
Main Hall, University of Mon- 
tana, Missoula MT 59812. 


Earth First! Newsletter — Beltane edition — May 1, 1982 


11 



3 > 


oo cc hj 

^ ps • 

H-O 

US ^ * 

& tr* CO 

» © 

fD 

— US 
O Oi 
5-* N> 
VJ us 


Cl 

H 



7j A^hl 



Coors Boycott! 


Your Body and Radiation 


One of a series on understanding 
the atom 



brought to you by the 
United States Atomic 
Energy Commission 


Do you cherish a high quality 
American environment? 

Would you like to see us main- 
tain pure air and water and 
National Parks and Wilderness 
Areas as a priceless heritage for 
future generations? 

Then join with us in this nation- 
wide BOYCOTT OF COORS 
BEER. 

Joe Coors urged Reagan to 
appoint James Watt as Secretary 
of the Interior, Anne Gorsuch as 
Director of the Environmental 
Protection Agency and Bob 
Burford as Director of the 
Bureau of Land Management. 
All three, and more of their own 
appointees, are bent on 
destroying any environmental 
gains made in the past few 
decades. The quality of the 
American Environment has 
already suffered at the hands of 


these people and will continue to 
suffer until they are replaced 
with intelligent and sensitive ad- 
ministrators. 

To add insult to environmental 
injury, Coors money funds the 
Mountain States Legal Founda- 
tion, an extreme right-wing front 
organization for oil and mining 
industries. The sole purpose of, 
MSLF is to thwart — in courts 
and by lobbying— important 
environmental and wilderness 
legislation. 

YOU CAN HELP! Copy the 
pledge below on a postcard and 
send it to Coors. 

ALSO, ask 10 of your friends to 
send similar postcards and to ask 
ten of their friends to do so! 

Join with the millions of us 
nationwide who care about the 
American Environment. 
BOYCOTT COORS. 


Each issue, or as often as we 
can stomach it, the Earth First! 
Newsletter will run selected 
excerpts from a series of old 
AEC propaganda booklets 


Nuclear energy is playing a 
vital role in the life of every man, 
woman and child in the U.S. 
today. In the years ahead it will 
affect increasingly, all the 
peoples of the Earth. It is 
essential that all Americans gain 
an understanding of this vital 
force if they are to discharge 
thoughtfully their responsibil- 
ities as citizens, and if they rae to 
realize fully the myriad benefits 
that nuclear energy offers them. 
The U.S. Atomic Energy Com- 
mission provides this booklet to 
help you achieve such under- 
standing. 

GROUND RULES 
Since “the proper study of 
mankind is man” we will try to 
steer our tale of radiation effects 
in that direction. Unfortunately 
man makes a rather touchy 
experimental animal. So we’ll be 
forced to take most of our infor- 
mation from experience with 
cells, large and small cooper- 
ative mammals, and whatever 
human incidents or accidents we 




printed in 1966. Some of the 
booklets we will be looking into 
in future issues are, “Food 
Preservation by Irridation,” 
“Atoms at the Science Fair,” 
and “Fallout from Nuclear 


can find. 

RADIATION LIKE GOOD 
THINGS, COMES IN SMALL 
PACKAGES 

Like drugs, radiation can 
either heal or poison, depending 
on the amount given. The most 
widely used unit today is the rad 
(an acronym for radiation 
absorbed dose). The rad is 
defined as that quantity of 
radiation thatdelivers 100 ergs of 
energy to one gram of substance. 
RADIATION PROTECTION 

The best way to avoid 
becoming a weekend traffic 
statistic is to stay off the high- 
ways. With radiation, too, the 
best policy is avoidance. Damage 
from radiation tends to be largely 
cumulative so that in general, a 
few thousand rads will be lethal, 
whether given in seconds or 
years. The maximum lifetime 
does that can be considered “safe” 
has been set at about 250 rads. 
One could consider staying in a 20 
rad-per-hour field for a few 
hours, if need arose, provided one 


Tests.” 

Spurs is in charge of this con- 
tinuing series. Address sug- 
gestions and hot contributions 
to him care of Earth First! 
Newsletter. 


had some certainty that the 
experience would not be 
repeated. Spatially, one might 
tolerate a dose of several thou- 
sand rads to a limited part of the 
body in an emergency or for the 
cure of a serious disorder, where 
a whole body dose of this size 
would be lethal. 

POISONS AND PEOPLE 

Unlike chemical poisons, 
radiations cannot be removed 
before its full damage is com- 
plete. It is literally “gone before 
you know it.” Thus the only 
feasible answers are: Avoid it, 
put molecules in its path that will 
be sacrificed to save those of the 
nucleoplasm, or attempt to repair 
the damage itself, once it has 
occurred. 

Except for Hiroshima, 
Nagasaki, a few accidents, and 
patients undergoing radiation 
treatments we have had little 
opportunity to study the effects of 
radiation on people. Most of our 
information has been obtained 
from mice and other happily 
cooperative laboratory animals. 


Clip and mail to: ADOLPH COORS CO., Golden, CO 80401 

I hereby pledge to boycott Coors beer until such a time that Interior 
Secretary James Watt, EPA Director Anne Gorsuch and BLM 
Director Bob Burford are replaced by intelligent administrators 
who are sensitive to the American Environment and until Coors 
stops funding the extremist, anti-environmental Mountain States 
Legal Foundation. 

Signed: 




Environment & Society Portal 


Full citation: Dustrud, Pete, et al., eds., Earth First! 2, no. 6 (21 June 1982). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6833 


Ah rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 
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EARTH LOVERS! TREE HUQGERS! ECO-RADICALS! 

DESERT RATS! WILDERFREAKS! ENVIRONMENTAL EXTREMISTS! 

Defend Mother Earth — Protect the Wilderness 

Or. ir.- • The Third AnnCft*. 

Bound River Rendezvous! 

sponsored by EABTH FIRST! 



CECIL GARLAND as Master of Ceremonies 
with 

Ed Abbey — Art Goodtlmes — Howie Wolke 
Dave Foreman — Johnny Sagebrush — Ceollla Ostrow 
The Lithium Brothers 
-PLUS — 

“James ‘Gee’ Watt” 

and a Host of Others 

ALSO: Peaceful Blockade to Defend the Groa Ventre from Getty Oil 

Standard. Barth First! Party the night of the 3rd 

EARTH FIRST! WORKSHOPS 6* SEMINARS 
July 4th 

Keg Baer — Hot Dogs — Potato Salad 

C nominally priced) 


Free to All — Come Early! 

Call your local EF! contact for carpooling Info. 

For farther Information call: 

BUR Headonarters 

WYOMING (307) 733-8084 

Ask for “Round River Ron” 

TO GET THERE: First, find Jackson, Wyoming. Then go about 26 miles southeast on 
Highway 187-189 towards Pinedale and Rock Springs. Turn off at Granite Creek 
Road and go two miles— w 
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Hey, There! What’s That Sound? 

By Pete Dustrud 


EARTH 

FIRST! 


NEWSLETTER 


JUNE 21, 1982 
SUMMER SOLSTICE 



LITHA EDITION 
Voi. II, No. VI 


Few DoUars ancI No Sense 


It is summer. Each day as the 
sun burns bright, the warmth 
moves to higher places. Little by 
little, the mountain soil releases 
more moisture, nurturing 
nature’s wonders. The forest is 
not quiet; it is alive with sound 
and movement. Millions of songs 
fill the air — birds, insects, the 
wind on the treetops and the 
gushing streams— all playing 
their melodies by the rhythm of 
the Earth. Nothing is lost here, 
nothing is taken without being 
returned. The largest creatures 
give back to the smallest. Every- 
thing here, right down to the last 
drop of water, the most hidden 
spider, the smallest patch of 
lichen, takes its part in the great 
cycle. Between these sounds, this 
chorus of life, there is another 
phenomenon permeating every 
nook and cranny in the universe. 
It too can be heard, but one must 
listen well. 

It is the silence. 

Today it is very quiet. The 
silence is broken by only faint 
whispers. As the day grows hot- 
ter, the silence grows thicker. 
What is wrong? Where are we? Is 
this a dream? No, this is the Gros 
Ventre Range of Wyoming. And 
today, every creature is intently 
listening because they have never 
heard this sound before. Far off it 
comes — plodding, thumping, 
churning and banging: metallic 
beasts of destruction have 
entered the lower hills and are 
slowly, but steadily, inching their 
way up Little Granite Creek, 
smashing, killing, laying waste, 
devouring everything in the way. 

Oh, they have done this else- 
where. What was once virgin 
wilderness, thriving with 
nature’s abundance, is now 
scarred and festering, riddled 
with cancerous tumors of the 
humans’ making. Like a patient, 
infected with cancer, the malig- 
nancy only grows larger and 
more lethal. Before enough anti- 
bodies can come to the defense, 
the organism is dying. 

But, as it has been said, life is 
tough and death is easy. The noise 
at the bottom of the mountain 
gets louder. As it does, millions of 
heartbeats on the mountain 


quicken. An old grizzly bear sud- 
denly gives up trying to catch her 
fat trout and disappears into 
thicker cover. All around the 
path of the invaders, animals 
scatter to seek refuge, much like 
they do when a fire comes. Unlike 
fires, however, the noisy clamor- 
ing bulldozers are relentless: 
they keep coming, and will do so 
until they reach a pristine, alpine 
saddle, far up on the mountain. 
There, they will bring up other 
weapons to tear a deep hole out of 
the life-giving Earth. Like a 
hideous vampire, this mechan- 
ized bloodsucker will stab deep 
into the soil and rock in search of 
the decayed remains of creatures 
long gone. 

Once oil is found, the pumps 
will pull from the Earth as much 
oil and gas as is demanded by the 
desperate power-mongers in 
charge of the invading machin- 
ery. 

Thousands of miles away, in 
a vinyl and chrome-plated toilet 
stall, an insidious shell of what 
was once a being resembling the 
human variety, will let off an 
extra cackle or two, as he, James 
G. Watt, muses over his “divine” 
duty, and tomorrow will call the 
rape of the Gros Ventre “wise 
management.” 

Like a nasty nightmare, all of 
this could happen, but here’s the 
pinch: It won’t, because there are 
now enough concerned, fed-up 
and active humans, who are 
loosely united under one banner 
(not a national one , but a planet- 
ary one), who are drawn to that 
strong impulse and concern: The 
Earth’s survival. We are not, and 
the Earth is not, alive because of 
profits first, nor because of power 
first, greed first, progress first or 
war first— we are alive due to the 
Earth first— always have been, 
always will be. We are Earth 
Firstlers! The survival of this one 
and only planet we have is what 
counts. 

There have always been people 
like us, but our voices have often 
been scattered and muzzled. Now 
we are coming out of the wood- 
work, as it were. We need no con- 
vincing, no one has to give us 
sermons, or tell us what to think 


In the purest sense, biologically 
speaking, there is no one place on 
earth which is a complete “eco- 
system” unto itself. The bio- 
sphere is far too complex and 
interdependent to tag with 
labels. But it is possible to point to 
various facets of the natural 
order of life on earth and recog- 
nize some of them as overwhelm- 
ingly crucial to the overall 
scheme of things. 

For instance, the Amazon 
Basin is a great, but now 
threatened, expanse of wild 
jungle lands which has been esti- 
mated to generate as much as 25% 
of the atmosphere’s oxygen, and 
has been called “Earth’s lungs.” 
An oversimplification scientifi- 
cally speaking, yes, but a graphic 
and frightening irony can be 
drawn when we consider the con- 
sequences of the rapid deforesta- 
tion going on in and around 
Brazil. 

If we can call the Amazon 
Basin the lungs of Mother Earth, 

and do. The score is pretty damn 
obvious. Our planet is being 
destroyed by humans, so it must 
be saved by humans. If we don’t 
save Her, who will? 

In this place called “America” 
only small pockets of wilderness 
have escaped the cruel blade of 
development. But greed runs fast 
in its pursuit of “profit.” Now 
these last remaining wilderness 
areas (and study areas) are about 
to be consumed, gobbled up for- 
ever. That is, if we let it happen— 
which we won’t. 

So rise up, Earth Firstlers, 
your Mother Earth is in pain and 
great peril— rally to Her defense. 
Come to the Gros Ventre on the 
3rd and 4th of July— if you are 
without means to get out here, 
call your nearest Earth First! 
Contact, or call the RRR hotline 
in Jackson at (307) 733-8054, or 
give Tony Moore a ring, or even 
see if your thumb is still attrac- 
tive enough to snag a ride from a 
passerby. If you have a little cash 
you can spare, send it to the RRR 
headquarters in Jackson. Make 
out your check to: Mike Roselle, 
Box 2617, Jackson. WY 83001. 
Mike and his crew are busti ng ass 
to get this thing together and 
make it an event to remember 
and be proud of, but most of all, 
one which will make a difference 
and set a precedent. Help out — 
send what you can. 

But, whatever you do, be sure 
to come to the RRR and also stand 
by for the news of Getty Oils’ 
possible imminent invasion of 
Little Granite Creek. Getty now 
has a permit to roadbuild and 
drill. Appeals and injunctions 
might ward them off for a spell. 
On the other hand, if all appeals 
to save the Gros Ventre fail, the 
final “approval” for Getty to drill 
the Gros Ventre will have come 
from those of us who this summer 
stay away from the Gros Ventre. 


then we should be able to draw 
some other comparisons. One 
which comes hurriedly to mind is 
the threatened “Greater Yellow- 
stone Ecosystem Complex,” 
of which the Gros Ventre Range 
is still an intact and integral part. 
Nowhere else in North America 
is there so much diversity or 
abundance of wild animals; 
moose, grizzly bear, black bear, 
wolverines, coyotes and cougars 
all exist here in the mountains of 
northwest Wyoming. Add in the 
largest populations on Earth of 
elk, bighorn sheep and antelope, 
and one is tempted notonly to call 
the Gros Ventre by its French 
translation, “Big Belly,” but to 
call the whole series of mountain 
ranges and highlands of the 
greater Yellowstone region the 
“backbone of North America.” 

We are starting to see quite 
clearly, however, that none of this 
plays much importance in the 
minds of those who seek to exploit 
and destroy this great planetary 
treasure. Corporate industrial 
entities, speaking through the 
likes of Reagan, Block, Crowell, 
Watt, Gorsuch, et al, have finally 
maneuvered themselves into a 
position to grab what little is left 
of our wild places for the 
almighty dollar. But is it that 
simple? 

It has been said that if the 
entire Gros Ventre Range and 
surrounding lower elevations 
were fully developed for oil and 
gas, the supply would satisfy this 
nation’s energy consumption for 
perhaps 17 hours, or at best, a day 
or two. For these few drops of oil 
and gas, our government and 
private enterprise (not “free” 
enterprise, mind you— Watt 
knows about that one) are risk- 
ing the destructive impact of 
extensive roadbuilding, blasting 
and drilling in a rugged terrain 
which is prone to landslides and 
harsh weather, all at great 
expense, and in total opposition to 
very strong local disapproval of 
such development. It just doesn’t 
make sense. 

Unless, we look at a bigger 
picture. Just as James Watt’s 
policies are not forumulated in a 
vacuum, neither is a Getty rig 
drilling this summer in what is 
certain to stay public land. By 
scarring it up (as is being done in 
other Wilderness Study Areas 
administered by the Depart- 
ments of Agriculture and 
Interior), it becomes an area no 
longer considered for protection. 

The day Getty starts a bull- 
dozer up Little Granite Creek to 
install the first of a probable four 
exploratory wells (they don’t stop 
at one), on a 1 in 20 chance of 
producing a field in an area for 
which data is called by the 
Minerals Mining Service “incon- 
clusive” of any energy potential, 
on that day, we the people, will 
see the Gros Ventre — as well as 


the rest of our remaining wild 
and free places— move that much 
closer to becoming the eminent 
domain of the rich, the powerful 
and the foolish, and Mother 
Earth will have come that much 
closer to ecological collapse. We 
cannot allow that day to come.pj 

Moab Politicos to 
Blade Negro Bill 
Canyon WSA 

The day was July 4, 1979. 
Grand County Commissioner, 
Ray Tibbets, and his cretin 
cohorts, climbed aboard bull- 
dozers and bladed a road into a 
lovely, meandering, roadless 
canyon near Moab, which has 
been under BLM Wilderness 
review. 

Conservationists and other 
caring people were aghast. The 

BLM threatened action against 
the commissioners, but that’s 
about as far as it went. 

A year later, on July 4th again, 
the commissioners decided to do 
it again, this time in another 
BLM-WSA in the foothills above 
Moab. Again, the same namby- 
pamby reaction from the BLM. 

Last 4th of July, Earth First! 
held a protest rally in Arches 
National Park, and the second 
Round River Rendezvous near 
Fisher Towers along the 
Colorado River to draw attention 
to the continuing travesty being 
perpetrated by Ray Tibbets and 
his contemptuous band of wilder- 
ness-wreckers. 

But here it is: Summer of ’82, 
and these same southeastern 
Utah scum, who call themselves 
“representatives of the people,” 
and who actually want a giant 
nuke waste dump to be brought 
in near Canyonlands National 
Park, are now planning this 4th 
of July yet another invasion into 
Negro Bill Canyon! 

According to local conserva- 
tionists, Ray Tibbetts thinks that 
the definition of a “road” includes 
tire tracks in the sand. “There are 
roads that intrude into that area 
from various directions, and 
roads fall under the control of the 
county,” said Ray Tibbetts in an 
interview, later adding that, 
“We’re going to serve notice on 
the BLM that the roads will be 
graded. If they don’t like it they 
can take us to court or whatever.” 

Ray “The Raider” Tibbetts 
couldn’t have picked another 
date, you notice. pd 
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EF! and other submissions: 

EF! Newsletter 
Box 26221, SLC, UT 84126 
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382 4th Ave, SLC, UT 84103 
(801) 364-3425 


For Roadshow engagements, 
EF! Merchandise (topos, t- 
shirts, etc.) issues and gener- 
al correspondence with Dave 
Foreman, Bart Koehler and 
Wildcat Annie: 

EF! NEVADA 
P.O. Box 235 
Ely, NV 89301 


For organizing local groups 
and for local EF! contact 
coordination: 

Tony Moore 
316 E. Spruce #2 
Missoula, MT 59801 
(406)728-5493 


For latest info on Getty’s 
Little Granite Creek invasion 
or Round River Rendezvous, 
and to make donations for 
both; make checks out to 
Mike Roselle and send them 
to: 

RRR 

c/o M. Roselle 
P.O. Box 2617 
Jackson, WY 83001 
(307)733-8054 

(ask for “Round River Ron”) 


To submit poetry for EF! 
Newsletter: 

Art Goodtimes 
P.O. Box 1008 
Telluride, CO 84135 


NEXT 

DEADLINE 



All material for consideration in 
the August I. LUGHNASAD 
edition of the Earth First! Newsletter 
should be received by our office in 
Salt Lake City no later than July 12. 
Include SASE for materials to be 

Strange Code on 
Your Mailing Label? 

A few months ago EF!N began 
using an easily decipherable code 
on our address labels so our readers 
can keep track of when their sub- 
scriptions run out. 

It works like this: “*11-2” means 
you are paid-up until Nov., ”82. “*1- 
4” means Jan., ’84. which, by the 
way, ought to be an interesting 
election year. 


Letters t o Earth First! 



All Letters to Earth First' a hould 
be sent to the Earth First! 
Newsletter as close to deadline as 
possible. Please make your letters 
brief. If your name is to be left off, 
please say so. All letters are subject 
to condensation and to corrections 
in grammar and spelling. 

Dear Earth First! 

Yes, as the numerous letters in 
the Brigid Edition of your news- 
letter stated, it is refeshingtofind 
others, and in particular an 
organization, committed to pre- 
serving “wild” habitats and 
willing to “lay it on the line” to do 
so. 

As a professor of biology/ecol- 
ogy. I find myself becoming pro- 
gressively more disillusioned 
with environmental rhetoric, 
particularly that which I serve 
out to my students, and the 
flaccid, non wave-creating 
modus operande of mainstream 
environmental groups, 1 as 
epitomized by the Sierra Club 
and to a lesser extent the Friends 
of the Earth. 1 have no desire to 
put down such groups because 
they really do represent the 
integrity and core of the envir- 
onmental movement and will 
undoubtedly inherit the legacy of 
its leadership responsibilities. 
However, as with many move- 
ments, there is a niche that needs 
to be filled by a devoted, uncom- 
promising, and perhaps even 
radical spearhead group. 

The role of such a group I see as 
being analogous to that of the 
club in the hands of the sensitive, 
nonviolent persuader who insists, 
in this presumably fictitious but 
often related story, that the way 
to get the stubborn mule to move 
is by rational persuasion. When 
asked, after successfully con- 
vincing the mule to move, why 
did he bash iton the head with the 
club if he is such a proponent of 
nonviolent, rational persuasion, 
he replied, “First you have to get 
its attention.” 

I see Earth First! as providing 
such a function in the environ- 
mental movement. If you re- 
examine the black movement in 
the late fifties and sixties, you 
will see that the nonviolent 
Martin Luther King and NAACP 
were eloquently saying the right 
things and truly represented the 
core of the movement. But not 
until ghetto riots and radical 
groups like the Black Panthers 
appeared did the movement 
demonstrate its resolve and 
really capture the nation’s atten- 
tion. And, as indicated by the 
“Watts This?” section of the 
Brigid Edition newsletter, you 
have gained the attention of our 
illustrious Secretary of the 
Interior. Bravo! 

I have such a foreboding of 
what kind of world will be facing 
us in the near future. I see an 
earth overrun with people, all but 
a few of whom will be poor, 
wanting and, perhaps worst of 
all, forced to lead pitiful, ignor- 
ant lives on the treadmill of 
survival. Nearly all land, save the 
most precipitous and inhospit- 
able. will be ravaged and/or 
converted into ecologically 
simple and unstable, manmade 
ecosystems. As a result of this 
massive habitat destruction, 
most of our great diversity of 
plants and animals will have 
gone extinct. Preoccupation with 
self or “family” survival will 
pervade most social interaction. 
As indicated in one of your 


letters, perhaps such an exist- 
ance is not worthwhile. I 
certainly would pass on it. 

I think in order to turn this 
around, we are going to have to 
have some major shifts in values. 
Reverence for and non-destruc- 
tive, steady-state, if you will, uses 
of our land and natural ecosys- 
tems must take precedence over 
material gratification. How do 
we convince people that they do 
not need a large house and the 
latest appliances to be happy? 
Dare I say, that it is probably 
easier to achieve happiness with- 
out these distracting “things.” 

Forgive me for waxing philo- 
sophically, I could g , on and on. 
As a teacher, one often feels he 
has license to do so. 

To wrap up this rather long- 
winded letter, I have enclosed my 
$10 membership fee. Please send 
me your newsletter. I would be 
willing to serve as a contact in my 
area, for as long as I am here. I 
anticipate moving to the eastern 
Washington/Idaho/Montana 
region next fall or winter. 

John R. Davey 
Asst. Prof., Dept, of Bio. 

Western Michigan U. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

Dear Earth First! 

Sometime back I read your 
article “Earth First!” in the 
October ’81 issue of The Pro- 
gressive and I am relieved to 
know there is actually an organ- 
ization dedicated to saving the 
environment, not pleasing poli- 
ticians. 

I have been one of the many 
people ignorant to what the 
government is doing to the 
environment. For years I have 
concentrated all my efforts on 
anti-hunting and fur trapping. 
Animals have and always will be 
my first love. However, while 
doing a research paper on en- 
vironmental policy, I began to 
realize the atrocities of our 
government toward earth, and 
I’m every worried and mad to 
think that the government has 
the power to create and destroy 
what is not even theirs. 

I totally agree with your article 
and now consider myself a 
radical environmentalist. I’m not 
afraid of Big Business or the 
government and intend on dedi- 
cating my life to the environ- 
mental movement as well as my 
war against hunting. 

I’m 17 years old and there 
aren’t many people around me 
that feel like I do so I’m glad to 
know there’s an organization that 
has the same views. 

I would really appreciate 
knowing more about Earth First! 
and even though I can’t travel for 
meetings around the country 
until I get older, I will do 
anything I can to help. 

Sally C., Indiana 

Dear EF!, 

I guess you could say I am one 
of little faith. The Book of Revel- 
ations in the Bible refers to some- 
body getting irate enough to 
“bring to ruin those ruining the 
Earth.” EF! is great because 
there are those of us who don’t 
like to leave anything to chance! 

I don’t want to tromp on any 
Christian toes, but being raised 
one myself I feel a little less 
guilty. There is room in EF! for 
everyone and I don’t think the 
Christian element should recoil 
from EF! philosophyjust because 
a bunch of us are pantheists, etc. 
Looking to heaven for help can 
tend to keep ones eyes from focus- 
ing on the Earth, although 
obviously, judging from the last 
issue, not all Christians have 
tunnel vision. 

A few years ago (before the 
birth of EF!) I was sitting on a hill 


out in the middle of nowhere 
thinking about nothing in par- 
ticular except the lack of respect 
for our “space ship.” Suddenly, I 
was hit as if with a bolt of 
lightning, thinking there ought 
to be a nation-wide movement of 
a religious nature. . .“the Earth 
Church, that’s it,” I thought. Of 
course, that’s all the further it 
went, unless, of course, Dave 
Foreman was sitting at his desk 
in Washington, DC about that 
time formulating his opinions. 
Maybe my flash crossed the con- 
tinent, who knows? 

But for all you Christians in the 
movement, remember: paganism 
doesn’t have to, in today’s world, 
mean devil worship or any such 
nonsense. What is wrong with 
simply celebrating Nature and 
our place in Her? Who knows, it 
may even be the round-about way 
of thanking God for our lovely 
planet. Christianity as it is prac- 
ticed and represented turns me 
off because it places such impor- 
tance on us cancerous humans at 
the expense of everything else. 
So. . .preach the word that we are 
not the be-all and end-all of life on 
Earth. 

T. Green, Oregon 

Dear Earth First! 

“To balance the many gonzo 
male voices,” I am sending you a 
piece of original graffiti suitable 
for reproduction on freshly 
poured concrete, across bull- 
dozer blades, over destruction 
signs, et cetera (I mean no offense, 
of course, to the many fine males 
who do not identify with this 
stereotypic macho insanity— and 
after reading my first issue of 
EARTH FIRST! I see I may have 
to revise upward my estimate of 
how many of you there are!). As 
one rapidly becoming a veteran 
of many conversations with en- 
trenched proponents of the 
invasive-destructive paradigm, I 
have been amazed at the effec- 
tiveness of a few well-chosen 
words pointing out the fact that 
all these actions are killing living 
things, and that no, women don’t 
find this display of “prowess” all 
that impressive. For those who 
are not (yet) ready to do the actual 
monkeywrenching, it can be 
almost as satisfying to make 
quite sure that the misguided 
machineheads understand the 
motivation of those who are, and 
perhaps a few encounters with 
strong feminine disapproval will 
take a bit of the turgidity out of 
the Earth-raping impulse. 

R.H., Florida 

Dear Earth First!, 

. . .The Feds inspected my last 
newsletter. There was a large 
“Opened for Inspection” stamped 
on the front and back. We receive 
an incredible amount of mail at 
my house and it seems odd that 
the Feds just happened to single 
out the Earth First! Newsletter. 

— P.T., Oregon 

EDITOR’S NOTE-When we 
take the mailing in to the bulk 
mailing center at the post office, 
the clerk usually wants to look 
quickly through it to see if there’s 
anything that could be construed 
as blatantly pornographic— This 
time it was your newsletter 
which was scrutinized. 

Dear Earth First! 

Please send your newsletter. . . 
i wait with baited breath. . .has 
the eco-revolution begun? 
Enclosed is postage to help out. 

Much Wilderness, 
D.H., California 

Dear Earth First! 

WYIZZERZOMENNIMOR 

ORZIZAZIZZANZERIZORZIZ? 

Sincerely, 
The Grouch 



CAT TRACKS 


By Chim Blea 

(Ed. Note: Chim Blea is the name 
given by the Indians of Baja 
California to the mountain lion on 
whose kills they fed. They found 
such carrion by following the cir- 
cling buzzards. 

Neither the News- 
letter nor EARTH FIRST! 
necessarily endorses the point of 
view presented here.) 

The Question 
of Babies 


For many years of my life, I 
never felt the slightest desire for 
parenthood. Don’t get me 
wrong — I don’t hate children (like 
I do dogs). In fact, I find a certain 
distant pleasure in my nephews 
and nieces. But nephews and 
nieces are like television. You can 
dally with them for a little while 
until you grow bored (a few 
minutes in my case) and then 
switch them off. You aren’t stuck 
with the little rug rats for long. 

With this attitude, then, I was 
surprised by a feeling I found 
prowling inside my skull box 
some five or six years ago. It was 
night and I was alone. The empty 
western freeway stretched out 
with no beginning or end. There 
was no moon. No topography. I 
was surrounded by blackness. I 
usually enjoy such solitudinous 
midnight journeys. You never 
know what ghosts may join you. 
In this case the ghost was a little 
girl. My little girl. She would 
have been eight at that time if she 
had indeed become. But she 
hadn’t. I’d never regretted the 
abortion during my carefree 
college days that prevented her 
being. And I don’t regret it today. 
But I regretted it that night. 
Somewhere in the DNA coiled 
deep within my cells, a scrap of 
gene— called parenthood— which 
I had until that time, believed I 
did not possess, edged itself into 
my consciousness and brought 
me the apparition of a little girl. 
And I was filled with sorrow. I 
haven’t had contact with my 
partner in that unfortunate 
adventure for over thirteen years 
and I am sterile now, thanks to 
the surgeon’s knife. Today, I don’t 
regret that abortion or my steril- 
ization several years later. I did 
not want children then. I do not 
now. But that night, that empty 
night on the desert six years ago, 
when the ghost of that little girl, 
my little girl, sat with me in my 
car and looked with her big 
brown eyes into mine, I knew for 
the first time why people want 
children. Misanthrope though I 
may be, I will never forget it. 

I tell you about this precious 
ghost not to assuage any guilt for 
my part in that ancient abortion 
but because she may have served 
to dampen my strong feelings 
about too many human beings on 
this fair planet. Beautiful, 
enchanting, and haunting though 
that darling specter may have 
been, my views on overpopula- 
tion remain. There are too many 
of us. 

I will not gointo the statistics of 
the population bomb. I will not 
review the Ehrlich-Commoner 
debate on population vs. pollu- 
tion. There are too many of us. 
And no one can dispute the fact 
that if we were fewer we would 
have less impact on Earth and 
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Giant Redwoods Threatened 


Time is running out for the 
giant sequoias of McKinley 
Grove. The U.S. Forest Service 
is planning to log within this 
riryin stand located in the 
Sierra National Forest east of 
Fresno, California. Sierra As- 
sociation For Environment 
(SAFE), an EF! affiliate, has 
appealed this decision at all 
levels— from the Forest Super- 
visor to the Chief of the Forest 
Service. The appeals have been 
denied. The timber beasts are 
preparing to sell the timber. 

It is the intent of the Forest 
Service to bring this virgin 
grove of sequoias under “man- 
agement.” In their Environ- 
mental Assessment, the Forest 
Service considered only three 
“management” alternatives for 
the grove. 

1. Their “no action” alter- 
native is perhaps the most 
acceptable of the three offered 
but it fails to deal with the 
problem of 100 years of accum- 
ulated fuels build-up brought 
on by the exclusion of fire. An 
uncoltrolled blaze burning up 


from the Dinkey Creek Canyon 
below could very well destroy 
the grove. 

2. The prescribed burning 
alternative as presented by the 
Forest Service makes no men- 
tion of preparing the grove for 
such a burn. It appears that 
under this alternative they 
would simply build a fire line 
around the grove and light a 
match. 

3. The alternative chosen by 
the Forest Service and devel- 
oped in the EA utilized cable 
logging systems and tracked 
FMC Skidders to remove “high 
risk” white woods from the 
grove. SAFE has shown, in 
their appeals, that the Forest 
Service intends to log all sal- 
able non-redwoods from the 
grove. The Forest Service con- 
tends that logging 400-year-old 
sugar pine and white fir is the 
only way to “save” McKinley 
Grove from sure destruction. 
And they say that the timber 
sale will pay for the “manage- 
ment” of the grove. 

SAFE maintains that not all 
reasonable alternatives were 


From Page 2 

other life forms. If you can step 
beyond the beautiful eyes of my 
little ghost, think for a moment 
about what every additional 
human child really means (and 
remember that the impact of 
each of our middle-class babies is 
equivalent to that of forty in the 
Third World): More old-growth 
timber clearcut, increased graz- 
ing pressures on marginal grass- 
land, another irrigation project 
drowning a desert river to farm 
another virgin valley, another oil 
pad and rig in a remote wildland 
with a dusty access road, another 
sterile jungle clearing to play the 
ghastly “green revolution” game, 
more poison in our seas choking 
our finny fellow citizens, more 
minerals ripped out of their 
natural place in the Earth and 
turned into tawdry goods. . . 

But if these images do not touch 
you as they touch me, think also 
that every baby is one to starve 
with a bloated belly in the Sahel, 
to bleed as a stray .223 caliber 
slug tumbles through her tiny 
body in Guatemala, to live in 
horror on the streets of Bombay, 
to escape the plastic loveless 
world of LA with drugs when 
she’s fifteen and lonely, to wither 
with radiation. Not only do our 
babies cause the Earth to suffer 
but they will suffer themselves. 
Because of hunger, oppression, 
disease, and war. Because human 
society, psychology, and poli- 
tics are in chaos. Because human 
population will soon be drastic- 
al ly leveled . Because there are too 
many of us. 

Think before you have that 
baby. One more to cause suffer- 
ing. One more to suffer. Have 
your tubal ligation, your vasec- 
tomy. Now. Before you are 
haunted by the little girl you 
didn’t have. Or had. 

Earth Firstfer 
Found in Kenya 

Lake Victora, Kenya (EF!N)— 
A primate, given the name 
“John,” was kidnapped early in 
March from his home in the 
Lambwe Valley of Kenya. 
“John,” who eats raw meat and 
avoids vegetables, and who does 
not speak in any known tongue, is 
a prisoner of the authorities 
pending identification of John’s 
species. 

John used to be active in envir- 
onmental causes, but after 
working in so many DC offices, 
left for Africa in the early ’70s. 


ANOTHER 

DAM! 

Don’t Damn Dinkey! has been 
the rallying cry for Sierra 
Association For Environment 
(SAFE) in its four year battle to 
save a river from destruction. 
Dinkey Creek, located in the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains east of 
Fresno, California, is the west 
fork of the North Fork of Kings 
River. Dinkey Creek was named 
by an early settler for his small 
dog that was mauled by a bear 
near the river. 

Dinkey Creek is a beautiful 
mountain river that has its 
beginning in high country lakes. 
It flows through a deep and 
narrow granite gorge until it 
opens up into a pleasant valley. 
Historic and beautiful Dinkey 
Meadow is a part of this valley. In 
this valley. Dinkey Creek is 
accessible to visitors of all kinds, 
including humans and the 
migrating North Kings Deer 
Herd. Dinkey Creek is locally 
famous for its large and deep 
potholes that are popular for 
swimming. Every Dinkey Creek 
visitor has his or her own favorite 
pothole. 

Historical accounts reveal that 
Dinkey Creek has been a popular 
“family” camping area since the 
1870’s. People camped then and 
continue to camp now at Dinkey 
Creek for the pleasures of simple 
solitude, the soothing peace- 
fulness of the river, and the 
inspiring beauty of the area. 
McKinley Grove of giant 
redwoods is just six miles away 
(see the article. Giant Redwoods 
Threatened) and generations of 
Dinkey Creek campers have 
made the short trip there by 
horseback in the old days and 
later by auto. This writer knows 
one fellow who made this first 
trip from Dinkey Creek to Me 
Kinley Grove by foot as late as 
1971! 

Before 1870, Indians known as 
the Monache lived in the area. 
Historical accounts from the 
1880’s tell of Indians using the 
Dinkey Creek area in the snow 
free months only. Before that, 
who knows? Evidence of their 
presence is everywhere in the 
Dinkey Creek vicinity. Excava- 
tions conducted last year yielded 
dates of occupation going back at 
lest 5.000 years. 

Dinkey Creek continues on 
from the valley into a steeper 
canyon. It flows past more and 


considered by the Forest 
Service. The alternatives 
favored by SAFE would utilize 
volunteers to hand-thin and 
pile the thickets of young trees 
and accumulated debris. The 
Forest Service would then be 
able to burn piles and even- 
tually broadcast-burn the 
whole grove. Unfortunately, 
the Forest Service would not 
consider SAFE’S recommenda- 
tions. 

It is the thickets of young 
white fir along with some 100 
years of accumulated forest 
debris that pose a threat to the 
destruction of McKinley Grove 
by fire — not the 400-year-old 
stately white fir and sugar 
pine. These trees bear the fire 
scars of an earlier era when fire 
naturally ran its course 
through the grove on a regular 
and frequent basis. They are a 
part of the grove. 

Although it is denied, the 
Forest Service plan to log the 
grove will harm the redwood 
trees. Logging will upset the 
delicate system of small 
springs and creeks that make it 
possible for the redwoods to 
exist. The soil will suffer com- 
paction and erosion. The roots 
of the sequoias will be damaged 
and some will be exposed. 

The redwoods will serve as 
“rub trees” for the cable 
system. There is no avoiding 
the damage and scars from this 
sort of treatment. The animals, 
including at least one bear, 
some squirrels, deer, mos- 
quitoes, bees, a fisher, a spotted 
owl, and others, will be tor- 


EARTH FIRST! 

Joins 

SA.F.E. 

Rally 

The combined rallies to 
protest the logging of the Me 
Kinley Grove of giant 
sequoias and the damning of 
Dinkey Creek will take place 
August 28th, 1982 at the 


mented, roasted or at least 
temporarily displaced. 

Most frightening of all will 
be the future of the grove. The 
immediate future is a grove of 
giant sequoias that is no longer 
virgin. The distant future is a 
grove where all the big trees 
are dead thanks to the damage 
of logging. This scenario may 
be 50. 100, or more years down 
the road. 100 years is a very 
short time in the life of a 2,000 
to 3,000-year-old redwood. 
Furthermore, the Forest 
Service intends to relog the 
grove every 10 to 20 years. 

McKinley Grove is unique. 
The grove is one of only seven 
isolated giant sequoia groves 
between Kings River and 
Placerville. There are only two 
groves of giant sequoias in the 
Sierra National Forest and 
McKinley Grove is the only one 
that has never been logged. The 
giant sequoia groves nearest to 
McKinley Grove are 16 air 
miles to the south and 38 air 
miles to the north. McKinley 
Grove is a genetically isolated 
population of redwoods and 
probably has been for thou- 
sands of years. Giant sequoias 
have requirements for natural 
reproduction and longevity 
that are so specific that the 
trees occupy only 65 acres in 
hundreds of thousands of acres 
of forest. 

SAFE continues to oppose 
the Forest Circus plans to rape 
McKinley Grove. SAFE, in 
appealing the Forest Service 
decision, has provided the 
Forest Service with detailed 


grove and at Dinkey Creek 
six miles away. For those who 
are interested, the protest 
activity will continue on 
Sunday with a pilgrimage to 
Hetch Hetchy. Details of all 
activities will be announced 
at the Round River Rende- 
vous on July 3rd and 4th and 
in the August 1st edition of 
the EF! Newsletter. 

Dinkey Creek and Me 
Kinley Grove, within the 
Sierra National Forest, are 
located in the midst of a great 
mountain playground. To the 
north is Yosemite National 
Park. To the south are Kings 
Canyon and Sequoia Nation- 


more potholes, trees, meadows, 
small tributary streams, and 
wild habitat. The river is wild 
and practically inaccessible and 
the fishing is tremendous as 
Dinkey Creek flows through the 
deep and steep canyon known as 
Dinkey Hole on its way to the 
North Fork of the Kings River. 

Now for the bad news. Money- 
greedy water hustlers plan to 
destroy Dinkey Creek by 
building the “Dinky Creek 
Project.” This project entails the 
construction of a damn right at 
the location of one of the best 
swimming holes on Dinkey 
Creek, the damned diversion of 
several good sized creeks, the 
construction of 16 miles of tunnel, 
the flooking of the whole of 
Dinkey Valley, the construction 
of two sixty-megawatt power- 
houses. the construction of at 
least ten miles of access road with 
a 100 foot right-of-way, the 
erection of at least two and a half 
miles of new transmission lines, 
the construction of a housing 
project, the creation of an 
undetermined number of 
concrete batch plants, the 
construction of warehouses, 
office garages, and other 
industrial appurtenances, the 
destruction of three youth camps 
and a public owned family camp, 
and the creation of a half million 
cubic yards of spoilage. 

The Kings River Conservation 
District, a group of water 
associations owning water rights, 


is controlled by a couple of huge 
corporate farms. The water 
associations are seeking the 
revenue from the Dinkey Project 
for the purpose of purchasing 
more water from out of the area. 
They are particularly eyeing 
north California coast rivers for 
their water moving plans. The 
motto is greed, “more money to 
make more money.” The plan is 
water intensive crops — 
California fruit gold. The game is 
California water politics. 

The money greedy water 
hustlers have sought the sale of 
$700 million in municipal bonds 
for this project they have 
officially estimated at costing 
more than $640 million. And for 
all the destruction and expense, 
the proposed project would 
produce only a miniscule amount 
of power and store an even more 
miniscule amount of water. The 
proposed Dinkey Reservoir 
would hold less than one/tenth 
the capacity of an already 
existing reservoir downstream 
on the Kings River. 

SAFE has thus far been 
successful in stopping this 
project. Unfortunately, the 
Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission issued the water 
hustlers a license in March. 
SAFE immediately petitioned 
for a rehearing. In the meantime, 
SAFE continues the fight on the 
state and local level. 

SAFE plans an EF! rally to 
protest the planned destruction 


explanations of exactly what is 
entailed in the sort of logging 
planned for McKinley Grove 
and how that would impact the 
grove. This is something that 
was not done in the Forest 
Service EA although it should 
have been. The official Forest 
Circus response to SAFE has 
been to question the profes- 
sional qualifications of SAFE’S 
consulting foresters and not 
answer the serious questions 
that SAFE has raised. If only 
the Forest Circus knew that 
SAFE’S consulting foresters 
are from among them! But that 
does McKinley Grove no good. 
The beasts still intend to 
destroy the grove. 

We cannot allow the “If- 
you’ ve-seen-one-red wood- 
you’ve-seen-them-all” admin- 
istration to destroy this unique 
gift of Mother Earth. Join 
SAFE and EF! in protesting 
this outrage. A rally to protest 
the planned logging of 
McKinley Grove will coincide 
with the rally to protest the 
destruction of Dinkey Creek. 
This rally is scheduled for 
August 28th at McKinley 
Grove. The August 1st EF! 
Newsletter will provide details. 
For further information about 
SAFE and McKinley Grove 
write to SAFE, 3771 Circle Dr. 
West. Fresno. CA 93704. 

Forest’s friend, 
A Dryad Nymph 

P.S. For every tree cut doum in 
McKinley Grove, a Dryad 
Nymph will die. Every death 
will be avenged by Ceres. 


al Parks. Just to the east and 
north is the “gentle 
wilderness”— the John Muir 
Wilderness of the central 
Sierra Nevada. Dinkey 
Creek is a wonderful place to 
spend a few days swimming, 
fishing, hiking, and just 
laying around. If you have 
specific questions about 
things to do in the area, write 
to Oread Nymph, c/o SAFE, 
3771 Circle Drive West, 
Fresno, California 93704. See 
you there! 


Mountain friend. 
Oread Nymph 


of Dinkey Creek. This will 
coincide with the EF! rally to 
protest the logging of the Me 
Kinley Grove of giant redwoods 
(see article, Giant Redwoods 
Threatened). The rally is 
scheduled for August 28 at 
Dinkey Creek. The August 1st 
EF! Newsletter will provide 
details. For further information 
about SAFE and Dinkey Creek 
write to SAFE, 3771 Circle Drive 
West, Fresno, California 93704 or 
call (209) 229-0272. 

Dinkey’s friend. 

Naiad Nymph 


SLEEP CHEAP! 

Earth First! is starting a 
network of folks who would be 
willing to share their homes with 
other EF!ers who are traveling 
and need overnight accommoda- 
tions. This will be a good way for 
us to get acquainted with each 
other, share ideas, and discuss 
issues, as well as minimizing 
travel expenses. 

If you would like to get in- 
volved, and have a spare room, or 
just some extra floor space, 
please contact me as soon as 
possible. A list of participants 
will be published in the next 
issue, and will be expanded/up- 
dated regularly. Call Eileen Kay 
at (503) 236-7308 or drop a note to 
me at 4815 N.E. Flanders, 
Portland, OR 97213. 
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EF! Grassroots News 



Bureau of 

Leasing Management 


By Amanda y Percy de los 
Volcanes, New Mexico 


Every issue in the EF! News- 
letter, we print all the news we 
( get on what our local EF! groups 
are doing. The idea is to let each 
group have a voice alongside 
other voices in the EF! move- 
ment. No longer do Earth First!- 
minded people have to feel they 
are lone-wolves crying into the 
mechanized wasteland. Do what 
you do well, but write to the EF! 
Newsletter and tell us, too! 

Contacts 

We don’t give out the mailing 
list, but if you’re in a hurry, send 
us the message you want to get 
out (and a little $ if you can) and 
we’ll do a mailing to EF! News- 
letter subscribers in your area (or 
any other region you wish to 
contact). 

This way we leave the decision 
to get involved completely up to 
the individual, and respect pos- 
sible desires for anonymity. Or 
send a note before deadline and 


1. Encourage folks in your 
area to attend the 1982 
EARTH FIRST! 4th of July 
Round River Rendezvous and 
Sagebrush Patriot Rally in the 
Gros Ventre Mountains of 
Wyoming. Organize a carpool 
to the Gros Ventre. There will 
be the opportunity to discuss 
issues with EF!ers around the 
country and a discussion on 
EF! local groups and action. 

2. Show the movie “Crack- 
ing the Glen Canyon Damn” at 
a local EARTH FIRST! meet- 
ing or to a meeting of your 
Sierra Club, etc. 

3. Arrange for Johnny 
Sagebrush and Dave Foreman 
to come to your area as part of 
the EARTH FIRST! Road 
Show. Coordinate with other 
EF! contacts or groups in your 
region of the U.S. for several 
appearances with Johnny and 
Dave during the same time 
period. 

4. Organize an EF! demon- 
stration against Jim Watt, 
George Bush, Ronald Reagan, 
Anne Gorsuch, or other vil- 
lains if they come to your area. 



we’ll print it. 

Ask Tony Moore's advice (see 
Contact List) for details on how to 
“surface” as a contact and how to 
get organized. Read each install- 
ment of Tony’s Guide to EF! 
Organizing. If you’re traveling, 
call or write appropriate contacts 
for possible meetings, get- 
togethers, actions, carpooling, 
etc. 

When your group acts out, let 
us know! Send a copy of your 
action to Tony Moore and a copy 
to the EF! Newsletter! 


5. Organize an EF! demon- 
stration against John Crowell 
as part of our “Howl Against 
Crowell” project if he comes to 
your area (see May 1 newslet- 
ter). We may soon be able to 
send out Crowell’s travel 
schedule to local EF! contacts. 

6. If you want to set up a 
local EF! meeting, etc., contact 
Pete Dustrud about sending an 
invitation out to all EF!ers 
locally. Print up your flier and 
send it to Pete for mailing. 

7. Develop EF! proposals for 
RARE II bills or the BLM Wil- 
derness Review in your state. 
Propose larger wilderness 
areas than moderate conser- 
vationists (Sierra Club, etc.) 
propose. Organize field trips to 
your proposals. Recommend 
that roads be closed and other 
development be phased out. 
Organize support for your 
larger areas. Testify at hear- 
ings. Contact Dave Foreman 
or Bart Koehler for help. 

8. Get involved in local or 
state environmental issues. 
Take a hard-line, noncompro- 
mise approach. Present the 
radical position. 


9. Sell EF! t-shirts, bumper- 
stickers, monkey wrench 
jewelry, buttons, Lil’ Green 
Songbooks, calendars. Ar- 
range for local bookstores, 
outdoor shops, etc. to sell EF! 
stuff. Call or write our Ely, NV 
office (PQB 235, Ely, NV 
89301). 

10. Set up a meeting of EF! 
contacts and activists in your 
region to plan strategy and dis- 
cuss issues (such as for the 
Northeast, South, or North- 
west). 

11. Distribute the EF! News- 
letter at state-wide wilderness 
workshops, local Sierra Club 
or Audubon meetings, or 
through friendly, outdoor 
stores, etc. 

12. Mobilize support and 
local participation for other 
national EARTH FIRST! 
actions and issues. Details will 
be sent to you. 

13. Organize local action on 
a coordinated EF! issue the 
same day across the country. 

14. Organize a national EF! 
action on a local issue (such as 
the Gros Ventre, GO Road, 3 
Sisters kitty litter mining. Can- 
yonlands nuclear dump). 

15. Report on your local 
issues and EF! activities for the 
EF! Newsletter. 

16. Testify for EARTH 
FIRST! at wilderness or en- 
vironmental hearings in your 
area or state. Be sure to take a 
stronger, no compromise 
stance than do other groups. 

17. Get Silent Agitators 
from EF! and put them up in 
appropriate places. 

18. Get a sample EF! letter- 
head from Pete Dustrud and 
make copies for use by your 
local group. 

19. Take on the national 
coordination of an issue or 
organizing project for EF! 
(merchandise, ORV’s, popu- 
lation.etc.) 

20. Develop boundaries and 
justification for any proposed 
EF! Wilderness Preserves in 
your area. Adopt any of our 
proposed preserves in your 
region of the country (Contact 
Dave Foreman for draft maps, 
etc.). 

21. Write articles, press re- 
leases, letters to the editor on 
the EARTH FIRST! position on 
local and national issues. 

22. Use your imagination! 


Little Billy Harkenrider, BLM 
Resources Area Manager, stood 
up in front of a few mild- 
mannered conservationists, or so 
he thought, the other night and 
more-or-less said, “Gee, shucks 
folks— I think we made a little 
boo boo here, we’re really sorry, 
we know you’ll say it’s OK.” 

What little Billy Harkenrider 
didn’t know was that in that 
group of mild-mannered conser- 
vationists were several Earth 
First!ers. What Bill Harkenrider 
let happen was a god-damn 
criminal act. Bill Harkenrider 
approved an application that 
gave Exxon the go-ahead to cut a 
friggin’ road in the West Portrillo 
Study Area under the guise of 
“seismic testing.” 

The West Portrillo Mountains in 
south-central New Mexico, are 
delicate and fragile. These moun- 
tains are actually volcanic cones. 
Wonderful creations, full of 
nooks and crannies and hidden 
treasures. The area proposed for 
wilderness is not a lava flow but 
rather magnificent, undulating 
craters and the adjacent desert 
basin which provided a home 
for the very old (maybe a hundred 
years or more) creosote bushes 
along with the usual desert 
grasses and mesquite. 

When Exxon did its seismic 
testing, no one from BLM 
checked to see what was being 
done to the land. Exxon drove 
into the area with their huge 
vibroseis machines and all the 
“necessary” support vehicles. 
These monsters wreaked havoc 
on the wonderful, pristine land! 
Everywhere they went they 
caused destruction, devastation. 
The old creosote bushes were no 
more. The mesquite and grass 
ceased to exist. The top layer of 
sand was churned away. All one 
could see in the wake of these 
monsters were two tracks of 
white, white clay. In some cases, 
the tracks went all the way down 
to the lava itself. Very little was 


left between the tracks. Vegeta- 
tion that had taken maybe 
twenty, fifty or a hundred years 
to grow had been wiped out in less 
than a month. 

The monsters not only cut the 
approved straight lines (2, 3, 4, 
miles long) but they got creative. 
One hillside has a long, skinny 
rectangle. There are loops all 
around one end. It is a master- 
piece of wanton destruction of a 
fragile sculpture. The damage 
done, BLM took a look and said, 
“We made a mistake. . .” 

When some Earth First!ers 
took a look from a generously 
provided “environmental air- 
craft,” the initial shock left them 
speechless. Then came comments 
of “Shit,” “God-damn,” “Son-of-a- 
bitch,” “Jesus-fucking-Christ, I 
can’t believe it!” This was fol- 
lowed by a roar of “Who the hell 
let this happen?!” and, “Let’s get 
him, sue him, get him fired, hang 
him, god-damn son-of-a-bitch!” 

It was total incompetency for 
Harkenrider to approve such an 
exploration application (Notice 
of Intent), but to not ever check 
the work being done by the 
seismic crew until after the fact is 
gross mismanagement. It was a 
case of handling the wilderness 
study area over to Exxon to 
manage. Which they did. They 
managed to scar, destroy and 
devastate. 

Maybe Harkenrider should 
find a job with Exxon. He 
certainly did a good job for them 
this time. Maybe we should help 
him on his way. We don’t want in- 
competents managing our lands, 
our precious, few and wonderful 
wild lands. We should tell BLM to 
get its act together. Say to them, 
“Do it right or we’ll nail your hide 
to the wall! These are our lands 
you’re plundering and we don’t 
like it! Fire all the bungling fools! 
Stop playing industry’s game! 
Reclaim all the lands you’ve 
already wasted! Do your job, pro- 
tect our lands!” 


oo THINGS TO DO 

&& AS AN EARTH FIRSTJER 


THE EVER- EXPAND I N G EARTH FIRST; CONTACT LIST 


★ Coordinating Contact: 

Tony Moore, 316 E. Spruce #2, 

Missoula, MT 59801 

(406) 728-5493 

AK — Albino Waerwulf, S.R. 
20036, Fairbanks, AK 99701 


AR - Bill Coleman, 924 N. Taylor, 
Little Rock, AR 72203 
(501) 664-7127 

CA - Philip Friedman, 2300 
Ortega St., San Francisco, CA 

94122 

CA — Rolla E. Lewis, POB 30, 

Brentwood, CA 94513 

CA - Michael Bordenane, Sierra 
Assoc, for Environment, 3771 
Circle Dr., W. Fresno, CA 93704 
(209) 229-0272 

CA - Jean C. Gordon, 1214 B Mill 
St., San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

CA - Tim Jeffries, 22 Claus Cir., 
Fairfax, CA 
(415) 456-7433 


CA - Bob and/or Jean Curry 
302 Otis St., Santa Cruz, CA 
95060 

CA - Bill Devall. PO Box 21, 
Areata, CA 95521 
(707) 822-8136 


CA - Bart Boyer, 6874 50th St., 
San Diego. CA 92120 

CO — Richard Ling, 1020 13th 
#K, Boulder, CO 80302 


CO - Art Goodtimes, POB 1008, 
Telluride, CO 84435 

CO - Steve Rauworth, 8593 Hwy. 
172, Ignacio, CO 81137 

(303) 884-9864 

CT - R. Neil Harvey, 235 So. Park 
St., Willmantic, CT 06226 
(203) 423-2926 

FL - Dave Burkart, 3117B N.W. 
6th St., Gainesville, FL 32601 
GA — Julia I. Heinz, 5531 
Arundel Dr., Atlanta, GA 30327 

IL - Don Johnson/ Prairie Grove 
Group, EF! 

Woodside Farm, 1841 S. River 
Rd.. Des Plaines. IL 60018 
(312) 296-7960 
OR: 

Tim Byers: 

(312) 463-8045 __ 

KS - Daniel Dancer. Sleeping 
Beauty Ranch, Oskaloosa, KS 
66066 

KS - Neil Schanker, 1221 Thurs- 
ton, Manhattan, KS 66502 
(913) 532-5866 


ME - Gary Lawless, POB 186, 

Brunswick, ME 04011 

(207) 729-5083 

ME - Charles Ewing, RD. 1, 
Harrington, ME 04643 

MD - Leonard J. Kerpelman, 
2403 W. Rogers, Balto., MD 
21209 

(301) 367-8855 

MI — John R. Davey, 1106 Knoll- 
wood, Kalamazoo, MI 49007 
(616) 375-8276 

MT - Tony Moore, 316 E. Spruce 
#2, Missoula, MT 5 9801 
(406) 728-5493 


NB - Jack Ellis, 3920 Dewey, 
Omaha, NB 68105 

NV - Jomayne R. Stevens, 65 
Vine St., Reno, NV 89503 

NJ - Bob Ludd, 246 Fawn Ridge, 
Mountainside, NJ 07092 
(201) 233-7656 (N) 624-7446 (D) 

NM - Neil Cobb, 421% Harvard 
SE, Albuquerque. NM 87106 

NM - Tom Callanan, 815 Dunlap 
St., Sante Fe. NM 87106 
(505) 988-1382 

NY - Milton Bieber, Stevens Rd., 
RD 1. Tully, NY 13159 
(315) 696-8072 


NY - Joe Onion, 189 Union St., 
Rochester, NY 14605 
(716) 325-6161 

NY - Ralph Meima, 251 Liberty 
St., Troy, NY 12180 
(518) 272-2496 


NC - Hank Fonda, RT. 1, Box 
640B, Andrews, NC 28901 

OH - Rik Thuesen, Antioch, Yel- 
low Springs, OH 45387 OR: 

8483 Whitewood, Brecksville, 
OH 44141 

OR — Lynn Cochrane, 744 N.W. 
27th, Corvallis, OR 97330 

(503) 753-6486 

OR - Greg Morris, 2570 Jackson 
St., Eugene, OR 97405 

OR - Laurel Rubin, 1705 Alder 
St., LaGrande, OR 97850 

(503) 963-0386 

OR - Lori Aschenbrenner, 309 E. 
Logan, Enterprise, OR 97828 

(503) 426-4913 

OR - Eileen Key, 4815 N.E. 
Flanders, Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 236-7308 

OR - (Back up for Eileen Key) 
Melinda Lee, 9945 SW Trotter 
PI.. Beaverton, OR 97005 
(503) 646-0132 


TX - Rio, Grande Guides’ Assoc. 
Box 57, Terlingua, TX 70852 


UT - Pete Dustrud, c/o EF! 
Newsletter, POB26221, SLC, UT 
84126 

(801) 364-3425 


UT - Jim Stiles, POB 221, Moab, 

UT 84532 

UT - George Nickas, 422 N. 400 

E., Logan, UT 84321 

UT - Ken Wintch, 1101 Elm A've., 

Provo, UT 84601 

(801) 377-2367 

VA - Paul Bratton, Judy Price, 
POB 111A, Deerfield, VA 24432 

WA - Randy Weeks, 1221 Bing 
St., Olympia, WA 98502 

WA - Dan R. Brauner, E. 304 
Indiana, Spokane, WA 99207 
WV — J.R. Spruce, Box 222-A, 
R.R. l.Ridgeley, 1 WV 26753 
(304) 738-2212 

WI - Don Ticknor, Rt. 3, Box 

134A, Osseo. WI 54758 

(715) 538-4336 

WY - Howie Wolke, POB 2348, 
Jackson, WY 83001 
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Who, Me? A Radical? 


By Joyce Newman 

It seemed to me that my ideas 
were reasonable, logical, fac- 
tually based, and rationally 
conceived. Therefore, it follows 
that I was conservative— perhaps 
even a bit old-fashioned. Judge 
for yourself. 

Camping up under Red Knob 
Pass, I was enjoying a lyrically 
lovely sunset. The enchanting 
sound of water rushing over live 
and moving rock was suddenly 
disturbed by thunder. NO! Not a 
cloud in the sky. Blasting! Pros- 
pecting! Dead-center in a Primi- 
tive Area! To me, this is wrong, 
morally. Someone is in the act of 
trying very hard to destroy the 
earth, the beauty of the wild 
places where man has not yet left 
his mark, and for what? Profit. 
Not need. To turn night into day, 
to create more stress, to make it 
harder to live a happy, peaceful, 
fulfilling life. I was angry. 

Then there was the proud 
father with his son camping in a 
National Forest. A place where it 
was my joy to listen to the mourn- 
ing doves. There were two of 
them, a couple, and I had 
watched them build their nest, 
and lay their eggs. The boy had^. 
gun and the father was teaching 
him to shoot. After all, isn’t that 
part of being a strong, confident 
man? And that night, the doves 
sang no more and the nest cooled 
to death in the sunset. How can it 
be right to kill for pleasure? How 
can a rational human being teach 
killing to a child rather than the 
preservation of all the creatures 
of the forest? Is it because man- 
kind by and large believes it is 
right to kill young men by the 
millions? What for? Profit. 
Power. To make one group of men 
able to make all the decisions that 
rule the lives of others. So 
“they’re just pesky birds.” Until 
the forest is still and without 
footfall, song, or the rustle of 
wings. 

To me, it’s wrong for men to 
take the earth and separate its 
parts and distill chemicals so 
deadly that a single drop could 
kill everyone in a city. It’s wrong 
to build plants to produce 
unnecessary electrical power— 
with a by-product of poisonous 
wastes that the owners then 
proceed to try to dump in some- 
body else’s backyard. After all, 
they don’t want that stuff around 
where it could poison people 
Which people? Them, or me? So 
what if air pollution, chemical 
and nuclear waste shortens the 
span of human lives by five, ten, 
twenty years— and kills some 
people outright. Don’t even think 
about other live creatures — only 


man counts. And what for? To 
perpetuate a way of life that 
leaves more than half the popu- 
lation so mucked up emotionally 
that they’d rather not live. 

We need power to keep the 
light of civilization and the great 
cultural achievements of man- 
kind going? Wrong again. The 
architectural, musical, and artis- 
tic wonders which thrill us were, 
for the most part, created long 
before the development of elec- 
trical and chemical energy. It is a 
notable fact that more destruc- 
tion of works of great artistic 
beauty has resulted from twen- 
tieth century wars than from the 
gradual wear and tear of 
centuries of use. 

Mind— I’m not against tech- 
nology. What riles the very 
bottom of my being is that one 
giant, or rather, several who think 
the same way, have bamboozled 
most of the people on earth into 
believing that they need to have a 
totally mechanized environment 
in order to live— and that in order 
to get that canned and plastic 
heaven-on-earth, it is necessary 
to exterminate all other 
creatures, tear up the mountains, 
dam the rivers, and alter the 
earth until there is no place 
where anyone can be alone. 

Oh, yes. I forgot. The fact tnat 1 
like to be by myself is “highly 
suspicious.” A loner!? Certainly 
about to go berserk and shoot 
someone. 

In the end, it’s pretty simple: All 
this socialization, “citification,” 
and such leaves me a nervous 
wreck. What I need in order to 
live is a place to go where no 
human has left a trace, where the 
feeling of being part of the earth, 
sprung from earth, and in total 
harmony with earth surges 
within me. I’m willing to share— 
I’ll be there today; you can be 
there tomorrow; and maybe 
sometime we’ll meet and share a 
meal, a song, and a sunset. 

But I don’t want anyone 
blasting the hills away from 
under me, or deciding I ought to 
be willing to trade a few years of 
my life, or my health, for power 
and profit. And I don’t intend to 
just sit here and let them do it — 
that’s tne only way they can, you 
know, if we let them. 

So I have this problem— I like 
to talk, and I told some people my 
ideas. That’s when I found out: 
“Gee! You’re a radical — and not 
just a radical— you’re an 
activist.” Hmmm. OK. How- 
about it? Maybe I can get to be a 
“soft-core terrorist”? 


Edith First! Trip Program 


Our fundraising trip into the 
Maze of Canyonlands National 
Park last month proved such a 
success (thanks to Spurs’ intrepid 
guiding and Louisa’s inspired 
cooking— not to mention all the 
great folks on the trip), that we 
are going full-bore ahead with 
other fundraising trips to sup- 
port the issues work of EARTH 
FIRST!. All of our trips will be 
limited to ten people or less, will 
practice low-impact camping, 
and will go to little-used but 
threatened wild lands proposed 
in our Wilderness Preserve Sys- 
tem. Prices for these trips are 
lower than for comparable com- 
mercial or Sierra Club outings 
and feature great food, knowl- 
edgeable guides, and the com- 
fort that all proceeds go to fund 
important EARTH FIRST! ac- 
tivities such as protecting the 


Gros Ventre from oil and gas 
destruction. 

Other trips planned for this 
year include an October back- 
pack in the threatened Rockj 
Mountain Front additions to the 
Bob Marshall Wilderness, 
Montana, possibly a summer 
backpack in Wyoming’s Gros 
Ventre Range, a September or 
October float trip with Ken “Sel- 
dom Seen Smith” Sleight down 
Desolation Canyon in Utah, a 
November float trip on the Lower 
Canyons of the Rio Grande in 
Texas/Mexico, and winter back- 
packs possibly to the incredibly 
wild Cabeza Prieta in Arizona, or 
the Pinacate Desert, Sonoran 
Coast, or Baja in Mexico. Con- 
tact EARTH FIRST! P.0. Box 
235, Ely, NV 89301 for infor- 
mation on any of these trips. 


Soccer to ‘Em 



OR 

First Strike, You’re Out 


By T. Moore 

On Armed Forces Day, 
Saturday, May 15, the Missoula 
EF! group sponsored a softball 
game between generals of the 
USA and USSR to decide world 
supremacy. Billing the game an 
alternative to nuclear war, EF! 
mailed letters of invitation to the 
Pentagon and the Soviet ambas- 



Two Days of 

By Joani Boyer 

Monday May3 
Ernie’s Country to The Doll 
House 

My heel and toe blisters appear 
with a vengence but turn out to be 
painful only toward the end of a 
day’s hike. Thank God for 
Louisa’s moleskin. After a bagel 
and cheese breakfast (some had 
grits) we refill our canteens at the 
spring. Today will be a some- 
what flat, hot march, skirting the 
Fins on our left in a walk along a 
sandy creek bed, then over low, 
rolling red dirt hills with scruffy 
vegetation and through Wide 
Valley. We see our first picto- 
graphs! I had heard for years 
about the hunch-backed flute 
player— it was like seeing an old 
friend. 

The last V/ 2 miles were hot and 
dusty, but when Spurs greeted us 
with a cool beer (much better 
than the Good Humor man) we 
began to look with interest at the 
stone faced Dolls surrounding us. 

Most of the group take off for a 
quick swim in the Colorado at 
Spanish Bottom 1% miles below. I 
retire to a nearby rock to mend 
my moleskin. As we begin to ex- 
plore our new surroundings. 
Spurs asks if we want to take a 
short hike to overlook the river. 
My feet set up a silent wail, but 
Spurs has that gleam in his eye, 
and since he’s barefoot, it will be a 
short stroll. A well worn boulder 
strewn trail quickly turns into 
fun narrow passages and butt- 
sliding descents. We duck and 
climb, grasp and leap. Dried 
curled holly leaves are the only 
things troubling Spurs’ feet. As- 
cending a final huge rounded 
rock, we are suddenly looking 
peacefully down upon the 
Colorado. We could be the last or 
the first people in the world— the 
scene is unchanged. So glad we 
came! With a golden light illu- 
minating the curious shapes of 


sador in Washington, DC. 
Receiving no response, however, 
EF.'ers were forced to don 
general’s uniforms and play the 
game themselves. 

May 15 brought a warm, 
breezy day to Kiwanis Park, 
which was decorated with red, 
white and blue plus red and gold 
streamers, a 20-foot high MX 
.missile in centerfield, and signs 
reading “Wilderness not War,” 
“There’s a Crack in Your Atom,” 
and “Imagine There’s no 
Generals.” To add to the festive 
mood, a billboard above the 
American dugout advertised 
razor blades: “For a close shave 
try Nuclear Parity Brand Dis- 
posable Razors.” A scoreboard 
atop the left field fence reminded 
all spectators of the current state 
of world dominance. 

The game was shrouded in con- 
troversy from the onset. 
Before the Americans took the 
field in the top of the first inning, 
a Soviet spy posted 5 runs on the 
scoreboard for the Russians. 

Naturally, with a game of such 
dramatic consequences being 
played under unsportsmanlike 
conditions, tensions ran high 
throughout the afternoon. For- 
tunately, the umpires (equipped 
with brief cases full of inter- 
national treaties and documents) 
fully controlled the potentially 
catastrophic situation. Argu- 
mentative generals were quickly 
censured or brandished; after one 
collision at third base the 
opposing generals were executed 
behind home plate. 

The throng of 100 spectators 
enjoyed the afternoon, sipping 
brewskis and cheering on the 
local American favorites. The 
first six innings brought a great 
deal of anxiety to the home 
country patriots who watched 
their heroes slip into a 13-4 deficit 

he Maze Trip* 

the Dolls behind us, the reality of 
sore feet fade into enchantment. 
Never mind our creepy “neigh- 
bors” who are loudly playing 
Willie Nelson tapes and noisily 
riding around on motorcycles. 
That all comes later. For the 
moment, it’s pure magic. 

On taking a different route 
back, several times it looked like 
we would have to retrace our 
steps. But we made it back as 



Artist's conception of another day 
in the Maze, when Spurs and 
Louisa went rock climbing. 


preparations for our big steak 
dinner were in full swing. Salad, 
steak and corn on the cob. Burp. I 
ate way too much. And it’s rather 
interesting eating steak with the 
fingers. . . 


through the middle innings. 

Soviet strategy paralleed the 
finest tactics of nuclear war: 
Strike first and hard, then to hell 
with it. Using standout pitchers 
Antonov Fernandokayaand Olga 
Ambrosky to quiet the powerful 
U.S. bats in the early and middle 
innings, the Soviets capitalized 
on the hitting of Generals 
Carlikov Stevinski, Ivan 
Petrosky Skavar, and Comrade 
Doctor Zhivago to catapult to 
their commanding early lead. 

A surprise bonus for the crowd 
was the appearance of several 
dignitaries, including James 
Watt, Nancy Reagan, Richard 
Nixon, Alexander Haig, 
Margaret Thatcher, and Ronald 
Reagan. Making a rare appear- 
ance at a public sporting event. 
Secretary Watt mistook the “M” 
symbolizing the University of 
Montana on Mt. Sentinel for the 
Bob Marshall Wilderness, then 
proposed digging for uranium on 
the site. Unfortunately, the 
secretary was whisked away by a 
group of environmental agita- 
tors before we could put him in a 
general’s uniform. 


Continued Back Cover 



Tuesday May 4 

The Doll House to Water 

Canyon 

With heavy packs we set off 
through red dusty fields of sage- 
brush and along slick rock 
canyons toward Water Canyon. 
Dave has gone on ahead to scout 
Jasper and Shot Canyons. At 
midday we break for water, set 
down our packs, and go for a 3- 
mile round trip confluence over- 
look (Green and “Grand” Rivers). 
My feet must have hurt a lot this 
day. I remember only parts of the 
hike: Beehive Arch— short and 
squat. Canyon ridges strewn with 
jasper chips, bright reddish 
brown. The confluence hike — 
dusty and dry to begin with, then 
stark white boulders and cliffs. A 
leaning peek at the two rivers. 
Some water rationing with 
lunch. Bagels, cheese, avocados 
and Snickers. 

Coming into a side canyon of 
Water Canyon, Dave had left a 
beer for us. Thank you, Dave! Re- 
mains of posts from an old sheep 
trail provide rusty, insecure 
handholds over sharply angled 
slickrock. The last mile, with 
everyone way ahead was tedious. 
We were coming down a lovely 
side canyon, but my feet were 
threatening to give notice and 
quit. At last— the spring! Drop 
the packs. Shed the clothes, and 
wade into those muddy, cool 
pools. 

Evening was soft and pro- 
longed, with a rosy sunset. We all 
felt relaxed. Easy burritos for 
dinner under a large overhang- 
ing cliff looking out on the spring 
and a wide alkaline grass valley. 
Louisa, Steve and others read 
poetry by Gary Snyder. Louisa 
amazed us all by making ginger- 
bread over the coals from the fire! 
Bart and I camped on a bank of 
tall grass. The wind blew and 
blustered, but no rain. 
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EARTH FIRST! 

Don't be fooled that the marches 
don't count • that the arrests 

don't matter • that the strikes 
don't hurt • Because the dragon 

is a liar with a tongue as slick 
as grease &. miles &. miles of wheels 

that only roll as long as you let it 
Each bump spells a break in the 

interlocking management that runs 
this juggernaut • Corporate Moloch 

Nuclear horse that eats Its young 
Paws ore from the earth to forge 

its mills &. the more you ignore it 
the more mess it makes • So 

don't be fooled when the camera 
distorts • When the courts don't 

rule • When the headlines say 
that the blood that's spilled 

was spilled in vain • It takes more 
than weathermen to make it rain 

Don't be fooled • Each mother voice 
is a rock in the way • Each wrench 

wreaks havoc in the smooth engine 
of the dragon's day 

—Art Goodtimes 

— Kuksu Brigade 
Union of Street Poets 
Telluride 
Winter. 40081 

BURBANK 

-for Kirby Doyle 

Luther Luther 
you turned the green key 
and spoke 
becoming whispers 
to invisible sense 

alive behind coronas of leaf ■■ 

you spoke Luther H 

in your gentle way fU) 

to the saviors of all mammals H 

and those angels listened 
O Luther they listened 
and changed to your good song J 
your hands 

on their unspeaking form 
entranced 

for the sheer give of it 
they gave you back ■ 

good Luther 

what you heard from them 
and you then 
turned your deep service 
to the rest of men M 

Your reformation 
was so much more 
than that other angry priest— jj 

it is said m 

you were reverent • 

even with the mud 
you scraped from your shoes 
coming back from the fields c 

-jack Mueller s 


A CHARM TO EXPLODE POPCORN 

O Terrorist of the vegetable world 
burst your golden prison! 

O Second Cousin of the Mexican jumping-Bean 
the summer sun's booming energy 
compacted within your shell release! 

O Nova-Nut, microbang image of 
our macrobang cosmos— 
hear by conjuring voice and expand! 

Let popping kernel comets careen 
about the kitchen. 

O Molotov Cocktail of the Peaceful 
Maize Family— even after 
your cataclysmic birth 
you remain volatile- 
leaping out of hands 


levitous to the last 
O Noble Dynamite Corn— 


-James Bogan 


bags &. 

boxes 


pop! 


z ? 


(ARMED 
WITH 
VISIONS 


I I 


Submissions invited of eco-radical / 
and earth-nurturing work— Please [ 
include SASE— All rights reserved v < 
to the authors— Armed with Visions. 

Art Goodtimes. Box 1008. Telluride. 
Colorado. 81435. 



My dreams take place on an inland sea 
a land soaked in silver shadows and blue. 

We are traveling to the continent. 

We are looking for a room to rent. We are having a baby 
We are building a house. 

You say unrecognized. Unpublished. I say just 
wait. You say holocaust. You say apocalypse. I say 
love. 

Once you went with me. 

Once you came for me. 

We climb the loft together. This, you say 

is your home now. This northwest corner. This last place 

we can run. 

this bed of outlaws, circle of mtns. finger 
of glacier water, dark sun of winter behind 
Mt. Olympus. 

-Sharon Doubiago locked In 

(an excerpt from Ground Zero) 




red willow 

speak to me 

red willow 

of the magic 

in the world 

let me have the vision 

of a child 

sos that i may always 
be free 

-Pine Wolf 


The Black Christ 


Sec. Watt’s Lament 

I could cancel all oil leases 
And save endangered species 
If I only had a heart. 

It wouldn’t take much doing 
To s are the land we’re ruining 
If I only had a hea rt. 

In a hundred years 

Our Parks would still be here 

If I only had a heart. 

We could keep things hummin' 
Even with no second cummin' 

If I only had a heart. 

Hoic I'd lore, it you knew it 
To tell Ronnie to screw it 
If I only had a heart, a brain, 
some courage. 

— David E. Ortman 


During the Detroit riots 
a statue of Christ was 
covered with black shoe 
polish the priests dare 
not remove. 

It stands. 

The graven image is social 
dynamite. 

-John Grube 
(first published In Soup) 

in this dance 
we are sacred 
in all our movements 
dreams open like doors 
light tumbles through 


I had a dream that I was driving 
in a line of traffic down 
a two-lane highway. Up there, 
on the right, was a gigantic 
gasoline station with white 
gas trucks all lined up. side 
to side. So many, and the whole 
place was so huge that it made 
those tanker trucks look like 
so many little bitty toys. 

Getting closer all the time, 

I could soon read the name 
printed big and red on the long 
side of each truck: 

ROCKEFELLER 

Then some men wheeled a huge 
white cake decorated red &. blue 
onto the highway. It was almost 
as big as a compact! And I 
wondered, would it go my way or 
in the other direction because 
whichever way it went. Why 
the ones of us stuck behind it 
would be in Rockefeller's 
parade! 

-N. Cole 


8 PULL THE PLUG on radio evangelists. 
Less aural acts, more oral sex! 


in this dance 
we are connected 
flesh to bone 
blood to semen 

belly moon shine 
eggs fall every 28 days 
seahorses born every minute 
new day/blue day 

in this dance 

your eyes meet mine 

smiling 

-Luna 
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Ranters, 55 Sutter 
94104. 


487. S.F.. CA 


I 


Declassed fled) 

FAILING MARX: Maoists: Marxist 
Moonies. Trotskyism: Stalinism's 
loyal opposition. Leftism: too many 
causes, not enough effects. Why not 
go so far left you've left the left 
behind? The left is gauche, make 
your own revolution! Nothlng- 
Lefttsts, 55 Sutter. 487. S.F.. 

CA 94104 


Editorial 

The Falklands— A Sterling O pportu nity 

By Dave Foreman 


There is no way of predicting 
what the situation in the 
Falkland Islands will be when 
you read this. Perhaps the United 
States and Russia will have 
gotten involved and you won’t be 
reading it at all! There is, how- 
ever, one clear and simple path to 
a peaceful settlement that saves 
face for both Great Britian and 
Argentina. This approach also 
opens unlimited doors for pacific 
resolution of other territorial 
conflicts between dozens of other 
puffed-up imperial states, large 
and small, disturbing our sleep 
with their infernal sabre 
rattling. This approach is so 
incisive, so brilliant, that it is 
surprising that the only true God 
left on Earth, Henry Kissinger, 
didn’t think it up first. But since 
he didn’t, we’ll just sit back and 
wait for our Nobel Peace Prize. I 
give you the EARTH FIRST! 
Falkland Peace Plan: 


Move all the settlers to 
England. Move all the sheep to 
Argentina. The UN takes control 
of the Falklands. South Georgia, 
and surrounding waters and 
manages the entire area as the 
first International Wilderness 
Preserve. Both Argentina and 
Great Britain can claim credit 
for this great gift to the world. 

And think of the other possi- 
bilities: Argentina and Chile can 
solve their territorial squabbles 
by presenting the world a mag- 
nificent Southern Andes and 
Tierra del Fuego Wilderness 
Preserve. South Africa and 
Angola can give Namibia to the 
free-roaming Bushmen as a UN 
protected Wilderness Park. 
China can solve its border dis- 
putes with Russia and India and 
Borneo and New Guinea as Stone 
Age Preserves! I could go on arid 
on. 

Peace in our time! 

Wilderness galore! 


Visions of Cleaver 

During a mid-May speech in 
Berkeley, Eldridge Cleaver (ex- 
Black Panther leader and author 
of Sold on Ice) was harangued and 
finally assaulted by hecklers. 
Cleaver, who has been trying 
hard to find his new niche in the 
world, was planning on becoming 
a Mormon, but has evidently 
given that up to be a Moonie. 


DYING TO 

Meet the Bomb 

Almost one half million anti- 
nuke demonstrators in Japan 
protested the nuke arms race 
Sunday, May 23. A giant, timed 
“Die-In” was staged during the 
demonstration to symbolize a 
mass of corpses. 


PARALLEL PERILS 


Harris Burg was 45 years old. He lived 9 miles away from a small river 
island in the state of Pennsylvania. 

The earth was 4.5 billion years old. It orbited 90 million miles from the 
sun in a small solar system of the Milky Way. 

In March of 1979, an incidentoccurred at power plant on the island. A 
near meltdown of the plant’s reactor core resulted in a substantial 
release of radioactive steam and gas. 

Rather late in the earth’s history, a physically weak, but fiendishly 
clever biped began to assume a dominant role over the continents, plants 
and animals of the planet 

Since the human body is biologically unsuited for defense against 
radiation, Harris inhaled and ingested tiny bits (“safe”) of the 
radioactive material. 

The continents and lifeforms of the world were defenseless against the 
bipeds. They conquered and settled the land in a relatively short time. 

Harris continued to prosper for a couple of years, but slowly the 
random firing of high energy particles from the absorbed radioactive 
materials began to affect him. 

The settlements prospered for a few millinnia, but over-population, 
over-consumption, greed and waste began to strain the economies of the 
world. 

At first the damage was minor. Atoms were stripped of electrons. 
DNA molecules were stripped of atoms. Cell replication became less 
perfect. 

In the beginning the warning signs were ambiguous. Some nations still 
flourished, but increasingly at the expense of one another. Inflation and 
unemployment climbed. 

It’s uncertain when the runaway cell production process began. In the 
beginning Harris was unaware and apparently unaffected by it. 

It’s not clear when the economic indicators first signaled a problem. The 
people mostly ignored the indicators anyway. 

But one morning Harris awoke to a small, but sharp pain. Panic 
stricken, he contacted his physician and minister. 

The problem’s first serious manifestation was a motor fuel shortage. 
Panic stricken, the people squalled at their politicians and economists, 

The physician told him to take two aspirin and call back in the 
morning. The minister reminded him that he had not been tithing. The 
physician’s fee: 225 dollars. 

The economists said they should stockpile butter and the politicians 
said they needed more guns. They did both at a cost of 225 billion dollars. 

The cancer continued to grow at a brisk rate. GCP (Gross Cell 
Production) exceeded 1.5% per month (compounded continuously). 

Meanwhile, the economy continued to expand at a satisfying rate. The 
GNP exceeded 1.5 % per month (not corrected for inflation). 

Harris began to experience steady pain. He became desperate. He 
consulted a chiropractor, then an astrologist. His hope waned. 

But the people ’s situation continued to deteriorate. In desperation, they 
began electing lawyers, then movie actors for leaders. Hopes soared. 

Terminally ill, Harris withdrew his savings (substantial penalties) 
brought a motorhome and took a trip. Exponential cell growth 
continued. 

Inflation declined, but massive unemployment ensued. Motorhome 
sales rose. Growth sustained the economy for a time. 

Harris Burg died. 

Growth is progress. 


—Barton H. Boyer III 
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Dear “One Who Knows,” 

Seems you know your biz. Only 
thing that bothers me is your sug- 
gestion of using a spraycan: 
There’s already enough crap 
loose in the environment; we 
surely don’t need any more 
fluorocarbons in the air. 

Also, don’t your timber barons 
mark “selective” as well as 
areas to be “clear-cut” in a 
similar manner? Which are we 
trying to discourage? How do we 


Dear Mr. Ludd, 

In the May 1st issue of Earth 
First! you printed a letter from 
“No Name Please” explaining the 
colors of paint used to mark 
timber sales on federal land. I 
hate to spoil the fun but un- 
fortunately the meaningsof those 
paint colors vary from region to 
region, from forest to forest, from 
district to district, and even from 
timber sale to timber sale. The 


Name 


With the grand opening of the 
Earth First! Nevada Office comes 
easy access to our line of tested and 
approved goodies. No more frus- 
trated waiting for your T-shirts or 
Li’l Green Songbooks. 


Even though some of our 
products are not ABSOLUTELY 
essential to your existence, their 
sale does help finance EF! 
activities. 


Snake Oil & Trinkets 


DEAR NED LUDD 


The “ Dear Ned Ludd ” 
colu mn is a regula r feature of 
the Earth First! Newsletter. 
Each issue we print whatever 
comes our u'ay regarding un- 
usual or extreme methods of 
preventing ecological collapse. 

Earth First! and the Earth 
First! Newsletter, however, do 
not necessarily advocate any 
opinion or method outlined in 
this column, nor do we support 
any illegal or violent acts. Our 
readers are encouraged to con 
suit with their local law 
enforcement authorities before 
actually proceeding with any 
questionable activity. We take 
no responsibility, nor credit, 
for any possible consequences 
of this column. 

‘ Submissions for “Dear Ned 
Ludd” are subject to conden- 
sation, editing or censure. 
Please indicate whether sub- 
missions are to be accompan- 
ied by your name and address. 


Whatever the case, when using 
spray paint, be careful. Wear 
goggles and a protective mask. 
Don’t do it on a windy day. And, 
remember to point the arrow 
away from the body. 

“One Who Knows” 
P.S. A 5-year-old wrote this for 
me. 


Earth First! Newsletter — 
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Dear Ned Ludd, 

Once I knew this trucker who 
gave me a most unusual method 
of disabling diesel trucks: Empty 
a quart of liquid bleach into the 
fuel tank. Once the'engine is fired 
up and runningatoperatingtem- 
perature, the bleach causes 
intense and quick overheating, 
resulting in massive damage to 
pistons, valves, etc. Ever heard of 
this? 


Litha Edition 


— June 21, 1982 


Dear Ms. Kist. 

In my day (during the 
industrial revolution), we didn’t 
have powder^^nilk. We used 
shellac to fix pHv and slogans, 
although it smeai^L I also under- 
stand a mixture of flour and 
water works wonders. 

Ned 


artwork, like the Art Maggots 
did in Eugene. Oregon. 


same is true of Bagging and paint 
colors and styles of application 
for other designations such as 
cultural resource sites, wildlife 
plots, fuels plots, et cetera. 

The best practical way to 
confuse the issue in the woods is to 
paint over painted trees with 
black stray paint. One could 
always chip the painted bark 
away but I think that would be 
time consuming and counter- 
productive. 

On some timber sales, they 
“mark out” trees that had been 
previously marked for cutting by 
painting over the marks with a 
big X in a predetermined color. 
One would have to have an inside 
knowledge of the treemarking 
plan to be able to mark out trees 
as an eco-tactic. 


tell the difference? 


Dear Ned Ludd, 

One of the annoying things 
about putting up posters is that 
they keep falling off whatever 
edifice I stick them on. But no 
more! 

Here’s the scoop: When out 
“posterizing” take along some 
powdered milk, water, bowl and 
sponge. Smear a strong solution 
of this muck onto front and back 
of poster with sponge, affix 
poster and spread more solution 
all over it. It works great! Poster 
comes off in ten years or so. 

Signed, 
Ann R. Kist 
P.S. Don’t use this tactic to 
destroy murals and other people’s 


Loping On Empty 

If you perhaps thought that the $10 or so you sent in to Earth 
First! was to provide just one of many thousand subscriptions 
produced in a plush, well-financed office by a fat-salaried staff, 
you would be wrong. 

First off, you are one of about a thousand subscribers. We may 
be big on the Earth, but we’re still small in number— the same 
goes for this newsletter. With the assistance of a few volunteers, 
I work FULLTIME, to make this newsletter worth its paper 
and ink. 

The unfortunate reality of this paper’s existence, however, is 
that it must survive on a shoestring, and with a skeleton crew. 
Our subscribers aren’t in the Social Register, hence, they don’t 
have lots of cash to spare. That’s the way it generally is with 
those who put the Earth ahead of money. 

Despite that, we’re trying to make the newsletter go— on its 
own— and the only way we can keep going now (besides doing a 
decent job) is to cut back to eight pages and to attract NEW 
subscribers. No one has paid for any advertising so far— and I 
kind of hope we don’t have to go that route. When finances 
improve, we will return to 12 pages, which seems about right. 

So what’s the pitch? Just this: If you like the EF! Newsletter 
and you know somebody you want to give a subscription to, or if 
you think you might be due to renew yours, or if you have just a 
few dollars you could see spending to keep this rag kicking, 
please consider filling out the form below. 

Thank you, Pete Dustrud,_EF! JEdit<m 

Clip and send to the Earth First! Newsletter, P.O. Box 26221, 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84126 

D There’s something I like about the EF! Newsletter! Here’s some 
$ to keep it in good health and to keep it coming to me. 

□ I want to send a gift subscription of the EF! News to: 

Name Address Zip 

Here’s enough $ to cover a year’s worth. 

□ Have Tony Moore get hold of me: I wish to become a regional EF! 

Contact for the area. 

Your Name Address Zip 


Son of 
Rood Show 

It’s said that you can’t teach old 
dogs new tricks, but this fall our 
resident dog and pony show, 
Johnny Sagebrush and Dave 
Foreman, will hit that long lone- 
some highway again with the 
Great EARTH FIRST! Travel- 
ling Road Show. This year they’ll 
have the Glen Canyon Damn 
Crack movie, nevTSongs, a better 
supply of trinkets (t-shirts, bum- 
perstickers, monkeywrench 
jewelry, calendars, songbooks, 
etc.), and an inspiring message on 
new tactics for the environmen- 
tal movement of the Eighties 
(based on this summer of con- 
frontation with the industrial 
beast in the Gros Ventre, 
Siskiyous, Sierra, Three Sisters, 
Bisti, and Canyonlands). 

Instead of hitting the entire 
United States in one epic of suf- 
fering, Johnny and Dave would 
like to break the country up into 
more reasonable bites— such as 
the Pacific Coast, Midwest, New 
England, etc. They also would 
like to give preference to loca- 
tions they missed last year al- 
though they’re more than happy 
to do repeat performances. 

If you’d like to organize an 
appearance by Johnny and Dave 
in your area, let us know at P.O. 
Box 235, Ely, NV 89301, as soon 
as possible so we can start put- 
ting together regional packages. 
Hosting Johnny and Dave in your 
area is one of the best ways to get 
a local EARTH FIRST! group 
going. 


KAYAK, PADDLE, OR RAFT 
THE GRAND CANYON 

And help save the Coloradol 

Commercially-operated and licens- 
ed KAYAK SUPPORT and raft/paddle 
trips at special low prices, as benefit to 
Friends of the River in its effort to pro- 
tect the Canyon from "peaking 
power" 


Write: 

FOR-Southwest. 

Box 1115. 

Flagstaff. AZ 86002. 


T-Shirts 

Earth First! T-Shirts — 

—Earth First! Shirts— Earth 
First! lettering with fist in circle — 
Green 100% cotton in men’s sizes: 
S, M. Lg. X-Lg. $7.50 plus 
shipping. 

—“Cracking of Glen Canyon 
Damn” by artist Jim Stiles. Light 
blue 50-50 mix fabric. In men’s 
sizes: S. M, Lg. X-Lg. $7.50 plus 
shipping. 

The 1983 Earth First! Calendar 

Never before available, this is a 
calendar to DO things by. Other 
eco-calendars are pretty pictures 
on high-gloss paper. The Earth 
First! Calendar is full of things to 
offend and delight: pictures of the 
EF!ers in action, unusual draw- 
ings, inspiring quotations, and a 
dynamite collection of dates from 
history. $5 each plus shipping. 

Lil Green Songbooks 

Johnny Sagebrush’s famous 
tunes, updated, all new edition: new 
songs, new artwork, better cover, 
more pages. Just the thing for 
hanging around the campfire or 
protesting in front of the Interior 
Department. $4.50 postpaid. 


The Journey Home: Some Words 
in Defense of the American West, by 
Ed Abbey. 

Earth First! still has some auto- 
graphed 1st edition, hardbound 
copies which are going fast for. 
$10.95 plus shipping. 

For this book, send your check or 
money order to: Earth First!, Salt 
Lake City. UT 84126. 


Topo Maps 

Our Ely office is proud to 
announce that U SGS Topo maps 
are once again available. Save 
12% off USGS prices. Pick up a 
catalog at any USGS office (or 
send to us for one) and order 
through us. Be sure to specify 
state and whether you want 15 
or 7!4 minute maps. 


EF! Bumperstickers 

Current titles: “Earth First!” 
“Hayduke Saves,” “Drill Watt, Not 
Wilderness.” “Rudolf the Red 
Lives.” Green ink on white “five- 
year paper.” Get ’em while they 
last! $1 each plus shipping. 

All-metal Monkeywrench 
Jewelry 

Little wrenches to hang from 
your neck, your ears, your nose, 
what have you — Measuring 
approx. 1" each, theselittle dandies 
are made of 100% metal, are non- 
adjustable and are sold without 
chains, etc. (get them yourself). 
Were $3.50 — on special now for 
only $2 each plus shipping. If they 
don’t last forever, well, nothing 
does. 


Silent Agitators 

Little round stickers for affixing 
to who-knows-what, who-knows- 
where. In the tradition of the 
Wobblies’ silent agitators, ours are 
designed to be just the message you 
would like to leave behind. 
Available in early July. Strips of 
ten for about $2.50 a strip. 


EF! Goodies Order Form 

Make out a check or money order to “Earth First! Merchan- 
dising.” Include a dollar shipping on smaller orders, up to $4 on 
larger orders. Send $ and order blank to: Earth First!, PO Box 
235, Ely NV 89301. 30% discount on orders of 10 or more of any 
item. 

IH OK, here’s my $ Send me the following: 

EF! T-shirt(s), Size(s) 

Damn Cracking T-shirt(s), Size(s) 

Li’l Green Songbook(s) 

Bumpersticker(s). Circled: “EF!” “Drill Watt. . .” 

“Hayduke. . .” “Rudolf. . “Rednecks for Wilderness” 

Topo Maps. (Specify) 

Monkeywrench(es) 

Calendar(s) 

Other ______ 


Address 


Allow approximately 30 days for delivery 


Backwoods Bob 


Dear Bob, 

I have now. 


P.O. BOX 235 ******* 


EARTH FIRST! assiduously 
tries to avoid doing the expected. 
So, where would a more reason- 
able place for an EF! office than 
Ely, Nevada, dying copper town, 
hotbed of Knownothingism, and 
cultural armpit? It’s true. On 
June 15, Johnny Sagebrush (Bart 
Koehler), Wildcat Annie, and 
Dave Foreman will move in to- 
gether in a house in Ely and 
conduct many of the functions of 
EARTH FIRST! from that 
garden location. Actually, Ely (in 
east central Nevada) makes a 
great deal of sense: It is in a cen- 
tral location for the entire West, 
it’s only four or five hours from 
Salt Lake City, and there’s a hell 
of a lot of wilderness nearby. 

EARTH FIRST! in Ely will 


handle all EF! merchandise 
(including topo maps), coordin- 
ate issues work, the EF! Road 
Show, fundraising trips, Ned 
Ludd Books, and media contacts. 
This will free Pete Dustrud for 
full time work on the Newsletter. 
The EF! address in Ely is: P.O. 
Box 235, Ely, NV 89301. We will 
soon be getting a phone (which 
will probably be installed by an 
FBI agent so watch what you 
say). Communicate directly with 
EF! in Ely on the above topics or 
use your permanent address in 
Salt Lake City and your mail will 
be forwarded. Obviously, we 
plan to keep a fairly low profile in 
our new hometown since we have 
little desire to try out any locally 
braided neckties. 
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— ON THE R(I 

By Gaiy Lawless 
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In spite of a direct request by 
Wyoming Governor Ed Herschler 
(not to mention E F! and others) to 
deny Getty Oil a permit to road 
and drill Little Granite Creek, 
Jim Watt’s Minerals Manage- 
ment Service has signed the 
document allowing the Oil Giant 
to begin destroying the Gros 
Ventre range. 

If administrative and legal 
appeals by local conservation 
organizations fail, Getty’s bull- 
dozers could invade the Gros 
Ventre as early as June 15! Earth 
First! is, of course, sponsoring the 
tnird annual Round River 
Rendezvous at Little Granite 
Creek on July 3-4, but a rendez- 
vous is one thing, an invasion by 
the Getty Monster is quite 
another. 

When (and if) Getty tromps 
into the Gros Ventre, Earth 
First! must be there to defend 
her. We’ll keep you informed, but 
bear in mind that events are 
breaking rapidly. Uncertainties 
prevail. We may very well need 
you and your friends to help pre- 
vent the impending rape of Little 
Granite Creek after June 14. 
Please send us the names, ad- 
dresses and phone numbers of 
people in your area who will be 
available to help us. We’ll also 
need money for food, transpor- 


tation, printing, phone bills, and 
other expenses to successfully 
defend this wild land. Please send 
money, names and phone 
numbers to: RRR c/o Box 2617, 
Jackson, Wyoming 83001. 
Donations in the form of checks 
should be made out to: Mike 
Roselle. 
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Drops Back 
To Utah 


No sooner did the Great Basin 
racetrack basing scheme for the 
MX Missiles get scrapped than 
the generals in charge of 
mutually assured destruction 
(MAD) came up with new and 
equally macabre ideas of what to 
do with the MX. Now the Air 
Force is trying to bring their 
“Dense Pack, Deep Basing Mode” 
for the MX to southern Utah. 

Several near-wilderness areas 
are being eyed in Utah for the 
giant, suicidal boondoggle, 
including the Book Cliffs, Pine 
Valley Mountain, Hurricane 
Cliffs and Boulder Mountain. 


Soccer to ‘Em 

Continued from Page 5 

Haig and Nixon expressed dis- 
appointment that we were 
replacing bombs with softballs, 
then scurried back to their re- 
spective cubbyholes. President 
Reagan seemed delighted to be a 
part of the festivities, but 
appeared slightly offended that 
he hadn’t been asked to play. 
Maybe next year, Gipper. 


Prime Minister Thatcher re- 
marked on how she loves her 
visits to the British colonies. 
Unfortunately, when reminded 
by announcer Ray Deate that the 
U.S. was no longer a British 
holding, Thatcher became very 
indignant, accused Ray of being 
Irish or Argentinian, and threat- 
ened to surround the “island” 
with British Navy (she was 
apparantly confused by the Clark 
Fork River, which meanders 
quite a bit.) 

Finally, after the umpires had 
quelled most of the spy 
shenanigans and restored the 
order so necessary at a champion- 
ship ball game, the American 
power hitters came to life in the 
late innings. Lead by the atomic 
bats of Generals Confusion, 
Motors, Electric, and Dynamics, 
and solidified by the strong relief 
pitching of General Gloria, the 
Americans gained a 16-13 lead in 
the bottom of the 8th inning. 

In the 9th, the Soviets rallied 
again. Temporarily calmed by 
talks of “first strike potential” 
and “parity,” they had relaxed 
and lost their lead. But several 
solid hits and daring wartime 
running pushed the three tying 
runs across the plate and left two 
runners on base with two out. The 
situation brought fear to the 
hearts of the Americans, when 
another unexpected guest 
appearance brought a halt to the 
game. 

From an adjacent field came 
the Kiwanis Dread soccer team, 
kicking their funny looking ball 
through the 16-16 world suprem- 
acy game. Apparently, the 
generals had softened on the idea 
of war and world dominance by 


the 9th inning, for most laid down 
their mitts and bats and joined 
the soccer game. Neither team 
offered any opposition when the 
Dread dismantled the MX 
missile, and converted its stages 
into four steel bass pan drums, 
turning the World Supremacy 
Softball Game into one big 
reggae party on the infield. 



The Dread takeover was a non- 
violent affair. Borrowing the 
microphone from announcers 
Deate, Polly Profit, and Billy 
Blazo, the soccer club spokesman 
Dread Scott, stated “De Tird 
world countries deh are tired of 
nuclear bomb game. We united 
peoples will no longer stand for 
big nations to threaten us wid da 
bombs. Live in peace and dance.” 

And dance they did, generals. 
Dread, and spectators, bringing 
a sudden end to the ball game. 
Fair enough. No one. could win a 
nuclear war, anyway, so a tie was 
a fitting conclusion. Not every- 
one was in total agreement, 
however. A Missoula County 
deputy sheriff observing the 
Dread party was heard saying at 
games end, “No wonder they 
want to drop the bomb.” 
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California Rally 

EF! California-Wide Meeting 
and Protest Rally 


To be held 20 miles from the 
Geographic Center of California 

The EF! California- Wide 
meeting and SAFE (Sierra As- 
sociation for Environment) 
protest rally will take place on 
Saturday. August 28, 1982, in the 
Dinkey Creek, California vicin- 
ity. Earth First.’ers from all over 
California and the west will join 
SAFE in protesting the logging 
of the McKinley Grove of giant 
sequoias and the damning of 
Dinkey Creek. Rally activities 
will take place at the McKinley 
Grove of redwoods and at Dinkey 
Creek. The California-wide EF! 
meeting will convene at Dinkey 
Creek. 

For those of you who missed the 
last issue of this newsletter, the 
U.S. Forest Service has slated 
McKinley Grove, a unique virgin 
stand of giant redwoods, for a 
timber sale. Efforts on the part of 
SAFE to try to halt this travesty 
through the Forest Service 
appeals system have failed. The 
Forest Service has never really 
addressed the concerns ex- 
pressed by SAFE. 

Our protest at the grove will be 
a peaceful meditative presence. 
We want the Forest Circus to 
know that we will not tolerate the 
rape of McKinley Grove. 

The damning of Dinkey Creek, 
also discussed in the last issue of 
this newsletter, is being planned 
by money-greedy water hustlers. 
SAFE has been opposing this 
project actively since 1978. 
Dinkey Creek is the west fork of 
the north fork of the Kings River. 
The damning of this river would 
add only a drop in the bucket to 
agricultural water storage. The 
project’s main purpose as a power 
plant would have very limited 
success and will most certainly 
cost more in energy to build, rec- 
reation opportunities lost, habi- 
tat destroyed, and plain old 
dollars than it would generate. 

The protest rally at Dinkey 
Creek will be a statement of our 
opposition to the damning of 
Dinkey Creek. Speakers, singing, 
swimming, and symbolic actions 
will be the main components of 
the rally. The California-wide 
EF! meeting will follow the 
protest. A typical EF! party will 
follow the meeting. 

For those arriving the night 
before the rallies, there will be an 
opportunity to sleep in the bosom 
of the redwoods. For those who 
wish to stay through Sunday, 
there will be a pilgrimage to 
Hetch Hetchy. The schedule of 
events is as follows: 

Friday, August 27 

Early arrivals bring sleeping 
bags and retire at dark to 
McKinley Grove to sleep in the 
bosom of the redwoods, close to 
the heart of Mother Earth. (No 
tents, no fires!) A SAFE mem- 
ber will meet you and direct you 


from 6 PM until dark. This will 
be a quiet and meditative activ- 
ity. (How many of you can say 
that you have slept at the foot of a 
giant sequoia?) 

Saturday, August 28 
10:00 AM— Assemble at 
McKinley Grove for a “Medi- 
tative Observance.” Poetry, 
music, ceremony, and silence will 
highlight this event. 

1:00 PM— Gather at McKinley 
Grove Road bridge over Dinkey 
Creek for a rally to protest the 
damning of Dinkey Creek. Dave 
Foreman, Johnny Sagebrush, 
and others will be there. 

2:30 PM— Rally will move to 
the damnsite for swimming in 
the best pothole in the river. 

5:00 PM— The first California- 
wide EF! meeting at SAFE 
member’s cabin near Dinkey 
Creek. Directions to this to be 
announced at the rally. 

7:00 PM— Typical EF! party at 
the same place as the EF! meet- 
ing. Bring your own. 

Sunday, August 29 
2:00 PM— Assemble at Hetch 
Hetchy Damn, Yosemite Nation- 
al Park for a ceremony protesting 
the existence of old damns as well 
as the new. (This is the damn that 
John Muir and the Sierra Club 
tried to stop in the early part of 
the century). Hope to see you at 
the Hetch Hetchy pilgrimage 
even if you cannot make it to 
Dinkey Creek. 
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RRR Tells Getty Where to GO 

by Bart Koehler and 
Pete Dustrud 

After several days of heavy 
rain up on Little Granite Creek, 
the skies broke clear. It was a 
good sign for July 3rd. The 
colorful flags (Don’t Tread on Me, 
48-Star American Flags) on 
Spur’s truck/stage, the wild- 
flowers and beautiful Gros 
Ventre Range set the scene for 
the Rally. By noon, hundreds of 
people had arrived. The official 
estimate for the rally was 500 
people — Many came from Teton 
County, the rest from all over the 
country. 

The Show 

Howie Wolke, a back-country 
guide from Jackson Hole and a 
founder of Earth First! kicked 
things off as emcee for the Rally. 
Calling for a “new offensive in the 
defense of the American West” he 
stated, “Don’t be fooled that 
rallies don’t count, that marches 
don’t count, that arrests don’t 
count. Stop being on the de- 
fensive, stop apologizing and stop 
compromising.” 

Cecilia Ostrow, singer/song- 
writer from Eugene, Oregon 
then lofted her pure voice across 
the meadows. Cecilia’s music 
blended so well with the forest 
that the crowd could truly listen 
to the song of the mountains. She 
sang several times later during 
the rally— bringing a sense of 
cal m and wonder to the audience. 

Poet Artful Goodtimes recited 
a number of stirring poems in- 
cluding “A Prayer for the Great 
Family,” by Gary Snyder. The 
powerful poet told how “words 
are a kind of legal dynamite.” He 
read his poem, “Earth First, ’’and 
led chants of “Earth First!” that 
carried across the mountain 
valley like rolling thunder. 

Two prominent conservation 
figures in Wyoming offered 
lively performances during the 
rally. Bruce Hamilton, Northern 
Plains representative of the 
Sierra Club spoke of disastrous 
plans to sell timber in the eastern 
Gros Ventre Range and taunted 
Getty Oil for having its own 
radical fringe group, “Oil First!”. 



Jack Pugh, a State Representa- 
tive from Green River smilingly 
urged the crowd to “undress your 
politicians and get down to the 
bare facts.” 

Pinedale, Wyoming poet (also 
horse-packer, guide, silversmith, 
and construction worker) Zac 
Reisner held the crowd with tales 
of moose and elk, rivers and trees, 
closing with the phrase “The 
stars are in us, and we are in 
them.” 

Cecil Garland, Utah rancher 
and legendary conservationist 
(and an inspiration to all that 
have met him), quietly took the 
stage, stating, “I’m hereon behalf 
of the Utah Wolf Grower’s 
Association.” His speech (often 
interspersed by cheers and 
laughter) proclaimed, “Never 
expect intelligent leadership and 
guidance from authority. Never 
bow to authority.” He ended his 
speech by saying he has been im- 
pressed by Earth Firstl’s “utter 
humility before the ecosystem” 
and was proud to join forces with 
Earth First!, “I raise my fist, 
also,” he concluded. 

It was then time for a lively 
musical break and a special 
surprise for the crowd. Johnny 
Sagebrush jumped on stage and 
urged the crowd to “stand up and 
give a big wonderful Wyoming 
welcome to our favorite son — Mr. 
James Jehosephat Watt!” 

After Johnny played a medley 
of “Watt Went A’Courtin’ ” and 


“He’ll Be Tearing Down the 
Mountains,” the crowd went 
wild, as Jimmy Watt gleefully 
took the stage. 

Watt exclaimed that he was 
thrilled to help with the rape of 
the Gros Ventre. Waving to the 
'crowd he yelled, “Trust me. trust 
me.” He then leaped into the 
crowd to shake hands and kiss 
babies, but he didn’t get very far. 
( A rogue grizzly bear sprang from 
'the woods, lassoed Watt and 
threw him to the ground. No one 
came to the rescue as Watt was 
mauled and hauled away. 

It was time for Ed Abbey. The 
soft-spoken, reluctant media star 
had been hunted by press people 
all afternoon, yet once he stood on 
the stage, his message was clear: 
“God Bless America, let’s save 
some of it now, all of it later.” 

Abbey told the audience, “I’m 
here today in support of the 
•E.R.A. I mean Equal Rocks 
Amendment, or equal rights for 
rocks, and for trees and grass and 
clouds and flowing streams and 
bull elk and grizzly and women — 
yes, ladies I also support the 
E.R.A. for women. . .” 

After a number of cheers he 
stated, “What we need in this so- 
called democracy is a little bit of 
democracy, rule by the people. 
The best cure for the ills of demo- 
cracy is more democracy . . 

Looking to the mountains, he 
said, “Our work begins ngnt 
here. In the good old U.S. of A. In 
the American West. In Wyoming 
and Little Granite Creek. 
Oppose, resist and if necessary, 
subvert.” 

With a twinkle in his eye. 
Abbey stated, “Of course, I never 
advocate illegal action of any 
kind, except at night, and only, 
only when accompanied by your 
parents. So fight back. The 
revolution begins in our own 
heads and hearts. . .” 

The rains came next, but it 
never dampened the spirit of the 
rally. Rain gear appeared, a 
canopy was quickly constructed, 
and Johnny Sagebrush sang a 
very damp version of “Summer- 
time.” Next, Johnny and his 
special back-up band “The Wild 
Goose Band” prepared the crowd 
for Dave Foreman by playing a 
foot-stomping, mud dancin’ 
original tune “Thinking Like A 
Mountain.” 
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Editorial 

by Dave Foreman 

It seems that EARTH FIRST! 
is sufferi ng ( more properly, bene- 
fitliner) from growing pains. In a 
disagreement over publicizing 
monkeywrenching, Pete Dustrud 
has resigned as editor of this 
publication and from EF!. In a 
sense, we are sorry to see Pete go. 
He has contributed to the evolu- 
tion of this paper and has put in 
long hours for EF!. He has been a 
friend to many of us. In another 
sense, it is proper that Pete 
leaves. From the beginning. EF! 
has refused to condemn monkey- 
wrenchers. While we don’t advo- 
cate illegal acts in defense of 
Mother Earth, we admire those 
who have the guts to fight. 

I encourage you to read Pete’s 
resignation piece. It is important. 
1 also encourage you to read the 
letters from Gary Snyder and 
Hank Fonda. But— let’s try to 
look at this issue calmly and in 
proper perspective. I can’t help 
but feel that a molehill is being 
transformed into a mountain. I 
know of no one in EF! who ad- 
vocates violence against people or 
even serious industrial sabotage 
or who wants EF! to officially 
engage in even minor Monkey- 
wrenching. Most of this contro- 
versy is a non-issue. 

Gary Snyder is 100% correct in 
urging EF! to foreswear vio- 
lence and armed posturing. He is 
probably correct in calling my 
past editorial on the subject 
“sloppy" since my position has 
been much exaggerated beyond 
what I meant. I apologize for 
that. (I do. however, find Gary's 
ethical comments about 
machines a hard pill to swallow.) 
I’m not in favor of violence but I 
see nothing wrong with 
individual defensive actions as 
espoused by Hank Fonda (who is 
also a practitioner of Zen). 

We are not terrorists — not even 
the “soft-core" variety. We are not 
an environmental SLA. IRA. or 
Red Brigade. But we are 
militant. We are radical. Our 
symbol is a clenched fist. Not a 
peace sign. EARTH FIRST! will 
engage in peaceful civil dis- 
obedience (blockades, occu- 
pations) to stop Getty Oil in the 
Gros Ventre, the DOE in Canyon- 
lands, and the Forest Service in 
the Siskiyous. We will go to jail if 
neccessary. We will not officially 
spike trees or roads but we will 
report on the activities of those 
who do. They are heros. 

EARTH FIRST! may not be 
able to encompass the entire left- 
wing of the environmental 
movement. We will not compro- 
mise to try to do so. We will not 
allow ourselves to be softened by 
fear or liberalism. 

We are what we are. We have 
been such since our beginning in 
March of 1980 in San Luis. 
Sonora. We will "try to be open 
and non-heirarchical. We will try 
to be as anarchistic as possible. 
But we do have a philosophy, an 
approach to political action. That 
is what is important. 

As B. Traven wrote, “This is 
the real world, muchachos, and 
you are in it.” 



This Publication 
— Dave Foreman, Editor 

I’d like to apologize for any 
failings in layout and content in 
this issue of EARTH FIRST! as 
well as its late arrival in your 
mailbox. The issue was already 
late when our previous editor, 
I’ete Dustrud. left in mid-stream. 

If you sit still too long, you 
stagnate. If you don’t move, you 
become a bureaucracy. So, as the 
new editor. I’d like to say there 
will be some changes. First, this 
publication will no longer be 
called a newsletter. Its name is 
simply EARTH FIRST!. 

This paper will not be a one- 
person show. Bart Koehler is 
Associate Editor. Art Goodtimes 
poetry editor, and the Jackson 
WY group of EF! is in charge of 
mailing. We want to encourage 
many more contributions of 
news, local reports, opinions, 
regular columns, cartoons, art 
work, and photographs. We’d like 
help in layout. We particularly 
would like a person to be in 
charge of our mailing list. 

Beginning with the September 
21st issue, this paper will be 
better organized and less clut- 
tered. Regular features will be in 
regular places. There will always 
be a description of EF! and sub- 
scription blank in the back. 

Besides the mechanics of the 
paper, we need to confront the 
philosophy of it. We claim EF! to 
be a non-organization, a group 
without hierarchy, a movement. 
But within this anarchistic ideal 
we have a publication, maintain a 
mailing list, and organize events. 
We have positions ancf political 
stands. How does all this square? 
And, how do you make hard 
decisions in such a situation? 
How do you deal with the legal 
requirements? I am particularly 
interested in how the publication, 
EF!. ties in with the movement, 
EF! 

Because EF! is not legally a 
formal organization, this paper is 
a private business to meet the 
requirements of the law. And 
that may be the solution to our 
questions. Let EARTH FIRST! 
be a movement, a non-organiza- 
tion. But within that movement is 
the publication EARTH FIRST!, 
an independententity serving the 
movement as a communication 
medium. Subscribing to it does 
not necessarily make you a 
“member” of EF!. Nor does one 
have to subscribe to it to be an 
EF!er. Despite this differentia- 
tion, work on the paper is volun- 
teer and all subscription money 
(including “profits”) goes to fund 
the issues work of the movement. 

We’d like to hear your opinion 
on this. We’d like to have your 
help in putting this paper out. 


Dear Readers, 
You now have a 
New Editor 

July 29. 1982 

For the past nine months, it has 
been my pleasure to serve you as 
the editor of the Earth First! 
Newsletter. I was excited to get 
involved with Earth First!, and I 
was delighted to be appointed 
editor of this publication. For 
once, I felt my interests and skills 
were being put to something 
worthwhile. It was a lot of work 
that I didn’t mind doing because I 
was thrilled to be doing 
something I thought mattered. 
But the thrill is gone. The new 
editor(s) of this newsletter has 
allowed me this space to explain 
u h.v: 

Up until a few days before I 
would have taken this issue of the 
Eh’! Newsletter to press, I had 
been under the impression that 
part of my responsibility as 
editor was that of exercising final 
approval (or denial) of what goes 
into print. During the course of 
the previous five issues, I sent to 
press a wide array of articles, 
letters and other items, and 
though I have not agreed with all 
opinions and points of view 
expressed in those pieces. I none- 
theless have gone ahead and pub- 
lished them. 

One aspect of this newsletter 
which has always presented pro- 
blems for me, however, has been 
the eco- tactics or Ned Ludd 
column. On several occasions. I 
expressed my concerns to the 
EF! Circle over the legal and 
ethical implications of present- 
ing a column devoted to printing 
such tactics. During that time, 
the few “eco-tactic”submissionsI 
did receive progressed from 
relatively harmless and 
S humorous pranks to ones which I 
feel border on outright violence. 
In addition, most of the few 
A reader responses on this subject 
seemed to reinforce my concerns. 

In light of this. I became 
increasingly uncomfortable with 
the notion that such a column was 
productive at all. I now feel an 
eco-tactics column, such as Ned 
Ludd. is silly at best, suicidal at 
■ worst. 

This feeling was especially pro- 
nounced when I was confronted 
with a metal punji stake, or 
“road-spiking” tactic. Since it has 
been Dave Foreman who has 
been most concerned with the 
Dear Ned Ludd column, I called 
to tell him that I didn’t want to 
publish the road-spiking tac- 
tic, whereupon I found out just 
how much editorial discretion I 
had: none. The feeling that my 
role concerning the newsletter 
\ was being reduced from that of 
'“editor” to that of “graphic artist- 
\in-residence” suddenly became 
very obvious. 

I then dropped out of the 
thirteen-member Earth First! 
Circle and told them I would also 
resign as editor if they did not 
support my right to reject 
material I didn't see fit to print. 

I went back to get on with the 
already overdue production of 
this issue, but just prior to press- 
time. several members of the 
Circle arrived in tgwn and they 


decided, after having read the 
galley-proofs, that all of the 
critical letters-to-the-editor, 
combined with my long editorial, 
produced too much of a 
“negative” image of Earth First! 

So. after all the work I put into 
what would have been this issue, 
considerable pressure came to 
bear upon me, and I reluctantly 
consented to hand over the pro- 
duction of the newsletter to Dave 
Foreman and the other Circle 
members who were present. 
Some of the stories and photos in 
this issue might be mine, but I 
now have no further involvement 
with the Earth First! Newsletter, 
nor do I call myself an Earth, 
:.First!er. 

Once I pick up the pieces from 
this experience. I will be attempt- 
ing to start up a new publication 
which I am calling “Free Earth: 
A Journal of the Environmental 
Movement.” (I have grown very 
fond of this kind of work.) If any 
of you would be interested in con- 
tributing to Free Earth, or would 
like a free copy when it comes out, 
or if you would just like to write 
tome, here’s my address from 
now on: 

Pete Dustrud 
PO Box 25041 
Salt Lake City, UT 
84125 

Please note that whether you 
see this message printed in the 
EF! Newsletter, or read it in the 
form of a direct letter, this will be 
my last opportunity to 
correspond with you: I will be 
handing over the subscriber 
index to the new editor(s) as soon 
as this message is in the mails to 
you. 

Pete Dustrud 


Letters 

Dear Dave, 

Thanks for the invitation to join 
in the July 4th Wyoming Earth 
First! rally. I heard about it at 
many points in February and 
March when I was traveling and 
visiting with people in Wyoming 
and Montana. I’d really like to 
come. We are finishing up a con- 
struction project here (com- 
munity-built Zendo) and are 
working right up through that 
weekend. So I can’t make it. 

I’ve been meaning to write you, 
both to praise and to criticize. 
The reasons for praise are 
obvious— Earth First! and its 
little paper have brought a great 
breath of fresh air and 
commitment to the environ- 
mental movement. I’ve been 
subscriber from the first issue. 
As fine as it is to see the sense of 
humour and the spirit of 
playfulness of Earth First! 
though, the underlying serious- 
ness you all present is even more 
inspiring and more important. So 
what I must address is the issue of 
seriousness: If one is truly ser- 
ious about the potentiality of vir- 
tual biological holocaust, one is 
deadly deliberate and impec- 
cable in one’s choice of strategies. 
Mere theatrics are not enough, 
and tbomuch of the "monkey- 
wrench gang" stance is simply 
theatrics. Thus, in your editorial. 


the half-hearted defense of possi- 
ble violence in the environmental 
movement was not serious, but 
sloppy, and obviously not well- 
thought-out. Get s just aeai with 
strategy first and leave morality 
till later: 

The adversary: industrial 
capitalist civilization, has in- 
finite resources for violence on its 
side. It has long known the tech- 
nique of talking law and order 
while sneakily irritating, pro- 
voking and ultimately drawing a 
frustrated violent reaction out of 
whatever small minority is nee- 
dling it, and then using that bit 
ot violent reaction as an excuse 
for massive retaliation. Thus, 
Wounded Knees I and II. If you’ll 
recollect the Black Panthers, all 
they really did with guns was 
posture. They showed guns off 
but did not, to my memory, 
actually assassinate or execute 
anyone. But with the excuse that 
gun-toting gave them, the FBI 
was able to shamelessly have 
Fred Hampton gunned down in 
his bed. I’m sure Earth First! is 
already well-infiltrated and that 
'a provacateur from within your 
ranks will soon be urging some 
bit of sabotage which will be prec 
cisely the excuse the government 
needs to begin to crack down. 
Again, Knowledge helps us keep 
from repeating history: The • 
freedom of the information act 
materials on infiltration of 
campus radical groups in the late 
60’s and 70’s is still coming out; 
more published the other day in 
the UC Berkeley newspaper. The 
"movement" was riddled with 
provocateurs who . successfully 
drove it into unproductive if not 
downright nasty path. And if 
anyone thinks that violence 
against machinery is somehow ok 
(as long as people don’t get hurt) 
though there may be some 
argument in that direction, it 
would be utterly foolish to think 
that industry and government 
will take it as a joke. In fact, 
private property is more 
sanctified than human life inour 
culture, and the real reason that 
The Monkeywrench Gang was 
not bought up and made into a 
movie is that the destruction of 
machinery is far more shocking 
and subversive to the powers that 
be than any amount of murder 
and rape would be on film. Also, 
any quick survey of guerrilla hit- 
and-run attacks on materials and 
equipment shows that inevit- 
ably people get killed sooner or 
later and the ante is horribly 
upped. Earth First! has real 
work to do: We are not a bunch of 
bonzo street theater ex-hippies, 
as much fun as it might be. If vio- 
lence ever were any only-possible 
-choice, it would have to be under- 
taken with true warriors’ con- 
ciousness, that is to say, the 
deliberate and thoughtful atti- 
tude of one who has investigated 
and exhausted all other possible 
avenues, and then turns towards 
violence with full, sad, precise 
comprehension of the cause-and- 
-effect chains such an act would \ 
generate. There have been cul- i 
tures where men were trained in i 
true warrior consciousness; this 1 
is not one of them. Any talk that 
condones violence without under- 
standing the warrior’s path is 
premature indeed. 

And morally, I am as 
distressed by the act of blowing 
up a bulldozer almost as much as 
I’d be by the death of a human. 
You wonder why? All materials, 
all organisms, all machines, all 
parts and all wholes are worthy of 
respect. As the ecologist Sterling 
Bunnell says, bulldozers are 
funny latter-day elephants, ‘ 
which if used in right time and 
place would do for the plant 
communities what elephants 
used to do around the globe— 
namely step climax succession 
back a few phases to increase bio- 
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mass, by opening the canopy. It’s 
trite to say it perhaps, but we 
must start turning industrial 
capitalist civilization around by 
first noting the traces of it that we 
carry within us, turning those 
around as well. 

So, in a spirit of brotherhood 
and friendship, I wish you well, 
urge you to reconsider your state- 
ment on violence, and I’ll be 
behind you all the way but for 
that one point. Have a great time 
in July, and you guys swing by 
here when you are in California 
and we’ll talk by the firepit. 
—Gary Snyder, Nevada City, CA 

Violence 

Those of us who revere life and 
are enraged by the destruction of 
our Earth, our American heri- 
tage and natural treasure, have 
been restrained by our scruples. 
We have correctly rejected vio- 
lence in our struggle to prevent 
the destruction of Earthmother’s 
capacity to sustain her children. 
But we have not prevented the 
death-machine from consuming 
eco-systems with increasing 
rapidity, and the present trends 
portend disaster. We have been, 
and are being, defeated in the 
struggle to preserve the land and 
its life. Are we who defend the 
Earth in any way responsible for 
these losses? 

We have allowed the ravagers 
and exploiters to define violence, 
and we have accepted their limi- 
tations on the scope of our 
struggle. They destroy our land 
and lives with their machines and 
chemical-warfare agents, and 
they tell us that is “legal.” If we 
resist their lifeless machines, and 
the evil poisons that corrupt 
even the bodies of those yet 
unborn, then we are told that is 
“violence.” Why do we accept 
such absurdity? 

Our bodies are consumed by 
the cancers of their greed; they 
ravage our land in the manner of 
a vengeful conqueror; it is not 
violence to resist such an assault. 
It is a well-established legal prin- 
ciple that no crime is committed 
when property is necessarily 
destroyed in the defense of 
(human) life. The narrow anthro- 
pocentricity of that legal doctrine 
must be broadened. Elevationsof 
the people’s consciousness are 
normally manifested in acts of 
conscience before the power 
structure accepts the validity of 
their expanded vision of justice. 

The philosophy of justice recog- 
nizes at least three categories of 
“wrongful action:” Acts that are 
evil in their very nature; those 
which are wrong because the 
power-elite says they are wrong; 
and default of contracts or agree- 
ments. We are concerned only 
with the first category; We want 
to know if it is wrong in essence to 
preserve life by disorganizing the 
material (lifeless) systems that 
have been organized to ravage 
the Earth. Simply to state the 
question clearly is to recognize 
the absurdity of any legal sanc- 
tion against those who protect life 
from the exploiter’s machines 
and poisons. Of course we have 
the moral right to act agai nst life- 
less “property” to preserve the 
Earth. Such acts of conscience 
are not violence; they are our 


duty, if we are true stewards of 
this Earth. 

The exploiters’ overwhelming 
political and “legal” success 
forceu us to direct action. An 
adire resistance is needed, but 
tactics of resistance should NOT 
expose the act i cist to the re pros- 
it ice forces. An overt resistance 
would only allow the Reagan- 
Helms A merika n-Gothic Junta to 
arrest our most active people, re- 
ducing or destroying their effec- 
tiveness, while frightening 
others into submission. 

All action must be non-ciolenf\ 
to life; the spiritual force of non- 
violence together with vigorous 
and prudent action, will enable, 
us to defend this land. Action 
should relate to a unifying i 
strategy: To inflict unacceptable 
economic damage on the anti- 
social corporations and indiri- 
d u a Is wh o a re dest raying our I a n d 
and tires. "Where a man’s trea- 
sure is, there also is his heart,” 
especially an exploiter! 

We call on all patriotic Amer- 
icans to resist this assault by the 
thieves and facsimile fascists who 
wrap themselves in our flag! We 
who defend Earth are the patriot 
soldiers of our time, butwedonot 
seek the overthrow of the govern- 
„ment; we will simply resist their 
loathsome deeds. 

Hands Off Our Mother! 

Hank Fonda 
Andrews, NC 

Dear Editor, 

Once a week, on my day off, I 
walk up Little Granite Creek to 
pull survey stakes and every 
week they’re already gone. There 
are more pink ribbons floating 
down the creek and hanging in 
the bushes than there are Indian 
Paintbrushes. I wish whoever’s 
beating me to the stakes would 
leave some for me and pack out 
your ribbons. They’re telltale 
evidence, but three more surveys 
and the trail will look like the 
aftermath of a homecoming 
parade. 

Death to Getty Oil 
Jackson, WY 


Dear EF!, 

I attended the RRR ’82. It 
was the most impressive play of 
human spiritual and intellectual 
potential I have ever experienc- 
ed. We are a strong group with 
an important purpose. We’ll do 
well. See you at the Blockade in 
che Gros Ventre. I’ll bring my 
friends. 

— Laurel, Oregon 


Dear EF!, 

I would like to thank Chim Blea 
for her strong stance in favor of 
vasectomies and tubal ligations. 

I have another reason for 
voluntary sterilization. If you are 
certain you’ll never reproduce, 
you owe it to your sexual 
partner(s) to burn the repro- 
ductive “bridges” behind your- 
self. 

My recent vasectomy meant 
the death of a 7 year relationship. 
I simply could not let a woman I 
loved go on thinking she could 
talk me into having a child some- 
day. 

Chim Blea was right; each 
additional child means another 
stand of timber cut, and another 
oil rig in wilderness. 

Have your tubal ligations and 
vasectomies now! 

— C.E., Jackson, WY 


Dear EF! 

As one, 26 yrs. old. unmarried 
and childless, who recently had a 
tubal ligation. I would like to 
expand on Chim Blea’s "Ques- 
tion of Babies". 

My decision to be sterilized has 
been in the making for 8 years. 
I’ve consulted many friends, 
physicians, even a few authority 
figures, and the same arguments 
against that incision decision 
have arisen time and again over 
the years. I’d like to mention 
them, shoot ’em straight to hell, 
and add further encouragement 
for sterilization of all you sex- 
ually active readers. 

The most common are; 1) "If 
folks with values like yours don’t 
have kids, who will be the E F!-ers 
(Sierra Clubbers, etc.) of the fu- 
ture?” An adopted child, I say, 
or the child of your best friend. 1 
know adopted children who 
wouldn’t touch a Coors beer if you 
paid them — values can be passed 
on seperately from genes. 

2) “It’s very difficult to adopt 
kiefe — you might not be able to.” 
Change the adoption procedure, 1 
say! We’re radicals. We (many of 
us) also have experience with 
administrative/legal procedures 
for bringing a change. Herein 
lies another chance for us to set 
this world straight, should the 
adoption procedure be crooked. 
Begin consulting your local adop- 
tion agency today. 

3) "You may find a mate who 
really wants to have children 
with you. It could cause problems 
in your relationship.” For me, the 
consciousness that inspires steril- 
ization is a basic, bottom-line 
value that must be shared with 
whomever I share my life. If he 
doesn’t understand and agree 
with my incision decision, then 
he’s lacking some of the stuff that 
constitutes my mate. This could 
apply to you, too, if you choose it 
to. 

4) "The physical risk is too 
great." This is a tough one to 
comment on, as I believe our 
bodies (such as the Earth’s body 
to whom we are connected) 
should be treated with care, if 
you are absolutely and unques- 
tionably able to use some birth 
control effectively, I admit I re- 
commend that over sterilization. 
But who is? And, most important, 

I recommend not having 
children for the reasons Chim 
Blea stated. I chose to have confi- 
dence enough in the medical 
profession to risk and sacrifice 
myself somewhat through the 
sterilization procedure rather 
than to force some as yet un- 
eonceived person to live a life of 
sacrifice in a nuclear, asphalt, 
greed-stricken world becoming 
more so. 

By the way, it cost me too damn 
much to have this surgery— 
another bourgeois process we 
must work to change. But, I’m op- 
timistic we can. 

The other afternoon I was 
bathing in a creek with my 
friend’s 5-year-old daughter. She 
noticed my scar (which for all you 
vanity-conscious EF!ers will 
surely heal and be quite 
imperceptable) and asked what it 
was for. I told her I thoughtthere 
were too many people on the 
Earth, that too much human and 
other suffering takes place and 
that by not making more she 
could have a better future, as 
could the antelope like those who 
trotted across the valley before us 
and disappeared into the 
sagebrush. I believe she under- 
stood. And I know I feel very, 
very good. 

Sincerely yours, LR, NE Oregon 



V* 


BEFORE 

I’ll tell you how my heart aches 
every time I think about how the 
great valley of California must 
have looked before . . . before 
white man came. They say there 
were grizzly bears and herds of 
antelope and elk. The grass stood 
almost as tall as a man on horse- 
back. The sloughs spread out over 
the land and the water teamed 
with life. I wish I could have seen 
it. Now houses and swimming 
pools spread out over the valley. 
Orderly rows of chemical laden 
and "genetically purified" crops 
have taken the place of the wild 
grasses. 

And how did the mountains 
look before? Enormous sugar 
pines stood side by side forever in 
the deep forest. The meadows 
grew green and beautiful with 
grass and wildflowers. The 
animals found the meadows coo 
and inviting. Now they are 
chewed and eroded. The deer shy 
away from the meadows which 
have been trampled by thecattle. 
The suites of species have 
changed. Different grasses have 
been introduced. Trees encroach 
on the meadows thanks to the 
lowering of the water table 
brought on by the stream 
channelizing and erosion caused 
by overgrazing cattle. How I 
would have loved to have seen 
what it looked like before. 

They say Hetch Hetchy Valley 
rivaled Yosemite Valley. Could it 
be? My grandfather saw it before 
it was inundated by the reser- 
voir. He tells me what it looked 
like. But oh how I wish I could see 
it myself— before. 

I wonder what Coolidge 
Meadow looked like before it was 
transformed into PG&E’s 
Wishon Reservoir. They say it 
was a beautiful valley set among 
huge granite batholiths. The 
river meandered through. And 
now, reopening and extending 
wound, they have blasted a 
tunnel over twenty feet wide 
through the granite. They just 
ripped a hole right through the 
very guts of the mountain. In my 
dreams I imagine the e^rth 
sending a seething mass of 
magma up to fill the wound. The 
Helms Project would be no more. 

I saw the last virgin stand of 
giant sugar pines. They went in 
and logged them all recently. I 
can’t describe how big and mar- 
velous these trees were. Their 
trunks were eight feet in 
diameter. They are no more. But 
at least I saw them. Is that any 
consolation? The whole forest 
used to be that way. How I wish I 
could have seen it! 

And what about McKinley 
Grove? It is a virgin grove of 
giant sequoias, a forest pri- 
meval. And they are planning tp 
log it. Even it is not the same as it 
was before white man came. 
People kept out fire which was an 
mportant part of the grove’s en- 
vironment. Yet the grove is 
virtually untouched as compared 
to the world we live in today. And 
they are going to log it. How could 
they? At least I have seen it. But 
what about those who follow me? 
I feel such pain. 

Then there is Dinkey Creek. 
My beloved river. They intend to 
damn it. I feel as if the weight of 
the damned dam is on my 
shoulders. All of it. And my heart 
is breaking. Must we kill the 
river to survive? Hell no! They 
must kill the river to make more 
money. Profits. I look into the 
deep pools in the granite. The 
river is so special. It is so 
beautiful. Dear Dinkey Creek, I 
want you to know that I am doing 
everything in my power to save 
your life. I want your waters to 
run and live — not stagnate and 
die. 


When I am at Dinkey Creek I 
can feel a special magic in the air. 
It is as if all the experiences that 
ever happened there are still in 
the air. The spirits of those who 
have been there stay. I know they 
are there; I have heard their 
voices. My voice is among them 
The feeling of all their collected 
experiences wells up inside me 
and intoxicates me with great 
joy. But knowing the planned fate 
of Dinkey Creek makes those 
spirits cry out to me and in me. 
The voices of laughing children, 
the pleasure of a eraeklingcamp- 
fire. the bark of a coyote, the song 
of a brightly colored western 
tanager. the sound of an Indian 
woman pounding acorns on 
bedrock, the full moon filtering 
through the trees and reflecting 
on the river, thesound of the wind 
in the trees, the happy content- 
ment of thousands who have been 
here — all I see and feel so vividly 
in mymind, in my heart. If the 
river is killed, where will these 
spirits go? I fear they will drown 
in the dead stagnant water. The 
pain is at my very center. 

For Dinkey Creek, now is the 
before. And to the voices of the 
past, I pledge that tomorrow will 
not be the after. 

Forest Nymph 


Dear Friends, 

Gary Snyder sent me your 
flyer. Sign me up for EARTH 
FIRST! Here’s $20 to cover air 
mail for however long it can. You 
can list me as a regional contact. 

Love of Nature! 

John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
New South Wales, Australia 


Letters to the Editor 

Letters to the editor are 
' encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space re- 
quirements. Be sure to indicate 
if you wish your name and loca- 
tion to appear. Send to PO Box 
235, Ely, NV 89301. 



BLM Wilderness and RARE II 
Coordinators Needed 

At a meeting of EF! activists 
July 4 at the RRR in Wyoming, it 
was agreed that EARTH FIRST! 
should become more involved in 
the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment’s wilderness review and in 
state RARE II wilderness bills. 
EARTH FIRSTlers in each state 
should develop their wilderness 
proposals for BLM and national 
forest lands that are larger and 
more comprehensive than those 
advocated by moderate conser- 
vation groups (Sierra Club, 
Oregon Wilderness Coalition, 
etc.). A first step in this process is 
identifying an EF!er to coordin- 
ate the project in each state. If 
you would like to be the EF! Wil- 
derness Coordinator in your 
state, contact EF! PO Box 235, 
Ely, NV 89301. We will publish 
the list of coordinators in the next 
issue of the newsletter. 


Do you wish you had seen the 
cracking of the Glen Canyon 
Damn? 

See the EARTH FIRST! 
Calendar. 
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When, where, and why was 
Bridget Bishop hung? 

See the EARTH FIRST! 
calendar. 


C eC-'A 
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It is impossible to thank all the 
great folks who made the 1982 
RRR a success, but Nagasaki 
Johnson of Jackson should be 
singled out for special thanks for 
coordinating the stage, food, 
posters, and local publicity. 

See you at the next EF! 
gathering! 


The rains diminished as Dave 
Foreman took the stage. Dave 
was in rare form. Whirling 
around the stage, stomping his 
feet, waving his arms, jumping 
high and clicking his heels, he 
bellowed out his message like a 
bull elk in the rut. The 
“Preacher” told a story of head- 
to-head combat between two 
Titans — Howie Wolkeand James 
Watt. 

In closing hisspeech, Dave pro- 
claimed. “If we lose at Little 
Granite Creek they can put holes 
in any wilderness in thecountry.” 
He vowed that preservation 
forces would win because, “We’ve 
got the guts, the moxie and the 
righteousness.” 

The Blockade 

By now the crowd was ready 
for action. Foreman invited 
everyone to form a symbolic 
human blockade across Getty’s 
proposed access road. He jumped 
off the stage and led hundreds to 
the roadway. Men. women and 
children of ail ages, from all over 
the country stood together across 
the road, some holding letters 
that spelled “GETTY GO 
HOME,” others with fists raised, 
all chanting “Getty Go Home” or 
“Earth First.” 

Then. Johnny Sagebrush led 
them in a rousing rendition of 
“Give Me That Earth First 
Religion.” 

One newspaper account stated 
that it looked like hundreds of 
people who hadn't seen the inside 
of a church in years, had truly 
been hit with religious fever. 

The blockade quietly came to 
an end after 15 minutes. The 
message had been sent "loua and 
clear” to Getty and the media. 
Pure and simple, it was — “Getty 
Go Home.” 

The rally wound down as Bob 
Greenspan sang a desert love 
song; and Johnny Sagebrush and 
the Wild Goose Band played the 
“Getty Oil Blues” and “Gonna 
Stop the Getty Road” in a hail- 
storm. (The Lithium Brothers 
appeared that night around the 
campfire.) 


On Sunday, July 4th, nearly 
one hundred EARTH FIRSTIers 
from all over the United States 
gathered in a circle on the ground 
to discuss EARTH FIRST! The 
discussion was far-flung and 
built personal connections and a 
feeling of solidarity among folks 
from Oregon to New York state. 
Consensus was reached that EF! 
should become involved in 
developing larger, more compre- 
hensive wilderness proposals and 
giving no-compromise testimony 
at hearings; and engage in non- 
violent direct action such as 
blockades to stop Earth-raping 
projects. The discussion finally 
broke up and all rose and held 
hands together in a circle for five 
minutes of silence, ended by all 
raising hands and giving a final, 
loud cheer before heading over to 
hot dogs. potato salad and corn on 
the cob (and beer). 
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California-Wide EF! Meeting 

and Protest Rally 

How to Get There 

Go to Fresno, California. 
Fresno is served by train, plane, 
bus and freeway. 

Going north on Highway 99- 
Get off on Clovis Avenue exit 
(before Fresno proper). Proceed 
north on Clovis to and through 
Clovis (about 12 miles). In the 
town of Clovis turn right onto 
Highway 168 (also known as 
Third Street). Follow Highway 
168 about 40 miles to Shaver 
Lake. Turn right on Dinkey 
Creek Road. Go about 13 miles to 
Dinkey Creek. Turn right onto 
McKinley Grove Road. Go about 
six miles. You will see giant trees 
and a sign that says McKinley 
Grove. You are now in McKinley 
Grove. 

Going south on Highway 99 — 
Get off on Herndon Avenue exit. 
Go about 13 miles east through 
north Fresno and Clovis. Turn 
left onto Highway 168 (also 
known as Tollhouse Road at this 
point). Drive about 40 miles to 
Shaver Lake. Turn right onto 
Dinkey Creek Road. Go about 13 
miles to Dinkey Creek. Turn 
right onto McKinley Grove Road. 
Go about six miles. You wil see 
giant trees and a sign that says 
McKinley Grove. You are in 
McKinley Grove. 

For further instructions or if 
you are looking for a ride from a 
bus station or airport, call 1-209- 
229-0272. Please let us know well 
in advance if you will be needing 
a ride from Fresno so that we 
have time to find you one. No 
guarantees. If you can offer a ride 
from Fresno, please let us know. 
Write to SAFE, 3771 Circle 
Drive West, Fresno, CA 93704. 

Hetch Hetchy Pilgrimage in 
Yosemite 

How to Get There 

Bay area and northern Cal- 
ifornia residents take Highway 
120 to Yosemite. (Turn off 
Highway 99 between Modesto 
and Stockton). 

Southern California residents 
take Highway 41 to Yosemite. 
(Turn off Highway 99 at Fresno). 

For those attending the Dinkey 
Creek and McKinley Grove func- 
tions on the previous day: Retrace 
route back to Highway 168 
toward Fresno and Clovis. One 
mile before entering Clovis turn 
right (west) on Herndon Avenue. 
(There is a stop sign.) Drive ap- 
proximately five miles to 
Highway 41. Turn right (north) 
and drive to Yosemite (about 2% 
hours once you reach Hwy 41). 

Get the Yosemite Park map at 
the Yosemite entrance (there is 
an entrance fee) and find your 
way to Hetch Hetchy in the north- 
west portion of the park. The turn 
off for Hetch Hetchy is near the 
Oakland Recreation Camp on 
Hwy 120. 

Where to Stay 

The Dinkey Creek Camp- 
ground is within walking dis- 
tance of the rally site at the 
McKinley Grove Road bridge 
over Dinkey Creek. Gigantea 
Campground is just past 
McKinley Grove on the McKinley 
Grove Road. Camping is per- 
mitted outside of campgrounds in 
the National Forest providing 
there are no restrictions due to 
extreme fire danger. 

At Dinkey Creek there is a 
small store. At Shaver Lake, 13 
miles west of Dinkey Creek, there 
are other stores as well as res- 
taurants and taverns. Shaver 
Lake also has campgrounds as 
well as motels. 

MOVING? 
SEND US YOUR 
ADDRESS! 


WASTING AWAY AGAIN 


If the Department of Energy 
and their clients, the giant nuke 
utility companies, have it their 
way, southeastern Utah will soon 
be the most dangerous spot on 
earth (next to the White House, of 
course). 

The intensity of the debate has 
been overshadowed by the DOE’s 
own gross negligence in follow- 
ing the guidelines of established 
environmental law; now. as 
before, the DOE is opposed to 
doing an EIS on the entire pro- 
ject, while they sink the big shaft 
next year. 

On July 9, the BLM issued a 
skimpy environmental assess- 
ment (‘environmental’ meaning 
human environment) on the 
second to the last phase of siting a 
dump in Davis Canyon, theseries 
of ten test boreholes, the EA was 
issued by James Watt’s own 
BLM. The BLM was assisted in 
this so-called study by such 
notables as Bechtel Group, Inc. 

Finding no threat of “signif- 
cant impact upon the human en- 
vironment” the BLM (in the EA) 
gave DOE the go-ahead to drill 
boreholes all over Davis Canyon 
and adjacent areas (all of which 
are close to Canyonlands Nat.’l 
Park). 

As the July 19th “go-ahead” 
date approached, there was 
markedly increased discussion 
among the resistance (the phone 
at the newsletter office here was 
ringing off the hook). 


What to See 

Dinkey Creek and McKinley 
Grove are located in the Kings 
River Ranger District, Sierra 
International Forest of Cali- 
fornia. The Sierra National 
Forest lies between Yosemite 
National park and Sequoia and 
Kings Canyon National Parks. 
The Minarets and John Muir 
Wildernesses make up the north 
and east sides of the Sierra. There 
is fine backpacking country just 
30 minutes drive from Dinkey 
Creek. 


Then, about five days before 
the DOE was to go in, Utah gov- 
ernor Matheson issued orders to 
all state agencies asking them to 
“decline to issue" any state 
permits to the DOE. Matheson 
has been asking for a full EIS on 
the proposed project before the 
DOE went any further, but the 
DOE represents big business and 
the future of the nuke industry, 
and who is this pipsqueak Utah 
governor to say they have to do 
some lousy EIS just to satisfy the 
governor and the assorted 
“kooks” in the environmental 
movement, right? 

At any rate, the governor’s 
action went into effect, thereby 
preventing the DOE from obtain- 
ing the at least nine-state permits 
it needs to begin work) destruc- 
tion. 

Undaunted, the DOE decided 
to go ahead with field testing and 
seismo work that doesn’t require 
a state permit. 

On July 20th. in anticipation of 
this, five conservation groups (in- 
cluding the Sierra Club and 
Audubon Society) filed suit 
against the BLM for breaking 
environmental law. 

This appeal, and the governor’s 
orders, are expected to block 
DOE activity for at least a month, 
maybe longer. 

Meanwhile, as all the forces of 
corporate nuclear America, in- 
cluding the American War 
Machi ne, get ready for a new tack 
in their offensive against the red 
rock canyons, vve can only watch, 
wait and devise our own 
strategies. 

—Pete Dustrud 










Rally! 


Canyonlands Nuke Dump 

On- Sept. 12, 1982, EARTH 
FIRST! will participate in a cele- 
bration of the 10th anniversary of 
Canyonlands National Park and 
a protest against the DOE’s pro- 
posed high level nuke dump next 
to the Park. 

Depending on the outcome of 
Governor Matheson’s refusal to 
issue any required state permits 
to the DOE and the length of liti- 
gation required for the lawsuit 
filed by the Utah Wilderness 
Association and other environ- 
mental groups, the DOE could be 
there with survey crews, bull- 
dozers and road graders ready to 
punch ten new test bore holes all 
over Davis and Lavendar 
Canyons: among the Anasasi 
ruins bordering the designated 
boundary of Canyonlands. Civil 
disobedience is planned. Reports 
just in from Moab indicate survey 
stakes have been removed three 
times so far, with no end in sight. 

A loose coalition of anti-dump 
groups are participating in the 
event: Salt Bed Alliance, UWA 
Utahns against the Dump. Grand 
County Concerned Citizens, The 
Ray-Dars, Six Shooter Peak Al- 
liance, the NO-GLOWS, Radon 
Daughters, the You Two 35s, and 
EF! A complete itinerary isn’t 
available as we go to press but 
Ken Sleight, Johnny Sagebrush 
and Dave Foreman will be there. 
Our man in the park. Bob 
Phillips, will be sending out a 
more complete listing in the near 
future. Contact Bob for further 
info and up-to-date happenings 
or Spurs in SLC. (See contact 
page for #’s). 

EF!ers from Utah, Colorado, 
New Mexico and Arizona are 
particularly urged to attend this 
important protest. A SW 
regional EF! meeting is planned 
as part of the event. Contact your 
local EF! contact for carpool 
information. 

-Spurs Jackson 


BC Blast! 

Early in the morningof June 7, 
members of an underground 
group named Direct Action 
placed about 100 kg. of dynamite 
around four giant substation 
reactors some 35 miles north of 
Nanaimo on Vancouver Island, 
B.C. 

At approximately 1:30 a.m., 
the dynamite went off, turning 
the substation into schrapnel, at a 
loss (to the company) of about $6 
million. 

The blast was the latest in a 
long series of protests and demon- 
strations against British Colum- 
bia Hydro. 

Hydro is owned by a bigger 
company— Crown Corporation— 
with assets of more than $7 
billion, and their projects, like 
damning rivers and flooding 
valleys, are usually met by con- 
troversy and opposition. 

As reported in BC’s Maclean’s, 
Direct Action sent a two-page 
press release- to the media follow- 
ing the blasts. The release had the 
address of Hydro as the return 
address, and read, in part: “We 
are opposed to any further de- 
velopment and to any expansion of 
the power grid which will facil- 
itate such development. We reject 
both the ecological destruction and 
the human oppression inherent in 
the industrial societies of the cor- 
porate machine in the West and 
‘the Communist machine in the 
East. ” 

In August, 1980, seven people 
defied a court injunction in front 
of bulldozers, stopping Hydro 
from clearing ground for the line. 
One of those seven who parti- 
cipated in the civil disobedience, 
Iris Griffith, said of the blast, “I 
was shocked. I can’t see any of the 
environmentalists who were 
active against Cheekye — Duns- 
muir doing this.” 

Meanwhile, Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police have been 
searching their computers for 
dynamite thefts, but acknowl- 
edge that they will have a diffi- 
cult time apprehending suspects 
because “terrorists and common 
criminals don’t usually mingle.” 


This is just one song of thirty- 
two in the enlarged 2nd edition of 
Johnny Sagebrush's Little Green 
Songbook. For the whole ball of 
wax complete with an essay on 
Neanderthals by Dave Foreman 
and a passel of hero photos of 
Johnny Sagebrush and his horse, 
Paint, just send $2.50 plus 50C 
shippingto EF!, PO Box 235, Ely, 
NV 89301. (All Little Green 
Songbooks autographed by 
Johnny.) 



Amazing Waste 

(To the proposed, nuclear waste dump) 

(Words by B.N. Koehler: 

Tune — “Amazing Grace”) 

Chorus: 

a co 

Amazing waste will kill us all 

D 

From sea to shining sea 

G G 

Give back this death to the Pentagon 

And set our people free 
Stand alone on that piece of ground 
The Island in the Sky 
Look south across to the Gibson Dome 
It makes me start to cry 

Chorus 

Speak strong, sing sweet, and hold your ground 

As long as you can stand 

Just look around, you’re not alone 

When you save the Canyonlands 

Chorus ' 
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EARTH 

FIRST! 

TRIPS 

DESOLATION CANYON 
with Seldom Seen Smith & Crew 
September 1-5, 1982 
Price: $300 per person 
We have the dates confirmed, 
the waterproof bags almost 
packed, and are eagerly awaiting 
our upcoming Earth First! Deso- 
lation and Gray Canyons fund- 
raiser float trip with veteran 
river rat Ken Sleight. Green 
River. Utah. Ken Sleight 
Expeditions has generously 
donated all proceeds to Earth 
First! 

For five days we’ll float 
through Desolation and Gray 
Canyons on the Green River, 
taking enough time to explore 
side canyons, Indian ruins and 
rock art, abandoned pioneer 
homesteads and the rapids get 
bigger and better each day. 

This trip will be limited to 
three rafts with a maximum of 
four to five people per boat. 
(You’re welcome to bring your 
own kayak, canoe, sportyak, inner 
tube or hot air balloon.) Fall is a 
particularly nice time to run Deso, 
warm, but hopefully past the 
rainy season and this year is an 
excellent funoff season. For you 
folks that haven’t done any white 
water rafting yet or those of you 
hankering to get back on the 
river — do it now — run it before the 
last free-flowing sections of the 
Green and Grand rivers are 
damned by the insidios geeks that 
seek to subjagate the last remain- 


★ Coordinating Contact: 
Tony Moore, 316 E. Spruce #2, 
Missoula, MT 59801 
(406) 728-5493 

AK — Albino Waerwulf, S.R. 
20036, Fairbanks, AK 99701 


AR - Bill Coleman, 924 N. Taylor, 

Little RoCk, AR 72203 

(501) 664-7127 

CA - Michael Bordenane, Sierra 

Assoc, for Environment, 3771 

Circle Dr., W. Fresno, CA 93704 

(209) 229-0272 

Bob and/or Jean Curry 

302 Otis St., Santa Cruz, CA 

95060 

Philip Friedman, _2300 
Ortega St., San Francisco, CA 
94122 

Rolla E. Lewis, POB 30, 
Brentwood. CA 94513 
Jean C. Gordon, 1214 B Mill 
St., San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
Tim Jeffries, 22 Claus Cir 
Fairfax, CA 
(415) 456-7433 
Bill Devall. PO Box 21. 

Areata, CA 95521 

(707) 822 : 8136 

Bart Boyer, 6874 50th St„ 

San Diego, CA 92120 

AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre, 
22 Terania St. Lismore2480 
New South Wales, Australia 



ing bits of our wilderness on land 
and in the water. The Green River 
is the true headwaters of the 
mighty Colorado and Deso and 
Gray Canyons with their towering 
1000 foot cliffs and isolated 
grandeur, is an enjoyable way to 
get a taste of it and help EF! at the 
same time. 

And for you folks that missed 
the Maze trip this is a second 
chance to partake of the 
unparalleled cuisine offered 
bv RAY’S TAVERN. GREEN 
RIVER UTAH; to wit. cheese- 
bnrjicrs, brer pork chops, beer, 
steaks, brer, and well, beer. Ray’s 
is the traditional watering hole 
for every boater to slake their 
thirst after a Deso trip; dripping 
jeans and b.o. permitted. Just 
look for the "BOATERS WEL- 
COME" sign. 

Ken Sleight Dave Foreman 
and Johnny Sagebrush will be 
the boatmen for the trip (unless 
any of you boatwomen out there 
would like to volunteer for the 
trip, Utah license req. “Capt. 
Nemo” may come along as 
sherpa. 

RESERVE YOUR SPOT 
NOW. Send to: DESO TRIP, c/o 
Capt. Nemo. P.O. Box 26211. 
SLC. UT. 801-364-3425. 

DESO FLOAT TRIP-Sept. 1- 
5. 1982, $300 per person (Beer, 
food, boats, beer, lifejackets, 
etc. provided). 


CO - Art Goodtimes, POB 1008, 
Telluride, CO 84435 
John Flippone, PO Box 1091 
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 
303-945-2075 

Steve Rauworth, 8593 Hwy. 

172, Ignacio, CO 81137 
(303) 884-9864 

Richard Ling, 1020 13th #K 
Boulder, CO 80302 
CT - R. Neil Harvey, 235 So. Park 
St., Willmantic, CT 06226 
(203) 423-2926 

FL - Dave Burkart, 3117B N.W. 
6th St.. Gainesville, FL 3260 1 

3A 

Julie Heinz, 378 Oakland Ave. 
SE, Atlanta, GA 30312 
404-525-2271 

IL - Don Johnson/ Prairie Grove 
Group, EF! 

Woodside Farm, 1841 S. River 
Rd., Des Plaines, IL 60018 
(312) 296-7960 
OR: 

Tim Byers: 

(312) 463-8045 

KS - Neil Schanker, 1221 Thurs- 
ton, Manhattan, KS 66502 
(913) 532-5866 

Daniel Dancer, Sleeping Beauty 
Ranch, Oskaloosa, KS 66066 


Jackson, Wyoming 

After the mud puddles dried, 
and the last of the people left, the 
Third Annual Round River Ren- 
dezvous was history. But things 
are just getting started here in 
Jackson. Wyoming. A crowd of 
500 can have quite an effect on a 
town of 5,000 especially if they’re 
EF!ers. 1 would like to say that 
most locals were favorably im- 
pressed. and quite a bit of enthu- 
siasm was generated as a result. 

Many local residents were not 
able to attend because the 4th of 
July is generally the busiest 
weekend of the summer. 

We will be workingon a benefit 
concert tentatively scheduled for 
early August to raise money for 
an Emergency Gros Ventre 
Defense Fund. Local organizing 
for the possibility of a blockade 
has already begun. Those inter- 
ested should contact the local EF! 
Headquarters at Box 2617, 
Jackson. WY 83001. 

At present, we haven’t ex- 
hausted legal avenues— and (as 
usual) everything is still up in the 
air. Thanks to everyone who 
helped make the Round River 
Rendezvous possible. 

Long Live the Wilderness! 

Nagasaki Johnson 


son of road show revisited 
As reported in the Litha 
Edition of EARTH FIRST! 
Newsletter, Johnny Sagebrush 
and Dave Foreman are planning 
on bringing the EARTH FIRST! 
message in song, film, tall tales, 
and speechifying to all sections of 
these United States this fall, 
winter, and spring. We are now 
trying to develop a tentative 
schedule for different regions of 
the country. A detailed memo on 
the Road Show will soon be sent to 
all EF! local contacts and groups. 
If you would be interested in 
scheduling an appearance by 
Johnny and Dave at your college 
or in your community, write: 
EARTH FIRST! Road Show, 
P.O. Box 235, Ely, NV 89301 for 
more information. (The inspiring 
film "Cracking of Glen Canyon 
Damn" will be part of the Road 
Show presentation.) 


ING 


ME - Gary Lawless, POB 186, 
Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 
Charles Ewing, RD. 1, 
Harrington, ME 04643 


MD - Leonard J. Kerpelman, 
2403 W. Rogers, Balto., MD 
91 909 

(301) 367-8855 

MI — John R. Davey, 1106 Knoll- 
wood, Kalamazoo, MI 49007 

(616) 375-8276 

MT - Tony Moore, 316 E. Spruce 
#2, Missoula, MT 59801 
(406) 728-5493 

NB - Jack Ellis, 3920 Dewey, 
Omaha, NB 68105 

NV - Jomayne R. Stevens, 65 
Vine St- Reno, NV 89503 

NJ - Bob Ludd, 246 Fawn Ridge, 
Mountainside, NJ 07092 
(201) 233-7656 (N) 624-7446 (D) 

NM - Neil Cobb, 421% Harvard 
SE. Albuquerque, NM 87106 
Tom Callanan, 815 Dunlap 
St., Sante Fe, NM 87106 
(505) 988-1382 

NY - Milton Bieber, Stevens Rd., 
RD 1, Tully, NY 13159 
(315) 696-8072 


Daring Daylight Raid 

by Nagasaki Johnson 
Jackson. WY 

In a daring daylight raid, 
vandals removed over 2% milesof 
survey stakes and threw valuable 
equipment into Little Granite 
Creek in the Gros Ventre 
Mountains of northwest Wyo- 
ming where Getty Oil Company 
plans to build a road and put an 
oil rig into a pristine wilderness. 
Getty officials estimated the 
damages at $5000.00. Officials 
have no suspects as yet but 
EARTH FIRST'.ers Dave Fore- 
man and Bart Koehler were 
questioned by Teton County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Gene Ferrin. 
Denying any involvement. 
Foreman said. “We were there 
the day this supposedly happened 
but we didn’t see any stakes. This 
is a frame. Let ’em prove it!” 
Koehler said. “The only thing 
we're guilty of is hiking up the 
trail. Apparently Getty thinks 
the Forest is their private pro- 
perty.” 

Both Foreman and Koehler 
refused to submit to polygraph 
tests. The defense attorney for the 
two advised them not to take the 
tests, adding later, “There isn’t a 
jury in the county that will 
convict the boys.” Opposition to 
the proposed well remains strong 
and Getty has tightened up 
security. 


Monkeywrench gang cal. 

Publisher seeks radical en- 
vironmental and wilderness 
dates for calendar. Especially 
Ecotage, Ecodefense, Monkey- 
wrenching and Nuke and other 
disaster dates. Also looking for 
quotes pertaining to defending 
wilderness and environment, 
civil disobedience, ecotage, etc. 
Submissions must cite source or 
include news clipping. Free copy 
of calendar to all contributors. 
Fee can be arranged for 10 or 
more submissions. 

1984 Monkey Wrench Gang 
Calendar 

Dream Garden Press 
1 199 lola Avenue 
Salt Lake City, UT 84104 


NY - Joe Onion, 189 Union St., 
Rochester, NY 14605 
(716)325-6161 

Ralph Meima, 251 Liberty 
St.. Troy, NY 12180 
(518) 272-2496 


NC - Hank Fonda, RT. 1, Box 
640B, Andrews, NC 28901 

OH - Rik Thuesen, Antioch, Yel- 
low Springs, OH 45387 OR: 

8483 Whitewood, Brecksville. 
OH 44141 

OR — Lynn Cochrane, 744 N.W. 
27_Ui, Corvallis, OR 97330 
(503) 753-6486 

Greg Morris, 2570 Jackson 
St., Eugene, OR 97405 

Laurel Rubin, 1705 Alder 
St., LaGrande, OR 97850 
(503) 963-0386 

- Lori Aschenbr.enner, 309 E. 
Logan, Enterprise, OR 97828 
(503) 426-4913 

- Eileen Key, 4815 N.E. 
Flanders, Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 236-7308 

. (Back up for Eileen Key) 
Melinda Lee, 9945 SW Trotter 
PL, Beaverton, OR 97005 
(503) 646-0132 


Little Granite Stakes 
Pulled — Again 

Jackson Hole Ncirs. July 8, 
1982— Vandals have again sabo- 
taged Getty Oil Co.’s attempt to 
survey the road leading to the 
Little Granite Creek wildcat 
wellsite. 

On Wednesday. July 7, Shel 
Codman, foreman of the crew 
designing the road into the con- 
troversial well, reported to the 
Teton County sheriffs office that 
approximately 100 stakes had 
been pulled out along approxi- 
mately I'A miles of the proposed 
six-mile access road, located 
some 14 miles southeast of 
Jackson. 

Since the surveyors had not 
been in the area since last 
Thursday, the estimated time of 
the incident ranges widely. 

This is the second time that 
stakes have been removed in the 
area. Codman reported the last 
incident on June 20, when he 
found that survey stakes had 
been removed along 2.5 miles of 
the roadway. 

“We have no witnesses and no 
suspects,” said Mike Dulaney, 
Teton County deputy sheriff in- 
vestigating the cases. Since the 
first pillaging, the sheriff’s 
department has stepped up sur- 
veillance in the area, Dulaney 
said. 


Bear Suits 

The appearance of the EF! 
grizzly at the RRR to attack Jim 
Watt was so successful that we 
decided to have our own bear 
costume— better yet, costumes— 
for future actions. Imagine the 
impact of a dozen people all in 
bear suits blocking Little Granite 
Creek from Getty Oil. Think that 
would give the issue national 
media attention? 

So, we’re asking for volunteers 
to make bear (or mountain lion, 
elk, buffalo, etc.) costumes. Can 
you sew? Can you do paper 
machd for the heads? Would you 
like to contribute money to buy 
the materials? Would you like to 
coordinate the project? Contact 
Dave Foreman in Ely. 


PA 

Lisa Jo Freeh, 233 Plymouth Rd., 
Gwynedd Valley, PA 19437 
(Philadelphia) 

TX - Rio Grande Guides’ Assoc. 
Box 57, ferlingua, TX 70852 

UT - George Nickas, 422 N. 400 
E., Logan, UT 84321 

Ken Wintch, 1101 Elm Ave., 
Provo, UT 84601 
(801) 377-2367 
Spurs Jackson 

PO Box 26221, SLC, UT 84126 
801-364-3425 

Bob Phillips, PO Box 381, Moab, 

UT 84532 

801-259-2059 


VA - Paul Bratton, Judy Price, 
POB 111 A, Deerfield, VA 24432 

WA - Randy Weeks, 1221 Bing 
St., Olympia, WA 98502 

Dan R. Brauner, E. 304 
Indiana. Spokane. WA 99207 
WV — J.R. Spruce, Box 222-A, 
R.R. l,Ridgeley,i WV 26753 
(304) 738-2212 

WY 

Nagasaki Johnson, Box 2617, 
Jackson WY 83001 
307-733-8054 


Tor more Information about EARTH FIRST! and a complimentary 
copy of our Newsletter ($10 for a subecrlptlon/elgbt issues a year), 
write EARTH FIRST!, 


USGS TOPO MAPS 

JUST $ 1.75 

Yes, we undersell the USGS! See the Snake Oil & 
Trinkets Section on Page 7 for details. 

THE EVER- E X P A N D 


EARTH FIRST! CONTACT LIST 

: 
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SNAKE OIL & TRINKETS 


EARTH FIRST! Activists 
List 

At the Round River Rendez- 
vous in Wyoming’s Little Granite 
Creek, we collected a list of 
people who would be willing to 
engage in non-violent civil dis- 
obedience (blockade, occupation) 
to stop Getty Oil's road building 
in the Gros Ventre Mountains. 
We would like to expand that list 
to include EARTH FIRSTIers 
around the country who are 
willing to engage in such action to 
protect the wilderness against 
the industrial machine. If you 
might be available for such non- 
violent action, write EF! PO Box 
235, Ely, NV 89301 with your 
name, address, and phone 
number. Tell us if you are avail- 
able on short notice and if you 
might be interested in such 
action anywhere or only in your 
local area (please specify). This 
list will be kept highly confiden- 
tial and carefully protected. 
Participants will be contacted 
directly when their help is 
needed. We are also arranging 
training for such actions with a 
highly experienced Rocky Flats 
activist. 


ATTENTION 
BUSINESS FOLKS 

The EARTH FIRST! News- 
paper is read by over 5,000 
environmental extremists, 
wilderness fanatics, and under- 
cover cops— all of whom like 
beer, sex, good food and wilder- 
ness. Advertise here and reach 
these demented souls! It’s a good 
way to donate $$ to EF! and it’s 
pretty doggone cheap. 101 a word 
for classified ads. Display rates 
sent on request. 




Lost at Round River Rendez- 
vous: Tan daypack with gear. 
Left in van from Arkansas. 
Contact N. Johnson at Box 2617, 
Jackson, WY 83001. 


Some have asked if EARTH 
FIRST! isgettingtoo commercial 
with its sales of T-shirts, bumper- 
stickers, etc. However, we feel 
that the hawking of not-so- 
tawdry goods is the most painless 
way to support the issues work of 
EF! (it beats strongarming you 
all for donations, doesn’t it?). 
Moreover, the sale of snake oil 
and trinkets is handled on a vol- 
unteer basis by a small group of 
people and operated as a separate 
business with all the “profits” 
going directly to EF!. Quite 
simply, your purchase of our stuff 


T-SHIRTS 

EARTH FIRST! T-shirt- 
EARTH FIRST! lettering with 
fist in circle. Green 100% heavy- 
weight cotton in men’s sizes (S, 
M, L, XL) $7.50. NOW 
AVAILABLE: Women’s French 
Cut green with EF! design (S, M 
L) $8. 

“Cracking of Glen Canyon 
Damn” T-shirt by artist Jim 
Stiles $7.50 in blue. (Specify if 
you want all-cotton.) Available in 
men’s sizes S, M, L, XL. Add $1 
shipping for all T-shirts (501 for 
each additional shirt over one). 
EARTH FIRST! BUMPER- 
STICKERS 


Green ink on paper. Current 
slogans: “EARTH FIRST!”, 
“Rednecks For Wilderness”, 
“Hayduke Saves”, “Rudolph the 
Red Lives”. 


LI’L GREEN SONGBOOKS 

Johnny Sagebrush’s famous 
tunes, updated, all new edition; 
new songs, new artwork, better 
cover, more pages. Just the thing 
for hanging around the campfire 
or protesting in front of the 
Interior Department. Auto- 
graphed by Johnny. $2.50 plus 
501 shipping. 

ED ABBEY BOOKS 

All autographed by Cactus Ed, 
himself, as a fundraiser for EF!. 
Get ’em while they last! 


Mon key wrench Gang, (paper) $4 
plus $1 shipping. 

Desert Solitaire, (paper) $4 plus 
$1 shipping. 


We also have hardback copies 
of Windsinger by Gary Smith 
available for $5 postage paid. 

1983 WESTERN WILDER- 
NESS CALENDAR 

With EF! imprint $6.95 plus $1 
shipping. 

MONKEYWRENCH JEWEL- 
RY 

One inch long all-metal little 
monkeywrenches for necklaces, 
earrings, etc. Punk environmen- 


is the best way to financially sup- 
port EF!’s no-compromise action 
and one of the best ways to spread 
the word about E F! (wear your T- 
shirts hiking). In the past, our 
merchandising has been on a 
rather chaotic basis but with the 
set-up of our Ely office the hand- 
ling of it will be on a more 
business-like basis. 

The sale of E F! merchandise by 
local EF! groups is a great way 
for you to raise money for your 
local activities. Write us in Ely 
for details on profit-sharing, 
fronting the stuff to you, etc. 


talism! Gold colored. $1 apiece. 
Add 251 shipping for every 6 you 
order. 

SILENT AGITATORS 

Not yet available. Please wait 
for ordering. We’ll get these off 
the presses soon! 

EARTH FIRST! BASEBALL 
HATS 

Green with EF! logo. One size 
(adjustable) fits all. $4.50 plus 
751 shipping. 

1983 EARTH FIRST! 
CALENDAR 

Never before available, this is a 
calendar to DO things by. Other 
eco-calendars are pretty pictures 
on high-gloss paper. The EARTH 
FIRST! Calendar is full of things 
to offend and delight: pictures of 
the EF.'ers in action, unusual 
drawings, inspiring quotations, 
and a dynamite collection of dates 
from history. This is the only 
calendar available that lists dates 
for every wilderness bill as well 
as dates for old Forest Service 
Wilderness, Wild, and Primitive 
Area designations. The best 
damn conservation calendar in 
the whole world! Buy several for 
Winter Solstice presents, etc. 
Will be shipped September 1. $5 
plus $1 shipping. 

USGS TOPO MAPS 

U SGS sells you their topo maps 
for $2 and most private dealers 
charge $3 or more. EF! sells them 
to you for only $1.75! To order, 
simply send us a list of maps you 
want (in alphabetical order by 
state specifying 7% or 15-minute 
quads) and a check for $1.75 each. 
Maps will be shipped directly by 
USGS to you and you should 
receive your maps only 2 weeks 
from the day you stick your order 
in the mail to us. Contact either 
USGS or EF! for state indexes. 


T-SHIRTS 

The Earth First! Newsletter is 
now soliciting original designs 
for an anti-Coors T-shirt. Artists 
are invited to send artwork for 
this contest to “T-Shirts, c/o 
Earth First! P.O. Box 235, Ely 
NV 89301. 


About EARTH FIRST! 


“Wliat?!” you say. “Another wllderness/envtronmental group? There 
are more environmental outfits than plague fleas on a New Mexico prairie 
dog! I already belong to the Sierra Club, Wilderness Society, Friends of the 
Earth, Audubon . .Why another one? Why EARTH FIRST!?” 

Because we’re different. 

• To begin with, we do not believe that it is enough to preserve our 
remaining wilderness. It is time to recreate vast areas of wilderness in all 
of America’s ecosystems; identify key areas, close roads, remove develop- 
ments, and reintroduce extirpated wildlife. 

• It is not enough to oppose the construction of new dams. It is time to free 
our shackled rivers and tear down Hetch Hetchy, Glen Canyon, New 
Melones, Tellico and other dams. 

• During the Carter Presidency, the co-option of the environmental 
movement was made complete. A major example of this was the moderate 
position of environmental groups on RARE II and their failure to sue the 
Forest Service over the grossly illegal RARE II EIS. EARTH FIRST! does not 
compromise. We set forth the pure, hard-line position of those who believe 
the Earth comes first. We are emotional, passionate, and angiy. We also 
have a sense of humor. 

• While other environmental groups are members of the American 
political establishment and essentially accept the anthropocentric 
worldview of Western Civilization, we say that the ideas and manifesta- 
tions of Western Civilization are anti-Earth, anti-woman and anti-liberty. 
We are working to develop a new biocentric paradigm: Deep Ecology. 

• Lobbying, lawsuits and research papers are fine. But they are not 
enough, EARTH FIRST! also uses confrontation, direct action and civil 
disobedience to fight for wild places. And while we do not engage in 
monkeywrenching or advocate it, we present a forum for the exchange of 
ideas on creative opposition to the juggernaut of “progress.” 

• To avoid co-option, we feel it is necessary to avoid the corporate organ- 
izational structure so readily embraced by other environmental groups. 
EARTH FIRST! is a movement, not an organization Our structure is 
anarchistic. We have no highly-paid “professional” staff. 

’ • Quite simply, EARTH FIRST! believes in wilderness for its own sake. 
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Resubscribe! 

We have certainly been lax in letting you know when your one-year subscription is up and your money is 
due again. That is about to change. Beginning with the next issue we will insert a reminder to let you 
know if it’s time to resubscribe. Many of you will fall into that category. Beat the rush. Fill out the blank 
below now (and send us money). If we don’t get some subscription money flowing in this next month, 
several of us will have to pay for the paper out of our pockets. Please help. 


Clip and send to EARTH FIRST!, PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301 

Here’s $10 or more for a re-subscription to EF! 

Here’s $10 or more for a new subscription to EF! 

Please change my address: 


Name 


Address _ 


EF! TRINKETS ORDER FORM 

Make out a check or money order to “EARTH FIRST!”, or send 
cash. Mail to: EARTH FIRST! PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301. Write 
us for details on bulk orders. 

OK, here’s $ Send me the following: 

EF! T-shirt(s), Size(s) 

EF! T-shirt(s), Women’s French Cut, Size(s) 

Glen Canyon Damn T-shirt(s), Size(s) 

Bumpersticker(s). Circled: “EF!” 

“Rednecks for Wilderness” “Hayduke. . “Rudolf” 

Li’l Green Songbook(s) 

Topo Maps . 

Monkeywrench(es) 

Western Wilderness Calendar(s) 

EARTH FIRST! Calendar(s) 


Desert Solitaire 
Monkeywrench Gang 


City 


State 


Windsinger 

EF! Baseball Cap(s) 
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Future Rendezvous 

What made you come to the, 
1982 RRR? Why didn’t you come 
and what would have made you 
come? How can the RRR be 
better organized? Would you like 
more discussion groups? On 
specific issues? What? Do you like 
having the RRR on the 4th of 
July? Should we even have a 
RRR? What are the alternatives? 
Whether you came or not, we’d 
like your input. Send it to the Ely 
address 





Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Foreman, Dave, et al., eds., Earth First! 2, no. 8 (21 September 1982). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6835 


Ah rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
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Bisti to be Stripped for Coal 

The Public Service Company of 
New Mexico is moving to full- 
scale development (destruction) 
of their state coal lease in the 
Bisti Badlands BLM Wilderness 
Study Area in northwestern New 
Mexico. Belying their progres- 
sive, socially-concerned image, 
PNM plans to begin coal strip- 
mining operations on 600 acresof 
state lands within the bizarre and 
marvelous toadstool formations, 
bright colors, wilderness, and 
extensive fossils of the Bisti in 
November. Already their sub- 
sidiary. Sunbelt Mining, has 
cleared a 3-acre pad for staging 
their industrial operations. The 
Sierra Club and other moderate 
environmental groups have 
valiantly tried to stop PNM 
through legal means but the end 
of that rope (and failure) is in 
sight. Among other rewards for 
their efforts, leaders of the Sierra 
Club and other groups in New 
Mexico have been investigated 
and harassed by an undercover 
agent of the New Mexico State 
Police, leading the Albuquerque 
Journal to editorialize: “It sounds 
like a relic from a more repres- 
sive past: State Police agents 
skulking about, gathering 
dossiers on citizens whose only 
overt act is exercising their right 
of free speech.” 


Earth First! in New Mexico is 
planning activities to protest the 
destruction of the Bisti in the 
near future. We particularly 
plan to lay the responsibility for 
PNM’s villainy on it’s President, 
Jerry Geist. who likes to portray 
himself as the wise philosopher/ 
king of public utilities in the 
United States. But he is really a 
two-faced, hypocritical, Earth- 
raping blackguard and the public 
needs to know it. A full report 
with photos on the Bisti will 
appear in the Samhain issue of 
EF!. But plans are being made 
now for action. EF.’ers in the 4 
Corners area should contact the 
EF! paper for information. 

As one New Mexican Earth 
Firstler said, "Jerry Geist will 
destroy the Bisti only if I’m 
sitting in jail.” 
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Water and Giant Sequoias 
The California Rally • 

by Forest Nymph 

The wind howled through the 
tops of the trees. Lightning 
flashed. The forest intermit- 
tently lit up like day. Early 
arrivals to the rally marveled 
beneath the protective giant se- 
quoias. By morning. August 
28th, the storm had passed and 
some 75 to 100 people had gath- 
ered for the EF! California Rally 
sponsored by Sierra Association 
for Environment (SAFE). 

People from five states— 
California, Nevada. Oregon, 
Wyoming and New Mexico— 
came to the weekend rally just 20 
miles from the geographic center 
of California in' the Sierra 
National Forest. 


Getty’s Permit to Drill Denied 

Cheyenne, Wyoming— On 
August 10, the Wyoming Oil and 
Gas Commission voted to deny 
Getty Oil’s application for a state 
permit to drill in Little Granite 
Creek. Getty and the U.S. Forest 
Service had not completed the 
final road plans, and federal 
officials had refused to testify 
before the Commission at the 
hearing. Getty can re-apply for 
the permit, but it is unlikely that 
there will be any action until 
October, at the very earliest. 
Heavy September snowstorms 
may further freeze the conflict. 

Earlier. Department of In- 
terior officials— acting under 
instructions from James G. 
Watt— decided to deny all conser- 
vation group appeals and allow 
Getty to drill mid refused to allow 
a hearing in Washington, D.C. 
Getty's many opponents stand 
ready for a court fight. 

Little Granite Creek was the 
site of the -1th of July Round River 
Rendezvous this year. RRR or- 
ganizers stated that the rally 
definitely produced a strong 
current of public opinion in de- 
fense of the Gras Ventre range, 
and boosted the spirit of the local 
conservation community in 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 

Impartial observers also have 
stated that the RRR had a lasting 
impact on decision-makers. “The 
threat of civil disobedience has 
been a thunderstorm over the 
entire issue." said one commis- 
sioner. who asked not to be iden- 
tified. "We’re not sure what those 
Earth First! folks will do if Getty 
goes up there,” he declared. 

— B.K. 


Official activities began with a 
meditative observance at the 
McKinley Grove of giant se- 
quoias. EF! joined SAFE in pro- 
testing “Forest Circus’’ plans to 
conduct a commercial timber 
sale within this virgin stand of 
giant redwoods. 

Cecelia Ostrow, singer and wil- 
derness song writer from 
Eugene. Oregon, filled the forest 
with the joy of her original songs. 
“I talk to the trees, and the trees 
talk to me.” she sang. “I know that 
trees are tall gentle beings." 
Cecelia was singing to the trees as 
well as the people. While Cecelia 
sang, the people joined hands 
around the trunk of one of the 
large sequoias, some 18 feet in 
diameter. Then everyone laid 
back on the ground with their 
heads to the base of the tree. 


Stay ort Little Granite 

Sept. 22nd, Washington. 
D.C. —The Chief of the U.S. 
Forest Service has granted a stay 
on construction of the upper 
Little Granite Creek road, in 
response to an administrative ap- 
peal filed by the Wyoming Wil- 
derness Association and the Gov- 
ernor of Wyoming. 

The stay halts any construction 
in the sensitive area until an oral 
hearing is held and a decision 
rendered, sometime in the next 
two months. However, the decree 
would allow reconstruction of the 
existing lower road and may 
allow surveying and staking of 
the upper section. The Chief 
made it clear that Getty would be 
taking a “high risk" by building 
the lower portion of the road be- 
cause there is “no guarantee that 
further approval will come after 
the appeal is decided.” 

Wilderness supporters in 
snow-bound Wyoming observed 
that the decision will effectively 
close Getty oat of the Gros Ventre 
until next summer. A W.W.A. 
spokesman expressed disap- 
pointment that Getty might be 
granted "a foot in the door” by the 
allowance of reconstruction and 
staking activities, and pledged 
that W.W.A. would never allow 
an oil rig into Little Granite 
Creek— "whether by road, heli- 
copter, or any other means.” 

Earth First! spokesman Howie 
Wolke was angered by the 
“wishy-washy, lily-livered, half- 
assed decision," he said. He stated 
that, “The Forest Service should 
close the door on this issue and 
throw Getty out of the Gros 
Ventre!” “Earth First! will con- 
tinue to defend the Gros Ventre at 
every turn, and at all costs. Long 
live the wilderness!” he said. 


Cecelia continued to sing. 

Edward Lee of Fresno, Cali- 
fornia read some of his original 
poetry written especially for 
McKinley Grove. “They rise to 
the sky, these phallic-symboled 
forever-greens,” he said. 

The natural history of the 
grove, the Forest Service plans 
for logging in McKinley Grove, 
and the effects of the implemen- 
tation of those plans on the giant 
sequoias was discussed by David 
and Melinda Van Bossuyt. Those 
assembled were taken on a short 
tour through the lower part of the 
grove where David pointed out 
the areas intended for clear- 
cutting and other applications. 
“The grove will never be the same 
if they log here,” he said. “A 

Continued pa ye 4 
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Around the Campfire 

A good rule for ecological 
success is to find an unoccupied 
niche and fill it. So too it goes with 
publications, I believe. Here at 
Earth First! we have been 
casting our eyes around the 
environmental movement and 
find that there are three publi- 
cation niches open and free for 
the taking. 

The first, of course, is that of 
radical, militant, no-comprom- 
ise environmentalism. This is the 
idea of filling out the eco- 
spectrum and it is what we have 
been trying to do these last two 
years. We will continue along this 
route. (I amplify on this idea in 
my article in this issue "An En- 
vironmental Strategy for the 
80s.") We will report on theactiv- 
ites and plans of the Earth First! 
movement nationally (oops, inter- 
nationally) and locally. We will 
present a forum for the 
discussion of issues, tactics, and 
strategy. We will continue the 
Ned Ludd column as part of this 
forum. (See this issue’s Dear Ned 
Ludd for the roadspiking idea 
that caused the flapdoodle lead- 
ing to the change in editors of 
EF!). 

Secondly, there has been no 
place for analysis, criticism, and 
debate over strategy and tactics 
of the environmental cause. 
Without self-examination it is 
difficult to grow. EF! hopes to 
provide the forum for that 
critical analysis— from both the 
militant and moderate view- 
points (we welcome criticism of 
EF! as well as of the Jackson Hole 
Committee for Irresponsible 
Sellouts). Let’s discuss our move- 
ment and its direction. Had 
EF! been around during the 
Carter years, a good topic to chew 
over would have been RARE II 
and “to sue or not to sue.” 

Finally: philosophy. Wilder- 
ness preservation and love of the 
Earth began as philosophy but 
we have become so bogged down 
with the day-to-day brushfires 
confronting us that we have neg- 
lected the philosophical founda- 
tions of our cause as well as the 
modern intellectual challenges to 
it. During my years with The 
Wilderness Society, I read only 
environmental impact state- 
ments. I fear that that is all too 
prevalent among those leading 
us. Stephen Fox’s study of John 
Muir and his legacy to the envir- 
onmental movement is the most 
important conservation book of 
our time. How many of us have 
read it? Privitization is not some 
flimflam scam hatched by Marl- 


boro men in the sagebrush of 
Nevada. It is a serious thrust 
launched by neo-conservative 
intellectuals and free-market 
economists. Who on the boards or 
staffs of the national conserva- 
tion groups have read the basic 
documents? Deep Ecology is 
the most important philosophical 
current of our time. How many of 
us are even aware of it? 

We have neglected the battle of 
the mind to the extent that, as 
Professor Bill Devall points out, 
conservation publications will 
not touch anything philosophical 
with a ten foot pole. Quite simply, 
we have not just lost the intellec- 
tual battle for conservation in 
recent years, we have not even 
fought it. The neo-conservatives 
with their economic views of the 
Earth and life have won by 
default. Environmentalists have 
not even shown up at the arena. 

That must change. Earth First! 
will present a forum for provoc- 
ative and challenging material 
on Deep Ecology and reviews of 
the other intellectual currents 
with which we must deal. We will 
discuss the history of our ideas 
and past battles we have fought. 
We can learn much from those 
before us. Closely allied to the 
philosophical is the religious. All 
of ns are religious, even atheists 
like Howie Wolke who deifies 
grizzly bears and hopes to 
become one (probably by having 
his elements assimilated into one 
up on the Mirror Plateau). EF! 
will provide space for the discus- 
sion of Earth religion in what- 
ever guise— neo-pagan, panthe- 
istic, Christian, Buddhist, 
agnostic. . .(See Mama Rue’s 
discussion of the symbolism of 
dragons in this issue.) 

There you have it It's a tall 
order but we’ll accomplish little 
by aiming low. We hope to make 
EF! required reading for anyone 
interested in the environmental 
cause, regardless of whether 
they’re radical, moderate, or 
enemy. We hope to be provocative 
and exciting. Mixed in with all of 
this will be large doses of the 
humor, passion, and irreverence 
for which we’re known. (Our in- 
vestigative piece on the sexual 
habits of Jim Watt will have to 
wait until next issue pending 
approval by our attorney.) 

On behalf of all of us involved in 
EF!, I’d like to encourage 
contributions on the above 
themes: book reviews, critical 
analyses, “think" pieces, letters, 
poetry, essays, news reports, clip- 
pings, art, cartoons, graphics, 
photos, etc. Naturally we can’t 
print everything we receive and 
we will be demanding of quality. 
We will, however, acknowledge 
your contributions. The only pay 
we can offer at this time is our 
thanks and extra copies of the 
issue in which your contribution 
appears. Oh yes. it will make my 
job a hell of a lot easier if you 
double space type whatever you 
send in. 

—DF ■ 


EDITORIAL 

The Wilderness Protection Act 

Many conservationists are all 
aglow over the strong House 
passage of the so-called Wilder- 
ness Protection Act which would 
withdraw Wilderness Areas 
from oil & gas exploration and 
leasing (see the news item in the 
Nemesis News Npt in this issue). 
This praise of a watered-down 
bill is further evidence that the 
environmental movement has 
gotten too used to scrambling 
after Wonder Bread crumbs and 
pretending they’re prime rib and 
artichoke hearts. We at Earth 
First! are not fooled by crumbs. 
And the Wilderness Protection 
Act passed by the House of 
Representatives is a crumb. 
What does it do to protect BLM 
Wilderness Study Areas? What 


“The Ethics of 
Vegetarianism” 

There are many good argu- 
ments for vegetarianism. Com- 
mercial meat is pumped full of all 
kinds of frightening gunk that no 
sane person would want ram- 
paging through her body. More- 
over, most slaughtering is done in 
a cruel and disrespectful fashion. 
It is wise not to have the respon- 
sibility of that suffering hanging 
over your head when you tuck 
into a T-bone. Some folks I know 
don’t eat meat because they don’t 
think they could kill a calf or 
chicken themselves and believe 
that it is immoral to eat meat that 
they couldn’t kill. Others boycott 
beef to protest the overgrazing 
of our public lands and the dis- 
proportionate share of political 
power cattlemen wield in the 
West. More and more of our beef 
is coming from the artificial 
pastures torn from the rain 
forests of the tropics. By eating a 
Big Yuk. you’re subsidizing the 
deforestation of the Amazon. 
Many vegetarians claim they feel 
better, lighter, and more flexible 
without meat. This may be true. 
Different people have different 
metabolisms with varying 
demands for particular 
nutrients. Your body generally 
tells you what it needs if you can 
learn to read it. Some people feel 
it is more economical (and not 
just in a greenback sense) to feed 
further down on the food chain. 

I certainly have no quarrel 
with any of these arguments and 
I believe that Americans eat too 
much meat— particularly beef. 
There are two other arguments, 
however, deriving from an 
ethical perspective which I’d like 
to examine. One is that if we 
didn’t fatten beef (or chickens, for 
that matter) on corn and other 
grains, we could export more 
grain to feed the starving masses 
of Bangladesh and Upper Volta. 
By avoiding the 10-fold loss in cal- 
ories by eating grain directly in- 
stead of feeding it to cattle which 
you then eat. there would be more 
calories to feed the hungry world. 


does it do to protect millions of 
acres of wild National Forest 
lands cavalierly dismissed by the 
illegal RARE II program? What 
does it do to save OCS lands from 
Jim Watt's lust? What does it do 
to protect Little Granite Creek in 
the Gros Ventre from Getty Oil? 

Nothing. 

The real accomplishment of the 
Wilderness Protection Act (if it 
passes the Senate where it may be 
even further compromised) will 
be to allow the power structure of 
the United States to say, “Sure, 
we’re concerned about Wilder- 
ness. See, we’ve protected it from 
big, bad Jim Watt for you.” 

The sad thing is that we could 
have a far stronger bill if the con- 
servation movement had been 
willing to ask for more, fight for 
more, and had refused to be satis- 
fied with crumbs. 


I am no ghoul. I feel sorry for the 
little kids with bloated bellies 
and soda straw arms in West 
Africa. I do not laugh at the 
hungry mother of ten in India 
grasping for a handful of rice 
from CARE. But feeding the mil- 
lions and millions on the edge of 
starvation in the Third World 
merely postpones the day of rec- 
koning. Feeding people who can’t 
feed themselves encourages them 
to breed so that there will be more 
of them in the same wretched 
boat, more of them wrecking 
greater ecological havoc in their 
pitiful efforts to eke out a living in 
their manmade wasteland. 
Exporting food is cruel. Saving 
ten million in 1982 means there 
will be twenty million in 2002. 

The other argument with 
which I must take issue is the 
simplistic belief that it is 
immoral to kill. It is wrong to eat 
animals because you must kill 
them, so it goes. But life preys on 
life. If it is immoral to kill to eat, 
then how can you walk out to your 
garden and take a gro wi ng carrot 
by its slender, green throat and 
rrip it out of the earth, out of the 
womb, the mother it has always 
known, and, as it is quivering 
naked and cold and alive in your 
hand, rip its living flesh apart 
with your teeth? It is killing 
whether it is a beef or a blue- 
berry, a quail or an artichoke 
which you eat. The argument 
that it is permissible to kill plants 
for food butnotanimalsisanthro- 
pocentric. This belief is that it is 
wrong to kill animals because 
they are closer to people, because 
they are a higher form of life. 
Plants are nice, but they really 
aren’t alive in the same sense as 
people or animals. This view- 
point is given greater clarity by 
those who will eat birds or fish but 
not mammals. This is obviously 
because mammals are closer to 
human beings and therefore it is 
more wrong to kill them, less 
wrong to kill “lower" animals. I 
know people who will noteat beef 
for “humane’ reasons but can 
drop a living lobster into boiling 
water. I’m the opposite. 


—CAT TRACKS— 
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It is this kind of anthropocen- 
trism that has gotten the world 
into the ecological horror show it 
is now in. Human beings are not 
the pinnacle of creation or evolu- 
tion or whatever. Species more 
closely related to humans are not 
“higher” than those more distant. 
A human life or the life of a cow is 
not more important, not more 
intrinsically valuable, not more 
sacred than the life of a shrimp or 
a radish or a pinto bean. (Remem- 
ber that a bean or apple is not just 
alive in itself but is the embryo of 
an entire plant.) It is not enough 
to only include mammals, or 
vertebrates, or animals in our 
ethical system. We must extend 
ethics to our dealings with plants 
as well, even to what we smugly 
call the inanimate world (rocks, 
etc.). 

It is not killing that is right or 
wrong, it is Aou> you kill your food. 
The moral differentiation is not 
that of the carnivore and the 
vegetarian. It is that of the un- 
feeling brute (and only human 
beings are brutes) with the 
mallet in the slaughterhouse and 
the worshipful, respectful hunter 
in the wilderness who thanks the 
deer for giving up his or her life. 
One can grow and harvest plants 
just as coldly and brutally as one 
can raise and slaughter animals. 
One can treat rocks with the same 
fascist arrogance with which the 
Guatamalan Colonels treat dis- 
sidents. 

Continued page S 
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Cat Tracks continued 

My ancestors have been killing 
and eating animals for well over a 
million years. When I kill or eat 
meat. I do it with respect, with 
knowledge of my place in the 
natural world. It is not evil, it is 
not cruel. It is life. What you eatis 
your decision. Please do not tell 
me that I am immoral or un^co- 
logical because I choose to eat 
animals as well as plants. 

by Chint Blea 


Letters 


Dear EF! 

This is a real hard letter to 
write. I am one of those mild- 
mannered, compromising, work- 
with-the-system Sierra Club- 
bers. Back in my college days in 
Eugene. OR. I was a hell-bent 
idealist. But after graduation I 
entered what people called the 
‘real world,' and got a job as a 
geologist. It bugged me to be in 
the Rockies exploring for miner- 
als. But I got to see some great 
country, and I figured we needed 
resources so we could have our 
nylon tents, aluminum pack 
frames and moly bicycles. And 
gas to get to those places. 

Well, I am getting sick of it all. 
All my exploration for what?? 
Waste, abuse and the great 
American BicFIic syndrome— 
non-reusable— throw-away- 
don’t-care-where-it-comes-from- 
so-long-as-I-have-it. It saw alotof 
ne’er-do-wells while I worked for 
the Forest Circus, driving their 
4x4s in alpine meadows, littering 
and not really caring. 

I figured my concern would be 
a sobering influence in the 
resource industry. But all they 
care about is the black ink. I 
though a balance could be devel- 
oped between industry and envir- 
onmental needs. Now industry is 
hell-bent on showing who’s boss 
by going after our wilderness 
areas— a meager 1% of the lower 
48’s landmass. Greed not real 
need runs the show. 

So here is my 10 bucks for EF! 
membership. I’ll still be an active 
Sierran but it is good to see some- 
body is gutsy enough to be as 
hardcore as the developers are. 
Who knows, maybe enough EF! 
newsletters will get my goat 
enough to realize in the long run 
it really must be Earth First! 
After all, you don’t rape your 
mother. Who is the real radical? 
Long may you run, 

Whatcom 

Dear EF! 

I have recently given up my two- 
year tenure as editor of the local 
Sierra Club newsletter. Sierrans 
are much too moderate in their 
approach to protecting our 
natural treasures. The Earth 
Mother has a bounty of wilder- 
ness and magnificent national 
forest lands that need and 
DEMAND immediate and 
strong protection. Unfortunately 
if we rely on the in-system nego- 
tiations that typify most well- 
known environmental groups' 
efforts with our repressive, free- 
enterprise— promoting govern- 
ment. we can only hope to lose 
that which is dear to us. Hard 
won environmental gains usually 
turn out to be compromises. We 
never gain more than we ask for, 
always less. I am tired of seeing 
our Mother Earth raped and 
ravaged. She is so defenseless in 
the short-term scheme of things. 
Our consuming society is strang- 
ling her in order to provide our- 
selves with hedonistic pleasures 
and shallow lifestyles. 

—A friend in the South 


Dear Friends, 

Never thought I’d he sending 
money to Salt Lake with any ala- 
crity. Not after leaving the town 
under cover of darkness a few' 
years back in an unlikely direc- 
tion (east), having dropped out of 
the Utah Division of Wildlife 
Resources on philosophical and 
spiritual grounds. Not after 
leaving behind the Holiday Inn- 
Airport neighborhood, the plush 
Redwood Shadows, and those 
other shadows that fall heavily 
across the Valley— those of 
Kennecott. Christ. Smith, others. 

Well anyway, here's a few 
bucks for the collection plate. Let 
me know what this "rambunc- 
tious. uncompromising group of 
environmental defenders” is up 
to. And how you get there. Much 
obliged. 

And in the meantime, tell 
Cactus Ed that Yukon Jeff says, 
"Howdy.” Tell him I’m busy pro- 
tecting a part of the North right 
now; a part of its spirit. Or doing 
so at least till I can move further 
northward, back (forward?) in 
time, or in some other necessary 
direction. Tell him I’ll see him up 
near the divide. Tell him I’ll see 
him in print One of these days. 
Flourish, 

Yukon Jeff 
New Hampshire 



Dear EF! 

A friend of mine suggested, 
after listening to me bitch about 
our country’s environmental 
policies, that I join you. I’ve 
watched the glows of Flagstaff 
and Phoenix grow every year, the 
atmospheric haze increase stead- 
ily, and a mountain sacred to the 
Hopi Indians (the San Francisco 
Peaks) defiled in the name of ski 
runs. I’m getting pissed. 

A friend in a high place 

Dear EF! 

Who are you?? Hearing strange 
rumors about activities. Please 
send info. 

Daene 

Dear EF! 

Just received the Lughnasad 
edition. I’m glad that the Ned 
Ludd column is to continue, 
di’ qui’ di yi • 

Dear EF! 

Just read of your group in the 
latest Audubon magazine. Have 
read a couple of Abbey’s books— 
on the whole agree with his views. 
I’m a low-income, retired, "old 
fogey," but I’m trying to send a 
few' bucks now- and then to people 
who are doing something. 
Anyway, here’s $10 to help you 
fellows along. 

Carlsbad, CA 

Dear EF! 

As the editor of the newsletter 
for the local Sierra Club group. I 
just want to congratulate you on a 
fine publication and add my voice 
to those who don’t want you to 
dilute the tone of Earth First!. I 
believe compromise and the poli- 
tical process are essential for 
environmental protection, but 
there are plenty of organizations 
doing that already. We desper- 
ately need radicals on the side of 
the Earth to counterbalance the 
radicals on the other side. 
Besides, after a couple of hours of 
writing letters to unsympathetic 
representatives and unrespon- 
sive companies, reading about 
some monkeywrenching can be a 
real morale booster. 

Rocky Mountains 



Dear EF! 

I’ve heard of you from three 
sources now— some media cover- 
age of your Glen Canyon Damn 
event, a letter in FOE’s Not Man 
Apart, and an article in Audubon 
—and I want to join. I’m a pro- 
fessional ecologist employed by a 
state natural resources depart- 
ment. I’m also a member of most 
of the “traditional” conservation 
groups but often get angry at 
their typically status quo ap- 
proaches and lack of balls. And at 
heart I’m a subversive. 

NFR 

Dear EF! 

How about a recommended 
reading column? This summer I 
ran into a bunch of Earth First!- 
ers in Wyoming and discovered 
they like to read— but only books 
by one author. 

There was a young redneck 
named Ted 

Who discovered his sheep 
were all dead 

He claimed t’was radiation 
But was denied compensation 
Now old fed-up Ted is all Red 
Jessie Jalapena 

NYC . .. . 

year as a grassroots organizer • ‘ 

and lobbyist for a local wilder- D *ar Efr ! . . 

ness group fighting a power com- _/ am writing to join Earth 

pany monolith. I actually felt that First!. For the record, I am a 34 

the "people" could unite and year old Vietnam veteran-who 

through the legal system stop the with his war experience 

arrogance and destruction per- primarily by embracing the 

petuated by these monsters. natural world in order to seek out 

However, I was soon “enlighten- values absolutely contrary to 

cd.” The bottom line is I have had those that drove the Vietnam 

enough of this shit. The anti-life War. I sought intimacy and sanc- 

moguls in the government and tuary with Thoreau, Murie. Leo- 

corporate elite are quite content pold. Boston, Carson, Eisley and 

with having Sierra Club, Wilder- others. Had I not found the values 

ness Society, and others follow these men and women stood fast 

the conservative middle-of-the- I may not have survived my 

road path which leads to two homecoming. My wife and I are 

losses for every gain made on members of several traditional 

behalf of the environment. So I environmental groups but 

want to become involved with clearly see the need for purpose- 

Earth First!. fu! and even revolutionary 

Stringent follower of Rudolf change now. Revolution by 

the Red means of voter participation. It 

would seem to me that there 
should be a place in Earth First’s 
activities that would assist in ig- 
niting the voter participation 
revolution. The Vietnam veteran 
community coalition is closing 
ranks here in Massachusetts in 
order to combat the use of herbi- 
cides in our state. Some success 
has been met with the use of 
direct action and direct appeal to 
state authorities and corpora- 
tions alike. 

An Ally 



letters to the Editor 

Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space re- 
quirements. Be sure to indicate 
if you wish your name and loca- 
tion to appear. Send to PO Box 
235. Ely. NV 89301. 


Dear EF! 

The articles and last several 
packages of my weird artwork 
were notonly left out of the paper, 
but these and my letters have not 
even been acknowledged. My 
work is at your service, if you 
want it Graphic art for the rag, 
art for promo items, etc., but I’m 
burned out sending envelopes full 
of work with no response or inter- 
action. Regardless, we are with 
you. 

Lone Wolf Circles 
Dear Wolf, 

We discovered that there are 
other people in the same boat as 
you. All we can say. is that we do 
ivant contributions and that we 
will reply in the future to anyone 
who sends us art or articles. (Our 
apologies to all of you out there 
with Lone Wolf s experience. Try 
again. EARTH FIRST! is under 
“new management" Next issue of 
EF! will feature Lone Wolfs 
"weird" artwork.) 

-DF 


Dear EF! 

I have recently spent over a 


Book Review 

The Tracker: The true story of 
Tom Brown, Jr. as told to 
William Jon Watkins, by Tom 
Brown Jr. (Berkeley Books. 200 
Madison Ave., New York, New 
York 10016. 1978. $5.95). 

The Search: The continuing 
story of The Tracker, by Tom 
Brown Jr. with William Owen 
(Berkeley Books, 200 Madison 
Ave, New York, New York 
10016, 1980. $5.95) 

Tom Brown. Jr., a man now' in 
his early 30s, grew to manhood in 
the New' Jersey Pine Barrens 
under the grandfatherly tutelage 
of a displaced, full-blooded 
Apache named Stalking Wolf. 
From the age of nine, Tom and 
his best friend Rick. (Stalking 
Wolfs grandson) spent most of 
their time in the Pine Barrens 
acquiring the traditional know- 
ledge and wisdom of young 
Indian braves before the white 
man changed their land and 
lives. 

Brown writes, “It amazes me, 
w hen I look back, how little of all 
that Stalking Wolf taught me 
was done in w'ords, and how 
deftly everything was done. He 
never gave me a direct answer, 
and when he had something to 
teach us. he arranged it so that it 
was something we suddenly 
needed desperately to know." For 
example, if the boys wanted to 
know the habits of the great 
horned owl, Stalking Wolf only 
answered, “go and ask the mice." 

These cryptic, riddle-like in- 
structions were really the catal- 
yst. and through the hours, days, 
weeks, years of observation their 
careful teacher was nature. With 
every plant, bird, insect, and 
mammal as subjects of study, 
they learned who eats w'hom, and 
when and how. They reconstruct- 
ed skeletons, observed how prints 
age in different kinds of soil and 
weather conditions. By watching 
animals and people move, they 
even learned to read emotions in 
the footprints. 

With eagerness the boys fol- 
lowed and absorbed the subtlest 
nuances in the constant change 
going on around them. Animals 
do not recognize the shapes of 
other animals so much as they do 
movement. If you are motionless, 
you are invisible. Finally, by 
blending the slight noise of their 
movements with the sporadic 
rustle of wind in the leaves, and 
by timing these movements with 
moments when an animal drops 
its head down to graze, they 
became “invisible" and found 
that they could move up to the 
side of a deer. Thinking that it 
was standing near a tree, the deer 
might then scratch its side by 
rubbing against their out- 
stretched fingertips. 

Tom Brown’s knowledge has 
brought him to understand whole 
systems of natural interdepen- 
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California Rally 

Continued from Page i 

timber sale in this grove will ir- 
reparably harm the sequoias." 

J.V. Henry, of SAFE in 
Fresno, told the group of plans to 
tunnel beneath the grove as a 
part of the Dinkey Creek 
"DAMN" Project. He demon- 
strated the vibrations of a 140- 
pound man while jumping up and 
down and told the crowd to ima- 
gine what the vibrations from the 
blasting of a tunnel beneath the 
grove would do. 

The rally shifted to Dinkey 
Creek justsix miles away. A huge 
banner reading “Don’t Damn 
Dinkey" was unleashed and a 
large crowd gathered on the 
rocks above the river for the 
rally. 

Michael Bordenave of SAFE 
welcomed the group and told 
everyone that it was time to get 
rowdy and let "them” know how 
we feel. “DON'T DAMN DINK- 
EY!" 

The infamous Johnny Sage- 
brush sang and played some 
lively tunes of protest accom- 
panied by a local talent from 
SAFE. Cowboy Pete. "You can 
damn Dinkey Creek, over my 
dead body." sang Johnny. 

Joe Burnhardt, founder of 
SAFE, spoke to the group about 
the origins of SAFE and how a 
few people can make a difference. 
He recited a couple of his favorite 
poems appropriate to the occas- 
ion. 

Cecelia Ostrow sang. "I will lay 
me down across the tracks where 
your bulldozers would destroy 
this land." She asked the bull- 
dozers. "Will you roll on me?” 

Edward Lee read his original 
poem to the river— -“Whose ‘fear- 
less white water dares to cascade 
on its rush, miles downhill’.” 

J.V. Henry told the group that 
if the dam w r ere builton the river, 
everyone would be under about 
125 feet of water at the rally spot. 
He spoke of the many "archeo- 
logical sites" in the area and 
about the obsidian flakes found 
on them. He held up a flake and 
asked those assembled what they 
thought that small rock would do 
in the crankcase of a D-8. 

Dave Foreman was the last to 
speak. He led 

everyone to the river where 
hands were joined across the 
water. "DON’T DAMN DINK- 
EY!” the crowd chanted, and 
sang “Give Me That Earth First! 
Religion!" 

By six o’clock. Earth First! and 
SAFE members had assembled 
at Karen Savage’s (a SAFE 
member) cabin for beans, tor- 
tillas, rice, salad, watermelon, 
and beer. California EF! meeting 
followed with a showing of the 
film "Cracking of Glen Canyon 
Damn.” Johnny Sagebrush and 
Cowboy Pete sang around the 
campfire, late into the night. 

After a night of partying and a 
morning of driving, some twenty 
Earth First!ers gathered on 
O’Shaunessey Dam in Yosemite 
National Park demanding the 
freedom of the Tuolumne River 
and Hetch Hetchy Valley. In a 
replay of the Glen Canyon Dam 
Protest, an enormous black 
plastic crack was rolled down the 
face of the dam. The event re- 
ceived television coverage. The 
wind did not cooperate. The 
crack was blown back up over the 
top of the dam, but the message 
was clear. 

Protesters listened to Cecelia 
Ostrow and Johnny Sagebrush 
each sing. J.V. Henry spoke for 
SAFE saying that O’Shaunessy 
Dam was almost exactly like the 
one intended to be built on 
Dinkey Creek. With the help of 
those assembled he listed many 
dams that need to be removed 
and water that needs to be freed. 


Dave Foreman demanded the 
removal of the dam and a plaque 
was placed next to the official 
dam brass plaques which read, 
“Designated for Destruction 
by Earth First! and SAFE, 
August 29. 1982." 

Dave said that Hetch Hetchy 
was where the environmental 
movement began. He asked that 
there be another Director of the 
National Park Service like 
Stephen Mather who would come 
to Hetch Hetchy and personally 
set the charge to blow up the dam. 

The crack was rolled down the 
face of the dam again to the 
shouts of "Free Hetch Hetchy!” 
and “Earth First!". This time the 
crack stayed. 

The California rally was a joy 
and a success. Thank you to all of 
those who helped make it happen. 
A special thanks to the artists of 
KAOS who designed handbills, 
banner, and helped engineer the 
crack. Thanks to Karen and Pete 
for the use of their place for the 
party. Thanks to the bean-and- 
beer committee for all the great 
food. 


Hetch Hetchy Hassles 
An Epilogue 

There were only five of us left 
in the parking lot— six counting 
the young, soft-spoken Park 
Ranger. After he rearranged the 
bags of aluminum cans in the 
back of his pickup for the fourth 
time he slowly came over to us— 
radio in hand. 

“Howdy. What’s going on 
here?” he asked. 

"Oh. we had a party, but it's 
over,” someone said. (There was 
no evidence of a party, or a 
“crack”). 

“Well then,” the Ranger paused 
"OK. but there are a couple of law 
enforcement people coming out 
here. Could you stay around so we 
could clear upacomplaintof van- 
dalism? I told them things were 
quiet, but they are determined to 
‘check things out.’ ” 

He shrugged his shoulders, and 
we agreed to stay, even though 
w r e’d run out of beer. Anyway, we 
talked with him, agreed that 
Hetch Hetchy should be disman- 
tled and gave him copies of the 
EF! paper and Little Green Song- 
book. 

Then the pistol-packin’ Rang- 
ers rolled in: A would-be Dick 
Tracy and his imposing lady side- 
kick. Somehow, they saw the 
“crack" in the back of Hawk’s 
van. They were going to arrest 
Hawk for obstructing justice 
unless he turned over the "crack," 
which was now "evidence." Hawk 
protested about police harass- 
ment. and finally our young 
Ranger stepped in to calm the 
situation. (He still had the song- 
book in his hand.) 

At last, we all got together to 
hash out the “problem.” Hawk 
was cleared — he was merely re- 
cycling the crack. The burden of 
proof fell upon the feisty should- 
ers of our SAFE spokesman, 
Woodpecker. Dick Tracy wanted 
to confiscate and destroy the 
“evidence." (Even though the 
folks who complained of vandal- 
ism never witnessed the “crack- 
ing”). 

But Woodpecker wouldn’t give 
an inch. 

Woodpecker : “Why can’t we 
keep the crack?" 

Dick Tracy: “We need to cite 
you for holding a public attrac- 
tion without a permitand destroy 
the crack so you won't use it again 
in the Park!” 

Woodpecker: “It cost us hard- 
earned money." 

Dick Tracy: u Sorry. We need to 
do the paper work. If I don’t get it 
done, I’ll get in trouble." 

Woodpecker: "Well, then just 
take the crack; or get yourself a 
warrant.” 


NEMESIS NEWS NET 


edited by Bart Koehler 


Update: Wyoming Wilderness 
Bill— "The Ax is Falling In The 
Senate” 

On September 15, the U.S. 
Senate, following the lead of 
Malcolm Wallop, sent a “bare- 
bones” wilderness bill to the Sen- 
ate floor. The “marked-up” piece 
of legislation showed a modest in- 
crese in acreage, but remains 
terribly inadequate. The acreage 
proposed for wilderness amounts 
to 54 of the acreage currently 
protected under Forest Service 
management (Primitive Areas, 
RARE II proposed areas. 
Further Planning areas, and the 
DuNoir Special Mgmt. Unit) and 
is less than 1/3 of the acreage 
proposed by Wyoming Conser- 
vation groups in Alternative " W.” 
The Republican-controlled 
Senate is expected to give the bill 
quick passage. 

The House of Representatives 
will be a different ballgame. 
Wyo. Congressman Dick Cheney, 
the foxy Republican "whiz-kid," 
will find tougher opposition from 
folks like John Sciberlingand Mo 
Udall, in the Democratic-con- 
trolled House. Major fights are 
expected over the DuNoir and the 
Gros Ventre. 

The bill has long way to go 
before it can become law. For- 
tunately, time is running out 
since members of Congress will 
adjourn early to campaign for re- 
election. 

One long-time Wyoming con- 
servation leader put it this way, 
“We hope that time will run out 
on the bill. And we are looking for 
a change in the political 
weather." 


Dick Tracy: “We don’t want 
trouble. We need to do the paper 
work. I’m the low man on the 
totem pole. It’s my neck out 
here. ..I’m just a wooden soldier 
on a chessboard. . .” 

While Dick Tracy and Wood- 
pecker were eyeball to eyeball, 
our young Ranger and Ranger 
Tina (who was as bored as we 
were by now) left to call their 
superior officer and then the local 
magistrate. 

Just when Dick Tracy was con- 
vincing himself (and trying to 
convince us) that he’dfcite us and 
take the “crack”— and maybe not 
throw us in jail — his Ranger part- 
ners returned. 

Tina took charge this time and 
said her superiors stated that 
Woodpecker could have the 
“crack” and that we’d "get off 
easy" with just a "warning. "(And 
“please leave"). 

As a gesture of thanks, we gave 
her a monkey wrench necklace. 
She tried hard not to smile as she 
accepted it. Dick Tracy stared at 
the monkey wrench and asked, 
“What’s that?" 

Tina was flabbergasted. 
"Haven’t you read the Monkey- 
wrench Gang by Edward 
Abbey?” 

Well, the Ranger-cops finally 
left. The rest of us were running 
several hours late. Our young 
Ranger still had his garbage to 
deal with. But he also had a 
crazy promise. 

We promised that when we dis- 
mantled Hetch-Hetchy Dam, 
we’d leave the top of the dam 
intact to serve as a footbridge 
over the liberated Tuolumne 
River. The bridge would be 
named after him. 

— B.K. 


—Washington, D.C.— The 
House has overwhelmingly 
passed the Wilderness Pro- 
tection Act — withdrawing Wil- 
derness areas and candidate 
areas from oil and gas explora- 
tion and development. The vote 
was 340-58. 


—Washington, D.C.— The 
Senate has 54 co-sponsors of 
the Wilderness Protection Act. 
Yet, despite the fact that over 
half of the members of the U.S. 
Senate are backing the measure, 
Republicans Jim McClure and 
Malcolm Wallop have been slow 
to move the bill. Wallop has final- 
ly scheduled hearings in D.C. on 
Sept. 23. McClure and Wallop 
will likely push for strong "re- 
lease” language that would open 
vast tracts of wildlands to devel- 
opment, in exchange for passage 
of the Bill. 

• Wallop may also hold the bill 
hostage until the House acts on 
the inadequate Wyoming Wilder- 
ness Bill. 

Either way, this measure is 
running out of time as Wallop 
drags his feet. 

♦Note: See EF! Editorial on this 
subject. 


— Washington, D.C. — As Con 
gress was setting James Watt 
straight, members of Green- 
peace dumped marbles in the 
lobby of the Dept, of Interior to 
protest his offshore leasing 
plans. “Watt has lost his mar- 
bles." said a spokeswoman, "We 
just wanted to return them!! 
•Note: If you have some extra 
marbles, you should mail them to 
James Watt. 


—San Antonio, Texas— Man 
leaves a suicide note blaming 
Reagan economy. Antonio 
Garza shot himself and his wife 
upon arrival in Texas, after an 
unsuccessful search for work. 
Police found bankruptcy papers 
in the car. along with the suicide 
note. Both Garza’s wallet and the 
car’s gas tank were empty. Their 
search for work began in Ohio. 


—Golden. Colorado— Coors 
to lay off 500 workers by Oct. 
1st. The layoffs will occur in 
Coors’ brewery and container 
division, the "heart of the firm’s 
operations." A Colorado Earth 
First! spokesman said, “It looks 
like the boycott of Coors is work- 
ing. The American public 
should know' that not only does 
Coors have lousy labor practices, 
continues to rape the environ- 
ment for oil and gas. supports 
Ronnie Reagan and James Watt, 
promotes their product through 
male-chauvinist commercials 
and awful songs— hut Coors beer 
is u'orse than horse piss!" 

Earth First! urged people to 
boycott Coors, and noted that 
“Boycott Coors" bumperstickers 
are now- available. EF! is also sol- 
iciting designs for an anti-Coors 
t-shirt. 

— Moab, Utah— Gov. Scott 
Mathcson put a temporary “hold” 
on the issuance of state permits 
for the Dept, of Energy’s planned 
Nuclear Waste repository adja- 
cent to Canyonland’s National 
Park. Local conservationists 
postponed their Sept. 12 rally 
until things “heat up” on the 
issue. 

•The News Net needs noteworthy 
notices. Please send news clips, 
items, cartoons, questions, etc. to 
EF!, Box 235, Ely, Nevad a 8930 1 . 


— Yellowstone National 
Park— Recently released studies 
show that Yellowstone is in 
danger of losing its grizzly bears. 
The grizzly population has 
dropped nearly 40% since the 
early 1970s. Problems cited in- 
cluded illegal killingof bears and 
reduction of habitat adjacent to 
the park due to oil and gas, 
geothermal, timbering and rec- 
reational development pressures. 
Only 30 female grizzlies remain 
in the park— the lower limit of a 
viable population. 

In a related study, researchers 
have located a lone rogue grizzlu 
holed-up in a yellow trailer south 
of Yellowstone Park. 

The hear has been seen wearing 
a backpack and drinking in the 
Cowboy Bar in Jackson. Sheriff 
Dept investigators refuse to pur- 
sue the matter, even though 
Yellowstone's female grizzlies 
have called for an all-out search. 



BLM WILDERNESS BRIEFS 


—Green River, Utah— Of 1.7 
million acres of Wilderness Study 
Areas already studied, only 
676,000 acres (less than 54) are 
likely to be recommended for wil- 
derness. Utah conservationists 
are fearful that only 1 million (or 
about 2% of Utah’s land area) will 
be recommended for wilderness 
by the BLM. Earth First! has 
called the BLM recommenda- 
tions “a disgrace.” since very 
large portions of the North Es- 
calante Canyon. Kaiparowits 
Plateau (Fifty Mile Mtn.) and 
Paria-Hackberry areas were re- 
moved from wilderness recom- 
mendations. and Mt. Pennel and 
Mt. Hillers in the Henry Moun- 
tains were completely left out. 

Major BLM areas, including 
Desolation Canyon, San Rafael 
Reef and Dark Canyon remain to 
be reviewed at a later date. jj 

— Gerlaeh, Nevada— A series j 
of alternative recommendations | 
for a large chunk of Nevada's B 
BLM wilderness study areas K 
have been floated out for public I 
review. Many alternatives em- t 
phasize minimum wilderness l 
recommendations, and leave out [ 
key wildland areas such as the 
famed Black Rock Desert. 

—Eden, Wyoming— Only 2 
areas out of 9 wilderness study 
areas in Wyoming’s Red Desert 
may be recommended for wilder- 
ness status. This action would be 
a blow to Wyoming conservation- 
ists’ push for a Red Desert Na- 
tional Conservation Area. Draft 
recommendations are due Jan. 
1983. . 
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The Largest Roadless 
Areas in the U.S. 

During the mid-1980s, Robert 
Marshall conducted a personal 
inventory of the largest remain- 
ing roadless areas in the United 
States. He found 48 forested 
areas over 300,000 acres and 29 
desert areas over 500,000 acres. 
His purpose in his inventory was 
to draw attention to the vanishing 
universe of the wilderness and 
encourage efforts toward the 
preservation of the largest and 
most important remnants of the 
American heritage. Marshall 
hoped the New York Times would 
publish his inventory and an 
accompanying article. It did not, 
nor did any other major publi- 
cation. It seems no one was inter- 
ested. The only place where I 
have found this most important 
conservation document is in the 
November 1936 issue of The 
Living Wilderness. Ignored in the 
’30s, Bob’s inventory is ignored 
today. No one knows about it. No 
one is aware of what we have lost 
in just forty years. The soul of the 
largest roadless area in America 
is drowned beneath the dead 
waters of Lake Foul. The North 
Cascades are sliced by highways, 
riams, auu **mu; oaflus fciuw 
with radioactive dust. We hope 
that looking at Bob’s inventory 
will make you cry a little bit, will 
steel you for the fight ahead. 
Earth First! will continue to re- 
print the forgotten but seminal 
works of the conservation pio- 
neers to let you know that we are 
not alone. Looking through Bob 
Marshall's papers in the Ban- 
croft Library in Berkeley, (he died 
in 1989) l felt him there and 1 
know that I'll encounter him on a 
ivilderness trail somewhere some- 
day. 

The Marshall inventory (Althea 
Dobbins compiled the map ) is the 
only complete inventory of the 
large roadless areas in the United 
States. This fall, Bart Koehler, 
Howie Wolke and I will be 
working on the “ Earth First r 
Inventory of America’s Largest 
Roadless Areas.” We plan to list 
with a brief description, eiery con- 
tiguous roadless area of 100,000 
acres or more in the United States 
outside of Alaska with a supple- 
mental list of all roadless areas 
over 25,000 acres east of the public 
land states. We are inventorying 
all lands: Forest Service, BLM, 
Park Service, Wildlife Refuge, 
Military, Indian reservations, 
state, and private. The results of 
our study will be a booklet pub- 
lished by Ned Ludd Books. We 
will be using RARE I, RARE II, 
BLM WR, NPS, & FWS infor- 
mation as well as our own 
extensive knowledge but we need 
experts in each state to help us a nd 
to review our draft. We particu- 
larly need help for Hawaii and 
Maine. The "Earth First! 
Inventory of America's Largest 
Roadless Areas” can be a major 
help in the preservation of big 
wilderness. Let us know if you can 
help. 

—Dave F oreman 


BOB MARSHALL’S 1936 INVENTORY 

MAP OF THE LARGEST ROADLESS AREAS IN THE UNITED STATES 

Compiled by Althea Dobbins 



Showing 48 Forest Rosiest Area, exceeding 300,000 acre, and 29 D«ert Roadies, Areas exceeding 500,000 acre, which are still 
inaccessible to mechanized transportation. 


TITLES AND LOCATIONS OF ROADLESS AREAS 


Name 


FOREST AREAS 
State 


Aroostock-Alagash .... 
Northern Cascade .... 

Salmon River 

High Sierra 

South Fork of Flathead 

Sclway 

Upper Yellowstone 

Upper St. John — 

Olympic 

Superior 

Wind River Mountains 

Bcartooth 

Absaroka Range 

Siskiyou 

Sawtooth - 

Sysladopsis 

San Juan 

Umpqua 

North Yoscmite 

Dead River 

High Uinta.. 

East Grey River 

Foss River 

Gila 

North Glacier 

Marble Mountains 

Moose River 

Bcchlor River 

Madison Range 

South Fork of Salmon.... 

White River 

Salmon-Trinity Alps 

Okcfcnokec 

South Yoscmite. 

Mr. Msrcy 

Cranberry-Beaver River.. 

Gros Ventre 

Goat Rocks 

South Glacier _ 


. Maine 

..Washington 
..Idaho 


..California 

Montana 


,_Idaho-Montana 

..Wyoming 

..Maine . 

..Washington 

..Minnesota 

..Wyoming 

.. Montana-Wyoming 

..Wyoming .... 

..Oregon 

..Idaho 

..Maine 

..Colorado 

..Oregon 

..California 

..Maine 

.Utah 

..Wyoming 

..Washington 

.New Mexico 

.Montana 

.California 

.New York 

.Wyoming 

.Montana-Wyoming 

.Idaho 

. Colorado 

California 

Georgia 

California 

New York 

New York 

Wyoming 

Washington 

Montana 


Acreage 

2,800,000 

2,800,000 

2,800,000 

2.300.000 
2,000,000 
2,000,000 
2,000,000 

1.300.000 

1.200.000 
1,200,000 
1,200,000 

960.000 

930.000 

830.000 

820.000 

780.000 

690.000 

640.000 

630.000 

600.000 

580.000 

560.000 

550.000 

530.000 

480.000 

440.000 

430.000 

420.000 

430.000 

410.000 

4 10,000 

410.000 

400.000 

400.000 

380.000 

380.000 

370.000 

370.000 

340.000 


Name 

40. Tonto Basin — 

41. Wallowa 

42. Eagle Cap 

43. Electric Peak 

44. Pintlar 

45. Blue River 

46. Big Horn 

47. Mission Range _ 

48. Teton Range — 


State Acreage 

Arizona 340,000 

Oregon 330,000 

Oregon 320,000 

Wyoming-Montana 320,000 

Montana 320,000 

Arizona 310,000 

..Wyoming 


— Montana ... 

Wyoming 


DESERT AREAS 


101 . 

102 . 

103. 

104. 

105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

109. 

110 . 
Ml. 
112 . 

113. 

114. 

115. 

116. 

117. 

118. 

119. 

120 . 
121 . 
122 . 

123. 

124. 

125. 

126. 

127. 

128. 
129. 


Colorado River 
Owyhee 


..Utah-Arizona 

_Idaho-Ore.-Ncvada 
..Arizona 


Grand Canyon _ 

Nevada Desert Nevada — 

Book Cliffs Utah-Colorado 

North Mohave Desert. ...California 

San Rafael Swells Utah 1 

Red Desert Wyoming 

Sevier Lake Utah 


Little Snake River Wyoming-Colorado 

Carrizozo Plains New Mexico 

North Salt Lake Desert ..Utah 

South Salt Lake Desert — Utah 

South Mohave Desert ...California 

White Sands New Mexico 

Black Mesa Arizona 

West Mohave Desert California 

Painted Desert Arizona 

Guano Lake Orcgon-Ncvada 

East Mohave Desert California 

Harqua Hala Desert Arizona 

Bill Williams River Arizona 

Kingston Range California-Nevada 

Bruncau River Idaho-Ncvada 

Cignus Peak Arizona 

South Pass Wyoming 

Sal ton Sea California 

Summer Lake Oregon — 

Monument Butte Wyoming 


310,000 

310.000 

300.000 


8.890.000 

4.130.000 

4.000. 000 

2.670.000 

2.420.000 

1.970.000 

1.930.000 

1.900.000 

1.900.000 

1.800.000 
1,800,000 

1.700.000 

1.600.000 

1.500.000 

1.200.000 
1,200,000 
1,100,000 

1 . 000 . 000 

980.000 

950.000 

740.000 

700.000 

650.000 

650.000 

620.000 
610,000 
610,000 

540.000 

540.0001 
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(Editor's Note: Kps, we have res- 
urrected Ned Ludd. Of course, 
everything in Dear Ned Ludd is 
for entertainment purposes only 
and we are sure that all of you 
readers are just as overweight, 
sedentary, and spectatorial as 
your EFl editors. Nonetheless, 
we must caution any of you with 
a wild hair up your arse not to 
ever do anything illegal (except, 
as Cactus Ed says, at night and 
with your parents’ permission).. 
Enjoy, enjoy.) 


Dear Ned, 

A modern version of the Viet- 
namese "punji stake” offers a 
simple means of closing an un- 
surfaced road. An angle-cut 
metal rod driven into the road’s 
wheel rut will puncture tires, 
while not harming people. The 
inch diameter rod, protruding 
only about three inches, is too 
blunt to penetrate a shoe sole 
under a person’s weight, while a 
heavy vehicle drives it through 
the tire. With this technique you 
can cure an ORV problem or 
make a logging or mining oper- 
ation unprofitable. By haras- 
sing a survey or exploration crew 
with these you might persuade a 
corporation not to proceed with a 
mining or drilling operation. The 
possible applications are exten- 
sive, as any exploitive enterprise 
will require roads. 

One person can buy the 
materials to close a road for 
pocket change, and they can em- 
place the stakes alone, in a very 
brief time. By not involving any- 
one else you can make sure no- 
body can rat you out; that peace 
of mind is worth more than the 
encouragement of companion- 
ship. Since the stakes can be 
driven so quickly and easily, 
'there is almost no change of being 
seen, let alone identified, if you 
exercise even minimal caution. 
There is no reason that anyone 
can not do any of. 
he/she has not previously used 
tools or bought construction 
materials, by following these 
instructions. 

Obtaining the Materials: 

Any piece of hard metal that 
can be sharpened and driven into 
the ground will work. For con- 
venience and economy, we recom- 
mend %-inch diameter steel rod 
used for concrete reinforcement, 
usually called "number four re- 
bar” in the construction trades. 

If you buy re-bar pre-cut to 
length, you will order "so many 
one-foot number-four dowels”; 
and you will have to semi- 
sharpen one end. 

If you decide to hacksaw the 
stakes from longer rods, as des- 
cribed below, the ends will be 
sharp enough: you will not have to 
buy anything but hacksaw blades 
(and the saw frame if you do not 
already own one). You want tocut 
the rods off at a sharp angle (at 
least 45 degrees) every couple of 
feet, then cut those pieces in half 
with a straight-across cut. Thus 
each stake is about a foot long, 
with one sharp end and one blunt 
end. Stakes longer than a foot are 
hard to drive deep enough in 
rocky ground; much shorter and 
they are not stable. Longer ones 
may be useful in very soft ground. 

If you buy the longer rod and 
cut it, you should keep in mind 
that re-bar is usually bought by 
contractors, in quantity, and de- 
livered to a construction site. So 
you should not call attention to 
yourself as someone who repeat- 
edly buys small quantities of re- 
bar and hacksaw blades in the 
same building-supply store 
around the area where punji- 
stakes are taking the profits out 
of some local rip-off! But re-bar is 
common, ordinary stuff, and 
nobody will have the slightest 
interest in why you want it as 
long as you don’t need a sales- 


person’s “help” figuring out what 
(and how much) to order. Order a 
length that you can transport 
easily, in a multiple of two feet. 
When you select hacksaw blades, 
get the very best, as cheap ones 
will only make a few cuts, and 
they break easily. Buy the longest 
ones you can find, in order to get a 
decent stroke; this is very im- 
portant 


DEAR NED LUDD 

"Road Spiking” 


1/4" by 3/8" 
reducer 


dimensions are INTERIOR diameters 


3/8" by 5" pipe nipple 


(DRAWING KOT TO SCALE) 


1/4" by 3/8" 
reducer 


screv in and 
„ 1/4" pipe 


cut off flush 


Field /Expedient Method of 
Cutting Stakes: 

Secure one end of the rod 
(clamping, jamming, etc.) and 
lay the free end across a crotched 
(or notched) piece of wood under 
the cut to be made, about one foot 
from the end. Grasp the free end 
in your left hand, pressing down 
and holding back against the for- 
ward/cutting stroke. Lay the 
blade alongside one of the “reten- 
tion ridges,” which run across the 
blade at a 45-degree angle. Make 
several light strokes, until the 
blade cuts into the bar enough to 
prevent slipping sideways. With 
a little practice you can cut over a 
dozen an hour in this manner. If 
you cut up a rod or two in your 
spare time you will have as many 
as you can carry by the weekend. 
Building a Jig: 

For ease, convenience, and to 
turn out more stakes in less time, 
you may want to build a jig to 
hold the rod steady and to guide 
the saw blade. Any kind of 
“miter-box” that doesn’t much 
reduce the length of stroke is 

ok ay. _ 

Using an Acetylene Torch: 

If you can obtain a torch, that is 
the fastest, easiest method of 
turning out large numbers of 
stakes. Learning how to cut (as 
distinguished from welding, or 
joining) with a torch is very easy; 
it is only necessary to learn how to 
handle the gases and equipment 
safely, and to adjust the flame. 
Someone could show you how to 
hook up and adjust the equip- 
ment in half an hour, well enough 
for you to burn off rods. A cutting 
torch would be very handy for 
other resistance activities too! If 
you buy one retail, you might con- 
sider the outfits intended for 
artists (metal sculpture) and 
hobbyists. 

Emplacing the Stakes: 

Make the “cap" show below, so 
that you can drive the stakes into 
the ground without blunting the 
sharp end. Buy two % to / inch 
galvanized pipe "reducers." one % 
by 5 inch galvanized pipe nipple, 
and one / inch nipple of any 
length (shorter the better), and 
assemble as follows. Screw the 
five inch long pipe into the large 
end of both reducers: screw the 
smaller pipe into the small end of 
either reducer; then cut it off 
flush, as shown. The reducer with 
the flush-cut nipple in it is placed 
over the sharp end of the stake 
and the reducer on the other end 
is hammered to drive the stake 
into the ground. If you simply put 
a piece of / inch pipe over the end 
of the stake and drive it in. the 
pipe end will deform very quickly 
and the stake will stick up in it 
The reducer holds its shape and 
makes this a long-lasting tool; the 
reducer on the other end prevents 
"mushrooming” from hammer- 
ing. Driving the first stake 
creates a seat (in the end that fits 
over the stake) into which suc- 
ceeding stakes should be fitted. 

—Hank' Fonda 







The Symbolism of Dragons 

Dragons Rave been getting a 
bad press for the last few cen- 
turies-even to the extent of com- 
paring them to rapacious poli- 
ticians — and I’d like to clear up a 
few points for the record. 

The denigration of the force 
symbolized by the dragon is a 
prime example of how ancient 
"goods" have been reversed into 
"evils" by generations of encul- 
turation orchestrated by those 
who believe the earth should be 
subdued in the service of man. 

The dragon (from the Greek 
drakon meaning large serpent) 
was. in earliest mythology, a 
symbol of the water which 
originally encircled the earth. In 
a Babylonian epic poem. Tiamat. 
the great salt ocean, "she who 
bore them all’’ (referring to the 
origin of life on earth), gave birth 
to the first dragons and became 
herself a dragon in order to 
punish her arrogant offspring 
who were behaving without 
much respect for the powers 
which had borne them. She was 
killed by Marduk, the hero 
granted "kingship over the entire 
universe", who shot an arrow 
down her throat, much as another 
mythological dragon was killed 
by St. George’s thrusting a lance 
down its throat. To me. there is a 
symbolic continuity between 
these symbols of earth power 
killed by men wielding weapon 
tools and the current destruction 
of earth’s life-giving power by 
modern men wielding modern 
weapon tools. While the example 
presented here portrays the 
dragon as female, male dragons 
are equally, if not more, often 
symbols of the creative fer- 
tilizing energy. In either case, the 
draconic energy is that which 
creates life and is one and the 
same with the destructive power 
of nature. The common theme, 
whether the dragon is male or 


T ^ 


EARTH RELIGION 


female and whether the myth is 
Pagan or Christian, is that of man 
triumphing over natural forces. 
An interesting contrast to these 
Western myths is the Oriental 
myth in which the hero 
approaches the dragon with 
respect, persuades it to yield up 
its wisdom, and marries its 
daughter. 

Dragons are symbols of natural 
power which, like witches 
(literally, those who seek 
wisdom), were distorted into 
symbols of evil by the hier- 
archical bureaucrats who have 
dominated Christianity since 
shortly after Jesus left the earth. 
Hierarchies, as perspicaciously 
paranoid EF!ers are aware, 
define as evil all those who deny 
or threaten their authority. Thus, 
it was necessary for those who 
wished to impose their form of 
Christianity (not necessarily 
Jesus’ teachings) as the only 
religion and assure their power 
over men’s souls, as well as their 
bodies, to redefine certain Pagan 
concepts, preempt Pagan 
holidays, and build churches over 
the foundations of Pagan 
temples. In a relatively short 
while. Pagan symbols had been 
"painted over"— a clever strate- 
gy. much simpler and more effi- 
cient than trying to "erase" time- 
honored symbology. 

There was an experiment done 
several years ago w'here 
scientists placed lenses over their 
subjects’ eyes in order to artifi- 
cially turn visual perception up- 
side-down. After a few days of 
wearing these lenses, the 
subjects’ brains compensated, 
and they were no longer aware of 
having the visual images 
changed by the lenses: they 
seemed to themselves to be seeing 


/’normally". When the lenses 
. were removed, the subjects 
suddenly found their unaided, 
natural vision made things look 
upside-down, and they again had 
to accomodate by "learning" to 
see correctly without the 
scientists’ lenses. In like fashion, 
there are many ways in which 
those who hold power and author- 
ity teach an interpretation of 
good and evil which is diametri- 
cally opposite many intuitive 
concepts. When intuition and 
enculturation disagree about 
what is right or wrong, a little 
investigation usually reveals that 
the enculturated version is based 
on the rightness of the supremacy 
of man over nature and the 
supremacy of some men over 
others (and of all men over 
women who. being associated 
with sex — the procreative 
draconic energy — were defined 
as evil for many centuries). One 
obvious example of such a 
redefinition of good and evil by 
hierarchs is the early Christian 
Crusades. I’m quite certain that 
Jesus, who never let the author- 
ities of either church or govern- 
ment tell him what to think, 
would never have accepted what 
was ordered and done by the Holy 
Crusaders as "holy". 

It is important that we 
enlighten ourselves as to how and 
why the enculturated definitions 
of good and evil came about so 
that w f e may evaluate actions 
without distorting "lenses" or 
interpretations imposed by those 
who wish to dominate. Only thus 
can we reach for the higher 
definition of moral behavior 
sought by all religious philo- 
sophies. 

"Mama Rue" 
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IS THE EPA COMING TO YOUR TOWN? 

We all know that one of Ronald Raygun'sgreatestaccomplishments 
has been tossing out the winos, psychopaths, perverts, and subversives 
in the Environmental Protection Agency and replacing them with 
chenucal company attorneys who know something about pollution. 
(No. it is a nasty rumor that EPA now means Environmental Pollution 
Agency.) Have you had the opportunity yet to thank the wonderful 
folks now running EPA for getting industry back in the black and lead 
back in our bloodstreams? If not. we have the EPA bigshots speaking 
schedule for this fall and are please to run it in EF!. Were sure that 
you need little encouragement to turn out and welcome them to your 
town! 

Our friends in EPA who are listed are: 

Anne Gorsuch— Administrator of EPA 

John Hernandez— Deputy Administrator of EPA 

Kathleen Bennett— Asst. Adm. for Air. Noise & Radiation 

Rita Lavelle Asst. Adm. for Solid Waste & Emergency Response 

(hazardous waste and Superfund) 

John Todhunter- Asst. Adm. for Pesticides & Toxic Substances 

Eric Eidsness— Asst. Adm. for Water 

John Horton— Asst. Adm. for Administation 

Joseph Cannon — Asst. Adm. for Policy & Resource'Management 

Date Official Location Group 


OCTOBER 


4-8 

Hernandez 

St. Louis. MO 

Annual Water Pollu. Control 
Federal (FWPC) 

5 

Todhunter 

Princeton, NJ 

Mobile Oil Corp. Product Safety 
and Compliance Division 

5 

Bennett 

Richmond, VA 

State Air Pollu. Control Board 

6 

Eidsness 

St. Louis. MO 

Water Pollu. Control Ass’n. 

9 

Hernandez 

Albuquerque. NMNM State University 

10 

Gorsuch 

Phoenix. AZ 

Nat’l Assn, of Water Companies 

n 

Cannon 

Las Vegas. NM 

American Mining Assn. 

13 

Gorsuch 

Seattle, WA 

Seattle Rotary Club 

19 

Todhunter 

Gaithersburg, Md American Chemical Society 

Conf. on Improving the Anal- 
ytical Chemistry/Regulatory 
Interface 

15 

Gorsuch 

Everett, WA 

Pacific N.W. Waterways Assn. 

26 

Gorsuch 

SLC, UT 

Nat’l Water Resources Assn. 


27-29 Lavelle 


Cincinnati, OH Overview of Superfund 


NOVEMBER 


i 

Todhunter 

8 

Cannon 

10 

Hernandez 

11 

Horton 

16 

Todhunter 

27- 

12/1 

Lavelle 

29- 

12/1 

Lavelle 


Hilton Head, SC So. Agricultural Chemicals 
Assn. (SACA) 



Las Vegas. NV CH2M-Hill Water Refuse 
Seminar 

Denver. CO Environmental Quality Com. 
of the Nat’l Assn. 

of Manufacturers 

Bethesda, MD OTS Conf. on Application of 
Biological Markers of Carcin- 
ogens 

Los Angeles. CA Nat’l League of Cities 
(tentative) 

Washington. DC Nat’l Conf. on Mgmtof Un- 
controlled Hazardous Waste 
Sites (tentative) 


For the Wilderness 


(Words by B.N. Koehler: 

Tune — "Your Cheatin’ Heart”) 

a c 

This timber sale will make you weep 

D O 

The soils are thin, the slopes too steep 

Q C 

The elk will hide, the moose will, too 

9 O 

This timber sale will make you blue 


This oil well rig will make you mad 
It’s such a crime, It’s so damn bad 
The bighorns will run, the bears will, too 
This oil well rig will make you blue 


Chorug: 0 a 

As we gather here on this mountalntop 
It’s time to stand— It’s time to make them stop! 


We’U stand by you— Oh, wilderness 
We’U fight the tide, we’U fight this mess 
We’ll guard your life— no matter what they do 
Oh, wilderness— we’re gonna stand by you 
Chorus . 


EARTH FIRST! LOCAL GROUPS AND CONTACTS 
If you want to become involved with other EARTH FIRSTIers in 
your area, contact one of the folks listed below. If you’d like to start a 
local group of EF! or be a local contact, contact Tony Moore 316 E 
Spruce #2 Missoula MT 59801 (406) 728-5493. 


AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
22 Terania St Lismore 2480 
New South Wales, Australia 
ALASKA 
Tom Pogson 
SR 20056 

Fairbanks. AK 99701 

ARKANSAS 

Bill Coleman 

924 N. Taylor 

Little Rock. AR 72203 

(501)664-7127 

CALIFORNIA 

Areata — Bill Devall 

POB21 

Areata, CA 95521 
(707)822-8136 

Fresno — Michael Bordenave 
Sierra Assoc, for the Environ- 
ment (SAFE) 

3771 Circle Dr 
W. Fresno, CA 93704 
(209) 229-0272 

Marin County— Tim Jeffries 

22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax, CA 94930 
(415)456-7433 
San Franscisco— Phillip 
Friedman 
2300 Ortega St 
San Francisco CA 94122 
(415) 665-0794 

San Luis Obispo — Jean C. 

Gordon 
1214 B Mill St 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
Santa Cruz — Jean 
Brochlebank C. 

425 Washington #6 

Santa Cruz. CA 95060 

(408) 426-9266 

COLORADO 

Boulder — Richard Ling 

1020 13th SK 

Durango— Steve Rauworth 
8593 Hwy 172 
Ignacio, CO 81137 
(303) 884-9864 
Glen wood Springs— John 
Flippone 
FOB 1091 

Glenwood Springs. CO 81601 
(303) 945-2075 
Telhiride— Art Goodtimes 
FOB 1008 

Telluride. CO 84435 
CONNECTICUT 
R. Neil Harvey 
235 S Park St 
Willmantic, CT 06226 
(203) 423-2926 
GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 
378 Oakland Ave SE 
Atlanta. GA 30312 
(404)525-2271 
ILLINOIS 

Prairie Grove Group EF! 

Don Johnson 
.Woodside Farm 
1841 S River Rd 
Des Plaines. IL 60018 
(312)296-7960 or 
Tim Byers 
(312) 463-8045 


This is just one song of thirty- 
two in the enlarged 2nd edition of 
Johnny Sagebrush's Little Green 
Songhook. For the whole ball of 
wax complete with an essay on 
Neanderthals by Dave Foreman 
and a passel of hero photos of 
Johnny Sagebrush and his horse. 
Paint, just send $2.50 plus 60* 
shipping to EF!. PO Box 235. Ely. 
NV 89301. (All Little Green 
Songbooks autographed by 
Johnny) 


M A t N E 

Brunswick — Gary Lawless 
POB 186 

Brunswick. ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 

Harrington— Charles Ewing 
RD 1 

Harrington, ME 04643 
MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 
2403 W Rogers 
Baltimore. MD 21209 
(301) 367-8855 
MONTANA 
Tony Moore 
316 E Spruce 42 
Missoula. MT 59801 
(406) 728-5493 
NEVADA 

Jomayne R. Stevens 

65 Vine St 

Reno, NV 89503 

NEW JERSEY 

Boh Ludd 

246 Fawn Ridge 

Mountainside, NJ 07092 

(201) 233-7656(N) 624-7446 (D) 

NEW MEXICO 

Albuquerque— Neil Cobb 

421% Harvard SE 

Albuquerque, NM 87106 

Santa Fe— Tom Callanan 

815 Dunlap St 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 

NEW YORK 

Rochester— Joe Onion 

189 Union St 

Rochester, NY 14606 

(716) 325-6161 

Troy— Ralph Meima 

251 Liberty St 

Troy, NY 12180 

(518) 272-2496 

Tully— Milton Bieber 

StfcV f n s . Bd.p jaj i x— 1 

(315) 696-8072 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Andrews— Hank Fonda 
RT 1 Box 640B 
Andrews. NC 28901 
Star— Ron & Sue Correll 
Star Farm Rt. 1 Box 78 A-l 
Star, NC 27356 

OHIO 

Rik Thuesen 

Antioch College 

Yellow Springs, OH 46387 or 

8483 Whitewood 

Brecksville, OH 44141 

OREGON 

Corvallis— Lynn Cochrane 
744 NW 27th 
Corvallis. OR 97330 
(503) 753-6486 
Eugene— Greg Morris 
2570 Jackson St 
Eugene OR 97405 
(503) 687-0085 

Portland— Eileen Kay 
4815 NE Flanders 
Portland. OR 97213 
(503)236-7308 or 
Melinda Lee 
9945 SW Trotter PI 
Beaverton, OR 97005 
(503( 646-0132 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia— Lisa Jo Freeh 
233 Plymouth Rd 
Gwynedd Valley, PA 19437 
TEXAS 

Rio Grande Guides’ Assoc. 
Box 57 

Terlingua, TX 70852 
UTAH 

1-ogan— George Nickas 
422 N 400 E 
Logan. UT 84321 
Moab— Bob Phillips 
POB 381 
Moah, UT 84532 
(801) 259-2059 


Provo— Ken Wintch 
1101 Elm Ave 
Provo, UT 84601 
(801)377-2367 * 

Sait Lake City — Spurs Jaeksot 
POB 26221 

Salt Lake City, UT 84126 
(801)355-2154 

VIRGINIA 

Paul Bratton & Judy Price 
POB 111A 
Deerfield. VA 24432 
WASHINGTON 
Olympia— Randy Weeks 
1221 Bing St 
Olympia. WA 98502 

Spokane— Dan R. Brauner 

E 304 Indiana 

Spokane, WA 99207 

W EST VIRGINIA 

J.R. Spruce 

Box 222-A 

RR 1 

Ridgeley. WV 26753 
(304) 738-2212 

WYOMING 
Nagasaki Johnson 

Box 2617 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-8054 

(NOTE TO CONTACTS: Please 
check to make sure your address is 
correct Send us your phone 
number if m don’t have it.) 


KANSAS 

Manhatten — Neil Schanker 

1221 Thurston, 

Manhatten, KS 66602 
(913) 632-5866 
Oskaloosa — Daniel Dancer 
Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa, KS 66066 


AVaiianie “ 

Spread the word about Earth 
First!. Contact us to arrange for 
extra copies of EF! to distribute 
locally. Everyone who has been 
getting extra copies of the paper 
needs to contact us and let us 
know how many copies to send 
you. (We don’t have the previous 
records.) 

Did you misplace a back issue 
of the Earth First * Neivsletter? 
Are you a recent subscriber? 
Would you like to pass around 
back issues to drum up interest in 
EF!? You’re in luck. We have a 
number of back issues beginning 
with the Dec. 21, Yule Edition. 
Here's a quick run-down on past 
articles: 

YULE Dec. 21: 1981 EF! Road 
Show overview, tree spiking, EF! 
Preserves. 

BRIGID Feb. 2: Oil and Gas 
leasing in Wilderness Areas, 
Dave Foreman’s EF! article re- 
printed from the Progressive. 
EOSTAR RITUAL Mar. 20 
Nukedump in Canyonlands. 
Mardie Murie Interview. Glen 
Canyon Damn petition, Ned 
Ludd Books— what they’re all 
about, Coors boycott. 

BELTANE May 1: Little Granite 
rig and the Gros Ventre. 
Gasquet-Orlean s (GO) Road. 
How seismic survey crews work. 
Jail: A Primer— preparing for' 
civil disobedience arrest. 

LITHA June 21: McKinley Grove 
Redwoods Threatened, 22 Things : 
to do as an EF!er. 
.LUGHNASAD Aug. 1: Pete 
Dustrud resigns as Editor. RRR' 
highlights. Rally for Redwoods I 
and proposed dam on Dinkey 
Creek, Little Granite Stakes 
Pulled— Again. 

Let us know which back issues 
you would like. Send 50C for 1st, 
Class postage for each newslet- 
ter, or appropriate 3rd Class 
jwstage for bulk orders . | 
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Kitties For Rock Mesa! 


by Cecelia Ostrow 

Kitties of the Eugene, Ore., 
area are up in arms. They have 
realized that beautiful Rock 
Mesa, the volcanic formation at 
the base of the South Sister in Ore- 
gon Cascades’ pristine Three 
Sisters’ Wilderness, may be 
turned into kitty litter for their 
little kitty boxes. 

The repercussions are awe- 
some. "We’ll give up our kitty 
litter if you’ll give up your toilet 
bowl cleaners and grill bricks.” 
declared kitty Gregg Morris of 
Kitties for Rock Mesa, an EF! 
affiliate, citing the other major 
proposed uses for the Mesa. 

So incensed are Eugene Earth 
First! kitties over the news about 
Rock Mesa, that they have taken 
to the streets. At the Lane County 
Fair, at shopping malls, and at 
public gatherings of all sorts, 
they are bringing their boxes to 
the public, passing out small 
samples of the offending kitty 
litter along with a pamphlet put 
out by Friends of Three Sisters' 
Wilderness, to dramatize the sit- 
utation. 

U.S. Pumice Corp. of Burbank, 
California plans to develop an 
open-pit mine on Rock Mesa, 
under the Mining Law of 1872. 
The battle to save the Mesa has 
raged since claims were filed in 
1960, with local groups fighting 
nobly and well, but the usurpers 
have been given a big boost by a 
1981 decision by an Interior De- 
partment judge that 670 acres of 
their claim contain sufficient 
quantities of valuable minerals to 
be valid. Concerned citizens are, 
of course, appealing. 

If their claims are ruled valid, 
U.S. Pumice can gain control of 
the land for a few dollars an acre. 


They will build a steep switch- 
back road to the Mesa, and for the 
next 10 to 20 years, their air pol- 
lution, noise, confusion, raping 
mining-machines, and heavily 
loaded trucks will destroy the 
peace and wilderness feeling of 
the entire area. 

Then, when they are done with 
the pumice. U.S. Pumice can 
turn around and sell their land. 
Who knows what they would do 
with it? Golf courses? Vacation 
homes? A D-9 Cat Convention 
Center? 

Are they serious? Yes, indeed! 
The only other structure like 
Rock Mesa perhaps anywhere in 
the world, near Mono Craters 
east of Yosemite in the Sierra 
Nevada, has been destroyed by 
U.S. Pumice already. 

We can’t let them get away 
with this! Kitties for Rock Mess, 
and local EF!ers, urge you to join 
in the fight, either by contacting 
Friends of Three Sisters for in- 
formation or financial contribu- 
tions, by contacting your Con- 
gressmen and telling them how 
you feel, or by getting in touch 
with us at Eugene Earth First! 
(best idea) for all of the above plus 
send us your imaginative 
schemes for countering this 
thing. For that, contact: 

Gregg Morris 

2670 Jackston St. 

Eugene. OR 97404 

603-687-0085 


N.E. Oregon E.F! Report: 
Eagle Cap Wilderness Under 
Freddie Attack! 

If you think oil and gas drilling, 
and mining are the only destruc- 
tive acts allowed in protected 
wilderness via loopholes in the 
Wilderness Act, I’ve got more 
bad news for you. 

The ingenious gonzos at the 
Wallowa- Whitman National 
Forest in Oregon have dreamed 
up additional heinous methods 
whereby wilderness can be crip- 
pled or destroyed and have 
spewed them out in a disgusting 
document called " The Environ- 
mental Assessment for Manage- 
ment of the Eagle Cap Wilder- 
ness.” 

The Eagle Cap is Oregon’s 
largest wilderness and encom- 
passes the Wallowa Mountains, 
some of America’s most spec- 
tacular high alpine country. The 
Eagle Cap Wilderness Plan, cur- 
rently under appeal by several 
groups, allows increased sheep 
grazing, installation of radio 
transmitters on the high peaks, 
the use of motorized/mechanized 
equipment for prospecting and 
trail maintenance, and the instal- 
lation of metal culverts within 
the Wilderness Area. 

The reasoning behind these 
proposals is unclear. Did some 
agency prophet receive a stirring 
mandate from heaven to direct 
the deflowering of the Eagle Cap 
Wilderness, or did some masked 
and sinister asshole act on whim 
to challenge the validity and 
effectiveness of the Wilderness 
Act itself? 

Whichever, it’s exciting to 
think of another 3,600 meadow 
maggots frequenting the trails 
and creeksides in the fragile gar- 
dens of the Eagle Cap. It’s a pleas- 
ure to know that the entire land- 
scape is infested with radio 
waves, that you are tied to civil- 
ization with an iron knot. And 
how aesthetic it will be to see a 
jovial mineral industry employee 
buzzing by on an ORV 
scrounging for the “big strike.”or 
to see hulking metallic structures 
along the trail just to remind us 
that technology knows no limit- 
ations and will not be restrained. 

The actual legality of these 
actions is being challenged in the 
appeals but we all know that the 
Freddies these days will gener- 
ally try to do whatever they want 
with the public domain regard- 
less of what the public wants. But 
luckily there’s more than a few of 
us Eco- Rowdies who won’t stand 
by and watch our wilderness be 
puked upon. 

—Rocky Cliffhammer 
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Oregon EF! Developing 
Wilderness Bill 
Charging that other environ- 
mental groups are compromising 
"Oregon’s National Forest! 
wilderness into toothpicks,” 
Earth Firstlers in Oregon arede-, 
veloping. a National Forest 
wilderness bill for their state. 
“We are proposing at least 6 
million acres of new National 
Forest Wilderness in Oregon,” 
said an EF! spokesperson, "As 
compared to the paltry 3.5 
million acres proposed by the 
Oregon Wilderness Coalition." 
Those wishing to help on this 
project should contact Greg 
Morris, 2570 Jackson St.. 
Eugene, OR 97405. 


Save Big Creekl 
by Tom Smith and Cecelia Ostrow 

We were out at Big Creek and 
the Oregon Coast for Labor Day 
weekend, a small but determined 
band with big signs and litera- 
ture to tell people about beautiful 
Big Creek, and about developers’ 
plans to build a big tourist resort 
at its mouth. 

Big Creek flows into the Pacific 
about midway up the Oregon 
coast, in an area heavily used by 
Roosevelt elk (often seen feeding 
within view of Highway 101). The 
stream itself has runs of salmon, 
steelhead and cutthroat trout and 
is a wild fishery. Its mouth flows 
through one of the few habitats of 
the Oregon Silverpot butterfly— 
a subspecies so affected by 
human activities that it is on the 
federal government list of threat- 
ened wildlife. 

This section of the coast has 
been protected under the Coastal 
Sub-plan of the Statewide Com- 
prehensive plan— zoning which 
prevented commercial develop- 
ment. Many people thought that 
j this would be enough to protect 
I the area’s unspoiled beauty. 

.. .UNTIL THE LANE 
COUNTY COMMISSION 
CA VED IN! 

With relatively little back- 
ground information, the Lane 
County Board of Commissioners 
gave preliminary approval to a 
commercial resort at the mouth 
of Big Creek. 

This resort— a restaurant, a 40- 
unit lodge, a trading post. 30 
single cabins and streets and 
parking lots — was turned down 
unanimously by the West Lane 
(County) Planning Commission 
in the spring of 1981, after ex- 
tensive hearings and considera- 
tion of the testimony of Fish and 
Wildlife experts, local citizens 
and the developers. 

Yet, the Lane County Board of 
Commissioners disregarded its 
own planning commission and, 
on the basis of the developers 
economic projections, has set the 
stage for re-zoning the area and 
allowing the resort. 

The owners of the adjoining 
property to the west of the pro- 
posed development have an- 
nounced intent to develop a 
portion of their eleven acres on 
the shoreline. 

So, in one quick decision the 
county government overturned a 
local decision. In doing so, it has 
undone the hopes and efforts of 
many and a process which chose 
the long-range benefits of all 
Oregonians over the short-term 
gain of a few. 

The Fight To Save Big Creek 

Local EF!ers support Friends 
of the Oregon Coast, a non-profit 
citizens’ group which was formed 
to fight this proposed resort and 
the implications of such a 
proposal. 

After presenting a thousand 
signatures to the Lane County 
Commission asking that hearings 
be reopened to hear adequate 
testimony about the development 
(and being rudely turned down) 
we filed an appeal to the Oregon 
Land Use Board of Appeals seek- 
ing a reversal of the county’s 
actions. We were denied standing 
in the case, which means, basic- 
ally, that we do not have the right 
to appeal the county's decision. 

We are continuing our case 
before the Oregon State Court of 
Appeals. We are confident we can 
win. 



The proposal to develop Big 
Creek is symbolic of what we are 
up against. It could be the begin- 
ning of the end for what we love 
about the Oregon Coast. We are 
up against Big Money and relent- 
less pressures. The only way we 
can win is to let them know we 
will not be beaten. 

Here’s How You Can Help: 

Help us let developers 
and governmental bodies 
know that large numbers of 
people want to save Big 
Creek and areas like it! 
Send your name to our 
efforts by contacting us: 
Friends of the Oregon Coa?t 
• P.O. Box 341 

Florence, OR 97439 
•Help us financially to pay 
the growing legal fees to 
fight this battle. 

•Write or call your elected 
officials (city, county, state, 
or national) and tell them 
how you feel about Big Creek 
and similar areas. 

•Send us your creative ideas! 



EF! Road Show to Hit CA 
Plans are now being made for 
the Earth First! Road Show with 
Johnny Sagebrush, Dave 
Foreman, and the Cracking of 
Glen Canyon Damn film to tour 
California this fall or winter. The 
tentative schedule includes San 
Diego, Davis, the Bay area, and 
Areata. Contact us at POB 235, 
Ely, N V 89301 to arrange for the 
EF! Road Show to come to your 
area as well. Details will be an- 
nounced in the Samhain issue 
and in a special mailer to EF!ers 
in California. We also are 
working on plans for an EF! Road 
Show tour of the South this 
winter. EF!ers down in the old 
Confederacy should contact us to 
arrange an app earance. 


Bay Area EF! Organizing 
Earth First!ers in the San 
Francisco Bay Area are organ- 
izing for several issues and activ- 
ities in their area including 
direct action opposition to the GO 
Road in the Siskiyou Mountains, 
a local protest against RARE II 
release legislation, and hosting an 
EF! Road Show appearance this 
fall or winter by Johnny Sage- 
brush and Dave Foreman in the 
Bay area. To become involved 
and to attend a potluck dinner to 
discuss plans, contact Tim 
Jeffries (415) 456-7433. 


Florida EF! 

You’ll be happy to know that 
old pathetic Florida is beginning 
to come around! On July 24 in 
Pensacola. Florida there was an 
Anti-Nuke Rally with speeches, 
buttons, beer and some good ol’ 
down-home bluegrass music. As 
the only EF!er in the area I went 
(with a Dump Watt shirt that 
got quite a few cheers!) to scream, 
yell and represent EF!. I passed 
out EF! info to some particularly 
radical looking folks and they 
said they were interested in 
learning more about our friendly 
little organization! Who knows? 
With a little help, Florida may 
yet come alive! 

—Paolo, Florida 



Australia Reports In! 

Dear Earth First! 

Good to be your first Austral- 
ian subscriber. The people 
around here share very similar 
views to yours. Hope you put me 
down as a contact in future pub- 
lications. We can always use some 
help in our rainforest struggles if 
any Earth First!ers are in the 
neighborhood. 

Spent today blockading the 
only access to Greir Scrub in our 
proposed Nightcap National 
Park. After 12 arrests last week 
for trespass, we stayed out of the 
forest today. Created a 6-hour 
traffic jam. no arrests, 10 police, 
100 of us (there was a 200 a couple 
of weeks ago). Next week demon- 
stration outside the courthouse 
when the preliminary hearings 
against the dozen arrested are 
heard. . . 

Next month up to Brisbane for 
aboriginal landrights demon- 
strations during the Common- 
wealth Games sporting events. 

Enclosed some information 
about us. 

Love of Nature! 

John Seed 

EF! State Wilderness 
Coordinators 

The following people are coor- 
dinating EF! wilderness studies 
and comments to agencies in 
their respective states. As was 
mentioned in the last issue of EF! 
it was decided at the RRR that 
Earth First! should become more 
involved in the BLM wilderness 
review and RARE II wilderness 
bills. The EF! paper will main- 
tain a file of all EF! comments so 
please send copies of your com- 
ments to us. If you’d like to coor- 
dinate BLM or Forest Service 
wilderness in your state for EF!, 
please let us know so we can list 
you. EF!ers who would like to 
help on this project should 
contact their state coordinator. 
NEVADA: Dave Foreman POB 
235, Ely, NV 89301 
NEW MEXICO: Dave Foreman 
(temporary) 

OREGON: Gregg Morris 2570 
Jackson St.. Eugene, OR 97405 
WYOMING: Howie Wolke, Box 
2348. Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 

UTAH: Bart Koehler, Box 235, 
Ely. NV 89301 

IDAHO: Dave Foreman/B. 
Koehler, Box 235, Ely, NV 
89301 


Note to Local EF! Contacts 

Send us reports of your activ- 
ities. issues, updates, and 
announcements of EF! 
meetings in your area. This is 
your space in EF! Use it! 
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EARTH 

FIRST! 

TRIPS 

Sonoran Desert Backpack 

Since a long, cold winter is in 
sight, Earth First! is planning a 
winter fund-raising backpack 
trip to the warm Sonoran Desert 
during the Christmas/New 
Year’s holidays. Exact dates and 
the location are just being 
planned now. but possible sites 
include: Cabeza Prieta & Kofa 
Game Ranges in Arizona, the 
Sonoran (Mexico) Coast, the 
Pinacate Desert, or Baja CA. 
Costs will run $300 per person for 
eight days and we will supply all 
food and beer. Proceeds will, of 
course, go to fund EF! activities. 
Trip leaders will be Bart Koehler 
and Dave Foreman. Details will 
be announced in the Samhain 
(Nov. 1) issue of £7-7 but write us 
now if you are interested with 
your preference for location. By 
the end of December you’re going 
to want to escape the snow for a 
week under the Sonoran sun. In 
March of 1983, tfFYwill host a Rio 
Grande float trip in the Big Bend 
country of Texas for about $350 
for eight days. Details will be 
announced in the Yule issue of 
EF!. 





FOREMAN BIDS FOR 
NAT’L SIERRA CLUB BOARD 

He’s been talking about this for 3. Budgeting 1.8 million 
a long time. Nou\ it’s official, dollars for the new S.C. catalog 
Dave Foreman is seeking and mailorder store, as Foreman 
nomination and election to the put it, “Sucks.” 

Sierra Club National Board of 4. S.C. should have a stronger 
Directors. commitment to political activity. 

What better way to put some Foreman’s background 
backbone into that outfit? What includes: 

better way to re-align its prior- —Southwest Rep. The Wilder- 
ities in a progressive step back- ness Society 
ward to the fighting vision of —Washington lobbying coor- 
John Muir? dinator. The Wilderness 

Only a few people are crazy Society 
enough to run for the position. —Vice-Chair. Rio Grande Chap- 
Fewer still have as much exper- ter Sierra Club 
tise and experience in the realm —Chair. New Mexico Wilderness 
of earth defense. Study Committee 

Foreman is ready, willing and —Board of Trustees, New Mexico , 
able. But. you may ask. does he Nature Conservancy 
have appeal? You bet your en- —Founder, American Rivers 
graved Sierra Cup he does! Conservation Council 

Dave can eat plain yoghurt —New Mexico Chair. Conser- 
with one hand and raw steak with vationists for Carter 

the other. He's been from a —Founder, Earth First! 

Marine Corps brig to the beaches —Editor, EF! journal 
of Topolobampo. Mexico. He's * Important Details* 

petted a rattlesnake, and has To qualify for nomination, 
shaken Ronald Reagan's hand. Foreman needs 200 signatures. 
He’s a hard-ass and an old softie, Only Sierra Club members cam 
and his mother still loves him. sign. 

Here’s a sampling of his plat- For petitions and a write-up on 
form: Dave contact: 

1. Sierra Club should take a B. Koehler, campaign 
more militant stand on environ- chairman 

mental issues. Box 891 

2. More of the S.C. budget Ely, Nevada 89801 

should go to the Conservation * Please return signed petitions to 
Department, (especially more the above address by DEC. 10, 
Assistant Regional Reps.) and to 1982. 
chapters and groups for con- 
servation work. 


Photo* b.v Pelf Duxtrurl 


SNAKE OIL 6 TRINKETS 

Some have asked if EARTH FIRST! is getting too commercial with its sales of T-shirts, bumperstickers, etc. However, we feel that the 
hawking of not-so-tawdry goods is the most painless way to support the issues work of EF! (it sure beats strongarming you all for 
donations, doesn't it?). Moreover, the sale of snake oil and trinkets is handled on a volunteer basis by asmall groupof people and operated 
as a separate business with all the “profits" going directly to EF!. Quite simply, your purchase of our stuff is the best way to financially 
support EF!'s no-compromise action and one of the best w ays to spread the word about EF! (wear your T-shirts hiking). In the past, our 
merchandising has been on a rather chaotic basis but with the set-up of our Ely office the handling of it will be on a more business-like 
basis. 

The sale of E F! merchandise by local E F! groups is a great way for you to raise money for your local activities. Write us in Ely for details 
on profit-sharing, fronting the stuff to you, etc. 


1983 Earth First! Calendar 

This is just one of fifty-two 
weeks in the 1983 Earth First! 
Calendar. The entire calendar 
includes nearly 1000 annotated 
■conservation, natural, Luddite, 
radical, and gonzo dates; nearly 
100 environmental and anarchist 
quotations; one dozen inspiring 
black & white photos of Earth 
First' in action (Glen Canyon 
Damn Crack. Gros Ventre Rally, 
etc.), a listing of every Wilder- 
ness bill and every designated 
Wilderness Area (with dates), 
Jim Stiles’ Cracked Glen Canyon 
Damn and Bill Turk’s Defend the 
Wilderness on the front and back 
covers; not to mention lots of 
great graphics for the Earth 
Holidays (Full Moons and 
Sabbats) by Karen Tanner. All 
this for just five dollars! All pro- 
ceeds of course go to support the 
activities of Earth First!. Order 
yours now. Buy ’em for Winter 
Solstice presents! 


The 1983 Western Wilderness Calendar 
A twelve-month full-color environmental 
wilderness calendar featuring the writings of 
Edward Abbey. Barry Lopez. Wallace Stegner. 
Ann Zwi iger. John Nichols. Frank Waters, 
Lawrence Clark Powell and other noted western 
wilderness authors. An attempt will again be 
made to interprete their writings through 
extracting quotes, annotation and illustration, 
new and obscure dates and events and full-color 
photographs by some of the best wilderness 
photographers today; Philip Hyde. David 
Muench. Tom Till. David Sumner, John Telford 
and a host of newcomers to round out the 1983 
Western Wilderness Calendar. 



THE 1983 WESTERN WILDERNESS CALENDAR 


I 1808 Luddites riot 

y 

1887 Robinson Jeffers 

11 

12 

13 

New Moon - t 

M 

15 

"Get it right. I’m not a 
humanitarian. I’m a hell- 
raiser." 

-Mother Jones 

‘‘Each biotic province needs 
its own wilderness.” 

-AJdo Leopold 

1887 Aldo Leopold 

1897 Bt rnard DeVoto 

1908 Grand Canyon. NM. AZ 
1963 Forest Service excises 
Magruder Corridor from 
Sel way- Bitterroot Wilder- 
ness. ID 

1887 Jack London 

1932 West Elk PA. CO 

1960 San Jacinto Wild Area. 
CA* 

"Those who see any differ- 
ence between soul and body 
have neither." 

•Oscar Wilde 

1922 Emerson Hough in 
Saturday Evening Pmt pro- 
poses preservation of Kaibab 
Plateau. AZ. as wilderness 

1812 Luddites organize in 
Leeds. Yorkshire 

1919 30’ high flood of molas- 
ses drowns 21 in Boston 

1953 Forest Service excises 
150.000 acres from Gila Wil- 
derness, NM 
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IMPORTANT SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 
As your new editors, we have been trying to sort out the chaos of the 
Earth First! subscription list (anarchy, is one thing, but chaos is 
somethin’ else again!). We finally see the light at the end of the tunnel 
and hope that by our next issue all will be running as smoothly as a 
healthy pronghorn. Please take the time to look at your mailing label 
right now. It should have a code on it indicating the month and year 
your subscription expires. 11-2 means that it expires in November of 
1982 and that will be your last issue unless you renew. Because little 
has been done in the past to let you know when to renew, many of you 
will have expiration dates before 1 1-2 (our next issue) and for some of 
you we have no record of subscription payment (your label will have no 
date code). However, we are sending everyone on our mailing list the 
issue in your hands and the November 1 (Samhain) 1982 issue. If your 
subscription expires on or before 11-2 or we have no record of your 
payment. November will be your last issue unless you re-subscribe— 
which we certainly encourage you to do! There are other codes for. 
some people: L-life; P-press; X -exchange. Ifyoudisagree with the code 
(or lack of code) on your label, please let us know immediately. We will 
take your word if you disagree with the information we have. Also I 
please be sure we have your correct address (check zip code, too), spell 
your name correctly, and that you are not receiving duplicate copies of 
EF!. Please let us know immediately when you move so we can change 
your address. To save money, we are not having papers returned any 
| longer if you have moved. Finally, if you’re broke right now and want 
to continue to receive the paper, send us what you can. We're a soft 
I touch. Beginning with the Nov. 1 issue, we will insert a notice in your 
copy of EF! if your subscription is up. THANKS! 




ABOUT EARTH FIRST! 

There are two Earth Firsts. One is the grassroots movement without structure, heirarchy. organization, 
or bureaucracy. The other is Earth First!: The Radical Environmental Journal which you hold in your 
hands. EF!, the paper, is an independent entity within the broad EF! movement and is designed toactasa 
communications medium for radical environmentalists. This way the EARTH FIRST! movementdoes not 
have to deal with the legal system or the burdens of organization. This arrangement is our solution to the 
problem of an anarchist group. The editorial policy of EF!, the publication, is set by The Circle, a group of 
thirteen active Earth First!ers around the country. They oversee our operation on a volunteer basis. Your 
subscription money, purchases of EF! snake oil & trinkets, and contributions fund the publishing of this 
paper. All additional money (“profit”) will be granted to various aspects of the EF! movement to aid in our 
cause to preserve the green beauty and diversity of our Mother Earth. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 


Clip and send to EARTH FIRST!, PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301 

Here’s $10 or more for a one-year subscription to EF! 

Here’s $10 or more to re-subscribe to EF! 

Please send a gift subscription to the name below. Here’s $10 or more. 

I’m broke. All I can give you now is 

Please change my address 


T-SHIRTS 

EARTH FIRST! Kelly green 
with white Earth First! logo. 
100% heavyweight cotton in 
men’s sizes (S, M. Lg, XLg) $7.50 
NOW AVAILABLE: Women’s 
French Cut green with EF! 
design (S, M, L) $8 
THE CRACKING OF GLEN 
CANYON DAMN Jim Stiles’ 
famous drawing of Glen Canyon 
Damn. Light blue in men’s sizes 
(S. M. Lg. XLg) $7.50 (Specify if 
you want all-cotton) 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS 
Drawing by Bill Turk— A fist 
clenching a monkey wrench. En- 
titled “Defend the Wilderness.” 
Black with silver design in 100% 
cotton. Men’s sizes (S, M, Lg, 
XLg) $7.50 

Fuck Bechtel You all know 
about the Bechtel Corporation 
(world’s largest construction 
firm, corporate home of Cap 
Weinberger and George 
Schultz). Now tell the world how 
you feel. Our two-color design is a 
takeoff on the Bechtel logo 
(slogan over the- globe). The 
ultimate Earth lover’s t-shirt! 
$7.50. Add $1 shipping for all 
shirts (50? for each additional 
shirt). 

BUMPERSTICKERS 
Long lasting vinyl— White 
with green ink. Current slogans: 
“Earth First!”; “Rednecks for 
Wilderness”; “Drill Watt. Not 
Wilderness”; “Hayduke Saves”; 
"Boycott Coors Beer”; “Damn 
Watt, Not Rivers.” $1 each— add 
25? postage for each group of two. 

Paper stickers— White with 
green ink. Current slogans: 
"Hayduke Saves"; Rudolph the 
Red Lives”. 50? each— 25? 
postage for each group of two. 

1983 WESTERN WILDER- 
NESS CALENDAR 

With EF! imprint $6.95 plus $1 
shipping. 

MONKEYWRENCH JEWEL- 
RY 

One inch long all-metal little 
monkey wrenches for necklaces, 
earrings, etc. Punk environmen- 
talism! Gold colored. $1 apiece. 
Add 25? shipping for every 6 you 
order. 


USGS TOPO MAPS 
USGS sells you their topo maps 
for $2 and most private dealers 
charge $3 or more. E F! sells them 
to you for only $1.75! To order, 
simply send us a list of maps you 
want (in alphabetical order by 
state specifying 7 % or 15-minute 
quads) and a check for $1.75 each. 
Maps will be shipped directly by 
USGS to you and you should 
receive your maps only 2 weeks 
from the day you stick your order 
in the mail to us. Contact either 
USGS or EF! for state indexes. 


SILENT AGITATORS 
Finally Available! These stickers 
are suitable for adhering to any- 
thing (bar room bathroom 
mirrors. Freddie offices, dead 
bulldozers, etc.) These agitators 
are reminiscent of the old 
Wobblie “silent agitators” of the 
20s and 30s. One sticker will be 
the EF! Logo entitled “No Com- 
promise in Defendingour Mother 
Earth.” The other sticker will 
read. “Boycott Coors Beer.” 
Strips of ten cost $1. 25? postage 
per 10. 

LI’L GREEN SONGBOOKS 
Johnny Sagebrush’s famous 
tunes, updated, all new edition; 
new' songs, new artwork, better 
cover, more pages. Just the thing 
for hanging around the campfire 
or protesting in front of the 
Interior Department. Auto- 
graphed by Johnny. $2.50 plus 
50? shipping. 

ED ABBEY BOOKS 
All autographed by Cactus Ed, 
himself, as a fundraiser for EF!. 
Get ’em while they last! 


Monkeywrench Gang, (paper) $4 
plus $1 shipping. 

Desert Solitaire, (paper) $4 plus 
$1 shipping. 


We also have hardback copies 
of Windsinger by Gary Smith 
available for $5 postage paid. 


EARTH FIRST! BASEBALL 
HATS 

Green with EF! logo. One size 
(adjustable) fits all. $5 postpaid. 


EF! TRINKETS ORDER FORM 
Make out checks to "EARTH FIRST!” or send cash. Mail to: 
EARTH FIRST! PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301. Write us for details on 
bulk orders. Please send cash for orders of $5 or less. 

OK, here’s $ Send me the following: 

EF! T-Shirt(8), Size(s) 

EF! T-Shirt(s). French Cut, Size(s) 

Glen Canyon Damn T-Shirt(s), Size(s) __ 

Defend the Wilderness T-Shirt(s). Size(s) 

Watt Me Worry T-Shirt(s). Size(s) 

■ _ Fuck Bechtel T-Shirt(s), Size(s) . 

Bumperstickers: “EARTH FIRST!” "Rednecks for 

Wilderness." “Drill Watt. Not Wilderness." "Damn Watt. Not Rivers.” 
"Hayduke Saves.” “Rudolph the Red Lives,” “ Boycott Coors Beer” 

Little Green Songbook(s) 

Topo Maps 

Monkeywrench(es) 

EF! Baseball Hat(s) 

EARTH FIRST! Calendars) 


Name Western Wilderness Calendar(s) 

Address Desert Solitaire 


City 


State 


Zip 


Mon hey wrench Gang 


The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. 


Windsinger 
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SOMETHING ROTTEN IN UTAH: 





Nevills Arch in Owl Creek Canyon, Utah. Photo by Rick Warnick 


HO! For the San Juan 


by Rich Warnick 

“ One vast continuity of waste 
and measurably valueless , except 
for nomadic purposes, hunting 
grounds for India ns and to hold 
the world' together. ” 

1861 newspaper report on 
San Juan County, Utah 

Utah Highway 95, the two-lane 
blacktop that in the summer 
seems to bear nothing but Winne- 
bagos and boat trailers, cuts 
across from Hite Marina to 
Blanding and offers scenic views 
of far-off landmarks. You can see 
Jacob’s Chair, the Cheesebox, 
Woodenshoe Buttes, the Bears 
Ears. What you cannot see, 
hidden below the line of sight and 
behind the pinyons and the juni- 
pers, are the hundreds of inter- 
secting canyons that cut deep into 
the forested mesa. Here is Grand 
Gulch, within a mile of the road in 
places yet inaccessi ble unless you 
know the few trailheads that 
provide a way in. 


The Gulch got its name from 
Mormon pioneers who had to 
detour around it in 1880, but 
today we seek it out in order to 
view the remains of the Anasazi 
culture which flourished here 
beginning around 200 C.E. There 
are numerous ruins of one and 
two-story dwellings, as well as 
uncounted small “granaries” 
high on the canyon walls which 
still contain thousand-year-old 
corncobs. Rock art in a variety of 
styles reflects the changing cul- 
ture of Basketmaker and Pueblo 
and still mystifies the visitor. 

The scenic qualities of Grand 
Gulch are unique and impres- 
sive. The meandering main 
canyon has left many rincons, or 
abandoned meanders, since, it 
began cutting into the Cedar 
Mesa sandstone around 20 mil- 
lion years ago. Natural arches 
have formed and ar eon their way 
to becoming natural bridges as 
the canyon stream erodes a short- 
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THE 

by Clive 


The Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment’s wilderness inventory of 22 
million acres of public land in the 
state of Utah handed “Corporate 
America” a virtual carte blanche 
to the most scenic and mysterious 
landscape in North America. 

Somehow, this wild public land 
that was once yours has been 
“sold down the river” to Exxon, 
Gulf, AMAX, Phillips, Chevron, 
Getty, Kaiser, Texaco, Tenneco, 
Cotter, Plateau, and other “All 
American” industrial giants b y 
the BLM’s indefensible inventory 
decisions. 

The future of Utah wilderness 
could be forever crippled by this 
arrogant government deception. 
How did it happen? Why did it 
happen? 

AN ANSWER 

There is an answer; there was a 
motive: and there is overwhelm- 
ing redundant proof! 

Thousands of pieces of corro- 
borating evidence now point con- 
clusively to what really occurred 
in Utah. There was a systematic 
and we 1 1 -ore best rated prostitu- 
tion prejudicing the subjective 
inventory of wilderness character 
with countless hits of extraneous 
non-wilderness data. Wherever 
BLM managers were apprised of 
another resource value or private 
company interest that might con- 
flict with a roadless area, either 
that area was conspicuously re- 
defined in such a way as to elim- 
inate the errant parcels, or it was 
dropped entirely from further 
review. The BLM has managed to 
defend its innumerable incon- 
sistent boundary adjustments 
with the notion of purported flex- 
ibility or “gray areas” built into 
the inventory procedures them- 
‘ selves, and hasspentthousandsof 
manhours developing elaborate 
and detailed explanations to 
counter public challenges. As one 
i Utah/BLM staff professional 
' insisted privately but emphat- 
ically. “The Manager’sdeliberate 
! scheme is to bury the public 
record in so much bureaucratic 
bullshit that no one will ever 
figure it all out.” 

At this writing no fewer than 
60 instances have been discover- 
ed where otherwise arbitrary 
and inexplicable BLM bound- 
aries mysteriously coincide with 
the presence and absence of other 
documented resources. Potential 
conflicts 1 now rest conveniently 
outside the roadless area and no 
significant conflict remains 
inside the roadless area (yet the 
true roadless area encompasses 
both ). 


BLM 

Kincaid 


No, there is no single memor- 
andum or paper trail evincing 
illegal actions on the part of the 
BLM. There is no “smoking gun.” 
Yet, the preponderance of evi- 
dence steers away from coin- 
cidence and points to a deliberate 
systematic exclusion of wilder- 
ness lands. 

Not unlike other types of legal 
construction, absenting the 
ability to prove literal intent, it 
may very well be possible to 
prove effect. And there is one fatal 
flaw in the Utah inventory that 
comes close to convincingly 
proving both. The Utah BLM 
decided that the very govern- 
ment procedures that they 
managed to bend so well in scores 
of cases were simply not “flex- 
ible” enough for their tawdry 
manipulations. There were a few 
large roadless areas sufficiently 
in the public eye that the Bureau 
was having difficulty carving 
them up; areas where it was 
really impossible to play fast and 
loose with the inventory proce- 
dures. The Bureau just couldn’t 
bear not to clear away more of 
those unwanted troubles and 
maybe feather a few nests be- 
sides. 

So what diu the BLM do in 
Utah? Why of course, reformu- 
late the offending rules — ask the 
Washington feds for an “excep- 
tion" to the process; a little as- 
sistance to help the special cir- 
cumstances in this special state. 
Not one of the other 10 western 
states needed “exceptional” treat- 
ment. From Montana to Califor- 
nia, every other BLM office man- 
aged to work within the procedur- 
al framework imposed by govern- 
ment policy. Only the state of 
Utah seemed to have this 
peculiar wilderness problem. 

So, the State Director of the 
BLM in Utah wrote two brief 
memoranda to Washington. D.C. 
which said. “We request that an 
exception be granted to adjust 
boundaries. . .due to the lack of 
outstanding characteristics (sic) 
in part of the unit. Each of these 
inventory units exhibit a high de- 
gree of character change. . .Por- 
tions of the units. . .clearly do 
not. ..(contain wilderness charac- 
ter)." “Portions without. . .(wil- 
derness character) will be 
deleted.” The Washington Office 
winced and grudgingly made the 
allowance — admonishing great 
care in utilizing this “variation 
from the general policy." So 
much for policy. BLM proceeded 
to butcher seven large roadless 
areas, justifying an average re- 
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Around the Campfire 

Gawd, enough internalizing. 



The Earth First! newsletter 
was launched on November 1, 
1980. It’s appropriate that 
Samhain marked the beginning 
of this publication since No- 
vember 1st began the old Euro- 
pean pagan year. (See LaRue 
Christie’s Earth Religion this 
issue). For its first year, the news- 
letter was only eight or ten 
Xeroxed pages stapled together 
but under Susan Morgan’s 
sterling motherhood it had a 
punch and passion that lit a fire 
in the conservation community 
and found an audience far larger 
than what we had hoped for. 
When Susan moved from 
Breckenridge, Colorado, to 
Seattle, she took the paper with 
her. The second year of the EF! 
newsletter saw Pete Dustrud of 
Salt Lake City become editor. 
Pete put in long hours in the 
darkroom, over the light table, 
and at the typewriter to prove 
that Earth First! could put out a 
real newspaper. Pete also had the 
added burden of starting the EF! 
t-shirt and bumpersticker busi- 
ness. 

As this publication begins its 
third year, we no longer call it a 
newsletter, but EARTH FIRST! 
The Radical Environmental 
Journal to reflect its more ex- 
pansive outlook. We’ve been very 
pleased the last couple of months 
that many folks have sent in good 
material and we are looking for- 
ward to more submissions in the 
future. EF! is looking better and 
it is due to our artists, Marcy 
Willow of Eugene, Kathy Bogan 
of High Country News , Mad Jack 
of No Fixed Address, and Karen 
Tanner of Reno. With the help of 
all of you, your new editors (Bart, 
Wildcat Annie, and I) are begin- 
ning to get this monster under 
control. 

In the last issue we began a 
tradition of reviving important 
conservation works from the 
past. We continue this issue with 
a 1927 wilderness inventory by 
Bob Marshall and an article on 
the destruction of the Sal noon 
River Country from the 1936 
Living Wilderness. Ned Ludd is 
again with us, presenting further 
ideas on closing roads from Hank 
Fonda. 

Our main feature this issue, 
however, is the Bureau of Land 
Management (the Bureau of 
Leasing Management as 
Amanda de Los Volcanes from 
New Mexico calls it). Our empha- 
sis is the BLM wilderness review 
and how it has been corrupted. 
This is nothing less than a na- 
tional tragedy and although Clive 
Kincaid points out that the cor- 
ruption of the wilderness review 
reaches its zenith in Utah, our 
correspondents remind us that it 
has been tossed into Exxon’s lap 
from every corner of the shining 



West from the beginning. Bart 
and I have been doing a little field 
work on the BLM inventory here 
in eastern Nevada and have 
found the BLM work to be ap- 
palling. In one case, the BLM 
drew a boundary along a “road” 
that the dirt-biking district wil- 
derness coordinator couldn’t find 
on his motorcycle. But Utah is the 
worst. I’ve been plowing through 
RARE II documents, BLM state 
inventory books, and other tragi- 
comedies as part of our research 
for the EF! Inventory of Big Wil- 
derness (which I reported on in 
the Mabon issue). I went through 
the BLM final WSA selection 
document for Utah this evening. 

I’m a nice person, (or so my 
friends tell me). 01’ Doc Zoom 
tells me I’m too nice of a person— 
that’s why I have an ulcer. I in- 
ternalize my anger these days 
(probably because I wasn’t a 
particularly nice person with my 
first ex-wife and I learned my 
lesson). But I didn’t want to 
internalize my anger tonight. I 
wanted to externalize it on who- 
ever the SOB was who was re- 
sponsible for the BLM wilderness 
review in Utah. The man most 
responsible was a Carter appoint- 
ee and a supposed friend of 
conservationists in his native 
Montana — Gary Wicks who 
served as BLM State Director in 
Utah during the Carter years. I 
remember a story told to me by 
Debbie Sease, the Sierra Club’s 
BLM specialist in Washington, 
D.C. She was flying over the Book 
Cliffs with Wicks and asked him, 
“Now you tell me that that area is 
a WSAandt/mtarearightnextto 
it is not. They aren’t separated by 
anything. They look exactly 
alike. You tell me the one has 
wilderness characteristics and 
the other doesn’t. Why?” 

Replied Gary Wicks, “Because 
I say so.” 

From Clive Kincaid’s article, it 
appears that it was because 
Exxon said so. 

It just goes to show that some- 
times you get shafted worse by 
the slimy liberal suppositories 
that pass themselves off as your 
friends than you do by honest 
earth-perverts like Watt and 
Burford. 


Pardon me while I go kick over 
the Dempsey Dumpster out back 
of the Hotel Nevada. It’s enough 
to make a nice person like me put 
on one of our black “Defend the 
Wilderness’ t-shirts and do some- 
th ing. 

— DF 

Some of you — particularly in 
the East — did not receive your 
Lughnasad issue of EF! until far 
too late. We apologize. There 
have been a few snafus getting 
this operation back on schedule 
and figuring out our mailing list. 
We hope you got Mabon a little 
quicker and that this issue got to 
you only a week or two late. We 
think that all is functioning fine 
now. If you have any problems 
with receiving your copy of EF! 
please let us know. 

— Wildcat Annie 

As we were putting the final 
copy for this issue together to be 
sent off to the typesetters, a large 
box of files from the previous 
editor of EF! arrived in the mail. 
We couldn’t help but browse 
through the many letters from 
Earth lovers around the country 
and some from across the seas. 
Doggonnit, but it’s inspiring to 
know all of you are out there! We 
unfortunately came across sever- 
al letters complaining about 
botched responses to mail orders 
and fouled-up subscriptions. And 
there were many fine submis- 
sions to the paper that were never 
used and probably never acknow- 
ledged. We are sorry about that. 
We hope that you like the new 
EF! and will give us a chance to 
prove ourselves. If you have a 
long-standing complaint, let us 
know. 

We’ll do our best to rectify it. 

— DF 

I’d like to make a special plea 
for more EF! regional reports 
and grassroots news. If you tried 
unsuccessfully in the past to have 
your local EF! information pub- 
lished in this paper, try again. As 
your new news editor, I want to 
cover what is going on in the 
radical environmental move- 
ment from Boston to San Diego, 
from Canada to Australia. I’d 
also like to encourage all of you to 
send in news items suitable for 
the Nemesis News Net — particu- 
larly any news about monkey- 
wrenching or militant action in 
defense of Earth anywhere. One 
of our main purposes is to present 
the news of the non-traditional 
Earth protection movement. We 
need your help to do that. Feel 
free to include black and white 
photographs or art work with 
your regional reports. 

— B.K. 



Letters 


Dear EF!, 

I am saddened by the wrench- 
ing split taking place among you 
in EF! but also a little 
exhilarated by the sparks. 

The saving grace of EF! is its 
exciting whiff of anarchy which 
gives it its own volatile and vital 
lift. 

Gary Snyder’s sensitive and 
thoughtful letter is mostsensible, 
but. . .it contains a schizo split: I 
liked his approving of EF!’s 
“breath of fresh air,” (I much 
prefer ‘whiff of anarchy’) but I 
am amazed and even alarmed at 
seeing him equate a bulldozer to a 
human. That is really stretching 
credulity. I’d ask him: where 
would you put a handgun? 

Hank Fonda’s letter is tremen- 
dous. He hits the bull’s eye, the 
very core of the issue. “We have 
allowed the ravagers to define 
violence.” Beautiful. I’d go fur- 
ther than his merely “resisting 
the fascimile fascists.” I much 
prefer exposing the bastards by 
yelling and screaming and fist- 
shaking and print and poster and 
publicity, as EF! people are 
doing, as we’ve done here against 
the vulgar Bohemian Grove 
enclave. 

I fully sympathize with Pete 
Dustrud’s not wanting to feel “re- 
duced from editor to graphic 
artist.” He is fully entitled to 
defend his integrity and his 
pride. But. . .wasn’t he really 
taking over editorial policy? And 
possibly changing it? Over to his? 

Any editor can (and does; heck 
always must) load the editorial 
dice over to his own underlying 
philosophical values by using the 
mere power of what he puts in 
and leaves out. I run smack into 
censorship all the time. 

Impartiality and objectivity 
are not only nonexistent; we 
needn’t even worry about them. 
All vre need to worry about is the 
purity, the truthfulness, the 
honesty, and the integrity of 
whatever value judgments we do 
decide to make. Presenting value 
judgments is profoundly the 
editor’s chief responsibility (un- 
less he’s just pimping for adver- 
tisers, which is what most editors 
do). The ugly word for this same 
act is censorship, which is what 
mine enemies practice. 

It almost looks to me, from this 
distance, not knowing any of you, 
like a series of molehill conflicts 
made worse by distance and 
probably the expense of commu- 
nicating. I’d never heard of The 
Circle, and it seems to me they 
have every right to dictate editor- 
ial policy. It also seems to me that 
there is room in the EF! news- 
letter for all points of view. (I’ll 
admit to my being annoyed by the 
image of beer guzzlers chomping 
down a wooded trail.) 

Maybe we all have to bear and 
nurture our own little seeds of 
anarchy, our own little fire. . . . 
Out of all this maybe we’ll all 
sharpen our tactics and points 
and make our goals clearer still. 

— To Earth 

Raypnond Barrio 
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Earth First! is a publication of 
The Circle of Darkness. Entire 
contents are copyrighted, 1982, 
but we’re more than happy to 
allow reprinting if credit is 
given. Earth First! is a forum for 
the radical environmental move- 
ment and responsibility rests 
with the respective authors and 
correspondents. While Earth 
First! does not accept the author- 
ity of the heirarchical state, 
nothing herein is intended to run 
us afoul of their police power. 
Age7tts provocateurs will be 
dealt with by the Grizzly Defense 
League on the- Mirror Plateau. 
All manner of contributions are 
welcomed and should be typed, 
double-spaced, and sent with a 
SASE (but we’re loose and will 
take chicken scratchings on clean 
toilet paper). Send everything to 
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except for poetry which should go 
to Art Goodtimes, PO Box 1008, 
Telluride. CO 84135. 
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Jackson Hole EF!, Mailing 

Dear fellow radicals, 

I’m a federal wildlife biologist 
who heard about your group from 
other environmental magazine 
articles. How do I get involved? 
I’m one of those late 60s Vietnam 
veteran flower children that 
figured the only way to save the 
world was to work from the 
inside. It’s harder than hell to be 
“in” with the bastards most of the 
time, but at other times it’s really 
worth it. 

Alaska 

Dear EF! 

Thank you, thank you for print- 
ing Bob Marshall’s 1936 inven- 
tory of roadless areas. I’ve heard 
about it for years but was never 
able to find anything about it. 
Looking at what we had that re- 
cently and realizing what we’ve 
lost, makes me furious. It also 
makes me want to save even more 
than we’ve been asking for in 
wilderness. 

Colorado. 


Dear friends, 

Wow! Was that road-spiking 
idea in Dear Ned Ludd ever 
great! I know a lot of “roads” I’m 
going to take care of now. When I 
see how the plutocrats in indus- 
try and government are 
destroying our wild lands with 
impunity. I’m afraid that even 
the “radical” actions of Earth 
First! won'tdo any good. But with 
my hacksaw and rebar now, I can 
protect some special places for 
me. Thanks for continuing Ned 
Ludd and please give me more of 
the same. 

Rebar Fred 

Dear Earth First! 

Recently I met someone on a 
hike that belonged to Earth 
First!. She was wearing a green t- 
shirt with your logo on the front. I 
am very interested in your move- 
ment, since I have read several of 
Edward Abbey’s books. 

Sincerely, 

Salem, OR 

Ed. Note: This should be encour- 
agement to all of you to wear your 
Earth First! t-shirts when hiking 
(but don't wear them in bars in 
Hanksrilfe. Utah.) 
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Dear Earth First.': 

After reading; the article in 
Newsweek about Earth First!, my 
immediate reaction was to write 
them for your address. Since I 
only received it today, obviously 
their reaction was not as immedi- 
ate as mine. 

In any case, although I’ve not 
been active. I’m highly interested 
in the environmental activities of 
the Southwest. I spend the bulk of 
my spare time backpacking and 
each time I hear of proposed in- 
dustrialism in these and other 
areas, I feel sick. I want to do 
someth hw, but the Sierra Club 
kind of leaves me cold and Hay- 
dukes’ activities are a bit too 
radical. (Much as I admire him.) 

— Albuquerque, NM 


Letters to the Editor 

Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space re- 
quirements. Be sure to indicate 
if you wish your name and loca- 
tion to appear. Send to PO Box 
235. Ely, NV 89301. 


Dear EF! 

Tell me more! Any friend of 
Edward Abbey is a friend of 
mine! How can I help? 

Thanks 

Oklahoma 


Earth First! In Outside 
Over the past months, EF! has 
been getting considerable media 
coverage. Of special note were 
articles in Newsweek and Audu- 
bon magazines, and Dave’s 
article in The Progress! re. 

Now Outside magazine will be 
doing a feature article on EF! in 
its December issue. Written by 
Stewart McBride, it has a 
number of color photographs and 
an interesting tale to tell. We 
have been treated to only a few 
bits and pieces of the article, but 
from what we’ve heard, we are 
anxious to read it. 

So, look for the December issue 
of Outside. We’ll try to find a copy 
here in Ely. 

— B.K. 



Cartoon by Burr Frye Reprinted by Permission. 


Unrealistic? 

Editorial Comment 

Utah is not the only place that 
is plagued by the BLM’s Wilder- 
ness program. Nevada also has 
its share of troubles. 

Take the Winnemuca District, 
and the spectacular expanse 
known as the Black Rock Desert. 
One of BLM’s possible alterna- 
tives is “all wilderness.” Essen- 
tially the alternative represents 
the remnantsof whatshould have 
been all wilderness but was 
whittled down during the inven- 
tory. 

In this light, I was disappoint- 
ed by one conservation group’s 
newsletter concerning this 
region that said, “We feel that the 
alternative of all wilderness is 
unfortunately unrealistic.” 

Webster's defines realistic as 
“rejecting the visionary.” By that 
standard Earth First! is unreal- 
istic and damn proud of it! 

Earth First! hasgoneon record 
and challenged the Nevada BLM. 
We have proposed a “wilderness 
complex” for the Black Rock 
country of over 2 million acres. 
We stand by our proposal for the 
Black Rock Desert. 

-B.K. 


GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS 
TO EARTH FIRST! 

For every gift subscription to 
Earth First! which you make 
before January 1, 1983, we will 
send you a Winter Solstice 
present: your choice of a monkey- 
wrench, bumpersticker, or 10 
Silent Agitators. Be sure to indi- 
cate your selection with each gift 
subscription. What better way to 
brighten 1983 for someone than a 
subscription to EFP. 



Wild Utah 

Editorial Comment 

Clive Kincaid’s slide presen- 
tation on the Utah Wilderness 
Inventory left me with a burning 
sense of outrage. The BLM in 
Utah surely has committed an 
unforgiveable crime. 

Now, the Utah BLM has made 
preliminary wilderness recom- 
mendations for much of the state 
via contrived mechanisms called 
“site specific analyses” (SSAs). 
Yes, the SSAs are based upon 
their outrageous inventory. 
(SSAs for the San Juan Country, 
San Rafael, and Desolation-Book 
Cliffs are due later on.) 

Earth First! has responsed, in 
turn, with our own proposals. 
Instead of playing a BLM game 
defined by thousands of acres, we 
are proposing millions of acres 
for protection in a series of 
“wilderness complexes.” (This is 
apart from our Wilderness Pre- 
serves which are even more far- 
reaching.) 

For example, in the magnifi- 
cent Henry Mountains region the 
BLM is supporting wilderness 


for only two areas totalling 
97:000 acres. In sharp contrast, 
E.F.! supports a Greater Henry 
Mountains-Little Rockies Wil- 
derness Complex of around 
800,000 acres. 

Our complexes include wilder- 
ness study areas, non-selected 
inventoried roadless lands, lands 
that should have been inven- 
toried, and lands that should be 
restored to a natural condition. 
Our management goal calls for 
phasing out non-conforming 
uses, closing roads, acquiring 
inholdings, throwing out invalid 
mining claims, etc. 

At this time we have also pro- 
posed a Greater Escalante — 
Kaiparowits Complex of over two 
million acres, a Greater Dirty 
Devil-Fiddler Butte Complex of 
over 600,000 acres, and a com- 
plex of over 200,000 acres that 
includes lands adjacent to the 
southern end of Zion National 
Park. 

We have a vision for Utah. We 
must make Utah a National 
Issue. We have set our sights 
above BLM’s artificial rules and 
beyond their bogus inventory. 


—CAT TRACKS— 


bg Chim Blea 

The Terror of Nuclear War 

It is interesting that during the 
25 years or so that the threat of 
total nuclear war has hung over 
our heads like Damocles’ sword, 
we have paid serious attention to 
it only twice. The first time was 
during the Cuban Missile Crisis 
era when family fallout shelters 
were springing up in suburban 
backyards like beer cans after a 
beach party. The second time is, 
of course, now. Perhaps the 
massed human consciousness 
senses things in the air — in both 
of these cases the increased likeli- 
hood of nuclear war between 
West and East. The fact that so 
many people are concerned about 
WWIII indicates that the chances 
for it are growing. 

Many conservationists have 
become active in the effort to pre- 
vent the atomic conflagration 
and quite a number of environ- 
mental groups have made it one 
of their major issues, calling 
thermonuclear war “the ultimate 
ecological catastrophe.” I 
certainly can’t discount the 
horror of such a war. It would be 
the greatest disaster to befall the 
human race and civilization. I am 
concerned, however, with several 
things about the growing move- 
ment against nuclear war. 

The popularly portrayed 
result of a major atomic war has 
Earth as a blackened cinder in 
the vastness of space. The few 
human survivors are cancer- 
ridden mutants waiting to die. 
Cockroaches and lichens are the 
only life forms surviving in the 
long term. This is buncombe. 

Sure, if you’re in Washington, 
D.C. or Omaha when the Rooskie 
missiles come down you’re going 
to be fried. If you’re downwind 
from Colorado Springs or Tucson 
you’re going to die of radiation 
poisoning. Millions will die in the 
attack, and millions more will 
face horrible, -lingering deaths 
from burns, starvation, radiation 
poisoning, other injuries, and 
psychological collapse. The infra- 
structure of society may break 
down. Chaos may be loosed upon 
the land. Civilized society could 
collapse. But awful as these 
results may be, they’ve been 
exaggerated by some of the best- 
known nuclear war opponents. 


The bombs targeted to urban 
areas will be air blasts — maxi- 
mizing death and destruction 
over the target but producing 
relatively little fallout. Ground 
blasts will be reserved for hard- 
ened missile and command sites. 
Such targets will produce nasty 
fallout plumes which will lay 
waste to parts of the country but 
they will be limited. It also must 
be stressed that fallout does 
mellow significantly after a rela- 
tively short period. The popular 
conception from On The Beach is 
rubbish. Even the threat of many 
atomic bombs wiping out the 
ozone layer and allowing exces- 
sive ultraviolet rays to reach 
Earth may not be as serious as 
once thought. Some current re- 
search has hopeful news on that 
score. Without downplaying its 
severe impacts, it must be said 
quite simply: it is possible to sur- 
vive nuclear war between the 
USA and USSR without becom- 
ing a character in an H.G. Welles 
story. 

We talk about how nuclear war 
would be a cataclysmic ecological 
wipe-out but most of the support- 
ing evidence focuses on the 
impacts on human beings and 
especially on civilized human 
beings. Maybe it would destroy 
civilization. I personally wouldn’t 
consider that such an ecological 
calamity. I am deeply concerned 
with the effects of nuclear war on 
the rest of life on Earth. But 
Earth may be more resilient than 
we think — if the duration of 
abuse is short. I don’t think 
nuclear war is the worst ecologi- 
cal disaster imaginable. I think 
the continuation of industrial 
civilization is the worst ecolo- 
gical scenario, that that will 
destroy more species, ravage 
more land, and poison the planet 
more thoroughly than a major 
but brief exchange of nuclear 
warheads over the North Pole. 

Not only does exaggerating the 
consequences of thermonuclear 
war damage the credibility of its 
opponents (it really is bad enough 
without exaggerating) but it 
creates a sense of hopelessness, of 
surrender. I am astounded by the 
people who tell me, “Well, if 
there’s a war, I hope I’m sittingat 
ground zero. I don’t want to sur- 
vive.” This weak-kneed attitude 
is caused by a fear of the 
unknown and by believing that 


Our letter stated the following: 

“Your wilderness process has 
been a steady march toward 
wholesale elimination. We urge 
you to look back at Bob Marsh- 
all’s 1930s proposal for wilder- 
ness in southern Utah and realize 
that much of the country is still 
intact and deserving of a grand 
plan for protection. We fully 
embrace Marshall’s vision for 
wilderness in the great southern 
Utah landscape.” 

There’s a special place in the 
Henry Mountains where bison 
move among the aspen and you 
can gaze to the “far beyond.” I 
long to see the sunset’s glow from 
there again. And, with the sun- 
rise, I will pledge to be steadfast 
in the struggle to save wild Utah. 

-B.K. 


MOVING? 
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survivors will be staggering, 
starved monsters, their pain un- 
relieved even by heroin, on a 
glowing piece of charcoal. 

This is my main concern with 
the exaggeration of the effects of 
nuclear war. Too maun good . 
people who should sum re don't 
want to. Other people are plan- 
ning to survive. These are people 
who won’t learn anything from 
the war, who will want to re- 
create industrial civilization 
(read Lucifer's Hammer). Some 
of the rest of us need to be around 
to do whatever we can to prevent 
the recreation of industrial civil- 
ization. There’ll be a lot of work to 
do in the early years after a war to 
insure that human beings do not 
regain their stranglehold on 
Earth, to develop a postwar 
society that can live on Earth 
without making it unlivable for 
everything else. 

If you think nuclear war is. 
likely, by all means work to pre- 
vent it (especially by opposing 
things like the MX missile which 
will cause more ground blasts 
and more radioactive fallout). 
But also be prepared to survive if 
and when it comes. If you aren’t 
prepared to survive and do, you’ll 
be a burden on your friends who 
have had the foresight to lay 
away food, tools, weapons, etc, in 
their retreats. By crashing in on 
them, you’ll lessen their chances 
for survival. 

If you want to delve further 
into this subject, read Bruce 
Clayton’s Life After Doomsday 
(he has a Ph.D. in ecology) and 
take a look at Sun-ire magazine. 

(It is written by the kind of sur- 
vivalists about whom I am con- 
c erne d but it has good 
information and may offer some 
evidence to counter the sense of 
hopelessness promulgated by 
some nuclear war opponents.) 
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NEMESIS NEWS NET 


edited by Bart Koehler 



— Watt Misses Shot — 


James Watt missed his one shot 
at an antelope at the annual One 
Shot Antelope Hunt held near the 
Continental Divide. 

Upon his return to Lander, 
Watt reportedly took aim at the 
huge bronze antelope statue at 
the edge of town. He was re- 
strained before doing any real 
damage. 

— Washington. D.C. 

Lawmakers Oppose Federal 
Land Sales 

During .hearings before the 
House Public Lands sub-com- 
mittee, lawmakers expressed 
doubts about selling federal 
lands to cut the national debt. 

Concerns about the ability of 
states, counties, and towns to 
afford the land were voiced. One 
lawmaker worried that ranchers 
couldn’t afford to pay for the 
lands they are currently grazing. 

Subcommittee chairman John 
Seiberling clarified the problem 
with his typical wisdom. ‘Oh, 
someone could afford it— some- 
one from Texas or some Arab 
would buy it up.” 

— Limestone, New York 

Allegheny State Park 
Threatened 

Allegheny State Park will be 
crossed with new roads, logged 
for “old growth” hardwoods, and 
opened up for oil and gas drilling 
if state officials win out. Over half 
of the park would be timbered — 
out of some 65,000 acres of park- 
land. 

In a counterproposal, N.Y. 
Earth First! has proposed that all 
roads in the park be permanently 
closed. An EF! spokesperson 
said, “If they don’t have any 
roads, they can’t do much 
damage.” 

—Kuala Lampur, Malaysia 

Video Games Unplugged 

This country has banned the 
importation of video games be- 
cause of an “undesirable effect on 
children” and noise pollution 
problems. 

Singapore. Indonesia and the 
Philippines have already banned 
video games from their lands and 
people. 

EF! spokesmen have urged 
that U.S. citizens begin a move- 
ment to outlaw the games. As one 
EF!er stated. “Maybe then we 
could hear the jukebox again.” 

—Washington, D.C. 

Mt. St. Helens Signed 

Ronald Reagan has signed a 
law designating a Mt. St. Helens 
National Volcanic Monument of 
110.000 acres. While most 
national conservation groups 
were happy with the measure, 
Earth First! members felt that a 
much larger area should have 
been granted protection. 

President Reagan, on vacation 
again, could not be reached for 
comment. 


—Washington, D.C. 

—Reagan Signs Wilderness 
Bill — 

Ronald Reagan, on Sept. 8th, 
signed an 8,840 acre Cumberland 
Island Wilderness into law. 

Obviously shaken by his first 
wilderness bill signing exper- 
ience, Reagan gasped, “Gosh, I 
don’t know if I can sign that many 
acres into wilderness again. I 
think I better take a nap.” (The 
measure also includes 11,718 
acres of potential wilderness.) 

— Moab, Utah 

— Canyonlands Nuke Dump 
Debates 

The war of words continues: 

— Former Interior Sec. 
Stewart Udall, “This is a national 
park. . .In normal times the Sec. 
of Interior would be leading the 
fight against this proposed 
dump.” 

— Ray Tibbetts, Grand 
County Commissioner and owner 
of uranium claims, “We dig 
uranium out here. Why not bury 
the waste here too?” 

— Washington, D.C. 

Yates Freezes Development 
in Wilderness 

Since the U.S. Senate wasn’t 
moving fast enough to pass the 
“Wilderness Protection Act,” 
Congressman Sidney Yates suc- 
cessfully tagged the following 
language to the House Budget 
Resolution: 

“None of the funds provided in 
this joint resolution shall be obli- 
gated for any aspect for the pro- 
cessing or issuance of permits or 
leases pertaining to exploration 
for or development of coal, oil, gas 
or geothermal resources on 
federal lands within any compo- 
nent of the National Wilderness 
Preservation System or within 
any Forest Service RARE II 
areas recommended for wilder- 
ness or allocated to further plan- 
ing in executive communication 
1504 (91st Congress) or within 
any lands designated by Congress 
as wilderness study areas.” 

The Senate later passed 
similar language with some 
weakening amendments that ex- 
cluded some specific minerals 
and wilderness study areas in 
Colorado, New Mexico, the River 
of No Return Wilderness in Idaho 
and lands in Alaska. (These areas 
have specific mineral language 
in their enacting legislation.) 

The budget language will be 
intact until new budget language 
is enacted. 

— Washington, D.C. 

Wyoming Bill Stalled in Senate 

After a series of maneuvers the 
Wyoming Wilderness Bill went 
up for a Senate vote. Despite an 
angry protest from Malcolm 
Wallop. Senator Howard 
Metzenbaum placed a “hold” on 
the measure. Metzenbaum was 
trying to force Wallop to bring 
the “Wilderness Protection Act” 
(with 54 co-sponsors) up for a 
voice vote. Wallop refused and 
Metzenbaum stood firm. The 
result — the bill remains ground- 
ed. at least until the Lame Ducks 
return. 


—Monrovia, Liberia 
Wilderness Saves Villagers 
From Mining Disaster 
Over 300 people narrowly 
missed being buried by a “devas- 
tating wall of rocks, mud and 
rainwater” by running into a 
dense woodland for refuge. 

The huge mudslide crashed 
into the mining town of Nye Nye, 
killing over 30 people and 
burying alive over 100 sleeping 
villagers. 

The mudslide was triggered 
when an iron ore mine on nearby 
high ground collapsed under the 
weight of the pounding rains. 


—Washington, D.C. 

Ron Tells Republican to 

“Shut UP!” 

President Reagan’s speech to a 
“Republican Candidates for Con- 
gress” rally in the White House 
was livened up by Gary Arnold’s 
appearance. 

Arnold, a candidate from 
Santa Cruz, California, stood up 
and shouted at Reagan, “We have 
Reaganmortis setting into the 
nation’s body politic!” and “You 
have a small elite rich!” 

Reagan was not impressed. He 
shook his finger at his fellow 
Californian and boomed, “Shut 
up!” 

Outside the White House, a 
mob of reporters asked Arnold 
about his motives. 

“To tell the Emperor he has no 
clothes on,” he said. 


—Las Vegas, Nevada 
Wilderness Seen as 
Mining Target 

Directors of the American 
Mining Congress have urged Con- 
gress to open up our nation’s 
wilderness areas to mining after 
next year. 

The resolution said that Presi- 
dent Reagan should reconsider 
“excessive acreages” recom- 
mended for wilderness. The 
statement also recommended 
opening up wilderness study 
areas for mining. 

The American Mining Con- 
gress convention is held in Las 
Vegas every four years. The con- 
vention is closed to the public. 


— Nixon, Nevada 
Judge Rules in Favor of Fish 

A federal court judge ruled 
that water in Stampede Reser- 
voir is for Pyramid Lake and 
should benefit eui-cui fish and 
Lahontan cutthroat trout— and 
not the people of Reno or Sierra 
Pacific Power Co. 

It was a victory for the Pyra- 
mid Lake Piute Indians. The 
state of Nevada has appealed to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 


—Las Vegas 

Reagan Visits Wayne Newton’s 
Ranch 

— No Comment. 


A reading list for Nature 
Lovers, resistance fighters, wild 
preservatives, “deep ecologists” 
and regular working environ- 
mentalists — why not? The liter- 
ature is immense and old as civil- 
ization; I have read but a small 
part of it myself. One could range 
across the world, from ancient 
China — the writings of Lao-Tse 
and his disciple Chuang — Tse — 
to the surviving fragments of cer- 
tain pre-Socratic philosophers — 
Democritus, Heraclitus, Dio- 
genes — to the sermons of St. 
Francis, and such modern Euro- 
peans as the novelists Knut 
Hamsun and Jean Giono, the his- 
torian Toynbee, the philosophers 
Spinoza (for his pantheism), 
Santayana, Heidegger, Naess. 
But for the sake of brevity I shall 
confine myself to American 
writers, some obvious, some little 
known: 

Thoreau (of course): John Muir 
(dull but important); William 
Barttram; John C. VanDyke; 
John Burroughs; Raymond Das- 
mann; Garret Hardin; Barry Lo- 
pez; Murray Bookchin (see espec- 
ially his Ecology of Freedom, and 
Our Synthetic Environment, 
which anticipated Rachel Carson 
by several years); Bernard De- 
Voto; William O. Douglas; Rene 
Dubos (but only in part, with ma- 
jor reservations); Loren Eiseley; 
Paul Erlich; William Faulkner (in 
Woods, Go Down, Moses); Colin 
Fletcher; the poets Walt Whit- 
man, Robinson Jeffers, Robert 
Frost, Gary Snyder, Robert Bly, 
Wallace Stevens, James Dickey, 
Theodore Roethke, Jim Harrison, 
Peter Wild— to name but a few; 
Sigurd Olson; Wallace Stegner; 
Wendell Berry; Joseph Wood 
Krutch; Aldo Leopold (basic); 
Jack London (for his Call of the 
Wild); Annie Dillard, Ann 
Zwinger, Mary Austin, Rachel 
Carson; Paul Shepard; (?) Ehren- 
feld (The Arrogance of Human- 
ism); several others I’ll think of 
too late; and Lewis Mumford, 


who provided us, in such books as 
The Pentagon of Power and The 
City in History, with the best cri- 
tique yet of our modern military- 
industrial culture — Mumford, in 
my opinion, is the one living 
American author who fully 
deserves the Nobel Prize for 
literature. 

Ah well, many books. Of the 
makingof books there is no end. I 
would like to close by reminding 
myself and others that writing, 
reading, thinking are of value 
only when combined with effec- 
tive action. Those I most admire 
in the conservation movement 
are those who act: such men as 
David Brower, Mark Dubois, and 
the legendary Bulgarian brigand 
Georges Heiduk (to name but a 
few). Philosophy without action is 
the ruin of the soul. One brave 
deed is worth a hundred books, a 
thousand theories, a million 
words. Now as always we need 
heros. And heroines! Down with 
the passive and the limp. Avoid 
the Swami Moonbeams and the 
Roshi Bubbleheads and all other 
“gurus” whether native Amer- 
ican or imported, that swarm of 
fakes and fakirs who pander to 
and fleece the foolish, the gullible, 
the sick, the desperate. Be your 
own guru. Little is gained by gap- 
ing at a blank wall in a stupor of 
meditation. If it’s enlightenment 
you want then seek out the com- 
pany of those who do real work in 
the real world— e.g., cattlemen 
and sheepherders; woodcutters; 
rangers and wildlife biologists; 
midwives, nurses and school 
teachers; farriers, bootmakers, 
gunsmiths, stone masons, veter- 
inarians, carpenters, gardeners; 
astronomers and geologists; old 
soldiers and veteran seamen; and 
others I could name if I set my 
mind to it. 

Fraternally, 

Edward Abbey 
Oracle, Arizona 


AVAILABLE AGAIN! — The Famous “Watt Me Worry” T-Shirt 

Get yours before Watt gets his! Only $8 postpaid from Earth First! 
Tan, blue or yellow— Specify if you want all cotton. f~ 
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THE FOREST SERVICE 
ASSAULT ON BIG WILDERNESS 

by Dave Foreman 

In 1924 the United States Forest Service protected nearly one million 
acres of the headwaters of the Gila River in southwestern New Mexico 
as a “Wilderness Reserve.” During the next fifteen years the Forest 
Service set aside a total of some fourteen million acres to be preserved in 
its roadless condition. These old wilderness and primitive areas still 
form the bulk of the National Wilderness Preservation System today in 
the Lower 48 states. Conservationists applaud the Forest Service 
foresight of fifty years ago. Less well known is the tremendous assault 
by the Forest Service on large roadless areas during the same period. 

Not even ten years after creating the Gila Wilderness, the Forest 
Service sliced it down the middle with the North Star Road. In the late 
twenties and early thirties, the agency embarked on an ambitious road 
building program designed to “open up” vast tracts of wild land with 
highways and spur truck trails. In order to give modern-day conser- 
vationists greater perspective on the destruction of big wilderness 
during our century, Earth First! presented Bob Marshall’s 1936 
inventory of large roadless areas last issue. In this issue, we’d like to 
share two other important documents with you. 

While recently rummaging through Bob Marshall’s private papers in 
the Bancroft Library in Berkeley, I discovered a hand-written card 
entitled, “Wilderness Areas." It had two lists, one marked “1927” and 
the other “Future.” Although I have seen no other reference to this card, 
it was obviously an early (1927?) inventory by Bob Marshall of Forest 
Service roadless areas over one million acres and what would be left in 
the near future if Forest Service road construction plans proceeded. 

The areas were calculated in sections and no states identified the areas. 

I have refigured the areas in acres and indicated the state of each. 


We congratulate ourselves as a nation for our wisdom in preserving 
for all time the “vast” Central Idaho country in the two million acre 
River of No Return and million and a half acre Selway-Bitterroot 
Wilderness Areas. But my parents were already here on this Earth 
when a wilderness expanse of eight million acres lay unbroken across 
the Salmon-Selway country. As you can see from Bob Marshall’s 
figures, the Forest Service insouciantly destroyed this priceless 
treasure some fifty years ago. The first issue of The Living Wilderness 
(September, 1935) carried an eloquent report on this travesty and the 
further plans of the Freddie road-building program to lay waste to the 
remaining wilderness of Central Idaho, the Northern Cascades, and the 
Olympics. We are pleased to reprint the first half of that article in this 
issue of EF!. The second half (dealing with the Washington areas) will 
be presented in the Yule issue of Earth First.!. 





WILDERNESS AREAS 
1927 

Name Acres 

Central Idaho 7,668,480 

Northern Cascade (WA) 3,435,520 

Central Sierra (CA) 2.906,240 

Flathead (MT) 2,360,960 

Northwestern Wyoming 1,462,400 

Olympic (WA) 1,440,640 

Columbia-Rainier (WA) 1,356,800 

Gila (NM) 1,327.360 

Seven Devils (OR/ID) 1,203,840 

Southern Cascade (OR?) 1,191,040 

South Yellowstone (WY) 1,140,480 

Boise-Sawtooth (ID) 1.130,240 

Northeastern Utah 1,109,120 

Prescott-Tonto (AZ) 1,106,560 

Santa Barbara (CA) 1,097,600 

Beartooth-Absaroka (MT) 974,080 

Future 

Name Acres 

Central Idaho 

Central Sierra (CA) 2,350,720 

Flathead (MT) 2,221,440 

NW Wyoming Mno'a^o 

South Yellowstone (WY) 1,123,200 

Prescott-Tonto (AZ) 1,106,560 



THE SELWAY SALMON RIVER WILDERNESS 


“The Lolo Trail is no more. 

“The bulldozer blade has ripped 
out the hoof tracks of Chief 
Joseph’s ponies. The trail was 
worn deep by centuries of Nez 
perce and Blackfeet Indians, by 
Lewis and Clark, by companies of 
Northwest Company fur traders, 
by General Howard’s cavalry 
horses, by Captain Mullan, the 
engineer, and by the early-day 
forest ranger. It is gone, and in its 
place there is only the print of the 
automobile tire in the dust. 

“What of the camps of fragrant 
memory — Camp Martin, Rocky 
Ridge, No Seeum Meadows, Bald 
Mountain, Indian Grave, 
Howard Camp, Indian Post 
Office, Spring Mountain, Cayuse 
Junction, Packers Meadows? No 
more will the traveler unsaddle 
his ponies to roll and graze on the 
bunch grass of the mountain tops. 
No more the'mule train coughing 
in the dust.’ The trucks roll by on 
the new Forest Service road, and 
the old camps are no more than a 
place to store spare barrels of 
gasoline. 

“No more will the mountain 
man ride the high ridges between 
the Kooskooskee and the Chopun- 
nish. ‘Smoking his pipe in the 
mountains, sniffing the morning 
cool.’ 

“It is now but three hours’ drive 
from the streets of Missoula to the 
peak where Captain Lewis 
smoked his pipe and wrote in his 


journal: ‘From this elevated spot 
we have a commanding view of 
the surrounding mountains, 
which so completely enclose us 
that though we have once passed 
them, we almost despair of ever 
escaping from them without the 
assistance of the Indians.’ Only 
ten years ago it was just as Lewis 
and Clark saw it. 

“So it is everywhere. 

“The hammer rings in the CCC 
camp on the remotest waters of 
the Selway. The bulldozer snorts 
on Running Creek, that once 
limit of the back of the beyond. 
The moose at Elk Summit lift 
their heads from the lily pads to 
gaze at the passing motor truck. 
Major Fenn’s beloved Coolwater 
Divide has become a road. 

“No more can one slip up to the 
big lick at Powell for a frosty 
October morning and see the elk 
in droves. The hunters swarm in 
motor cars to the public camp- 
grounds. 

“And all to what end? Only a 
few years ago the great Clear- 
water wilderness stretched from 
the Bitterroot to Kooskia; from 
the Cedar Creek mines to the 
Salmon River and beyond. No 
road and no permanent human 
habitation marred its primitive 
nature. There it lay— -the last 
frontier— an appeal to the mind 
of the few adventurous «ouls who 
might wish to plunge for weeks 
beyond human communication. 


“The Forest Service sounded 
the note of progress. It opened up 
the wilderness with roads and 
telephone lines, and airplane 
landing fields. It capped the 
mountain peaks with white- 
painted lookout houses, laced the 
ridges and streams with a net- 
work of trails and telephone lines, 
and poured in thousands of fire 
fighters year after year in a vain 
attempt to control forest fires. 

“Has all this effort and expen- 
diture of millions of dollars added 
anything to human good? Is it 
possible that it was all a ghastly 
mistake like plowing up the good 
buffalo grass sod of the dry 
prairies?” 

With these poetic words, Elers 
Koch summarized in th e Journal 
of Forestry, of February, 1935, 
the rapid destruction of what 
eight short years ago was the 
heart of an eight million acre 
wilderness tract. He described 
eloquently the irreplaceable 
values which have been 
destroyed. Nevertheless, in spite 
of this terrific damage, there 
remains in the huge Selway- 
Salmon River country of Central 
Idaho, even in its greatly dimin- 
ished expanse, the largest forest 
wilderness possibility in the 
United States. 

Roughly speaking, this area is 
bounded by the Lolo Trail and the 
Lolo Pass roads on the North, the 
Bitterroot Valley on the East, the 


Challis, Bonanza, Casto, Cape 
Horn truck trails and the Stan- 
ley Highway on the South, and a 
somewhat indefinite zone on the 
west running in general through 
Range 8 East of the Boise meri- 
dian. Within this vast forest 
wilderness are nearly three 
million acres which are almost 
free from mechanical develop- 
ments, although here and there 
stub truck trails do enter for a 
considerable distance. The com- 
merical values within this area 
are very slight. The fire danger is 
severe, but there is no evidence 
that a truck trail program will 
make any material difference in 
the total area burned. It is possible 
that the advantage gained by 
faster travel on truck trails will 
be largely offset by the drying up 
of the fuel which always occurs 
along openings in the forest, by 
the increased causes of fire which 
inevitably will come in on truck 
trails, and by the fact that aforest 
organization which gets into the 
habit of going everywhere by 
automobiles is inclined to 
become soft. So far as giving the 
automobilist a chance to see scen- 
ery of this type, there are many 
scenic highways through adja- 
cent Washington and Idaho 
which make accessible to the 
motorist fully as beautiful 
country. 

The Forest Service now has a 
very ambitious truck trail pro- 
gram for the entire half of this 


wilderness which lies north of the 
Salmon River.’If this program is 
carried out, it will leave the 
largest tract without roads less 
than 150,000 acres in size. South 
of the Salmon River, the Forest 
Service has set aside a million- 
acre primitive area, but it has 
already run one truck trail into it 
and is proposing to construct two 
more. In addition, an ambitious 
truck trail program has been pro- 
posed for a fringe of at least half a 
million acres more outside of the 
primitive area which should be 
kept in wild condition. 

In summary, because this is the 
largest possible forest wilderness 
which can yet be saved, because in 
preserving it no important econ- 
omic values will be locked up, 
because truck trails do not seem 
to furnish the solution of the fire 
problem, it is strongly urged that 
this area be set. aside as a great 
wilderness and that all the Forest 
Service truck trail programs 
within it be abandoned. All who 
appreciate the wilderness and 
agree with this policy are re- 
quested to write at once to the 
Forest Service. 


Re glinted from the 
September 19X5 
Living Wilderness 
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DEAR NED LUDD 


Closing Roads 

by Hank Fonda 


With Reagan’s swinish cohorts are: a “come-along,” rated 2 tons 

in a feeding frenzy at Watt’s or heavier; 2 or more cubic chok- 

trough, only personal acts of con- ers: 2 spud bars: a hydraulic (car 

science can prevent irreparable or truck) jack: large and small 

damage to the Earth mother. rock chisels: and log-splitting 

Most exploitation of the life- wedges. You probably won’t need 

systems requires a road, and all these tools on any one job, but 

there is no way that the death- with a tool kit like this you can do 

machine can afford to constantly anything it is practical to do with 

repair the road network (on pub- hand labor. All these can be 

lie lands) if even a few hundred bought cheaply at flea markets, 

people across the country are and anyone who works in a con- 

making a spare time project out struction trade can easily obtain 

of trashing it. Roads are difficult the bars, come-along, chokers, 

and expensive to maintain, and etc. . . .A “choker” is a length of 

especially so in many of the areas cable with a loop in each end; one 

we want to save. Selected areas, loop is passed through the other 

such as de facto wilderness and loop, with the cable wrapped 

roadless areas denied protection around the load to be lifted or 

in the RARE II ripoff, can be pro- moved. Pulling on the free loop 

tected by cutting the unsurfaced pulls the slack out, “choking” the 

roads that are built and used in cable tight around the load, hence 

the process of exploitation. the name. You will need at least 

Individuals can use the tech- two chokers and four is better, 

niques described here, with Just buy 50 feet of good, flexible 

simple, cheap tools, to prevent 5/16" or 3/8" stranded steel cable 

vehicle access to sensitive areas. and have it cut in four equal 

You can prevent the testing that pieces where you buy it if pos- 

is needed to prove commercial sible: it takes a special cutter to 

feasibility for proposed develop- do a neat job on cable. Now 

ments such as drilling or mining. double the ends back to form a 

You can harass and render un- loop of about 6” diameter, then 

profitable an existing exploitive double cable-clip it. Cable clips 

enterprise. Anyone who wishes to can be bought in any hardware 

stop vehicles on an unpaved road store and must be matched to the 

should read the Sept. 21 Dear size of the cable they are to be 

Ned Ladd column in EF!. A used on: they can be put on with a 

sharpened, 1/2" metal rod, wrench or vise-grip pliers. The 

driven into the wheel-ruts, is the come-along, or hand winch, can 

simplest, quickest, easiest way to be attached directly to the object 

close a road. The angle-cut (hack- to be moved, or it can be used in 

sawed) rod is too blunt to pene- conjunction with other tackle, 

trate a shoe sole (even a sneaker), You can use it to pull a rope or 

but a vehicle’s weight forces it cable through blocks to multiply 

through the tire. The foot-long its rated power. The small reel on 

stakes are driven into the ground a hand-winch will only hold a few 

until the sharp end projects only feet of cable, so you have to secure 

about three inches. A simple the load and get a new grip fre- 

“cap” (which is screwed together quently. A loggingchain is handy 

from plumbing pipe) fits over the for this work: for one thing it acts 

sharp end to protect it from being as its own choker, since it has a 

blunted while driving. fitting on each end that grips on 

But for a variety of reasons, you any chain link it is slipped over, 

may want to employ additional Steel carabiners are really indis- 

methods of stopping traffic. For pensible for all rigging work, 

instance you might want to make especially for use as “fairleads” 

the damage look like an act of (with the Teflon rollers is best) to 

nature (or at most, vandalism). lead cables and ropes over/a- 

You might want to prevent quick round turns. Any library should 

restoration of road usage: as each have books that explain rigging 
“road stake” is found it can be re- and the use of tackle in detail; 
moved, whereas some of these nautical books such as 

techniques will require a major Chapman’s have sufficient cover- 
effort to repair. On occasion the age of the subject, 
money, equipment, and initiative “Spud” bars are just long, 
to make the repairs will not come heavy duty pry-bars. You can 

together, and it will be put off. make a really nice one cheaply by 

Ere )/ dclan of destruction is a ric- using a piece of heavy-wall, steel 

tori/ for those who seek to defend box tube. Cut a slot in the end of 

life. the box-tube, slip a piece of leaf- 

The well-known methods of spring in the slot, and have a 

cutting a tree across, or rolling a welding shop run a bead every- 

boulder onto, a road are of little where the leafspring touches the 

value for our purposes. Trees can tube. Use the come-along to pull 

be cut out of the way, and the in- on the end of a log as a giant lever 

truder suffers no loss. Trees can if even a pry bar won’t do the job. 

be of use on footpaths where dirt- The hydraulic jack is useful for 

bikes are a problem. Hikers raisingsomethingenough togeta 

simply step over, while the bike bar or roller under it. and it can 

has to be dragged over the log(s). be used for “pushing” as des- 

Of course the logs have to be cribed below. The rock chisels 

placed in spots where dirt-bikes can be used to start blocks of frac- 

can't ride around the ends, and it tured rock, as can the thicker 

has to be done in many places to splitting wedges, 

present a real deterrent. A tree Undercutting a bank is only a 
across the road might be effective little better than logs and rocks, 

in conjunction with another oper- as the rubble can usually be 

ation to delay motorized pursuit. cleared out of the way. or driven 

Any boulder you can drag into over, with less trouble than it took 

the road, some 4-wheel driver to bring it down. However, it is 

with a winch can probably move possible to find conditions in 

out. But for those occasions where which a modest effort applied to 

you feel that a big rock can be an unstable bank will fill up part 

placed in a hard-to-remove posi- of the road where there are no 

tion, the most useful tools for easy detours. Using the spud bar 

manuevering big rocks and logs in the cracks of fractured rock is 



sometimes feasible. After a bank 
is well undermined, a ditch 
across the top of the bank will 
help to bring it down; remain on 
the uphill side of the ditch and/or 
rope-off to avoid becomi ng part of 
the landslide! If after undercut- 
ting the bank and ditching across 
the top it still won’t slide, you can 
lay a pole on each side of the 
bottom of the ditch. Lay the 
hydraulic jack on its side, be- 
tween the poles, and jack them 
apart; they spread the load along 
the ditch and pushes the under- 
mined bank off. 

Much better than blocking the 
road is to re wore part of the road- 
bed. This is especially effective on 
a steep hillside where more “fill” 
is hard to get and stabilize in 
place. One simple, small-scale 
way to do this is to ditch the 
natural water flow downward 
across the road. The best place is 
where a “cove” or watercourse 
crosses the road on a hill. Such a 
spot will often have a culvert or 
“waterbreak” to keep the run-off 
from washing out the road. You 
can dig out a water-break, 
creating a ditch across the road, 
which running water will 
deepen. If it is too narrow and 
shallow it is easy to fill with a log 
or two. If it is too wide it can be 
“forded.” A pick, pry-bar. and 
long-handled, pointed shovel are 
about all the tools needed for such 
a job. 

If the road has culverts, you can 
just stuff the uphill ends with 
rocks, etc. and dig through the 
road fill to expose the top of the 
culvert. If this is done at the 
beginning of a seasonal rainy 
period, most of the culverts will 
wash out, creating an excellent 
vehicle barrier. Or you can 
remove the culverts, using the 
come-along or a vehicle to drag 
them out. First dig all the road 
fill off the tops and free the ends 
enough to get a choker on them. 
Using pole A-frames and fair- 
leads as necessary, get an upward 
pull on the end of the culvert, lift- 
ing it out of the road. Use the 
come-along or a vehicle to pull on 
the cable, through tackle as ne- 
cessary. and then bend it when 
one end is free, leaving it half 
buried in the road. 

continued in Yule issue 




FOREMAN BIDS FOR 
NAT L SIERRA CLUB BOARD 


3. Budgeting 1.8 million 
dollars for the new S.C. catalog 
and mailorder store, as Foreman 
put it, "Sucks.” 

4. S.C. should have a stronger 
commitment to political activity. 

Foreman’s background 
includes: 

— Southwest Rep. The Wilder- 
ness Society 

—Washington lobbying coor- 
dinator, The Wilderness 
Society 

— Vice-Chair, Rio Grande Chap- 
ter Sierra Club 

—Chair, New Mexico Wilderness 
Study Committee 
—Board of Trustees, New Mexico 
Nature Conservancy 
—Founder, American Rivers 
Conservation Council 
— New Mexico Chair, Conser- 
vationists for Carter 
— Founder, Earth First! 
—Editor, EF! journal 

important Details* 

To qualify for nomination, 
Foreman needs 200 signatures. 
Only Sierra Chub members can 
sign. 

For petitions and a write-up on 
Dave contact: 

B. Koehler, campaign 

chairman 

Box 891 

Ely, Nevada 89301 
*Please return signed petitions to 
the above address by DEC. 10, 
1982. 


He’s been talking about this for 
a long time. Now, it’s official. 
Dave Foreman is seeking 
nomination and election to the 
Sierra Club National Board of 
Directors. 

What better way to put some 
backbone into that outfit? What 
better way to re-align its prior- 
ities in a progressive step back- 
ward to the fighting vision of 
John Muir? 

Only a few people are crazy 
enough to run for the position. 
Fewer still have as much exper- 
tise and experience in the realm 
of earth defense. 

Foreman is ready, willing and 
able. But, you may ask, does he 
have appeal? You bet your en- 
graved Sierra Cup he does! 

Dave can eat plain yoghurt 
with one hand and raw steak with 
the other. He’s been from a 
Marine Corps brig to the beaches 
of Topolobampo, Mexico. He’s 
petted a rattlesnake, and has 
shaken Ronald Reagan’s hand. 
He’s a hard-ass and an old softie, 
and his mother still loves him. 

Here’s a sampling of his plat- 
form: 

1. Sierra Club should take a 
more militant stand on environ- 
mental issues. 

2. More of the S.C. budget 
should go to the Conservation 
Department, (especially more 
Assistant Regional Reps.) and to 
chapters and groups for con- 
servation work. 


ON THE ROAD AGAIN— The Earth First! Road Show with 
Johnny Sagebrush, Cecilia Ostrow, Dave Foreman and the 
“Cracking of Glen Canyon Damn” movie will tour the West Coast 
the last two weeks of January. The Yule issue of EF! will have 
details. Contact your local EF! contact to help organize an appear- 
ance in your area. 
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EARTH RELIGION 


HAP PY NEW YEAR 

by LaRue Christie 



What insanity is this? None at 
all. Still oriented as to time, 
place, and person, but oriented 
from an older perspective, 
Samhain (pronounced something 
like “soween.” “sow-heen,” or 
“sav-een”) is the first day of the 
new year in ancient Earth Re- 
ligions. 

The rationale for choosing 
what is now November 1st as the 
first day of the year arises quite 
logically from the structure of 
these old religions. Almost all 
forms of Earth religion have in 
common the worship of a female 
goddess and a male god. In many 
forms, the goddess is worshipped 
as “first among equals,” and the 
god is worshipped as her consort 
and counterpart. Male and 
female deities, have, in the past, 
been associated with both sun 
and the moon. Because the deity 
represented by the heavenly body 
has been known to “change sex” 
as the culture changed, under- 
standing the images can become 
quite complicated. But the 
Earth is always female; thus, 
those who revere the Earth 
always worship the Goddess. In 
Celtic tradition, the goddess 
retires for the winter on Novem- 
ber 1st, leaving the world under 
the reign of the Hunter God (who 
may also be called the Horned 
God, the Holly King, and the Lord 
of Misrule) until spring (Beltane) 
when She again emerges, fertile 
and nurturing, to bring all the 
world and its life forms under her 
benevolent rule. 

Some forms of this belief 
system, having gained in sym- 
bolic sophistication over time, 
have persisted since the dawn of 
recorded history. Despite system- 
atic persecution, they survive 
today and are consciously and 
openly practiced by the brave 
and the foolhardy. Many others 
revere the same concepts secretly 
or unconsciously. And almost 
everyone practices certain 
aspects of Earth religions with- 
out knowing the ancient and 
archetypal meanings of the 
rituals. 

Samhain, literally “Summer’s 
End.” has always been a time of 
feast and celebration. It was the 
time when the old pastoralists 
selected the breeding stock they 
thought they could feed through 
the winter and slaughtered the 
remainder, salting away all that 
was not 'to be immediately eaten. 
All the harvest had to be ga- 
thered in by this time, too, 
because of the Pooka, a hobgoblin 
who delighted in tormenting 
humans and would destroy or 
contaminate anything left in the 
fields over Samhain Eve. A 
demon disciplinarian! 

There must have been an un- 
certain nervousness, an anxiety, 
among the people about whether 
the food stored would be enough 
to see them all through the 
winter. In order to propitiate the 
winter spirits- who rode the wind 
with the Hunter God, ritual sacri- 
fice was observed. In even older 
times, there is much evidence 
that actual human sacrifice was 
performed. Such sacrifices may 
have served a practical as well as 
symbolic function. Some sources 
suggest that criminals or other 
unwanted, burdensome people 
in the tribe were chosen for the 
burning. Ritual and actual sacri- 
fice had cathartic and realistic 
functions in ancient times and 


was not thought so terrible where 
belief in reincarnation was 
absolute and universal through- 
out the majority of the world’s 
religions. The custom of burning 
that which is unwanted survives 
into the present in England 
where an effigy' of Guy Fawke s(a 
king’s assassin) is burned, and in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, where 
Zozobra (“Old Man Gloom,” a 60- 
foot-tall symbol of anxiety and 
care) is burned in an elaborate 
ritual. The burning of Zozobra 
isn’t Celtic in origin; itoriginated 
with the Mexican Indians, anoth- 
er culture which has at its 
roots the religious reverence 
for the Earth and Mother Na- 
ture. Bloodthirsty cries of 
“Burn him, burn him!” signal 
the beginning of a weekend long 
feast and party during autumn of 
each year. And each year he is 
reincarnated. 

The Eskimos and Polynesians 
are known to have ceremoniously 
“recycled” people who were bur- 
densome to the society because of 
physical or mental defect, age, or 
food shortage. In ancient Greece, 
it was considered only “good 
manners” to drink the hemlock 
when one became old and infirm. 
Death was not hated and feared 
among those peoples as it is today. 
It was considered merely amass- 
ing through” to another plane of 
existence from which one might 
return. In some cases, the victim 
was greatly honored. Aging 
kings and heroes were sacrificed 
in some cultures, their blood 
spread on the fields to ensure 
future fertility. Such a rite might 
have been symbolic of impreg- 
nating the Goddess before her 
withdrawal into the underworld. 
Since the Goddess emerged every 
spring, just as the sun was reborn 
each morning after visiting the 
“other world” each night, the 
cycle of life and death was bal- 
anced for these peoples, even unto 
their deities. 

Christians too believed in re- 
incarnation until about the 5th 
century A.C.E. (“after the com- 
mon era,” meaning the same 
thing as A.D., anno Domini, 
without accepting the implica- 
tion that time began when Jesus 
was born). However, the Church 
doctrine that Jesus was a scape- 
goat for the sins of those who 
confessed and repented, even 
upon the deathbed, relieved the 
sinner from personal responsi- 
bility for his behavior. That 
doctrine was contradictory to the 
belief in reincarnation whicn em- 
phasized that social debts 
incurred in the present life would 
be paid in the future one. Since, if 
you were a cruel king or pope you 
might be reborn as a slave or 
pagan (literal translation; 
peasant), belief in reincarnation 
imposed acertain restrainton the 
exercise of power. During the 
Dark Ages, it was important to 
those who had power to be able to 
retain it, using whatever harsh 
means were necessary and later 
being absolved of sin by the 
clergy. The economic hard 
times made those in power choose 
between sharing more of their 
wealth with the peasantry upon 
whose labor they depended or 
forcing those peasants to con- 
tinue their labors while having 
less to eat. The psychological and 
economic advantages of a belief 
system which allowed one to be 
forgiven for the harm one did to 
others, without having to repay 
the people harmed, are obvious. 
While Jesus taught that, in our 


love for one another, we should be 
able to forgive one another’s 
weaknesses and mistakes “seven- 
ty times seven,” he never said that 
a third party could forgive the 
first party for harming a second 
party. Only a bureaucracy could 
come up with an idea like that. 

The belief in reincarnation and 
the notion that each action pro- 
duces its own appropriate reac- 
tion, no matter how long delayed, 
is important to the understand- 
ing of Samhain. This holiday was 
the time when the barriers be- 
tween past, present, and future 
were minimal as the old year 
ended and the new one began, 
thus making one aware of how 
past actions affect the present 
and future. This concept is 
echoed in the Jewish Yom 
Kippur, a time of atonement for 
past misdeeds, which occurs just 
before Rosh Hashanah, the 
Jewish New Year. Reincarnation 
also held that the souls of those 
who had died dwell on other 
psychic planes until they are 
ready to re-enter the plane of “life 
on Earth.” At Samhain, the time 
of changing the seasons, it was 
believed that a passage opened 
between the planes of psychic 
existence to permit the Lady of 
fertility and nurturance to retire 
and rest for the winter and the 
Lord of animals, of the hunt, and 
of death to emerge. The image of 
the ruling spirits of winter is 
always harsh, demanding, awe- 
inspiring, and wild (i.e., not 
subject to mankind’s wishes); 
these spirits delighted in tor- 
menting humans who deserved 
it. Worse still, during the brief 
time when the passage between 
spiritual planes was open, com- 
munication with the spirits of 
those who had died became 
easier; thus one was subject to 
haunting by any spirit who held a 
grudge. 

The feasting that took place on 
Samhain was not only in cele- 
bration of the “harvest home;” it 
was also Feile na Marbh (pro- 
nounced .foul nil mill more), the 
Feast of the Dead, a way of wel- 
coming beloved shades to the 
warmth and friendliness of the 
family again. It was necessary to 
propitiate mischievous spirits by 
offering gifts (treats), but the 
spirits could sometimes provide 
information about things to 
come. 

Divinatory rituals were very 
much a part of the Samhain cele- 
bration. Some might divine the 
identity of a future husband-to- 
be by the way that nuts jumped 
while beingroasted in the fire. Or 
a girl might wash her nightdress 
in running water and hang it to 
dry before the fire on Samhain 
Eve to summon her future mate, 
who would enter and turn it over. 
In Ireland, it is still very much a 
custom to bake “barm brack,” a 
dark loaf made with dried fruit 
and nu ts and “articles of fate.” It’s 
thought that a ring found in a 
slice of barm brack predicts a 
marriage within twelve months, 
a pea means poverty while a bean 
foretells wealth, a stick indicates 
violence, particularly between 
life partners, and a rag promises 
the finder a life unmarried. 


Fertility divinations have 
always been particularly impor- 
tant, as Samhain was an occasion 
of traditional and deliberate 
sexual freedom. It is practically 
mandatory to many practitioners 
of Earth religions that the “Great 
Rite" be actually or symbolically 
observed. Sexuality was once 
upon a time loved and revered as 
the holiest celebration of life, a 
sacramental act in honor of life. 
Sexual union symbolized the 
hierogamos (holy marriage) that 
took place between the Goddess 
and the God and produced all life 
in Earth, even the Earth itself in 
many creation myths. It was 
probably one of the major rea- 
sons why so much physical and 
economic force was needed to 
institutionalize Christianity as 
the mil// religious standard per- 
missable and one which found sex 
to be evil. 

The pagans (peasants) liked the 
teachings of Jesus, but they didn’t 
find them incompatible with the 
traditions of the Goddess, who 
also taught and represented the 
principles of love and. nurtur- 
ance. So the people simply gave 
respect and reverence to both. 
Obviously, such plurality dilutes 
the power and authority of the 
priests of any religion. If the pur- 
pose of the (organized) religion is 
worship, then power isn’t impor- 
tant and plurality is permissible. 
But if the purpose of the (organ- 
ized) religion is power, then 
worship may be sacrificed in the 
interest of unity. Thus, the 
Church re-scheduled its day of 
reverence for departed saints, All 
Hallows Day, from May 13th to 
November 1st, making October 
31st All Hallows Eve or 
Halloween. Now the pagans had 
to choose between Samhain or All 
Hallows, and both economic and 
physical sanctions could be 
applied by the priests and land 
barons against those peasants 
who chose incorrectly. Neverthe- 
less, celebration of the holiday 
retained many of the traditional 
rituals of Samhain (giving gifts 
or treats to mischievous “spirits,” 
bonfires, burning of effigies, 
divination) and most of the 
psychic quality that sensed a blur- 
ring of the barriers between 
spiritual planes and between 
time conceptions. In England, 
the Church patriarchs became so 
incensed that they abolished All 
Hallows holiday altogether and 
did not restore it until 1928 when 
it was thought that the old pagan 
associations were forgotten. 

But the ancient beliefs and 
practices are tied to the Sun, the 
Moon, the Earth, the seasons, and 
the deepest and most profound 
concern of mankind — conscious 
awareness of life and death. The 
rituals of Earth religions con- 
tinue into the present time, 
remarkably similar to the 
ancient ones. They are most often 
dedicated to gods whose names 
have changed, but the energies 
represented by the gods are 
archetypal to humankind and 
remain the same and recogniz- 
able. even through hundreds of 
name changes that have occu rred 
over the centuries. 


Many thanks to the following 
helpful sources: Janet and 
Stewart Farrar, Eight Sabbots 
.for Witches; Marie-Louise von 
Franz. Creation M.i/tlis; Venetia 
Newall, The Enci/cto/ied in of 
Wilehero.fi & Magic; G. Rattray 
Taylor, Sex in Histonj; Charles 
Squire. Celtic Mgth and Legend, 
Poet rji and Roma nee; Doreen 
Valiente, An ABC of Witchcraft 
Past <£• Present. 



Susannah Pass— A Movie 
Review 

One of these weeks, if you’re 
crazy enough to watch the 2 a.m. 
movie, you might get lucky and 
see an early-day Roy Rogers’ 
movie called “Susannah Pass.” 

Roy was a game warden who 
lived in a fire lookout tower but 
still wore his white cowboy hat 
and fancy boots. Dale Evans was 
a fishery biologist (with a Doc- 
torate Degree) working at a Cal- 
ifornia trout hatchery. Bullet was 
a puppy, Trigger was magnifi- 
cent, Buttermilk wasn’t a star 
and Pat Brady hadn’t broughthis 
jeep into the movies yet. Ah yes, 
the Sons of the Pioneers played 
dual roles as the likeable town 
drunks in jail, and as Roy’s assist- 
ant wardens and roommates in 
the tower. 

Now, you may ask, what does 
this have to do with Earth First!? 

Well, the villains were evil oil- 
men, led by a dastardly banker, 
and an ex-convict oil geologist. 
There was a vast oil reserve lo- 
cated underneath the hatchery 
pond. The bad guys used seismic 
blasts to kill the trout in an 
attempt to close the hatchery and 
take control of the oil reserves. 

I could go on and on. The good 
guys rode horses and outran the 
truck-driving bad guys. 

The owner of the hatchery 
couldn’t swim and drowned when 
his evil banker-brother shot his 
boat full of bullet holes. Mean- 
while the Sons of the Pioneers 
crooned their tunes. 

There’s much more to this 
classic flick. But the message at 
the end really grabbed me. As the 
sun set over California. Roy 
pulled his white Stetson off his 
head and said, “There’s more to 
this hatchery than producing 
trout for fishermen. These fish 
are a part of the wonder of nature 
for one and all to enjoy and pro- 
tect.” 

— B.K. 


“I ljiay be arrested. I may be 
tried and thrown in jail, but I 
never will acquiesce or 
submit to authorities nor will 
I make peace with a system 
which degrades woman to a 
mere incubator and which 
fattens on her innocent 
victims.” 

-Emma Goldman. 1916 
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Caribou Does Big Death Scene 

by Reuben Ellin 

Just when you think you have 
all the environmental angst you 
can handle, just when revenge 
and passion are rising up your 
esophagus like too much caffeine, 
just when the moral detritus of 
Reaganomics and the American 
lust for ever more expensive hag 
fish is washing up your eery own 
pipes and flooding all over your 
bathroom floor. . .just as disen- 
franchisement is being sung in 
the epic mode comes more bad 
news from the northwest. 

Rangifer Tarandus Montanus, 
the Selkirk mountain caribou is 
about to do the big death scene 
from Hamlet — for keepers. These 
caribou, which roam the wild, 
mountainous border of British 
Columbia and Idaho are the 
southernmost existing herd of 
wild caribou in North America. 
They are the only remaining 
caribou in the contiguous United 
States. And the latest count esti- 
mates the size of the herd at 
fifteen. Biologists now say that 
Rangifer is the rarest mammal in 
the United States. 

Illegal hunting, automobile 
traffic, powerline corridors and 
clearcut logging continue to 
shrink the caribou range. The 
population continues to decline— 
by some estimates down 50% in 
the last few years. The Selkirk 
caribou is a California condor 
with large Bambi eyes. And you 
know what — this is where the 
story really takes a turn toward 
the ugly — the Selkirk caribou is 
not even included on the federal 
government’s list of endangered 
species! That’s right, our boys in 
Washington just hate long good- 
byes, so they’re making the geno- 
cide of Rangifer short and sweet. 
The great ethical/moral sieve 
that directs our national land 
management policy is prepared 
to watch the demise of a great and 
important species. 

You see. the Selkirk mountain 
caribou is a sort of barometer of 
wildness. Their presence is an 
indication of healthy wilderness. 
If they disappear, it means some- 
body screwed up. probably 
irrevocably. Part of the Selkirk 
Mountains of northern Idaho is 
currently under consideration 
for wilderness classification. 
Included is part of the remaining 
caribou range. Wilderness desig- 
nation for all RARE II lands in 
the Selkirks and endangered 
species classification for Rangi- 
fer are urgent priorities if we 
want to do right by this animal. 

We humans are getting a nasty 
reputation for greed and extinc- 
tion. As a result, the caribou is in 
trouble. We are in trouble. Earth 
Firstlers. . .take your cue! 

For more information on the 
Selkirk mountain caribou and 
the many incompetents and 
douchebags trying to seal its fate 
write Star Rt. 1, Box 100, 
Bonners Ferry, ID 83805. 


The Lee Metcalf National Pre- 
serve and Wilderness 
Earth First! Montana has called 
for the creation of a Lee Metcalf 
National Preserve and 
Wilderness of about 925,000 
acres in southwestern Montana, 
directly adjacent to Yellowstone 
National Park. 

The proposal calls for two large 
wilderness units within the pre- 
serve, the return of all Burling- 
ton/Northern "checkerboard 
lands” to the federal government, 
acquisition of scenic easements 
for other private lands within the 
unit, a 5-year phaseout of the Big 
Sky Resort, revocation of the Ski 
Yellowstone Special Use Permit, 
Wild and Scenic River designa- 
tion for the Madison, Gallatin, 
and Yellowstone Rivers, with- 
drawal from mineral entry for 
the entire preserve, designation 
of a “Scenic Highwmy Corridor,” 
and a national system of “Wilder- 
ness Recovery Areas.” 

Howie Wolke, the EF! Wyo- 
ming/Montana Wilderness Coor- 
dinator said, “This is the only way 
to insure protection for this vital 
link in the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem. The Forest Service 
obviously can’t do the job.” 

A spokesperson for the EF! 
Montana group added, “John 
Melcher has gone too far! His 
anti-wilderness bill and efforts 
to accommodate Burlington/ 
Northern’s every whim are an 
insult to the memory of Sena- 
tor Lee Metcalf, a. great con- 
servationist. The Senator from 
Burlington/Northern is not rep- 
resenting the people of Montana. 
He has forced us to fight back.” 

Current threats to the wild 
nature of the area are numerous: 
logging, mining, road building, 
power corridors, commercial ski 
development, subdivisions, and 
other developments are all pro- 
posed or proceeding within the 
proposed preserve. 

The Lee Metcalf National 
Preserve and Wilderness 
would include two wilderness 
units. The Gallatin Range unit 
would follow the boundaries 
drawn by the late Senator Met- 
calf (S.393) and generally sup- 
ported by Montana citizens. The 
Taylor-Hilgard unit would also 
follow the S.393 boundary, but 
would also add approximately 
50,000 additional acres, mostly in 
three areas: Mt. Hebgen, the 
Taylor Fork, and an area just 
south of Big Sky on lands cur- 
rently “owned” by Burlington/ 
Northern. The controversial Jack 
Creek area is included in the 
Taylor-Hilgard unit, and 
existing access to private ranches 
would remain open within the 
Taylor Fork addition. 

Wolke also criticized other 
Montana conservation groups for 
their compromising positions. 
“The Greater Yellowstone Coal- 
ition, Madison-Gallatin Alliance, 
and Montana Wilderness Asso- 
ciation are not willing to fight 
fire with fire. They’re so busy 
trying to cut a deal with Senator 
Melcher that they’ve nearly given 
away the entire ballgame.” 

When asked about Earth First! 
plans in the future. Wolke said. 
“If necessary, we’ll organize and 
carry out any level of civil dis- 
obedience necessary to protect 
the wild Madison and Gallatin 
ranges. Long live the Grizzly 
bear, the wilderness, and the will 
to resist!” 



EARTH FIRST! LOCAL GROUPS AND CONTACTS 

If you want to become involved with other EARTH FIRST!ers in 
your area, contact one of the folks listed below. If you’d like to start a 
local group of EF! or be a local contact, contact Tony Moore 316 E 
Spruce #2 Missoula MT 59801 (406) 728-5493. 


AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
22 Terania St Lismere 2480 
New South Wales, Australia 
ALASKA 
Tom Pogson 
SR 20056 

Fairbanks, AK 99701 

ARIZONA 
Paul Hirt 

Box 40154 
Tucson, AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

ARKANSAS 
Bill Coleman 

924 N. Taylor 
Little Rock, AR 72203 
(501) 664-7127 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata — Bill Devall 
POB 21 

Areata, CA 95521 
(707) 822-8136 

Fresno — Michael Bordenave 

Sierra Assoc, for the Environ- 
ment (SAFE) 

3771 Circle Dr 
W. Fresno, CA 93704 
(209) 229-0272 

Marin County — Tim Jeffries 

22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax, CA 94930 
(415) 456-7433 

San Franscisco — Phillip 
Friedman 

2300 Ortega St. 

San Francisco CA 94122 
(415) 665-0794 

San Luis Obispo — Jean C. 

Gordon 
1214 B Mill St 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
Santa Cruz — Jean 
Brochlebank C. 

425 Washington #6 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(408) 426-9266 

COLORADO 
Boulder — Richard Ling 

1020 13th #K 
Boulder, CO 80302 

Durango — Steve Rauworth 

8593 Hwy 172 
Ignacio, CO 81137 
(303) 884-9864 

Glenwood Springs — John 
Flippone 
POB 1091 

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 
(303) 945-2075 

Telluride — Art Goodtimes 
POB 1008 

Telluride, CO 84435 

CONNECTICUT 
R. Neil Harvey 
235 S Park St 
Willmantic, CT 06226 
(203) 423-2926 
GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 
378 Oakland Ave SE 
Atlanta, GA 30312 
(404) 525-2271 
ILLINOIS 

Prairie Grove Group EF! 

Don Johnson 

Woodside Farm 
1841 S River Rd 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
(312)296-7960 or 
Tim Byers 
(312) 463-8045 
KANSAS 

Manhatten — Neil Schanker 
1221 Thurston, 

Manhatten, KS 66502 
(913) 532-5866 
Oskaloosa — Daniel Dancer 
Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa, KS 66066 

MAINE 

Brunswick— Gary Lawless 
POB 186 

Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 


Harrington — Charles Ewing 
RD 1 

Harrington, ME 04643 
MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 
2403 W Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 
(301) 367-8855 

MICHIGAN 

Ann Arbor— Joe Onion 

1201 White St. 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

MONTANA 
Tony Moore 

316 E Spruce #2 
Missoula, MT 59801 
(406) 728-5493 

NEVADA 

Jomayne R. Stevens 

65 Vine St 
Reno, NV 89503 

NEW JERSEY 
Bob Ludd 

246 Fawn Ridge 
Mountainside, NJ 07092 
(201) 233-7656(N) 624-7446 (D) 

NEW MEXICO 

Albuquerque — Neil Cobb 

3205 Campus NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505) 268-6352 (H) 

(505) 277-6437 (W) 

Santa Fe — Tom Callanan 
815 Dunlap St 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
NEW YORK 
Troy— Ralph Meima 
251 Liberty St 
Troy, NY 12180 
(518) 272-2496 

Tully — Milton Bieber 

Stevens Rd RD #1 
Tuily, NY 13129 
(315) 696-8072 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Andrews — Hank Fonda 

RT 1 Box 640B 
Andrews, NC 28901 

Star — Ron & Sue Correll 
Star Farm Rt. 1 Box 78 A-l 
Star, NC 27356 

OHIO 

Rik Thuesen 

Antioch College 
Yellow Springs, OH 45387 or 
8483 Whitewood 
Brecksville, OH 44141 
OREGON 

Corvallis — Lynn Cochrane 
744 NW 27th 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
(503) 753-6486 

Eugene — Greg Morris 
2570 Jackson St 
Eugene OR 97405 
(503) 687-0085 
Portland — Eileen Kay 
4815 NE Flanders 
Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 236-7308 or 
Melinda Lee 
9945 SW Trotter PI 
Beaverton, OR 97005 
(503( 646-0132 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia — Lisa Jo Freeh 

233 Plymouth Rd 
Gwynedd Valley, PA 19437 

TEXAS 

Rio Grande Guides’ Assoc. 

Box 57 

Terlingua, TX 70852 

UTAH 

Logan — George Nickas 
422 N 400 E 
Logan, UT 84321 
Moab — Bob Phillips 
POB 381 
Moab, UT 84532 
(801) 259-2059 

Provo — Ken Wintch 
1101 Elm Ave 
Provo, UT 84601 
(801) 377-2367 


Salt Lake City — Spurs Jackson 
POB 26221 

Salt Lake City, UT 84126 
(801) 355-2154 

VIRGINIA 
Alan Kinchloe 

Rt. 1 Box 54A 
Millboro, VA 24460 

WASHINGTON 
Olympia— Randy Weeks 

1221 Bing St 
Olympia, WA 98502 

WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 

Box 222-A 
RR 1 

Ridgeley, WV 26753 
(304) 738-2212 

WYOMING 
Nagasaki Johnson 

Box 2617 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-8054 

(NOTE TO CONTACTS: Please 
check to make su re your address is 
correct. Send us your phone 
number if we don’t have it.) 

EF! State Wilderness 
Coordinators 

The following people are coor- 
dinating EF! wilderness studies 
and comments to agencies in 
their respective states. As was 
mentioned in the last issue oiEF! 
it was decided at the RRR that 
Earth First! should become more 
involved in the BLM wilderness 
review and RARE II wilderness 
bills. The EF! paper will main- 
tain a file of all EF! comments so 
please send copies of your com- 
ments to us. If you’d like to coor- 
dinate BLM or Forest Service 
wilderness in your state for EF!, 
please let us know so we can list 
you. EF!ers who would like to 
help on this project should 
contact their state coordinator. 
ARIZONA 
Paul Hirt 
Box 40154 
Tucson, AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

MONTANA 
Howie Wolke 

Box 2348 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 
NEVADA 
Dave Foreman 
POB 235 
Ely, NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 

NEW MEXICO 
Dave Foreman 
(temporary) 

OREGON 
Gregg Morris 
2570 Jackson St. 

Eugene, OR 97405 
(503) 687-0085 
WYOMING 
Howie Wolke 
UTAH 
Bart Kohler 
POB 235 
Ely, NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 
IDAHO 

Dave Foreman/Bart Koehler 


Note to Local EF! Contacts 

Send us reports of your activ- 
ities, issues, updates, and 
announcements of EF! 
meetings in your area. This is 
your space in EF! Use it! 
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EARTH FIRST! EARTH FIRST! EARTH FIRST! EARTH FIRST! 


THE BATTLE OF 


— Paul Bratton 

"The most important gathering 
in opposition to the invasion of our 
mountains since Stonewall Jack- 
son kicked the Yankees out of 
McDowell . " 

That was how one participant 
described the May 2nd (1982) 
victory celebration when more 
than 50 residents of northwestern 
Virginia gathered on Elliot 
Knob. Some might call that an 
exaggeration, but others saw the 
local victory over the combined 
forces of VEPCO.theU.S. Forest 
Service, and the chemical 
industry as even more pheno- 
menal than Jackson’s rout of the 
Union Army from these moun- 
tains 120 years ago. 

This time the battle wasn’t 
fought with musket and cannon. 
Instead a dedicated band of rural 
residents had turned out with 
chainsaws and axes to defeat a 
Virginia Electric and Power Co. 
(VEPCO) plan to assault this 
highest peak in northwest Vir- 
ginia with toxic chemicals. 

For a year residents had op- 
posed plans to aerial spray the 
two-mile long transmission 
right-of-way leading to the Knob. 
The rugged Elliot Knob area of 
the George Washington National 
Forest was allocated to nonwil- 
derness under RARE II largely 
due to the presence of the power- 
line and public television relay 
antenna in the heart of the area. 
The objections of nearby resid- 
ents, an administrative appeal, 
and even an offer to voluntarily 
clear the right-of-way were all 
rejected by VEPCO and the 
Forest Service. 

However, all was not lost. 
During the opposition to this pro- 
ject and other Forest Service 
actions, a loosely knit band of 
mountain residents had come to- 
gether under the name Appala- 
chian Survival. Appalachian 
Survival was dedicated to 
defending a place and a way of 
life that is increasingly threat- 
ened. Soon thereafter Appala- 
chian Survival became affiliated 
with Earth First!. 

With helicopter spraying 
scheduled for this summer, 
members of Appalachian 
Survival decided to take matters 
into their own hands. 

On two spring weekends more 
than a dozen workers turned out 
determined to defeat the spray 
plan by the simple strategy of 
removing the spray targets. Tree 
species including maple, pine, 
and locust were cut and removed 
from the right-of-way. Low- 
growing plants like mountain 
laurel, blueberry, and bear oak 
were left to provide food and 
cover for wildlife as well as to 
inhibit future invasion by tree 
species. 

Once the right-of-way was 
cleared, a public information 
campaign was carried out, cul- 
minating in the May 2nd cele- 
bration. 

With reporters from local 
papers and radio calling the 
power company for a response to 
the action. VEPCO officials, 
after months of ignoring resi- 
dents’ concerns, were quick to 
quietly accept the manual clear- 
ing as removing the need for 
herbicide use on Elliot Knob. 

Meanwhile the Forest Service 
took a “very dim view” of Appala- 
chian Survival’s action. George 
Washington National Forest 
spokesman Malcolm Coekerham 
announced there would be an 
investigation with possible tres- 
pass charges since the “cutting 
was done without any authority.” 

According to AS member and 
nearby resident ' Paul Bratton, 


ELLIOT KNOB 

“There may have been a technical 
violation but this was only to stop 
more serious violations that 
would have occurred with the 
spraying.” Opponents saw con- 
tamination of nearby streams, 
wildlife in the area, and those 
who depend on the wildlife for 
sustenance as likely results of the 
spray project. 

Despite repeated requests, the 
Forest Service had refused to 
monitor water quality in the 
spray area. Nor would the Forest 
Service or VEPCO address 
public concerns about the pos- 
sible dioxin contamination from 
a 1975 right-of-way spraying 
with 2.4. 5-T, a major component 
of Agent Orange. 

This time around VEPCO had 
planned to use Krenite, a rela- 
tively new chemical with little 
data available on its environ- 
mental effects. 

The chemical’s label carries 
these warnings: “Do not use on 
food crops. Do not allow drift or 
spray mist to contact desirable 
trees, shrubs or other plants, as 
injury may result. . . .Do not con- 
taminate any body of water.” 

AS Toxics Coordinator Judy 
Price stated, “Neither we, whose 
lives are bound to these moun- 
tains, nor government agencies 
like the Forest Service, nor cor- 
porations like VEPCO, can know 
what effect the spraying of 
Krenite on this right-of-way may 
have on us in the future. We do 
not know whether it will be dis- 
covered that Krenite, or some 
contaminant or metabolite of 
Krenite, is persistent in animal 
flesh and carcinogenic. But we do 
know that we don’t want our 
mountain to be used as a test site 
for toxic chemicals, nor do we 
wish to be guinea pigs for Dupont 
(who makes Krenite) or 
VEPCO.” 

In addition to stopping the 
aerial spray on Elliot Knob, 
workers were eager to prove that 
manual clearing provides a vi- 
able alternative to broadcast 
herbicide use. VEPCO had 
asserted that the spraying would 
cost $1,700 compared to a cost of 
over $5,000 for manual clearing. 

The Elliot Knob action publi- 
cized the fact that manual 
workers could have earned $30 
an hour (or an obviously absurd 
$100 per hour at VEPCO’s figure 
for manual clearing) for the 50 
man and woman hours required 
for the clearing. In the future 
agencies will be forced to produce 
more honest cost comparisons as 
they seek to justify their herbi- 
cide projects. 

To contact Appalachian Sur- 
vival write Alan Kincheloe, Rt. 1, 
Box 54 A, Millboro, VA 24460. 

NOTE: While digging through the 
EF! files of our former editor we 
came across this regional report 
from Virginia. It is a little dated 
hut certain/!/ worthy of your atten- 
tion. Good Work, Appalachian 
Survival! 


Greetings From Yellow 
Thunder Camp: 

The strength of Yellow Thund- 
er Camp has brought it nearly to 
the completion of its sixth season 
in the sacred He Sapa. Federal 
and state authorities, being 
unable to combat this strength 
have launched a new assault on 
the men, women and children of 
Yellow Thunder. The members 
of the camp have joined together 
and formed a tight fist to combat 
this latest wave of politically and 
racist motivated persecution. By 
sending our allies and supporters 
the following information, we are 
asking you to join this fist and 
stop this wave. 

Consider: 

• On August 14, 1981 a rural 
Rapid City man was taking pic- 
tures of the Camp from the ridge 
immediately overlooking the 
campsite. After being approached 
by two camp members, he drew 
and cocked a .45 automatic pistol 
and then drove away in an Inter- 
national Scout, S.D. license plate 
number AFZ-494. 

• On August 17, 1981 camp at- 
torney Bruce Ellison, after 
having made reports by phone, 
informed Pennington County 
Sheriff Mel Larson and Pactola 
District Ranger Craig Whitte- 
kiend of the U.S. Forest Service 
about this and other life threat- 
ening situations by letter. 

• On July 21, 1982 a rural 
Rapid City man became belli- 
gerent, pointed and cocked a .357 
magnum pistol at camp 
members. His gun arm was 
blocked, he fell back and the gun 
went off, killing the man within 
minutes. His license plate num- 
ber was S.D. AFZ-494. His name 
was Clarence Tollefson. 

• On Augusts, 1982 James Lee 
Jones, who had blocked Tollef- 
son’s shot, was arrested for being 
a prison escapee from Colorado. 

• On August 4, 1982 25 armed 
U.S. Marshalls and Deputy 
Sheriffs went into Yellow 
Thunder, searched it, and served 
subpoenas to almost all camp 
members to appear before a state 
grand jury to investigate the 
shooting and the “fugitives in 
Yellow Thunder Camp.” 

• On August 16, 1982 camp 
members appeared at the Pen- 
nington County Courthouse, gave 
out statements calling the grand 
jury a “witch hunt” designed to 
help the elections of the sheriff 
and the state’s attorney and 
refused to testify. 

• On August 17, 1982 Yellow 
Thunder Camp called for the 
resignation of Sheriff Mel Larson 
on the basis of criminal negli- 
gence and obstruction of justice 
for failing to investigate the Au- 
gust 14, 1981 Tollefson incident. 

• On August 18, 1982 the 
grand jury was suddenly post- 
poned for one month. 

• On August 19, 1982 the 
sheriff and his chief deputy were 
su bpoened by the camp to appear 
in federal court and explain why 
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the August 14, 1981 incident was 
not investigated. They finally 
admitted that they did not think 
it was important. 

To meet this new attack, we are 
gathering seven movement 
lawyers, well versed in grand 
jury law, from around the 
country to come in and aid our 
court appointed attorneys. We 
are also hiring a special investi- 
gator to find out if there are any 
relationships between Tollefson 
and any law enforcement and 
intelligence agencies. To do this 
we need $5,000. Please help by 
contributing to the Yellow 
Thunder Legal Defense Fund. 

We also need your letters to call 
for the investigation of the above 
incidents. Please write the 
agencies listed below. 

We are standing together 
against those local officials who 
are trying to destroy our way of 
life here at Yellow Thunder 
Camp. We ask you to stand with 
us. 

— Russell Means 

*Please make checks payable 
to the American Indian Treaty 
Council Information Center (for 
tax deductible contributions) and 
send your contributions to the 
Yellow Thunder Camp address: 
Yellow Thunder Camp / Lakota 
Nation/ via P.O. Box 9188/ Rapid 
City, South Dakota 57701. 

Please write to the following to 
ask them to investigate the above 
incidents: 

James Weaver, Chairman 
Forest Subcommittee 
1226 Longworth HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Don Edwards, Chairman 
Civil & Constitutional Rights 
2307 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


Clint Roberts 
S.D. member of Congress 
1009 Longworth HOB 
Washington. D.C. 20515 

James Abdnor 
South Dakota Senator 
4241 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Toby Moffett, Chairman 
Energy, Nat’l Resources and the 
Environment Subcommittee 
127 Cannon HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Tom Daschle 
S.D. member of Congress 
439 Cannon HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Larry Pressler 
South Dakota Senator 
2104 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington D.C. 20515 
In addition, please write the 
following to investigate the above 
incidents, plus the Community 
Relations Service (CRS) of the 
Justice Department. Dennis 
Renault of CRS informed the 
camp on July 1 that a vigilante 
group had formed to disrupt the 
camp and then failed to do any- 
thing about it: 

William French Smith, 

Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington. D.C. 

Director 

U.S. Civil Rights Committee 
Washington. D.C. 


Watt Goes A Courtin’ in NV 
Sept. 20 

The Honorable James Watt 
was forced to sneak in the back 
door of Bliss Mansion in order to 
be the “guest of honor” at a 
Republican Party fundraiser in 
Carson City. 

Watt was to be the “star of the 
show” at a $125-a-head cocktail 
and hors d’ouevres affair, lo- 
cated across the street from the 
governor’s mansion. 

Instead, the show was stolen by 
some 50 protestors who sang anti- 
Watt songs from just outside the 
mansion’s white picket fence. The 
spirited group also chanted, 
“Dump Watt,” and “Watt’s 
Wrong,” to the dismay of the 
fi nely dressed observers standing 
on the front porch. Television 
cameras captured the scene, 
radio news reporters scampered 
about, and newspaper reporters 
busily scratched out interviews. 

The loosely organized protest 
was a direct result of Watt’s 
refusal to meet with a group of 
Nevada conservationists. Organ- 
izer Rose Strickland had sent 
W att a letter asking for a meeting 
that would be “free of hostility.” 
Rose never got a reply, so there 
she was holding a sign which 
read “Zap Predatory Plutocrats 
—Not Predators,” and telling a 
reporter, “We’re here to make the 
point that Nevadans do care 
about about clean water, wildlife 
and wilderness.” 

Charlie Watson, a long-time 
Nevada conservationist, wore his 
“Republicans for Wilderness” 
shirt to the event. He told another 
reporter, “Watt not only refuses 
to meet with the public, but his 
BLM agency is busy eliminating 
millions of acres of magnificent 
public lands from wilderness 
protection in Nevada!” 

Watt refused to venture outside 
the white mansion to greet his 
welcoming committee. Further- 
more, the Secretary (who was 
bedecked with a “Republican 
Necktie — subtly festooned with 
tiny elephants”) did not invite the 
singing protesters in for cham- 
pagne and caviar. He apparently 
was offended by placards that 
read “Jesus Saves — Watt De- 
stroys” and “This Land Was My 
Land.” 

It was truly a grand scene for 
Nevada conservationists. As a 
finale the protesters, led by 
Johnny Sagebrush, marched 
around the mansion and sang 
“When the saints go marching 
in... Oh Lord, I want to be in that 
number — to see James Watt pay 
for his sins!” 

As the diverse group of Ne- 
vadans drifted homeward in the 
coming darkness, a reporter 
asked Johnny Sagebrush about 
the protest. After noting that the 
group of Nevadans formed “the 
best singing group we’ve had” he 
added, “Out here in the West, we 
believe in giving a warm 
welcome to foreign diqnataries." 

-B.K. 


MOVING? 

SEND US 
YOUR ADDRESS 
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NUCLEAR WAR AS AN ECOLOGICAL ISSUE 

by Bill Devall 


Book Review 

Jonathan Schell, The Fate of the 
Earth. NY. Knopf, 1982. $11.95 
(paperback edition available in 
November) 

Jonathan Schell calls us to 
think the unthinkable. The 
unthinkable is the possibility of 
nuclear war and the extinction of 
our species, Homo sapiens. 
Schell’s essays, which were ori- 
ginally published in New Yorker 
magazine, have been criticized, 
discussed and praised by many 
commentators in the news media. 
The book has become a focus for 
debates concerning the bilateral 
nuclear freeze proposition on the 
November ballot in California 
and debates over disarmament 
and national defense. 

There are many books now 
available on the social, economic 
and ecological consequences of 
nuclear war, but Schell is one of 
the first to thoroughly discuss the 
“second death,” the extinction of 
our species. Nuclear war, says 
Schell, is not just another war, 
not just new technology applied 
to some goal. There can be no 
winners in an all-out nuclear 
war, only losers. Such terms as 
“limited exchange of nuclear de- 
vices” or “tactical nuclear war” 
are absurd. Death is the only 
victor. The nuclear peril, Schell 
asserts, “is rooted in basic scien- 
tific knowledge, which is likely to 
last as long as mankind does. . 
But in the presence of that peril 
opposite poles of response,. . . 
are possible, and the quality of 
the lives we live together is con- 
ditioned in opposite ways accord- 
ing to which response we choose. 
The choice is really between two 
entire ways of life. One response 
is to decline to face the peril, and 
thus to go on piling up the instru- 
ments of doom year after year 
until, by accident or design, they 
go off. The other response is to 
recognize the peril, dismantle the 
weapons, and arrange the poli- 
tical affairs of the earth so that 
the weapons will not be built 
again." (148) 

The threat of nuclear holo- 
caust is so immense. Schell 
argues, that many humans deny 
the threat or diminish the im- 
portance of it to maintain their 
own sanity. But the denial of the 
threat, is a form of “normal mad- 
ness.” 

Among the difficulties we have 
in thinking about the threat of 
nuclear holocaust is the lack of 
historical precedent. Nuclear 
war is not just bigger warfare 
than ever witnessed in history, it 
is a different type of warfare. It 
threatens the extinction of all 
future generations of our species 
and our reflections on this 
“second death” require a kind of 
mental zen gymnastics. Politics 
as usual, thinking as usual will 
not suffice. Nor will rational as- 
sessment of the consequences of 
nuclear warfare help us much. 
There is too much uncertainty on 
the effects — immediate, short 
range and long range — to make 
any “scientific predictions.” Yet, 
what would a wise and prudent 
person do knowing what little we 
do know about nuclear warfare 
from the experiences in Hiro- 
shima and the atmospheric tests 
in Nevada and the South Pacific? 
Certainly we do not wish to ex- 
periment further with nuclear 
bombs. As Schell says. “. . .there 
are restrictions on experiment- 
ing with human beings: when the 
results might be injurious, lab- 
oratory animals are used instead. 
However, in investigating the 
properties of the earth we lack 


even any recourse that would be 
analogous to the use of these 
animals, for if we have no extra, 
dispensible earths to experiment 
with, neither are we in possession 
of any planets bearing life of 
some different sort.” (77) 

Even if some humans escaped a 
“nuclear exchange” between su- 
perpowers. the planet may suffer 
such damage that future gener- 
ations of humans could not live on 
the earth. Thus Schell argues 
that environmentalists should 
take up the issue of nuclear war 
as an ecological issue. 

Schell says other threats to the 
environment are mere foothills to 
the Everest of the threat of 
nuclear war. 

“Both the effort to preserve the 
environment and the effort to 
save the species from extinction 
by nuclear arms would be en- 
riched and strengthened by this 
recognition. The nuclear 
question, which now stands in 
eerie seclusion from the rest of 
life, would gain a context, and the 
ecological movement, which, in 
its concern for plants and ani- 
mals, at times assumes an almost 
misanthropic posture, as though 
man were an unwanted intruder 
in an otherwise unblemished 
natural world, would gain the hu- 
manistic intent that should stand 
at the heart of its concern.” (Ill) 

In the next paragraph, how- 
ever. Schell says, “seen as a plane- 
tary event, the rising tide of 
human mastery over nature has 
brought about a categorical in- 
crease in the power of death on 
earth.” 

Thus Schell comes to the con- 
clusion that many seminal think- 
ers have made, without crediting 
these thinkers. Schell dabbles at 
metaphysics and epistemology 
but his argument is not as strong 
as it could be if he had incorpor- 
ated the work of Theodore 
Roszak, Lewis Mumford, 
Jacques Ellul and Marty Berman 
in his essays. 

In Schell’s analysis the earth is 
still a collection of natural re- 
sources which serve one species, 
Homo sapiens.He sees humans as 
the measure and measurer of all 
value on earth and ultimate holo- 
caust is the extinction of this 
“favored species.” 

It is not that environmental/ 
ecological philosophers have 
been misanthropic, but they un- 
derstand the central ecological 
insight of John Muir, Aldo Leo- 
pold and other ecologists, that our 
species is only one species. What 
arrogance, says Muir, to give our 
species such semi-divine status. 

Schell recognizes that human 
consciousness is important, but 
he ignores the issue of ecological 
consciousness, the person-in- 
Nature, not outside Nature, not 
observer of the planet. 

The threat of nuclear war 
blows away Descarte^ distinc- 
tion, which underlies much of 
modern ideology, of the observer 
and the observed, the experi- 
menter and experimented upon. 
Those who would use nuclear 
bombs would be trapped in the 
same atmosphere as those who 
are the intended victims. 

Thus Schell suggests our 
awareness of and acceptance of 
the possibility of nuclear holo- 
caust may open us to deeper 
appreciation of the quality of our 
lives and may lead us to “respect 
for human beings, born and 
unborn, based on our common 
love of life and our common jeo- 
pardy in the face of our own 
destructive powers and inclina- 
tions.” Second, the peril may lead 
us to “respect for the earth. This 


is nothing but the full realization 
of the ecological principle, ac- 
cording to which the earth’s en- 
vironment is seen not merely as 
a surrounding element in which 
it is more or less pleasant to live 
but as the foundation of human as 
of other life.” Third, the peril 
opens us to “respect for God and 
nature, or whatever one chooses 
to call the universal dust that 
made, or became, us.” 

This respect for “God or 
nature” is the religious, spiritual 
understanding and compre- 
hension of Earth as a sacred 
place. It is this religious dimen- 
sion that Schell fails to explore in 
his book. Without the virtues of 
humility, restraint and modesty 
and without a dramatic reorder- 
ing of our metaphysics, the threat 
and possibility, if not immediate 
actuality, of nuclear war, will be 
with us. Normal politics is not 
enough. 

While Schell attempts to ask 
the question, “Who are we as a 
species and what is our proper 
role on this earth?” he does not 
address the issue of economic 
development as the flip side of 
nuclear warfare. If nuclear war 
is “logical” based on our usual 
assumptions that the ends justify 
the means, the application of 
science-technology as means, and 
war as politics then economic 
development is also “logical.” 

The rising species extinction 
RATE, not the possible extinc- 
tion of our own species, is the pri- 
mary concern of ecologists. The 
destruction of the Amazon forests 
and possible extinction of 20-25% 
of the TOTAL number of species 
on this earth as a result of 
“normal” economic development 
during the next 20 to 30 years is 
just as much of a holocaust as 
nuclear war. 

Rather than reordering the 
priorities of the environmental 
movement to make the threat of 
nuclear war our primary con- 
cern, I suggest putting nuclear 
war in the deeper context of anal- 
ysis of human mastery over 
Nature. Quite obviously the 
“logic” modernism is leading to a 
possible tragedy more immense 
than we can contemplate. Ob- 
viously, science-technology 
will not save us. We need to face 
up to the fact of power as the 
dominant motif of modern soci- 
eties. With more and more power, 
greater and greater material af- 
fluence, why do so many people 
feel powerless, bored and anx- 
ious? And why do we take out our 
frustrations, desire for more 
power and our incredible vio- 
lence on Nature? 

For Schell the victims of 
nuclear war are the potential 
future generations of humans. I 
suggest the equally important 
victims are the innocent species 
of plants and animals that would 
become extinct due to human vio- 
lence in the name of either “econ- 
omic development” or “national 
security.” 

Unless we assert that Homo 
sapiens is God’s chosen instru- 
ment for bringing absolute death 
and destruction on the Earth, 
then we must assert that to 
engage in nuclear war is the 
greatest sin, not just the greatest 
error, humans have ever com- 
mitted. Until we accept the deep 
ecological principle that Earth 
and all its species have intrinsic 
value and that Earth is a sacred 
place, then we will be guilty of the 
arrogance of humanism dis- 
played in Schell's analysis of the 
nuclear dilemma as much as in 
the minds of those military 
leaders, politicians and scien- 


tists whom he criticizes in his 
book. 

The only assertion that we can 
make is this. Earth First! All else 
is humanistic ideology. 


Prof. Bill Derail of Humboldt 
State Unirersity in Areata, CA, 
is editor of the Earth First! /Dream 
Garden Press hook. Voices for 
Deep Ecology, irliich will be re- 
leased next near. 



ENDANGERED SPECIES AND 
WILDERNESS PRESERVATION 

by Dave Foreman 


In the last issue of EF! we 
reported on the continuing 
decline of grizzly populations 
in the Yellowstone Park region. 
The outlook for the survival of the 
California condor is so dire that 
many are arguing that the condor 
should be allowed to die with dig- 
nity. The plights of the griz and 
condor are illustrative of the 
problems we are facing with en- 
dangered species. Peter Beard is 
right. The problem is not poach- 
ing, it is not too little scientific 
management. It is simply loss of 
habitat — wilderness habitat. The 
only hope for the preservation of 
natural diversity on Earth, the 
only hope for the survival of mil- 
lions of species is to withdraw 
large areas of the planet’s surface 
and atmosphere from all activi- 
ties of industrial human civil- 
ization. 

Perhaps we have devastated 
the habitat of the California 
condor to such an extent that it is 
beyond help. Perhaps not— but 
only if we are serious about habi- 
tat preservation for the condor. 
The Los Padres National Forest 
between Interstate 5 (Tejon Pass) 
and California State Highway 
166 (Cuyama River) should be 
withdrawn as the Condor Wilder- 
ness Preserve. All highways, 
roads, powerlines, ski areas, 
human habitations, and other 
developments within the area 
should be abandoned and all 
human entry into the entire area 
prohibited, including over- 
flights. Much of the area is still 
wild (San Rafael Wilderness, 
Sespe-Frazier roadless area, etc.) 
so this would not be a significant 
economic hardship. The preserve 
would provide a breeding range 
and give the condors the escape 
from human activity which they 
need. Around the million and a 
half acre preserve, large animal 
carcasses (horses, cattle) should 
be deposited in feeding grounds 
for the condor. These feeding 
grounds should be a square mile 
or two in area and closed to all 
human activity and entrance 
except for the trucks bringing in 
the dead horses and cattle. 

Maybe this won’t work either. 
But, it seems to us to be the 
only hope for providing the neces- 
sary solitudinous habitat and 


adequate food supply for the 
great vulture. Perhaps the prob- 
lem with the condor is that they 
just don’t want to survive if they 
have to do it in a human-domin- 
ated world (sort of like some of us 
would feel if we had to live the 
rest of our lives in Tokyo). It’s 
time we allowed them their own 
corner of the world where they 
don’t have to associate with us. 
(See the article “The Forest 
Service Assault on Big Wilder- 
ness,” in this issue. There was a 
million-acre wilderness in this 
area only 50 years ago.) 

The situation with the grizzly 
is similar. They don’t like us. (Can 
you blame them?) The entire 
Yellowstone Park complex (in- 
cluding the surrounding national 
forest wildlands) of five to six 
million acres and the Glacier Na- 
tional Park/Bob Marshall Wil- 
derness complex of some three 
and a half million acres should be 
managed primarily as grizzly 
habitat. Continued human 
activity in both areas could be 
allowed (everything from exist- 
ing paved roads to back- 
packing— although some of the 
roads should be closed) as long as 
it is recognized that the bears 
come first. Where there are con- 
flicts of any sort, the human 
activity should be eliminated. 
Some big chunks of both of these 
areas should be closed to all 
human entry and left for the soli- 
tude of the big bears so that there 
are places where they don’t have 
to have any contact with Mark 
Twain’s “damned human race.” 
Furthermore, a program should 
be launched to return the grizzly 
to suitable habitats within its 
former range (Gila/Aldo Leo- 
pold Wilderness Areas in New 
Mexico, Blue Range in Arizona, 
High Uintas in Utah, a new 
refuge in the Central Valley of 
California, Wild Missouri in 
Montana, and a large (several 
million acres) Great Plains Na- 
tional Park. 

It is not enough to give mere lip 
service to preservingendangered 
species. We must recognize that 
all forms of life have equal rights 
to the use of Mother Earth and 
then we must be willing to damn 
the torpedoes of industrial glut- 
tony and do something about it. 
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EARTH 

FIRST! 

TRIPS 


It started snowing here in Ely 
in mid-September and we can’t 
wait to spend our New Y ear’s Eve 
with the Ospreys and Cardon 
Cactus along the wilderness 
Sonoran Coast in Mexico. If you 
are used to the Mexico where the 
land is beat to hell, where every 
living thing that has escaped 
being eaten is about to be eaten, 
or the Mexico where the snow- 
birds and movie stars play, then 
there is a surprise awaiting you 
along the Gulf of California. Not 
only is the northern Sonoran 
coast one of the wildest deserts in 
• the world, it is also one of the 
wildest stretches of seashore in 
the world. On previous winter 
trips we have seen Desert Big- 
horn Sheep, Porpoises, Coyotes, 
many kinds of Seabirds and 
Shorebirds, not to mention 
dozens of Ospreys nesting in the 
Giant Cardon Cactuses (the big 
brothers of the Saguaro). The 
desert vegetation looks like some- 
thing out of an Ed Abbey dream: 
Elephant trees, Palo Blancos, 
Organ Pipe Cactus, Senita, Lim- 
berbush, Giant Ocotillos, and 
other exotica. The few people are 
pretty wiry, too. They’re Seri 
Indians. Our friend , Francisco, 


SONORAN COAST 


at a hundred and thirty-five 
pounds trashed two hundred and 
twenty pound Howie Wolke at 
arm-wrestling and we had to buy 
the beer all night. We’ll make a 
brief stop with the Sen's (they’re 
world-famous woodcarvers) but 
we’re after the wilderness: rocky 
coast, sandy beach, and coastal 
mou ntains; ocean sunsets and owl 
hoots; a lunar eclipse amongst the 
cactus. We’ll leave Nogales on 
December 27 and return there 
(hopefully) on January 3. From a 
couple of remote dead-ends (call- 
ing them roads is charitable), 
we’ll make short backpack trips 
into the unvisited wilderness. 
We’ll also have time for lazing 
around on the beach, swimming 
with porpoises, or exploring the 
Cardon forest. All food (we’ll buy 
some camarones and other 
mariseos locally) and Tecate, 
Carta Blanca, and Bohemia cer- 


reza will be provided for your 
$350 (cheap!). You’ll need to buy a 
couple of meals on the way at 
sleazy cantinas or homey cafes. 
Your trip leaders will be (you 
guessed it) Dave “Bring ’em Back 
Alive” Foreman and Bart “Senor 
Mali > Taco" Koehler. You need 
proof of US citizenship (birth 
certificate, voter’s registration, 
or passport) to get your tourist’s 
card in Nogales. We’ll even get 
insurance (burials are free). All 
proceeds from the trip (after gra- 
tuities) go to fund the work of 
Earth First! orget Bartand Dave 
out of the Hermosillo jail. Write 
us at POB 235, Ely Nevada 89301 
for details. Hurry, openings for 
this great adventure are limited! 

(To prepare for the trip, read 
Ed Abbey’s Cactus Country from 
the Time-Life American Wilder- 
ness series.) 







Extra Copies of Earth First! 

Available 

Spread the word about Earth 
First!. Contact us to arrange for 
extra copies of EF! to distribute 
locally. Everyone who has been 
getting extra copies of the paper 
needs to contact us and let us 
know how many copies to send 
you. (We don’t have the previous 
records.) 

Did you misplace a back issue 
of the Earth First! Newsletter? 
Are you a recent subscriber? 
Would you like to pass around 
back issues to drum up interest in 
EF!? You’re in luck. We have a 
number of back issues beginning 
with the Dec. 21, Yule Edition. 
Here’s a quick run-down on past 
articles* 

YULE Dec. 21: 1981 EF! Road 
Show overview, tree spiking, EF! 

Pj'peppvPS 

BRIGID Feb. 2: Oil and Gas 
leasing in Wilderness Areas, 
Dave Foreman’s EF! article re- 
printed from the Progressive. 
EOSTAR RITUAL Mar. 20 
Nukedump in Canyonlands, 
Mardie Murie Interview, Glen 
Canyon Damn petition, Ned 
Ludd Books — what they’re all 
about, Coors boycott. 

BELTANE May 1: Little Granite 
rig and the Gros Ventre, 
Gasquet-Orlean s (GO) Road, 
How seismic survey crews work, 
Jail: A Primer — preparing for 
civil disobedience arrest. 

LITHA June 21: McKinley Grove 
Redwoods Threatened, 22 Things 
to do as an EF!er. 
LUGHNASAD Aug. 1: Pete 
Dustrud resigns as Editor, RRR 
highlights, Rally for Redwoods 
and proposed dam on Dinkey 


COMING IN 
THE YULE 
EARTH FIRST! 


* An Ed Abbey 
Christmas Story 

* Ultimate Wilderness 
Management 

* BLM Assault 

on the California 
Desert 


AND. . . 

A two-page map of the 
Earth First! Wilderness 
Preserve System 


Creek, Little Granite Stakes 
Pulled— Again. 

MABON Sept. 21: EF! and 
SAFE Crack Hetch-Hetchy, 
Environmental Strategy for ’80s, 
“Road Spiking,” Marshall’s 1936 
Roadless Area Inventory, Update 
on Little Granite 
Let us know which back issues 
you would like. Send 50? for 1st 
Class postage for each newslet- 
ter, or appropriate 3rd Class 
.postage for bulk orders. 


GUIDELINES ON EARTH FIRST! WILDERNESS PROPOSALS 


by Dare Foreman & Bart Koehler 

Between us we have nearly 25 
years experience coordinating 
and conducting wilderness field 
studies and developing conser- 
vationists’ wilderness proposals 
through the Wilderness Act 
mandate review of Parks, Monu- 
ments, Refuges and Forest 
Service Primitive Areas: RARE 
I and RARE II; BLM primitive 
areas before FLPMA and the 
BLM wilderness review since 
1976. Bart received his master’s 
degree in outdoor recreation 
resource management and plan- 
ning from the University of 
Wyoming for wilderness studies 
on the Medicine Bow National 
Forestand Dave wrote a guide on 
“How to do a Wilderness Study,” 
and prepared an accompanying 
slide show for conservationists. 

Despite this background, we 
find that we are having to start 
over as we become involved in 
doing field studies and preparing 
wilderness proposals on behalf of 
Earth First!. There are essential 
differences between doing EF! 
recommendations and those for 
the Sierra Club or New Mexico 
Wilderness Study Committee. 
We’d like to share our ideas on 
how to do EF! studies and pro- 
posals with the rest of you. 

Generally, there are two types 
of wilderness proposals with 
which EF! is involved: our Wil- 
derness Preserve System and 
individual wilderness area re- 
commendations in response to 
BLM wilderness studies and 
state RARE II wilderness bills. 
The Yule issue of EF! will feature 
a two-page map of our draft Wil- 
derness Preserve System and 
we’d like your comments on it. 
The EF! Wilderness Preserves 
are not tied to an agency review 
but represent our ideas for set- 
ting aside large representative 
ecosystems as wild 


natural areas. They may include 
all manner of non-conforming 
uses, intrusions, and develop- 
ments, including towns, that 
would be removed. We are not 
concerned with the Preserves in 
this article, rather we’d like to 
develop ideas on how Earth 
First!ers should respond to the 
BLM wilderness review and 
RARE II wilderness bills. 

When we were developing 
wilderness proposals for The 
Wilderness Society and other 
moderate groups, we felt some- 
what bound by the arbitrary 
rules imposed by the Forest 
Service, Park Service, or BLM. 
We looked at past human intru- 
sions and tried to exclude them. 
When we did include old jeep 
trails, range developments, 
minor timber cutting, etc., we 
argued that they were substan- 
tially unnoticeable, that they 
were fading, that they weren’t 
significant impacts on the over- 
all wilderness character of the 
area. Also, we considered com- 
peting uses. Did a particular area 
have mineral or energy resources, 
potential timber sales, potential 
range improvements, potential 
water developments, and the 
like? We often would exclude 
such areas to make our proposals 
“reasonable” and “defensible.” 
Many times we would say, 
“Damn, if we could just close that 
road or include that old timber 
cut. what a terrific wilderness we 
could have!" Wilderness pro- 
posals from the Sierra Club, Wil- 
derness Society and all the state 
wilderness groups represent 
compromises. They are calcu- 
lated to be reasonable. 

The role of Earth First! is 
entirely different. We are 
^staunch defenders of wild coun- 
try. We are interested in wilder- 
ness, period. We don’t care if a 
certain area is a favorite ORV 


playground. Those machines 
don’t belong there. We don’t care 
if there is high potential for oil 
and gas. The wilderness values 
take precedence. We don’t care if 
there is an infrequently used but 
constructed dirt road separating 
two wild areas. It should be closed 
and the areas combined. Our role 
is to argue for maximum wilder- 
ness and to argue that wilderness 
is the highest of all resource 
values — no, it isn’t a resource 
value, it is a moral value. 

With this philosophy in mind, 
then, here is a suggested process 
for doing field studies and pre- 
paring wilderness proposals for 
EF! for either the BLM wilder- 
ness review or state RARE II 
wilderness bills. We have also 
busted through the shackles of 
agency jargon and are using our 
own terms such as “wilderness 
complex” and “wilderness re- 
covery area.” 

1. The all-wilderness alter- 
native either for BLM WSAs or 
RARE II areas should be your 
starting point. Include adjacent 
lands or other areas discarded in 
the RARE II inventory or the 
BLM WSA selection that were 
recommended by conservation- 
ists. Also review areas elimin- 
ated by conservationists in their 
efforts toward being “reason- 
able,” or that were somehow 
“lost" during the process. 

2. Look at the area and deter- 
mine. apart from human intru- 
sions or resource ron/I ids. what 
the “natural” wilderness unit 
should be. A “natural" wilder- 
ness unit is an entire mountain 
range, a vast desert basin, or a 
river system. Think hard about 
preserving the integrity, diver- 
sity. continuity, and expansive- 
ness of the area. Pick out serious 
human intrusions such as paved 
roads or major gravel roads that 


can serve as a boundary. Road 
boundaries are easily defined and 
enforced. 

3. What about current human 
intrusions like dirt roads within 
your area? Do they really serve an 
important purpose? Do they re- 
ceive significant use? If not, 
recommend that they be closed. 
Are there non-conforming uses 
that can be phased out? If so, let 
the land be restored to a natural 
condition. 

4. Are there adjacent roadless 
areas separated from each other 
only by dirt or gravel roads? How 
about closing the roads and com- 
bining the areas for a larger 
wilderness complex? Don’t for- 
get to check back to RARE I ar- 
eas not considered in RARE II 
or BLM roadless areas tossed out 
earlier in the review. 

5. Draw your boundary out to 
the limit of serious human use 
and activity. Past abuses can be 
included in “wilderness recovery 
areps." Propose that all roads and 
other intrusions in your area be 
closed and private and state lands 
acquired. When you present your 
proposal to the agency or Con- 
gress don’t try to hide the in- 
trusions. Admit them but argue 
that the wilderness values are 
paramount. 

As further illustration, here 
are several examples of wilder- 
ness areas Earth First! is or soon 
will be proposing: 

• Wyoming Wilderness Bill: 
When this bill is considered next 
year, EF! Wyoming will recom- 
mend that the Gros Ventre be 
combined with the Wind Rivers 
by closing the Union Pass road 
and including some past timber 
cuts for a two million acre wilder- 
ness complex. 

• The “Original” Gila Wil- 
derness: New Mexico EF!ers 
plan to propose that the North 
Star Road (a narrow, gravel state 


highway) between the Gila and 
Aldo Leopold Wilderness Areas 
be closed along with several low- 
standard dirt roads on the peri- 
pheries of the areas to recreate a 
single one and a half million acre 
wilderness area. 

• Central Idaho Wilderness: 
In Idaho we will recommend that 
the Magruder Corridor road 
between the River of No Return 
and Selway-Bitterroot Wilder- 
nesses be closed and a five million 
acre wilderness designated. 

• The Greater Escalante- 
Henr.v Mountains-Kaiparowits 
Wilderness Complex: We have 
proposed a single wilderness of 
over3 million acres by combining 
all BLM WSAs. Park Service and 
other wildlands from the Bull- 
frog Marina Road to Bryce Can- 
yon and from the town of Es- 
calante south to Lake Foul. 

• The Black Rock Desert 
Wilderness Complex: We have 
proposed a single wilderness of 3 
million acres to BLM in the fa- 
bled Black Rock Desert of 
Nevada by closing dirt roads and 
lumping WSAs. 

This approach needs to be ex- 
tended to wild lands in all partsof 
the United States. These are not 
flippant, off-the-wall proposals. 
They are serious and certainly 
are no more extreme than the no- 
wilderness howls being bellowed 
out by the mining, energy, and 
logging corporate fiends, ORV 
zealots, or your local Chamber of 
Commerce. Not only will our 
proposals offset the land-raping 
extremists but they may encour- 
age moderate conservation 
groups to come out with stronger, 
less-compromised proposals as 
well. 

If anyone has questions, we’d 
be happy to try to answer them. If 
you’d like us to come to your area 
and help with the field work, let 
us know. 
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continued from pope 1 
duction of 35,000 acres on the 
basis of this exception.” In each of 
the cases where BLM wielded 
this criminal “exception" scalpel 
it managed to simultaneously 
remove significant jeopardizing 
private interests. 

Wild Lands Slashed 
Mt. Ellen was a 156,000-acre 
area in the Henry Mountains. 
BLM field notes suggested that 
over 140,000 acres were roadless, 
but BLM only identified a 24,600- 
acre Wilderness Study Area. It is 
common knowledge that a major 
part of the deleted roadless area 
contains recoverable coal, and is 
controlled by AMAX Corpora- 
tion (BLM was just beginning its 
coal suitability study). Tremen- 
dous public furor forced a 
reinstatement of 33,880 acres of 
the Blue Hills badlands; but 
BLM cited the new “exception” 
for the deletion of the remaining 

55.000 acres (actually 80,000 
acres — BLM never has cited 
accurate acreage figures). The 
new boundaries of the now 
54,480-acre study area coincided 
precisely with the geological 
formation bounding the known 
recoverable coal reserves. This 
parsimonious reinstatement 
actually eliminated 11,000 acres 
of the roadless area claimed by 
Exxon in May, 1980 (just six 
months prior to BLM’s decision); 

16.000 acres claimed by Schauss 
Exploration in December, 1979; 
and 2,000 acres claimed by 
Homestake Mining in Decem- 
ber, 1978. In the final BLM study 
area, only a few hundred acres 
with some 30-year-old noncorpor- 
ate claims remained. That 
special “exception” was indeed a 
useful tool for defining “charac- 
ter change.” 

Mount Pennell is the sister- 
peak in the Henry Mountains and 
a 159,650-acre inventory unit. 
BLM could not acknowledge the 
wilderness character in Mount 
Ellen without also acknowledg- 
ing Mount Pennell. But this area 
contained the magnificent Swap 
Mesa adjacent to the Capitol 
Reef proposed wilderness, and 
has long been coveted by the 
National Park Service. So BLM 
capriciously inventoried one non- 
existent road, refused to “cherry- 
stem” another, and by a magical 
leap of deceit of five air miles and 
ten foot miles, illegally divided 
the area dismissing 70,000 road- 
less acres surrounding and in- 
cluding Swap Mesa. Then BLM 
finally applied the new “excep- 
tion” to delete the remaining 

20,000 offending acres (actually 
30,000+ acres) and reduced the 
true 130,000 acre roadless area to 
a 27,300 acre Study Area. The 
final boundary once again coin- 
cidentally approximated the 
geological formation containing 
the known strippable coal 
reserves and conveniently elim- 
inated 42,000 of the 45,000 
troublesome acres (the majority 
of which were around Swap 
Mesa). 

This absurd administrative 
pencil line just happened to elim- 
inate 11,000 acres claimed by 
Plateau Resources between 1975 
and 1977; 23,000 acres claimed 
by Ranchers Exploration and 
Development Corporation in 
March 1978; and over 33,000 
acres claimed by Exxon Corpor- 
ation between 1977 and 1980. 

An additional 10,000 acres of 
Exxon claimholdings lie within 
the final Mount Pennell/ Study 
Area. However, these extend up 
to 9,000 feet into the high moun- 
tain ridges. It would have been 
difficult if not impossible for 
BLM to eliminate all of the 
claims by arriving at some artifi- 
cial boundary that was topo- 
graphically different from the 
boundary next door on Mount 
Ellen. Unfortunately for BLM an 
isolated geologic feature in the 


vicinity of the preferred study 
area. No Man’s Mesa, had long 
been identified to tne public as a 
potential outstanding natural 
area. It thus served as an anchor 
pulling the BLM boundary line 
even further south into the 
Exxon claimholdings. Neverthe- 
less, the feds still managed to 
whittle a 130,000-acre roadless 
area down to 27,300 acres, and 
simultaneously eliminate 90,000 
out of 100,000 acres of extra- 
ordinary resource conflicts. 

Fiddler Butte was a 101,310- 
acre area adjacent to NPS pro- 
posed wilderness on the Dirty 
Devil in Glen Canyon. Once again 
illegally, and this time without 
even an offending road as an 
excuse, BLM capriciously 
divided the single roadless area 
in two and simply dismissed the 
eastern 45,000 acres as non- 
wilderness. Of the 56,000 acres 
remaining to the west, BLM iden- 
tified a 27,000 acre study area, 
and deleted an additional 20,000 
acres on the basis of that by now 
razor-sharp “exception.” 

Few people were aware that 
the entire eastern deletion 
resided within a geologic for- 
mation containing the hottest 
deposit of tar sands in Utah, 
called the ‘Desert Tar Sands Tri- 
angle.” Although this did not 
escape public reaction, BLM has 
simply refused to deal with the 
issue. Adding insult to injury the 
BLM neatly managed through its 
“special exception” to also find 
enough “character change” in the 
western half to remove 13,000 
acres of Cotter Corporation 
claims, 3,000 acres claimed by 
Fischer-Watt, Inc., and 5,000 
acres of claimholdings held by 
Buttes Resources. Of the 24,000 
acres of corporate claims in the 
original inventory unit and 
untold thousands of acres in cor- 
porate leases, only 50 such acres 
remained in the final Study Area. 

Desolation Canyon was origin- 
ally the largest BLM roadless 
area in the state (over 475,000 
acres). The devious tricks used to 
fragment it included nicking off 

82,000 acres by calling a pack- 
trail a road: identifying impas- 
sible boulder-strewn dry washes 
as roads; establishing a 40,000- 
acre roadless zone-of-influence 
around the magnificent Book 
Cliffs escarpment; and of course, 
by using the new “exception to 
general policy” to eliminate a 
final 50.000 roadless acres in two 
separate swipes. 

But there is only enough space 
there to mention one “exception.” 
BLM axed 20,000 roadless acres 
in the extreme north of the unit, 
claiming alternately that some of 
this offensive landscape was too 
flat and open (i.e., different in 
character?) and that some was too 
rugged and too steep (i.e., also 
different in character). 

Along the edge of the road- 
less area in the vicinity of this 
deletion was a Getty Corpor- 
ation oil and gas field. The geo- 
logical formation defining the 
potential for further hydrocar- 
bon discovery (the Thompson- 
Jack's Canyon deposit) just hap- 
pened to correspond with BLM's 
"special exception/character 
change/too steep-flat" deletion. 

There is an additional 
curiousity in the boundary of the 
deleted area. One might expect 
that the geologic change in the 
oil-bearing formations would 
generally be replicated in a 
topographic change of the 
landscape, and BLM's "excep- 
tional" boundary followed such a 
topographic change for about 20 
miles, with one divergence. A 2- 
mile segment of this boundary 
follows a north-south section line. 
What a coincidence! Getty Oil's 
unitized Peter's Point oil and gas 
lease follows the very same 
section line. 


The Paria-Haekberry roadless 
area was originally 196,431 
acres. BLM identified 148,584 
acres as natural and roadless. 
But once again that was just too 
big an area to avoid all those 
trouble spots. BLM needed a 
12,726-acre “exception” to kind of 
clean things up. The vast major- 
ity of the headwaters of the Paria 
River are slickrock/sandstone 
formations; ridge and canyon 
with sparse pine forests, even- 
tually rising in 1000-foot cliff 
faces to the surrounding mesa 
tops thickly covered in pinyon 
and juniper. The forested mesa 
tops are an obvious character 
change. But why eliminate eight 
separate surrounding mesas 
from the roadless areas? 

The BLM’s draft Kanab-Esca- 
lante Grazing EIS, made public 
in April, 1980 shows a 100% coin- 
cidence between the “exceptional 
mesas”, and mesas previously 
targeted by the same BLM office 
for chaining and seeding. 

The 750,000-acre Kaiparowits 
is an area conservation groups 
have successfully fought to 
protect for decades. And yet 
BLM only identified two wilder- 
ness Study Areas, and finally 
added a third after a storm of 
public protest. Everyone was cer- 
tain that King Coal caused the 
demise of the Plateau, but no one 
could figure out how. From a 
close review of the Development of 
Coal Resources in Southern Utah 
EIS (BLM, 1979), there emerges 
a clear picture of proposed coal 
development. 

If one overlays the boundaries 
of all the Kaiparowits inventory 
units on this map, it is apparent 
that there is significant conflict 
with all 10 units. But BLM cer- 
tainly could not eliminate the 
entire Kaiparowits. To do so 
might quickly discredit the wil- 
derness program. After all the 
largest unit, Fifty-Mile Moun- 
tain, had even been historically 
protected by BLM for its recre- 
ational values. (It was one of those 
“high profile” units that BLM 
could not ignore.) 

To make it a wilderness Study 
Area, BLM was going to have to 
“lock up” some existing coal 
leases. But luckily none of these 
particular leases were actual 
proposed mining areas having 
detailed or even preliminary 
mining plans. They might never 
be developed. So Fifty-Mile 
Mountain was not such a serious 
problem. 

The second problem inventory 
unit was Mud Springs Canyon. 
Colorful and highly scenic, these 
badlands were adjacent to Koda- 
chrome Basin State Park, named 
by Melville Grosvenor on a Na- 


tional Geographic expedition to 
the unexplored region in the 
early 1920s. BLM would have an 
equally difficult time dropping 
Mud Springs Canyon. This road- 
less area was 10 miles from the 
nearest proposed coal mining 
area. The only actual conflict was 
with the proposed location of a 
new Denver & Rio Grande rail- 
road line to carry coal trains 
north to Sevier. But because of 
the difficult grade that rail line 
would have to loop through the 
southeast third of the Mud 
Springs Canyon unit. There was 
no escaping the conflict. Well, 
Mud Springs Canyon did become 
a study area. According to BLM, 
56,150 acres were roadless — yet 
only 38,075 are under study. 
Listen to BLM: “The solitude and 
primitive recreation charac- 
teristics are not present on 18,065 
acres in the southeastern portion 
of the inventory unit. . .” 

BLM conceded the wilderness 
values in Fifty-Mile Mountain 
and in a castrated Mud Springs 
Canyon, now that there were no 
longer conflicts with any pro- 
posed coal development. But the 
rest of the plateau simply had to 
go in order not to jeopardize the 
future of king coal. 

Blatant Deception 

What has emerged from a thor- 
ough investigation of all of the 
types of information easily avail- 
able to the BLM but virtually 
invisible to the general public is a 
shockingly clear picture of what 
must have actually taken place: a 
total manipulation of the inven- 
tory to illegally protect every 
major, and innumerable minor, 
private interests. To be sure, 
coincidences do occur: once, 
twice, three times. That is the 
very definition of the word. But 
there is a point at which coinci- 
dence, repeated ad nauseum, 
ceases to be coincidence at all. It 
becomes instead correlative. It is 
doubly dubious when coincidence 
regularly occurs within the 
realm of an “exception to the 
general policy” — indeed a most 
delicate exception that is ulti- 
mately explained away by the 
government as a mere subjective 
interpretation not readily debat- 
able by the public. 


There is no debating a concrete 
fact such as a corporate lease- 
hold. And it is precisely such 
facts which this “special excep- 
tion” does systematically, rather 
that coincidentally, represent. 

This is the fatal flaw. Exactly 
where BLM required the use of 
some vague “exception” to the 
Bureau’s policies and procedures 
allowing it to circumvent public 
accountability for the process, it 
exercised some of its most blatant 
deception. It would seem diffi- 
cult not to find in this alone, a 
deliberate intent to prostitute the 
wilderness program in Utah. As 
for effect, more than one million 
acres of your finest wilderness 
have thus disappeared and are 
now in the hands of corporate 
America. 

It is no wonder that UtahBLM 
State Directors have had unwav- 
ering praise for the “high pro- 
fessional standards” of their 
subordinates. They are expert 
prevaricators. They have put 
forward a masterful, and until 
now, extraordinarily successful 
deception. Hats off the petty 
government officials. 

Utah wilderness be damned, as 
the Bureau’s wilderness pro- 
gram marches inexorably for- 
ward to Secretarial Approval in a 
hastily advanced September, 
1984 deadline. 

The rest is up to you! It took six 
years to put Interior Secretary 
Albert Fall in prison for the Tea- 
pot Dome scandal. One wonders 
what will happen to those respon- 
sible for this bloody mess. 
Editor's Note: Clive Kincaid 
worked as a resource professional 
for the BLM for fire years. For2'/ 2 
years he was the wilderness 
specialist for th e Phoenix A rizona 
District. 

He has devoted over a year and 

18,000 miles on washboard back 
roads examining the BLM in- 
ventory in Utah. He needs to con- 
tract with audio-visual profes- 
sionals to complete an in-depth 
slide program to be shown to the 
public across the country. He is 
$900 short of his goal. His efforts 
deserve your financial support. 
Please send your contributions to 
EF! and ear-mark them for Clive. 



ABOUT EARTH FIRST! 

There are two Earth Firstls. One is the grassroots movement without structure, heirarchy, organization, 
or bureaucracy. The other is Earth First!: The Radical Environmental Journal which you hold in your 
hands. EF!, the paper, is an independent entity within the broad EF! movement and is designed to act as a 
communications medium for radical environmentalists. This way the EARTH FIRST! movementdoes not 
have to deal with the legal system or the burdens of organization. This arrangement is our solution to the 
problem of an anarchist group. The editorial policy of EF!, the publication, is set by The Circle, a group of 
thirteen active Earth Firstlers around the country. They oversee our operation on a volunteer basis. Your 
subscription money, purchases of EF! snake oil & trinkets, and contributions fund the publishing of this 
paper. All additional money (“profit”) will be granted to various aspects of the EF! movement to aid in our 
cause to preserve the green beauty and diversity of our Mother Earth. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 
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continued from page 1 

er path for itself. In the Narrows, 
the stream has broken through 
the neck of a meander and flows 
through a slot in the rock about 
ten feet wide. The lower part of 
Grand Gulch, where it steepens 
and plunges into the deep canyon 
of the San Juan River, is a succes- 
sion of pour-offs. 

When Grand Gulch Primitive 
Area was designated in Septem- 
ber, 1970, the boundaries were 
drawn rather narrowly to 
include only the 53 miles of main 
canyon that receive the most 
visitor use. Parts of several major 
side canyons are now included in 
Bullet Canyon and Pine Canyon 
Wilderness Study Areas. These 
tributaries have many outstand- 
ing examples of Anasazi art and 
architecture, and are presently 
used as access points for hiking 
into the Gulch proper. 

Slickhorn Canyon meets the 
river about four miles upstream 
from Grand Gulch and gives its 
name to another large study area, 
although the mouth of this spec- 
tacular chasm lies in Park Ser- 
vice territory. The WSA includes 
Johns Canyon, and between the 
major canyons, Point Lookout 
Canyon provides a challenging 
and seldom-visited destination. 

Two adjacent wilderness study 
areas, Fish Creek Canyon and 
Road Canyon, are divided by the 
old Mormon Trail, still used and 
called the Snow Flat Road on 
county maps. Archeological 
values are significant in this area 
with many substantial mesa 
structures besides the canyon 
cliff dwellings. As in Grand 
Gulch, there is rock art to be 
found. 

True to its name, Fish Creek 
has a small population of small 
fish who survive in its permanent 
pools. The waterfalls and hang- 
ing gardens add scenic luster to 
the canyon in its middle section, 
while the upper branches are 
nearly impassable with boulder 
jams. The lower part opens up to 
a wide valley with groves of cot- 
tonwoods and large Anasazi 
ruins against the canyon walls. 
Tributaries of Fish Creek, Owl 
Creek and McCloyd Canyons are 
configured much the same as the 
main branch and boast many 
more ruins, pour-offs and hard 
climbing to their rims. Owl 
Creek Canyon has a tremendous 
natural arch, named Nevills 
Arch, which towers high above 
the streambed flanked by a row 
of tall spires. 

Road Canyon WSA, which in- 
cludes the upper section of Lime 
Creek, has recently been the 
scene of oil and gas exploration 
by Shell Oil. New drill holes have 
been sunk inside the WSA bound- 
aries on an existing road and in 
Lime Creek Canyon. 


North of Fish Creek, on the 
north side of Utah 95 and just 
south of the Manti-La Sal Nation- 
al Forest, Mule Canyon WSA 
exists as a remnant of the inven- 
tory unit which included Arch 
Canyon, whose scenic and wilder- 
ness qualities have caused an 
appeal of the BLM decision to cut 
it from the review process. 

West of Natural Bridges Na- 
tional Monument and northeast 
of the highway, Cheesebox Can- 
yon WSA provides plenty of 
isolation. Deep and narrow, 
Cheesebox Canyon blocks out the 
sun with 400 foot walls of Cedar 
Mesa sandstone, its floor scoured 
by flash floods. Few hikers come 
to this canyon, with its echoing 
solitude and few signs of man. 

The mesas and buttes around 
Cheesebox and Hideout Canyons 
are and have been the scene of 
intense uranium mining and 
claim assessment activity. 

Dark Canyon is perhaps the 
most spectacular canyon that 
exists anywhere outside a na- 
tional park. Over 1,000 feet deep, 
subject to 'devastating flash 
floods, Dark is a vast world in 
itself that can scarcely be seen in 
a week. Two other canyons 
included in the primitive area, 
Bowdie and Gypsum, are shorter 
but no less isolated. The area is 
home to one of Utah’s largest 
communities of desert bighorn 
sheep. 

Unlike Grand Gulch, which 
has been intensively managed 
and patrolled in order to guard 
its large concentration of arch- 
eological sites, Dark Canyon 
Primitive area has been left 
pretty much alone by the BLM. 
No signs point the way in. 

A journey up Dark Canyon is a 
special experience. The peren- 
nial stream runs through corri- 
dors of limestone, and its swim- 
ming pools provide the ingred- 
ient that makes summer back- 
packing a lot more fun than it 
usually is in the desert. Mile after 
mile, the layered canyon walls 
change their patterns. Youngs , 
Canyon enters on the left as a 
beautiful waterfall. Petroglyphs 
mark the passage of ancient In- 
dians. Farther up, in the forest, 
Ponderosa Pine grows in the 
canyon and Anasazi ruins can be 
seen on the ledges. When you 
eventually emerge, the groves of 
aspen come as a shock, reminding 
you of the elevation gain that 
came so imperceptibly one ledge 
at a time. 

There are three more wilder- 
ness study areas in San Juan 
County, and these lie in the zone 
that surrounds Canyonlands Na- 
tional Park. They belong in the 
park and hopefully will get in- 
cluded one day. Butler Wash is a 
large area of Cutler Formation 
rocks which geologically is a part 
of the Needles District of the 
park. It has eleven inventoried 


New Mexico and the Bureau 
of Leasing Mangement 

by Amanda, Percy and 

Monty de Ion Vol canes 

First we suffered devastating 
management (IMP) violations in 
our New Mexico wilderness 
study areas such as scarifying 
seismic testing in our beloved 
West Potrillo Mountains (be- 
cause BLM was asleep at the 
wheel). Now we face bureaucrat- 
ic games with all the rules 
against us. In May the Interior 
Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) 
decided that privately-owned 
subsurface mineral rights were 
more important than (and take 
precedence over) federally- 
owned surface rights (split 
estates). This ruling favored 
Santa Fe Mining and resulted in 
four New Mexico WSAs being 
dropped from wilderness consid- 


archeological sites and forms a 
portal to the park for backpack- 
ers coming in from the Beef 
Basin road on the south. Bridger 
Jack Mesa, aleady designated a 
BLM “outstanding natural area” 
is a WSA with only one way in. 

The top of the mesa has seen 
little use by man and has consid- 
erable research value because it 
has not been used as grazing 
land. Lockhart Basin WSA, 
which abuts the park boundary, 
would also be a logical place to 
expand Canyonlands. It includes 
a part of Indian Creek Canyon, a 
very scenic stream which flows 
through the park to the 
Colorado River. 

BLM reports are due out in 
March 1983, followed by a com- 
ment period, and Earth First! 
will publish the news as soon as 
possible after the “site-specific 
analyses” are out. Elsewhere in 
Utah the pattern has been to 
eliminate as much land as pos- 
sible from the process for what- 
ever reason that can be plausibly 
mounted, and we can expect 
more of the same in San Juan. In 
asking one BLM-er why the 
WSAs were so small when Bob 
Marshall used to say a wilderness 
had to be big enough for a two- 
week pack trip, I got told, “You 
guys just have to hike slower.” 

In the meantime, EF! research 
teams are putting together a 
series of wilderness proposals 
that will honestly reflect Bob 
Marshall’s and Aldo Leopold’s 
vision for a vast wilderness 
expanse in southern Utah. 


eration along with about 20 
Arizona WSAs (including the 
wonderfully pristine 130,000 
acre Warm Springs unit near 
Kingman). The previous Admin- 
istration had debated this same 
issue with the ruling in our favor. 
We are losing wilderness because 
Jimmy Watt and Ronnie Ray-gun 
have filled the solicitor’s office 
with pro-development toadies of 
the corporate fat-cats. Not only 
are we losing four special wild 
areas in our state (the largest 
natural arch in NM is in one of 
them) but this outrageous tra- 
vesty of justice could affect 20 
additional New Mexico wilder- 
ness study areas (including the 
100,000 acre El Malpais Instant 
Study Area which has already 
been recommended for wilder- 
ness designation by BLM). We 
will not allow our wild lands to be 
destroyed because of this bureau- 
cratic nonsense! Earth Firstlers, 
be sentinels. Watch for similar 
outrages in your own states. Rise 
up against them! The fat-cats 
back East cannot be allowed to 
have our precious heritage to 
exploit for their own greed and 
profit! 

On a more positive note: Earth 
First! recently submitted its wil- 
derness proposal to BLM in New 
Mexico in response to the state- 
wide wilderness study program 
here. (Amanda thought some of 
the areas were really small but 
Digger explained the difference 
between a reserve and what we 
get into legislated wilderness. 
She still thinks they’re too small. 
The EF! recommendations may 
be enlarged later in the process.) 
Following Earth Firstl’s lead, the 
middle-of-the-roaders submitted 
their proposal which wasn’t a 
wholesale sell-out to BLM for a 
change. The proposal of the New 
Mexico BLM Wilderness Coal- 
ition (including the Sierra Club, 


Howie Wolke’s 

WILD HORIZONS 
EXPEDITIONS 

Guided Wilderness 
Backpacking 

Emphasis on small groups and 
adventure in endangered 
roadless areas: NW Wyoming 
and elsewhere in the West. 

Free Brochure: 

Box 2348, Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 


New Mexico Wilderness Study 
Committee, Wilderness Society, 
Friends of the Earth, and Gila 
Wilderness Committee) did not 
drop any areas, did not reduce the 
size of any areas except for one, 
contained all the appealed in- 
tensive inventory areas, put back 
a few intensive inventory areas 
which BLM had dropped and 
which had not been appealed by 
conservationists, and proposed 
road closures and the combining 
of several individual WSAs. 

BLM thought the EF! proposal 
was extreme, but they didn’t 
know what to do with the NM 
BLM Wilderness Coalition’s pro- 
posal, With the middle-of-the- 
roaders following the EF! lead 
we have a better chance of 
getting some good BLM wilder- 
ness designated. Work with the 
moderate groups like the Sierra 
Club in your state. Encourage 
them not to make any more sell- 
outs to BLM! Let’s try to protect 
our wild lands with legislated 
wilderness. This may not be as 
much fun as Hayduke had but we 
may get results anyway. We need 
to show the corporate gato- 
gordos back East, including 
Jimmy Watt and Ronnie Ray- 
gun, that we care about our lands. 
We want them to stay wild! No one 
shall exploit them with im- 
punity! Being more militant and 
less compromising is the best way 
to insure that. 
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EARTH FIRST! — Green with white logo — 100% cotton 

Also available in F rench cut. Women’s sizes: S, M, L — 50% cotton/50% 

polyester. $8. 


DEFEND THE WILDERNESS-Drawing by Bill Turk. Black 
with silver design— 100% cotton 

FUCK BECHTEL— Designed by Bill Turk. Blue with red and black 
design — 100% cotton. 


[All T : Shirts are men’s sizes: S, M, Lg, XLg — $7.50 unless otherwise 
[noted. Add $1 postage for first shirt and 50*? for each_additional one. 


MONKEYWRENCH (4 

JEWELRY 

One inch long all-metal little 
monkeywrenches for necklaces, 
earrings, etc. Punk environmen- 
talism! Gold colored. $1 apiece. 
Add 25<P shipping for every 6 you 
order. 


GLEN CANYON DAMN 


THE CRACKING OF GLEN CANYON DAMN— Drawing by Jim 
Stiles. Blue or brown with black artwork— 75% cotton/25% polyester. 


BUMPERSTICKERS 
Long lasting vinyl— white with 
green ink. Current slogans: 

EARTH FIRST! 

REDNECKS FOR WILDER- 
NESS 

BOYCOTT COORS “BEER” 
DAMN WATT, NOT RIVERS 
DRILL WATT, NOT 
WILDERNESS 
HAYDUKE SAVES 
$1 each— add 25? postage for 
each group of two. 


SILENT AGITATORS 

Finally Available! These stickers 
are suitable for adhering to any- 
thing (bar room bathroom 
mirrors, Freddie offices, dead 
bulldozers, etc.) These agitators 
are reminiscent of the old 
Wobblie “silent agitators” of the 
20s and 30s. One sticker will be 
the EF! Logo entitled “No Com- 
promise in Defendingour Mother 
Earth.” The other sticker will 
read. “Boycott Coors Beer.” 
Strips of ten cost $1. (25? postage 
per 10.) , 


OUR EARTH FIRST! BARDS— Cecilia Ostrow and Johnny- 


Sagebrush are now on tape. Cecilia sings six of her beautiful songs— 
the tape is entitled Heart to the Wild Lands. Some words are included. 
Tape is $3 postpaid. 

Johnny Sagebrush and the Black Rock Desert Band and Singers 
perform 18 numbers from the Little Green Songhook. A rousing, if not 
technically perfect, collection of songs appear on this 60-minute Earth 
First! Family Home E retting tape. Tapes are $5 postpaid. Throw in 
another dollar and we’ll send you an autographed Little Green 
Songbook— a special EF! holiday package. 
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CALENDARS 


f USGS TOPO MAPS 

USGS sells you their topo maps 
for $2 and most private dealers 
charge $3 or more. EF! sells them 
to you for only $1.75! To order, 
simply send us a list of maps you 
want (in alphabetical order by 
state specifying 7!4 or 15-minute 
quads) and a check for $1.75 each. 

Maps will be shipped directly by 
USGS to you and you should 
receive your maps only 2 weeks 
from the day you stick your order 
in the mail to us. Contact either 
USGS or EF! for state indexes. 


EF! TRINKETS ORDER FORM 

Make out checks to “EARTH FIRST!” or send cash. Mail to: 
EARTH FIRST! PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301. Write us for details on 
bulk orders. Please send cash for orders of $5 or less. 

OK, here’s $ Send me the following: 

EF! T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 

EF! T-Shirt(s), French Cut, Size(s) 

: Glen Canyon Damn T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 

Defend the Wilderness T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 

Watt Me Worry T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 

Fuck Bechtel T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 

Bumperstickers: Indicate kind and quantity 

Silent Agitators: Indicate kind and quantity 

Little Green Songbook(s) 

Topo Maps 

Monkeywrench(es) 

Johnny Sagebrush or Cecilia Ostrow tape 

EARTH FIRST! Calendars) 

Western Wilderness Calendar(s) 

Desert Solitaire 

Windsinger 


ED ABBEY BOOKS 

All autographed by Cactus Ed, 
himself, as a fundraiser for EF!. 
Get ’em while they last! I 


Desert Solitaire, (paper) $4 plus 
$1 shipping. 

We also have hardback copies 
of Windsinger by Gary Smith 
available for $5 postage paid. 


Thinking Like A Mountain 


1983 Earth First! Calendar 


This is just one of fifty-two 
•weeks in the 1983 Earth First! 
Calendar. The entire calendar 
includes nearly 1000 annotated 
conservation, natural. Luddite, 
radical, and gonzo dates; nearly 
100 environmental and anarchist 
quotations; one dozen inspiring 
black & white photos of Earth 
First! in action (Glen Canyon 
Damn Crack, Gros Ventre Rally, 
etc.), a listing of every Wilder- 
ness bill and every designated 
Wilderness Area (with dates), 
Jim Stiles’ Cracked Glen Canyon 
Damn and Bill Turk’s Defend the 
Wilderness on the front and back 
covers; not to mention lots of 
great graphics for the Earth 
Holidays (Full Moons and 
Sabbats) by Karen Tanner. All 
this for just five dollars! All pro- 
ceeds of course go to support the 
activities of Earth First!. Order 
yours now. Buy ’em for Winter 
Solstice presents! Postpaid. 


(Words and music by B.N. Koehler- 
Fast three chord Country Progression) 
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Well, I ve been thiiikin’ like a mountain, all day long 


wen, jl ve Deen mimon mce a mountain, an aay long LITTLE GREEN 

The North wind kills my spirit S( , ) .?' GB()OI f . , 

£ J G This is just one song of thirty- 

Don’t you know there’s something wrong? two in the enlarged 2nd edition of 

- Johnny Sagebrush's Little Green 

Well, there used to be some wolves here, Songbook. For the whole ball of 

runnin’ wild beneath the moon (j ax complete with an essay on 

^ Neanderthals by Dave foreman 

Well, there used to be some wolves here, and a passel of hero photos of 

runnin’ wild beneath the moon Johnny Sagebrush and his horse, 

m , ....... Paint, just send $2.50 plus 50<t- 

The green fire m their eyes shipping to EF!. PO Box 235. Ely, 

Was snuffed out all too soon NV 8930 1. (All Little Green 

„ .. ^ . .. . .... Songbooks autographed by 

One time there were some grizzlies, high up on this hill j 0 hnny.) 

One time there were some grizzlies, high up on this hill 

But the grizzlies are all gone now /vVTU \ 

And this hill is deathly still f 

I’ve called cut for their freedom, but no one wants to know Sjr 

I’ve called out for their freedom, but no one wants to know (Uwf'UiU dv. 

So, I pray for that old north wind 
To cover me with snow 
(Repeat first verse) 


1983 WESTERN WILDER- 
NESS CALENDAR 


THE 1983 WESTERN WILDERNESS CALENDAR 


The 1983 Western Wilderness Calendar 


A twelve-month full-color environmental 
wilderness calendar featuring the writings of 
Edward Abbey, Barry Lopez, Wallace Stegner, 
Ann Zwinger, John Nichols, Frank Waters, 
Lawrence Clark Powell and other noted western 
wilderness authors. An attempt will again be 
made to interprete their writings through 
extracting quotes, annotation and illustration, 
new and obscure dates and events and full-color 
photographs by some of the best wilderness 
photographers today; Philip Hyde, David 
Muench, Tom Till, David Sumner, John Telford 
and a host of newcomers to round out the 1983 
Western Wilderness Calendar. 


With EF! imprint $6.95 plus $1 
shipping. 


Feasi of Lamerns 


1933 Highest known sea 
wave (112') recorded in 
Pacific 

1957 Three Sisters Wilder- 
ness, OR+ 


1812 New Madrid Earth- 
quake (most severe shock) 
1951 Linville Gorge Wild 
Area, NC 


1986 Haley’s Comet 


1931 Bridger PA, WY 


1909 Congress kills Hetch 
Hetchy Reservoir 
1972 1080 banned 
1972 Nixon’s ORV Execu- 
tive Order (never enforced) 


Hecate Day 


1942 Strawberry Mtn. Wild 
Area, OR 

1953 Rawah Wild Area, CO+ 
1971 San Fernando Earth- 
quake, Los Angeles 
1973 U.S. Court of Appeals 
rules against Alaska Pipe- 
line 


“They that can give up essen- 
tial liberty to obtain a little 
temporary safety deserve 
neither liberty nor safety.” 

-Benjamin Franklin, 1759 


1911 Death Valley NM, CA 
1916 Bandelier NM, NM 
1957 Sen. Hubert Humphrey 
introduces first Wilderness 
bill 


1809 Charles Darwin 
1982 Saguaro cactus kills 
David M. Grundman in self- 
defense 
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THE BATTLE OF 



SALT CREEK 


by Bart Koehler 


Neiesuvek called it "A War 
Over Federal Lands.” Han 
Rather peeped it a "Wilderness 
Halt I ok round." Newspaper, 
radio, and TV accounts described 
it in many ways. Tile footage 
from the CHS Evening News cap- 
tured the incident best: There 
was the illegal drill rig and Ihe 
peaceful tent blocknde. Then the 
glaring floodlights and the roar 
of the bulldozer: Ihe shouted 
wnrnings of “get out of the way. 
or you’ll get killed": the cursing 
and confusion, hot lies pushed out 
of the way. tents destroyed and 
' then— darkness. 

The \\ ilderness War had 
begun. The first skirmish was 
fought on a chilly night in New 
Mexico’s little known Salt Creek 
Wilderness Area. Millions of 
Americans were eye-witnesses. 

The tug-of-war over our coun- 
try’s remaining wildlands was no 
longer a verbal w ar Things urre 
fretting dairnright phgsicnt. 

.In the Beginning 

Yates Petroleum’s oil and gas 
lease from the State of New 
Mexico was to expire on Nov. I, 
1982. So. on Oct. 31. just hours 
before the deadline. Yates cut 
through the Hitter Lake Na 
tional Wildlife Refuge fence, 
bulldozed an illegal road, and 
started drilling. 

(’aught with their pants down, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service cited Yales for trespns 


sing on No r. An hour later, 
Yates started drilling again. 

Yates stated that they had pre- 
viously re (pies ted permission 
from ihe Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice to drill in the wilderness, but 
were denied. 

Yates also bad a letter (dated 
Oct. 25) from Interior Dept, 
associate solicitor Alexander 
flood. Mr. flood stated that. ‘The 
Department has no legal objec- 
tion to Yates’ drilling within the 
wilderness," hid, “due to restric- 
tions in appropriation legislation, 
we cannot process or issue the 
permits at Ibis time." 

Yales continued drilling. 
Sunday Showdown 

Five local conservationists, 
including Wes [donat’d of El 
Paso, gol word of the Y ales fiasco 
and moved fast. 

On Sunday, Nov. 7. they set up 
tents across Ihe illegal access 
road to the drilling rig. Their 
banner read “Rape Watt, not 
Wilderness! Earth First!." 

They had been confronted by 
Yates’ employees earlier in the 
day but bad refused to move off 
the road. As Leonard put it. "If 
this is a road— then it’s illegal." 
~ Things* quieted • down. Hob 
Burnett headed home just before 
the bulldozer incident, with as- 
surances that all would be 
peaceful. 

Later that night, Wes leopard, 
Jack Kutz, Ed Burns. John and 
M ike Colburn and the Salt Creek 
Wilderness were famous. 

Draw the Line 

It was Monday, Nov. 8. Yales, 
backed by the New Mexico State 
Land office, had secured a tem- 


porary restraining order which 
prohibited the environmentalists 
from blocking the access road. 
Yates kept on drilling. 

An Earth Find! s.w.a.a.T. 
team was on the move. Dave 
Foreman. Howie Wolke and Jim 
Taylor were driving hard 
through a snowstorm from the 
north. When Dave’s van broke 
down outside of Albuquerque. 
Kalhv McCoy found a truck and 
took the crew the rest of the wa.\ . 

The group arrived at Salt 
Creek late Tuesday. Nov. 9 to 
block the drilling in d ef inner of 
tin- Stole's mint order. Howie 
Wolke pul it this way. "If wo don't 
slop the drilling in New Mexico, 
the Washakie or Hob Marshall 
Wilderness Areas will be next. 
We have to draw the line here " 
On Ihe windswept grassland. 
Foreman added. “If we’re ar- 
rested. so be it.. We w ill not be 
tossed out by some oil company 
goons." 

A Very Long Wednesday- 
Early morning. Nov. 10. the 
Earth First! team started hiking 
across Salt Creek's grassland- 
yucca flat. The I’J /’ uw 7 Yim«*k 
described the area this way: 
y "A mile long walk across the 
edge of the wilderness area is an 
eerie experience. . ..Open ground 
between sand dunes reveals Ihe 
recently shed skin of a rattle- 
snake— a huge one. Humans are 
not in charge here." 

The Earth First! team was in 
place along the access road by 9 
a.m. On either side of the Earth 
First! encampment sat Chaves 
County Sheriff’s vehicles. Both 
cnut i nurd nil lit 


130 ARRESTED 
IN AUSTRALIA 


13ISTI MASS 
TRESPASS 


Save the Nightcap 

— John Seed 

The most colorful flag: A paint- 
ing of planet earth, blue and 
white floating in the blackness of 
space. Australia foreground, 
with "Earth First!" written in 
rainbow colors around the globe 
encircling her. A lifebuoy, a halo. 

This flag flew next to the red, 
black and yellow Aboriginal land 
rights flag above our meeting 
tent at Ml. Nardi where we have 
been camped for the last couple of 
months in non-violent defense of 
the womb of all life— the rain- 
forest. 

The flag flew often at blocades 
on ( he road leading to the Night- 
cap Rainforest where up to 200 
people regularly prevented log- 
ging trucks from passing till the 
police dragged them away. It 
flew in the forest herself as people 
obstructed the bulldozer, the 
chainsaws, the police. 

Three months and 130 Arrests 
make up the most recent and ex- 
citing phase of eight years of 


submissions, presentations, in- 
quiries and inspections into the 
rainforests of northern New 
South Wales. Then, on 22 October 
1982, the Land and Environment 
Court ruled that no further log- 
ging could take place on the 
Nightcap without an Environ- 
mental Impact Study. The chain- 
saw- stopped its grow ling and the 
songs of the whipbird once more 
ruled the airwaves. Three days 
later, the Stale Government's 
cabinet announced the declara- 
tion of a string of rainforest Na- 
tional Parks, and the Nightcap 
was saved. 

For six weeks we made regular 
raids into drier Scrub on the 
western periphery of our pro- 
posed Nightcap National Park, 
obstructing the logging there, 
obstructing the roads. This piece 
of forest had been pretty much 
ruined, but wo knew that Nardi 
w as next and by announcing our 
intentions we thought we might 
scare them off. It also gave us a 
chance to get our act together 

ennliuned on Page It 
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by Bari Koehler 

MV in re milking nirag from 
Snnbcll'sjlrogline when a couple 
of go nun No in jo hecklers shouted, 
“(let old of here! Indians nerd 
jobs!" 

John Red house, a Nnrnjo who 
hod elnipieiittg spoken /hr the 
defense of the Risti n( the tollg, 
shook his bend and so id soft l //, 
"Sure uc need jobs -hut not ot the 
price of dcstrngiiirj the Risti." 

At the Hist! 

The weather in the rest of New 
Mexico was so awful that many 
folks ne' er made the long jour ncy 
to the Risti, thirty miles south of 
Farmington in the northwest 
part of the slate. Yet, in the 
colorful badlands, the sun was 
shining bright. 

By noon, a crowd began to 
gather just outside the barbed 
wire fence surrounding Sunbelt's 
strip mining operation. (Sunbelt 
is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
the Public Service Company of 
New Mexico-- PNM.) The signs 
on the fence read "State Property 


— No Trespassing." The crowd 
wore black armbands to declare a 
stale of mourning. 

People of all ages, and from at 
least six states, then slowly 
w alked to Hierally site— followed 
by several heavily laden (and out 
of shape) TV cameramen. 

The rally site had a command- 
ing view. To the west was the 
dragline and destruction, fn all 
other directions was a grand 
landscape: The Bisli Wilderness 
Study Area- still very wild. I lit 
oh so fragile and vulnerable. 

The Rally 

After the spirited crowd sang 
two lively Johnny Sagebrush 
sing along tunes. Neil Cobb took 
over. Neil, New Mexico coordin- 
ator for Eart h First!, set the stage 
for the event. “Sricntists tell me 
that there is only one other place 
like the Risti. and it is a pro- 
vincial park in Canada!" 

Neil pointed at the existing 
mining activities and declared. 
"Sunbelt has their big ugly foot in 
rlhdi tilled on Pope 11 
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Around the Campfire Letters 




We know, wo know. Earth 
First! is behind schedule. You 
don't receive it until a month 
after the date on it. Well, we're 
going to solve that problem. This 
is your combined Yulc/Brigid 
issue.. The next issue will be 
Eostar on March 21 and if you 
don’t receive it by the equinox, I'll 
go without beer for a whole day! 

-DF 


I continue to be amazed by the 
positive response to EE!. Notonly 
are new subscriptions and resub- 
scriptions picking up, but we 
continue to receiveanoutpnuring 
of talent for our pages. Ed Abbey 
has generously given us permis- 
sion to reprint any of his work 
and we will be featuring some- 
thing from Cactus Ed every 
issue— this time bis holiday 
wishes to pigs. Howie Wolke has 
begun writing a column and my 
deaf friend Chim Blea will be 
hard pressed to remain contro- 
versial alongside the Bouncer. 
Speaking of Chim Blea -she is a 
cat, as you know, and cats are 
notoriously lazy and independ- 
ent. That is why there is no Cat 
Track* in this issue. She's leaving 
them down in her old home of 
Baja right now but will be back 
for Eostar with something to 
make you think or make you 
angry or both. Demonstrating 
the breadth of our happy band of 
warriors Earth Religion this time 
features a Christian viewpoint 
from Charlie Watson, one of the 
legendary figpres of the modern 
conservation movement. Begin- 
ning with Eostar. Earth Religion 
will be transformed into a 
regular column. Muttering* from 
Mama, by Mania Rue. We con- 
tinue to welcome brilliant 
flashes from all of your brains 
(right and left hemispheres) and 
remain unafraid to present dif- 
fering viewpoints or those that 
are iconoclastic. We welcome 
back Art Goodtimes and Armed 
With Vision * this issue and look 
forward to a regular appearance 
(poetry does precede action, you 
know). I would like to give special 
thanks to Prof. Bill Devall of 
Humboldt State, for sending us a 
variety of philosophical pieces for 
Earth Eir*f!. I urge you to read 
his "Earth Bonding" essay. It is 
important. Besides being one of 
the leading philosophers of Deep 
Ecology in the world, Bill is the 
editor of our soon-to-come book, 
Voice* For Deep Ecology, and is 
an associate editor of EEL 

-DF 


We're pleased to report that we 
finally have the 1983 Earth First! 
Calendar, Silent Agitators, and 
Earth First! camouflage hats in 
*tock. We appreciate the patience 


mm 
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of those of you who have waited 
for yours. We're getting our act 
together (as well ns the necessary 
cash flow) and should not run into 
the problem of running out of 
merchandise any more (at least 
we hope so!). 

We recently had a few com- 
ments from people feeling that 
we had somehow maligned the 
efforts of the previous editor and 
other folks who helped putout the 
pnper, merchandise, etc. If we’ve 
given that impression we’d like to 
apologize. The Salt Lake City 
folks did a good job and put in 
many long hours. 

We’ve also received a few com- 
ments such as. "Look you raving 
Earth Zealots— Don’t circle my 
name in red ink- -I've just sent 
you $20." Our old Xeroxed mail- 
ing list was getting too cumber- 
some so we were forced to resort to 
modern technology and have the 
list computerized by one of our 
Reno EF.’ers. When you rrsuh- 
scribe now it takes about a month 
for the computer to acknowledge 
the fact that you paid. We know, 
however, so don’t fret, you won’t 
be dropped. Since we send every- 
one the issue after their sub- 
scription expires, you have an 
adder! protection factor against 
missing an issue. 

—Wildcat Annie 

The Earth Flrstl SWAAT 
Team 

The events of this fall have 
clearly demonstrated that we 
cannot always pick the time and 
place of the wilderness battle. 
The attack on .Salt Creek came 
DUt of the night, without warning, 
on an area we did not know and 
by an enemy we did not expect. 
This fall has proved that coura- 
geous direct action can win 
where traditional methods fail 
and that there are many Earth 
lovers willing to face arrest or 
personal injury to save our 
Mother. Had it not been for the 
bravery and quick action of those 
who physically stood for the Salt 
Creek Wilderness, it is likely that 
the Departmentof Interior would 
not have moved to secure an in- 
junction against Yates. It was 
direct action— in defiance of 


bulldozers, oil company goons, an 
illegal Slate Court restraining 
order, and Chaves County sher- 
iff’s deputies — that stopped 
Yates Petroleum Company and 
their co conspirator James G. 
Watt dead in their tracks. 

On the Bisti. all the legal 
methods of protest have failed. 
The Sunbelt lease is legal and the 
state land portion of the Bisti will 
be destroyed so pimply- faced 
kids with purple mohawks can 
play Pac-Man on Sunset Strip. 
Had we not waited, however, for 
the letters and appeals of the 
Sierra Club to be exhausted, had 
we gone in earlier with our direct 
action, we could have won. We 
could have saved the entire Bisti. 
We’ve failed In that. Put we’ve 
drawn a line, as Wes l>conard 
says. We have served notice that 
the machines of industrial rane 
will progress no further in that 
badland fantasy world, in that 
surreal Carlsbad Caverns with 
the roof cut off. Fifty preser- 
vationists broke the law on a 
bright, cold Saturday in Novem- 
ber. And that hns made a point. 

It Is clear that the attacks will 
continue. Indeed, they will inten- 
sify. The Nuke Dump in Canyon- 
lands. logging roads in the Sis % - 
kiyous and Knlmiopsis, oil rigs 
and clcarcuts in the Gros Ventre. 
Wayne Newton in the River of No 
Return, a strip mine in the Three 
Sisters. All of these attacks and 
more must be repulsed during 
1983. 

Those of us who rushed to Salt 
Creek did not worry about these 
mundane questions. We did not 
care if we were alone in standing 
against Yates, did not care if our 
cars broke dow n on the way, did 
not care if we had money for food. 
We had a duty. And there were 
dozens of us from all over the 
West ready to face the conse- 
quences of that duty. 

Nonetheless, the practical 
questions remain. We must be 
able to respond more quickly. We 
must know who is willing to 1 
engage In direct action so they 
can be contacted. We must have a 
support system with which to 
maintain contact with theoutside 
world. We must be ready with 
bail money for those who are 
arrested (four individuals were 
ready to hail us out at Salt Creek.) 
We must have an emergency 
fund to pay for gas, food, phone, 
etc. for future actions of this kind 
(often it is those who are unem- 
ployed who are free to go at a 
moment's notice). 

Our answer is the Earth First! i 
S.W.A.A.T Team (Save Wil- 
derness At Any Time). If you're 
willing to stand tall and proud in 
defense of your Mother and Her 
diversity of life, fill out the form 
In this Issue and send it back to us 
(nr some reasonable facsimile). 

Our brothers and sisters in 
Australia have set a powerful 
example for us. The next time in 
the USA will not be as easy as 
Salt Creek. But we will do it 


Dear EF! 

Chim Pica's article in the 
Mahon Edition caught my atten- 
tion: 1 agree w ith her statements 
of the causes and conditions of the 
world's hungry. American grain 
<exporta contribute by discourag- 
ing the development of foreign 
agriculture: rice and cassava can 
be grown many places, but are not 
a** nutritious ns. or any cheaper 
than wheat grown on huge mech- 
anized farms with chemical fer- 
tilizers. 

I would like to propose some- 
thing we can all do, which may 
eventually help improve the situ- 
ation: Research alternative food 
crops suitable for “cottage in- 
dustry." If crops at least ns nu- 
tritious as wheat, but easier to 
grow in overpopulated, under- 
nourished. land poor parts of the 
world could be found, they could 
be a boon to all malnourished 
P'joples, including Americans. 
Also, broadening our agricultural 
base would make our food supply 
less vulnerable to disease and 
climate changes, and make vast 
farmlands less necessary. 

Two native American species 
may fill these requirements, but _ 
Heed more experiments: Jeriisa- " 
loin Arlichokeand Indian Potato. 

Jerusalem Artichoke ( Ifclian - 
thus tulwrosus) can he used either 
for the fodder value of the tops, or 
for the tubers which can he used 
as potatoes, with the added 
advantage that it produces beau- 
tiful yellow flowers. 

Indian Potato {Agios amcri- 
caua) is a legume, and so pro- 
duces an edible, easily-stored, 
high-protein tuber as well as 
edible peas. A native of moist to 
swampy soils, it can be grown 
densely in buckets or swamps 
provided the vines have room to 
climb. The attractive, fragrant 
flower-clusters are a bonus, and 
harvesting is easy because the 
vines die in winter, and only one 
end of the long string of egg-sized 
tubers need be found. 

Both of the above species will 
grow over much of the U.S.. and 
winter outdoors, the tubers being 
dug as needed. 

I urge anyone growing the 
above, or other species to inform 
me of their successes, and anyone 
wanting information or sample 
plants to contact me. 

Mad George 
3861 Locklear Way 
Doravllle, GA 

Dear EE! 

Re "Cat Tracks” in the Septem- 
ber issue of EE!, I will grant 
author Chim Blea that it is far 
preferable to instantly kill a wild 
animal than it is to pen and cage 
animals for months and years, 
not allowing them to turn around; 
to cut off their tails, beaks and 
genitals; to stuff them with hor- 
mones and unnatural foods: to 
rob them of natural light; to 
separate them from their young; 
and to force as much milk or as 
many eggs or litters from them as 
i? profitable before cruelly kil- 
ling them. The person who buys 
plastic- wrapped flesh or cartons 
of animat by-products is certain- 
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ly responsible for as much or 
more cruelty than a (skilled) 
hunter. 

But Chim Blea misses the 
entire point of vegetarian ethics. 
It is' not (contrary to her egru- 
ment) how you kill something 
- which makes the killing right or 
wrong (although it makes it more 
or less cruel), but whether the 
death was accessary. If 1 kill 
someone who is innocently 
walking along the road, that 
murder is unquestionably wrong. 

If I kill someone in self-defense it 
is not wrong (unless one wishes to 
argue that the other life was 
worth more than my own, 
which Chim Blea claims is not the 
case). 

Humans need to eat plants in 
order to survivy. Humans do not 
need to cat animals in order to 
live or bo hcaltjiy; we are not 
natural carnivores and. in fact, it 
is our over-consumption of 
animal fats which makes the 
wealthiest nations the least 
healthy. (Chim Blea is wrong in 
assuming her ancient ancestors 
consumed much meat except 
in unusual circumstances— 
she has been duped by the meat 
industry and the government 
which feed off jt.) 

Killing animals is unnecessary 
for our health and survival and is 
therefore immoral. For that mat- 
ter. making them suffer in order 
to consume their eggs and milk or 
use their other by-products is also 
unnecessary (and unhealthy) and 
therefore immoral. Using wild 
animals in this way is less cruel 
than using domestic animals (be- 
cause of the shorter period of 
suffering involved), but it is just 
as unnecessary and therefore just 
as immoral. Eating plants is 
necessary and therefore is not 
immoral; it is a regrettable 
choice we must make between 
their lives and our own. 

Finally, unless Chim Btea 
hunts and ents humans as well as 
other animals, she would do 
better not to accuse vegetarians 
of being "anthropocentric." She is 
the one arbitrarily drawing lines 
between justified and unjust- 

conti tiued on Page d 
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ifiorl killing, without regard as to 
whether a death is necessary or 
simply a matter of her own 
vanity. 

Sincerely, 
Barbara Dell 

Dear Chim Blea, 

I never thought you’d turn out 
to be such alily-livered. bleeding- 
heart. knee-jerk liberal. In your 
"Ethics of Vegetarianism" you’ve 
taken the self-evident fallacy that 
“All Men Are Created Equal" 
and extended it to the conclusion 
that all organisms .are created/ 
evolved equal. This is an anthro- 
pocentric philosophy artificially 
imposed on the natural system. 
What’s more, you don’t even 
believe it yourself. You say that, 
"It is killing whether it’s a beef or 
a blueberry. . . .A human life or 
the life of a cow is not more in- 
trinsically valuable than the life 
of a shrimp or a radish or a pinto 
bean.’’ Docs it follow that if 1 may 
nibbleonan alfalfa sprout, I may 
also chop down a 2000-year-old 
Sequoia? I can, as you suggest, 
saw it down respectfully and 
thank it for giving up its life to 
become picnic tables to improve 
the quality of life of thousands of 
families in my American tribe. 
But if 1 do. I expect you'll con- 
sider my life even less intrinsical- 
ly valuable than that of a pinto 
bean— and rightly so! 

So what is a true natural ethic? 
It is not so simple as to treat all 
lives as equivalent, but I do think 
you are on the right (cat) track 
when you include rocks and other 
inanimate objects as worthy of 
care. Whatever the true ethic is. 
it is complex, and I hope that 
future issues of Earth First! will 
explore it. I propose a few prelim- 
inary tenets of this ethic: First of 
all. the relative “importance" of a 
creature/object is reflected in the 
care shown by Nature in creating 
and preserving it. Bacteria breed 
like rabbits and most (thank the 


Goddess) die young. A condor is 
rare to be hatched, requires a 
large area of habitat to nurture it, 
and receives the long and careful 
attention of its parents to rear it 
(assuming the parents arc not 
driven balmy by meddling 
humans). Yosemite Valley took 
longer to be produced and has 
been around longer than a snow- 
mobile, so it’s worth more. 

Secondly, although we must 
keep in mind that a stow rate of 
extinction is natural, the indivi- 
dual of an endangered species is 
more valuable than that of a 
species which is overpopulated, 
because the individual is carry- 
ing a genetic program which has 
taken billions of years to evolve 
and may soon be lost forever, 
along with future genetic pro- 
grams which might evolve from 
it. Better to bump off a Homo 
sapien than a Furbish louse wort. 

Thirdly, diversity of species is 
more important than numbers of 
individual organisms. A climax 
forest is superior to a corn field. A 
wide political spectrum of envir- 
onmental organizations is more 
powerful than a large number of 
identical environmental organ- 
izations. 

Finally— and this is an odd 
one— I submit that size is a stan- 
dard of intri nsic value. A whale is 
not only one life, it is also a colony 
of billions of living cells working 
together in harmony, and is 
therefore more important than a 
single protozoan. El Capitan is 
more important than a grain of 
sand on a beach. 

Yours lovingly, 
Lois Angeles 

(Chim Blea replies: l hare to 
generally agree with Lais' argu- 
ment. Barbara Dell also presents 
a strong and sincere argument ' 
Perhaps primitive people did not 
exclusively eat animals but as far 
as / can tell from my long ago 


A Philosophical Basis for the 
Preservation of Real 
Wilderness 

The acceptance of wilderness 
represents the highest form of 
human cultural and intellectual 
evolution. Yet. in order to suc- 
cessfully protect, re-create, and 
maintain real wilderness,, we 
Earth defenders need to boldly 
develop, defend, and espouse a 
truly ecocentric wilderness phil- 
osophy. This ecocentric view of 
wilderness has, thus far. been 
lacking in the Earth Protection 
movement. The narrow and dog- 
matic way in which most of us 
have viewed America’s wildlands 
must change if we are to succeed 
in protecting and re-creating a 
real system of wilderness pre- 
serves in America and else- 
where. 

I am a wilderness fanatic. I am 
in love with mountains, deserts, 
swamps, forests, prairies, and 
any lands which are unroaded, 
unpolluted, undeveloped, wild 
and free. Perhaps these feelings 
first surfaced during my early 
youth on camping trips in the 
wooded Cumberland Mountains 
of eastern Tennessee. Certainly, 
my activism in the “environ- 
mental movement" sprouted 
from this simple, yet powerful 
gut level feeling that wild 
country was good. Period. I 
needed no sense of threat or ur- 
gency, no arsenal of facts and 
figures, no analysis of potential 
resource conflicts, no tinder- 
standing of ecology. At the age of 
8 or 9, all that I needed to know 
was that there was something 
inherently good and beautiful 
about wild country. Now, at the 
age of 30, this emotional rela- 
tionship is stronger than ever. 
Furthermore, I’ve learned to lie 
proud of these emotions, that 
emotions and facts can be a 
powerful combination, and that 
we must never deny our animal 
heritage, which somehow, deep 
inside, ties all of us to wilderness. 
The beauty and diversity of living 
systems is good, in and of itself, 
and needs no excuses or rational- 
izations. 

From my early wide-eyed and 
wonderful emotionalism evolved 
a lengthy and intense learning 
process of ecological laws, 
factual data concerning re- 
sources and their management, 
and the politics of conservation. A 
degree in Conservation followed 
by eight years as a half-starved, 
broke wilderness activist (OK, so 
I’m playing the martyr role a bit; 
I promise not to do it any more) 
with moderate groups such as 
Friends of the Earth and the 
Wyoming Wilderness Associa- 
tion. have armed me with an 
arsenal of ecological laws, facts, 
and political insights. 

Yet. the one conclusion, above 
all else, that I’ve reached, is that 
wc must somehow, arid at any 
cost, maintain the biological 
A ii versify of this very small, very 
finite, and very fragile planet. 
This is not only more important 
than nations, wars, social issues, 
recessions, and even Monday 
Night Football, but it is more 
important than everything else! 
And the best (but by no means 


anthro major they all ale animals 
irhencrer they were available — 
therefore wr are natural omni- 
vores. Is it immoral for the puma 
to rat a deer? Is it immoral for the 
shark to eat a surfer? Is it im- 
moral for a chimp to eat a baby 
antelope? Has it immoral for a 
Neanderthal to vat a reindeer? 
M as it immoral fora La kola to eat 
a buffalo? Is it immoral for an 
Arunta to eat a uichiti grub? 
Regarding the implications of 
cannibalism: I don't see anything 
particularly immoral with it — 
but it is dangerous. It might 
encourage another hominid to 
try to eat you and you might 
pick up parasites and diseases 



the only) way to protect this 
living and diverse Biosphere is to 
maintain large chunks of wild 
country; Wilderness for the sake 
of all life on Earth, because it is 
necessary. And wilderness for its 
own sake, because it is good. 

Over the years, wilderness has 
been defined in many ways; a 
state of mind, a piece of country 
that takes a minimum number of 
days to walk across, a roadless 
tract of land untrammelled by- 
man and at least 5,000 acres in 
size. One could continue. Most of 
these definitions, unfortunately, 
tend to define wilderness in 
anthropocentric terms. If. in the 
closing decades of the 20th cen- 
tury. we are to succeed in main-- 
taining and re-creating real 
wilderness, this must change. 

A Ido Leopold once said that, 
“Wilderness without wildlife is 
just scenery." In this profound 
statement, Leopold was espous- 
ing an early, yet truly ecocentric 
view of wilderness. Leopold real- 
ized that the beauty and value of 
wilderness were, in fact, the 
beauty and the value of an intri- 
cate web of living and non-living 
things interacting with each 
other. In other words, Leopold 
realized that the ultimate beauty 
is the beauty of a functioning and 
diverse ecosystem. To the extent 
that species are eliminated and 
the ecosystem artificially sim- 
plified, the value of a wilderness 
is correspondingly reduced. We 
need grizzly bears and snail 
darters; Peregrine falcons and 
mosquitoes. Biological Diversity 
is the name of the game. 

From a practical standpoint, I 
think it would be helpful for us 
wild-eyed preservationists to 
view wildernesson two different 
levels. The first, of course, is the 
ideal wilderness. For lack of a 
better name. I’ll simply refer to 
this kind of wilderness as “Eco- 
logical Wilderness." In an Eco- 
logical Wilderness, all the na- 
tive species of wildlife and plant 
life are present, and popula- 
tions for each species are large 
enough to remain viable. 
Preditor/Prey relationships play 
their traditional role, there are no 
roads, developments, domestic 
livestock, or intensive recreation- 
al or scientific uses. The area 
remains essentially as it was 
prior to man’s arrival, and every- 
thing is subordinate to natural, 
non-human forces. Furthermore," 
jthe area must be large enough to 
1 assure that natural perturba- 
\ lions and catastrophes can run 
\ their course without causing the 
Igliminatfon of species. 


well adapted to you from your' 
prey. (There is a bizarre nerve 
disease common among canni- 
bals!) 


Letters to the Editor 

Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space re- 
quirements. Be sure to indicate 
if you wish your name and loca- 
tion to appear. Send to PO Box 
235. Ely. NV 89301. 


THE 

GRIZZLY 

DEN 

by Howie Wolke 

Ecological Wilderness is the 
goal of Earth First!. The Earth 
First! platform proposes an Eco- 
logical Preserve (Ecological 
Wilderness) in every major 
native ecosystem in the United 
States. Imagine the implications! 
The extinction of species would 
virtually screech to a halt. Vast 
wilderness reservoirs of clean air 
and water would be maintained. 
And the maintenance of our 
portion of the planet’s biological 
diversity would be virtually 
guaranteed. Ecological Wilder- 
ness is the yardstick against 
which all other lands, including 
other wildernesses, arc to be 
measured. We must never lose 
sight of this concept, no matter 
how muddled we might become 
in the day to day politics of 
conservation. 

On another level, we have 
wilderness as it has been tradi- 
tionally preceived by politicians, 
bureaucrats, and the moderate 
environmental groups. This is the 
wilderness that actually exists in 
1982. This is the wilderness for 
which all earth defenders must 
continue to fight. This is the Gros 
Ventre, the Desolation Canyon, 
the Salt Creek, the Bridgor. the 
national parks of the Serengetti. 
In this category are the “National 
Wilderness System." state wil- 
derness areas (i.c.. the Adiron- 
dacks), national park backcoun- 
try. Forest Service and BLM 
roadless areas, etc. 

All of these areas fall short of 
the Ecological Wilderness ideal. 
Most are still being abused in 
some way (overgrazing by live- 
stock, recreational overuse/mis- 
management, mineral develop- 
ment. etc.). But they are all we 
have left in most of the world, 
certainly in the lower 48 states. 
(Perhaps a handful of areas in the 
American West approach the 
Ecological Wilderness ideal.) 

The challenge to the environ- 
mental movement, including 
Earth First!, is to protect, 
maintain, and upgrade these wil- 
derness areas, both for their own 
inherent value, and so that we can 
someday begin to use them as 
building blocks for a real system 
of Ecological Preserves. Only 
when we have achieved a much 
more extensive wilderness sys- 
tem. including an Ecological 
Wilderness in each native eco- 
system. will we have done justice 
for the Earth. 

Next issue. I will begin to 
discuss the role of the Wilderness 
Act, the need to dismantle it. and 
how FJatih First ! might help to 
nr ate a real Wilderness System. 


Dear EF! 

I heard John Muir speak at 
Oakdale High School regarding 
Hetch Hetchy in 1912. He almost 
cried as he tightened his fists. 
You’re doing an amazingly re- 
freshing job. The powers that he 
may call you un-American. Mark 
Twain was called that, in differ- 
ent terms, around the turn of the 
century, too. 

HSS 


Letters continued on Page 5 
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Nuns Go To Prison; Denver, 
Colorado 

Two Homan Catholic nuns who 
planted a flag at the Roc ky Flats 
Nuclear Weapons Plant were 
sentenced to six months in jail. 
Their flag read "Death Factory." 

Sisters Pat Mahoney and Ann 
Nord were convicted of forging 
government passes and trespas- 
sing. At the sentencing, the judge 
told the pair. "I have high respect 
for your intelligence and goals. 
II u t I disagree with your 
methods." 

"CO" Road Temporarily 
Halted; Blue Creek. CA. 

A federal judge has ordered 
postponement of the opening of 
construction bids for the final 
section of the controversial 
Gnsquct-Orleans Road. The road, 
first proposed in 1963, was de- 
signed to shorten log-hauling 
costs for a marginal timber 

industry. 

The road would slash across a 
critical portion of the proposed 
"greater Siskiyou Wilderness” 
ami disrupt American Indian 
religious sites. Earth First! has 
repeatedly pledged to physically 
blockade the construction pro- 
ject. 

Rids will not l>e opened until 
Jan. 14, 1D83. Meanwhile, the 
judge has scheduled a December 
heaving to consider an injunc- 
tion on the project. 

Timber Industry Gloomy; 
Berkeley. California. 

A report released by the West- 
ern Timber Association stated 
that "the western timber indus- 
try is in worse condition today 
than during the Great Depres- 
sion of the 1930s— and the situ- 
ation won’t improve soon." 

The Association reported that 
of the 728 saw mills in the West, 
MO were closed, ami 209 were 
operating at reduced levels. 

“America Must Be Pre- 
pared"; Washington. D.C. 

Interior Secretary James Watt 
recently told members of Con- 
gress who oppose his offshore 
drilling plans that "It is much 
easier to explain to the American 
people why we have oil rigs off 
our coasts than it would be to ex- 
plain to the mothers and fathers 
of this land why their sons are 
fighting on the sands of the 
Middle East — ns might he 
required if the policies of our 
critics were pursued.” 

Federal Court Slams RARE 
II; Eureka. CA. 

The 9lh Circuit Court of 
Appeals announced a unanimous 
decision that found RA RE II to l>c 
legal! if The ruling 

upheld a lower court decision 
concerning the State of Califor- 
nia versus the Secretary of Agri- 
culture. 

This major legal victory sheds 
new light on the RARE II pro- 
cess. and will undoubtedly cause 
a stir in Congress. 


The Great White Hunter; 
Washington, D.C. 

No. it’s not Watt. This time it is 
G. Ray Arnett, the Assistant 
Secretary of Interior for Fish & 
Wildlife. According to recent re- 
ports, Arnett favors transferring 
the management of the winter 
refuge for the endangered 
Whooping Cranes to the state of 
Texas. Texas wants to open part 
of the refuge to commercial de- 
velopment. 11c also supports the 
efforts of New Mexican ranchers 
who want to kill mountain lions in 
Carlsbad Caverns and Gualalupe 
Mountains National Parks. 

"Bombs Away" over Desert 
Refuges?; Why. Arizona. 

The Reagan Administration 
wants to hand over to the U.S. Air 
Force the sole jurisdiction for the 
Desert National Wildlife Range 
in Nevada, and Cahoza Pt*Ha 
National Wildlife Refuge in Ari- 
zona. Currently, portions of these 
areas are under military control. 

The Desert Wildlife Range is 
famous for its desert bighorn 
sheep populations, and the 
Cnbeza Prieta is the home of the 
endangered Sonoran pronghorn, 
desert bighorns, and Gila mon- 
sters. 

The Reagan- Watt- Air Force 
contingent claims that these 
refuges are wastelands, and that 
they should be used for increased 
air to-ground rocket practice and 
for the detonation of anti- 
personnel bombs called "butter- 
fly bombs." Each “butterfly" has 
hundreds of delayed action 
devices that explode for years 
after delivered. 

These "butterflies" wo*. Id be 
lethal to bighorns, pronghorns. 
Gila monsters, desert kit foxes, 
and unsuspecting hikers. 


Tibbetts Tossed Out! Moab. 
Utah. 

Jn a close contest on Election 
Day. Grand County voters re- 
fused to re-elect Ray Tibbetts to 
the County Commission. 
Tibbetts, an outspoken cheer- 
leader for the proposed Nuke 
Waste Dump near Canyon I amis 
National Park, was defeated by 
47 votes. 

The new Commissioner. Bar- 
bara Ing. is viewed as a great 
improvement. (Good luck. Ray— 
we'll miss your colorful com- 
ments!) 


Texas Bans "Hock and Roll 
Beer": Austin. Texas. 

The Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission outlawed the sale of 
this new beer because the man on 
the label says. "I sold my soul to 
Rock and Roll." 

Members of the Commission 
decreed that the label’s message 
was false advertising since the 
company had no means of 
proving that the label's fictitious 
character, "Johnny Longshot,” 
really had sold his soul. 


Electric Companies Para- 
noid About Ecotage: Denver. 
Colorado. 

Following a very good nrticle 
in the Rocky Mountain New* 
(Oct. 17, 1982) on Ecotage/ Mon- 
keywrenehing which mentioned 
Earth First!, the Public Service 
Compnny of Colorado and the 
Edison Eloctic Institute sent out 
copies of the article and memos to 
other power companies warning 
about such threats. The PSC/Col- 
orado memo stated in part: 

Asa JgWvw-upon. . .(the) presen- 
tation at the Minneapolis meeting 
on the sabotage or "r rot ape" of the 
British Columbia Hydro Sub- 
station, I recommend that you 
send a copy of this article to the 
members of the EEI Security 
Com mitt re. 

It appears that the use of the 
uord "rentage" instead of sabo- 
tape has tiro purposes. First, to 
soften the reality of violence for the 
conservative members of their own 
group. Second, to lay a legal 
defense base if they nrr appre- 
hended. Such a defense claim 
would be the " lesser of evils" doc- 
trine which tens used with sur- 
pristnp success in some cases 
during the Vietnam era. 

Sounds like someone is getting 
someone's attention. 

Women and Environment: 
Oakland. California. 

Connexions, an international 
women's quarterly bared on trans- 
lations fr»»rn the international 
press, has announced the publi- 
cation of their latest issue focus- 
ing on women organizing to 
direct environmental change— 
From the Ground tip. The issue 
will include: 

• Japanese women's anti-war 
activities 

• Organizing against nuclear 
testing in the Pacific 

• Women, water and fuel in 
India and Zambia 

• English women campaign- 
ing against the Cruise 

• Community protest in 
Sweden against uranium 
mining 

Postpaid copies of issue #6 of 
Connexions are available at $3.50 
each A year’s subscription is 
available for $H>. Write Con- 
nexions, 4228 Telegraph Ave.. 
Oakland Ave., CA 94609 


Ghastly Sale ami Sagebrush 
Control: Wolf, Wyoming. 

Sometimes Forest Service no- 
tions speak for themselves. The 
Ghastly Timber Sale has been 
offered for bid by the Bighorn 
National Forest. The 4.8 million 
board foot sale is a deficit sale — 
what else? 

Bridger/Teton National Forest 
Supervisor Reid Jackson is after 
Sagebrush control, by controlled 
burning, on 200 acres of forest 
land. Mr. Jackson has been 
trying to control sngebrush for 
years. (Artemesia Trident nta 
Junnito has not been in the area 
since the 4th of July Round River 
Rendezvous.) 


Will Wavnc Newton Rape the 
River of No Return? 

Just picture it; You have paid 
only $20,000 to be a meml>or of 
the Shepp Ranch Resort Club. 
You have your own hideaway. On 
a good weekend. 500 other beau- 
tiful members can share paradise 
with you. 

You can thank Wayne Newton. 
He wants to bring the “good life" to 
Idaho, llis proposed $10.5 million 
expansion will include tennis 
courts, hot tubs, racquetball 
courts, heated swimming pool, 
and 35 condominium-style living 
units. 

Look out your picture window 
and behold the wilderness. The 
Gospel-Hump Wilderness is to 
the north and west. To the south 
and east is the magnificent 
River of No Return Wilderness. 
This ain't no Idaho Spud Farm, 
this is a view of heaven. 

l/>ok again. This once rustic 
ranch will he transformed into 
something out of a Frankenstein 
movie— all thanks to Wayne 
Newton. Newton, the singing 
darling of Ronald Reagan. 
Newton, the sequined fool of Las 
Vegas. Wayne Newton is prov- 
ing a terminal cancer in the gut of 
this wild country. 

Look once again. Earth First! 
will be standing guard at Shepp 
Ranch to see that Wayne’s cancer 
floes not grown. 

Earth First! is now- developing 
plans to insure that Shepp Ranch 
is not developed beyond its 
present rustic level. We will not 
allow Wayne Newton to put a 
civilized corsi-t around these wild 
ami untamed lands as he does to 
his punchiuello form before his 
performances. If necessary, 
Earth First! w ill march to Shepp 
Ranch to atop Newton's plans. 

— R.K. & D.F. 



Third World Preservation * 

Indonesia has just announced t 
plan to set aside 5% of the nat ion's 
land area— over 10 million hec- 
tares— in parks and nature re- 
serves. Brazil just set aside 
several conservation areas in- 
cluding one of 22.000 square kilo- 
meters. What’s going on here? 
Has Earth First! gone intorna- 
tional? Has deep ecology been 
written into the constitutions of 
Third World nations? 

Not yet. but among other 
things, the governments of the 
above nations have discovered 
there is money in intact nature, in 
the form of germ plasm and bio- 
logical resources for drugs and 
new cultivars. Who cares about 
the motivation as long as the end 
is achieved? Maybe Reagan will 
embrace our proposals —not to be 
outdone by a bunch of heathens. 

—Don Srhwartzenrpger 


Earth First! In the News 

Thanks to Yates Petroleum 
Company. Earth First! received 
a good deal of national media 
coverage for our actions in help- 
ing to defend the Salt Creek 
Wilderness of New Mexico in 
November. If you clipped any 
articles mentioning EF!, we'd 
appreciate it if you’d send us 
copies here in Ely. As well as 
newspaper and TV coverage, 
there was a brief article in Ken s- 
week (Nov. 22. 1982) which fea- 
tured the EF! logo. 

Media in New Mexico gave the 
Bisli rally go<Kl coverage late in 
November. In October. Rocky 
Mountain Ecus in Denver bad a 
very good article on monkey- 
wrenching which had a sidebar 
discussing the Earfh First! 
stance on the subject and Pete 
Dustrnd's resignation as EF! 
editor. The Montana media gave 
very good coverage of the EF! 
proposal for a I-eu Metcalf Na- 
tional Preserve. 

Notw ithstanding this growing 
media attention, the b ig'stor.v is 
the Dec/Jan issue of Outside 
which is available now. Us lead 
feature * article by Stewart 
' McBride is "The REAP Monkey- 
wrench Gang" profiling Earth 
First!. U is an excellent article 
and we appreciate the care and 
interest Stewart and the editors 
of Ontaidr took in preparing it. 

We would appreciate receiving 
copies of any news reports or 
articles which mention Earth 
First!. 



Primate (‘enters Action 



While our humanistic civili- 
zation would never dream of 
experimenting on human beings, 
we blissfully aiiil arrogantly 
on torturing and mutilating our 
fellow species in the guise of 
science and medicine. Mobili- 
zation for Animals is a coalition 
dedicated to initiating a direct 
action campaign to free all ani- 
mals from exploitation and 
suffering. They are developing si 
grass roots organizing network 
and building for simultaneous 
mass demonstrations at primate 
centers in Boston, Madison and 
Davis on April 24, 1983. These 
arc facilities which inflict pain 
and death on primates, dogs, cats 
and other animals. It seems cer- 
tain that these actions will be the 
largest, most visible activities in 
the history of animal work in our 
nation. But help is needed. To 
bring this blood-drenchcd ago to,^ 
a close, contact: Richard Morgan 
POR 337 Jonesboro, TN 37659- 
615) 928-9419. 
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Editorial: Earth First! 
in Australia 

A Ions with the report from 
John Seed which we proudly fea- 
ture in this issue came a 54- 
minute documentary tape of the 
rain forest action. It is profes- 
sionally done. The music is 
superb. But it is the emotion, the 
commitment, the inspiration that 
floors you when you listen to it. 
Our sisters and brothers of Earth 
First' in Australia are several 
years ahead of us in the exper- 
ience of direct action to save 
wilderness. We can learn much 
from them. We can be inspired by 
their courage, by their love for 
the Earth. We can be proud that 
the Earth First! flag flew' at the 
Nightcap. 

The Nightcap Rainforest tape 
is available for only $10 (sent 
airmail; from the Rainforest In- 
formation Centre, Box 868, Lis- 
morc 2180. New South Wales. 
Australia. I urge you to send for 
it. Not only will it inform you on 
what is happening half a world 
away, how we arc not alone in our 
commitment, but it will inspire 
you for the work we face in the 
United States next year. (And it 
is outstanding music!) 

We hope to continue to stretch 
our hands across the Pacific and 
will be bringing you continuing 
reports of the struggle for Earth 
Down Under. 

—Dave Foreman 



Johnny Sagebrush. Cecilia Ostrow, Dave Foreman and the 
"Cracking of Glen Canyon Damn" movie will tour the West Coast 
the last two weeks of January. 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS 



DEEP ECOLOGY 

AN AUSTRALIAN VIEW 


by John Martin 
Victoria. Australia 


Gentlemen: 

Would you please take Mr. 
Turnage’s name off of your mail- 
ing list. Thank you. 

Pam Barnett 
Special Assistant to 
Bill Turnagc. Exec. Director 
The Wilderness Society 

To the Editor: 

I regretted to hear of the de- 
parture of the former editor over 
the question of monkey wrench 
tactics. 

Nevertheless. EF! should 
never renounce its position con- 
cerning ecosabotagc, etc. While 
EF! must obviously refrain from 
participating in monkeywrench- 
ing as a group, we need an organ- 
ization (ogive active, precise, and 
encouraging information on eco- 
tage. Let the actual events occur 
as they may. all across the 
country, by individuals and 
groups of twos and threes. 

We are essentially in a state of 
war with industrial capitalism. 
Destruction of a few of the more 
evil manifestations might have 
quite positive effects for humans 
and other life forms. 

It’s hard to buy Gary Snyder’s 
assertion in a recent issue that all 
machines, materials, etc. are 
worthy of respect. Why should we 
respect plutonium rather than 
knocking down a few testing 
towers and other facilities in an 
effort to halt nuclear expansion? 
What is so respectable about 
plastic broom handles, cigarette 
billboards, toxic chemicals, 
forest herbicides, condominiums 
on a pristine lake, coyote poisons, 
etc.? 

Indeed, those few who are ac- 
tually willing and able to put 
their bodies on the line in the 
struggle against those destruc- 
tive elements should be honored. 
We’re not simply playing 
amusing games— the impacts of 
industrialism pose a myriad of 
disasters for the general envir- 
onment and human life as well. 
Understanding this, it becomes 
obvious that some well-placed 
monkey wrenching has its 
benefits. 

Regarding the rendezvous— 
by all means continue them. I 
missed this summer’s but am 
anxious to make one in the future. 
Meanwhile, keep the newsletters 
coming, complete with helpful 
hints from Ned Ludd. 

In peace and earth, 
Tom Galazen 


Dear editor. 

The other day I was sitting 
down with some communist en- 
vironmental scum friends of 
mine to a rousing game of Pac 
Man and discussing the miser- 
able state of the world and just 
generally having a good time and 
drinking some beers when some- 
one says. "Iley, environmental- 
ists can’t play Pac Man!’’ 

“Buy why?” I wondered. Does 
EF! officially oppose video games 
or do just a few who have other 
perversions too weird to talk 
about oppose them? 

I submit that it is not very 
important if you do or don’t play 
video games. It does less harm to 
the environment than hiking 
across an alpine meadow and per- 
sonally I like blowing up alien 
spaceships who would invade our 
planet and turn us into a Martian 
energy colony! 

—Nagasaki Johnson - 


Dear FF!. 

OK you guys. I was there when 
Francisco beat Howie armwrest- 
ling. but you got it all wrong! 
Francisco weighed at least 150 
pounds and had biceps shaped 
like the Tetons. and just as solid, 
for chrissakes! And Howie 
weighs in at a lean and mean 195, 
not the porky 220 claimed in your 
Samhain issue. This is not to 
mention that Howie had just 
spent a whole winter laid up with 
a back injury and was exhausted 
from a drinking bout the night 
before. He still whipped Francis- 
co with his left arm (how come 
you left that out?). Aside from 
this, your publication is great, 
especially Dear Ned Ludd. 

— Gregorio Macho 
Sonora. Mexico 

U tters continued on Page 7 


The deep ecologist and his his- 
toric role are far deeper and 
wider than that which Marx as- 
signed to his proletariat. By inner 
discipline and outer action. . . 

He must be the most archaic 
and the most modern of men. His 
range of responsibility is awe- 
some; from boycotting a fast food 
gian on the groups of its prolif- 
igate waste to putting himself 
before a bulldozer brought in to 
kill a rainforest. 

He has a role he will never per- 
form well. The best will fail 
because this is a world so sadly 
out of joint that the greatest 
physical and mental strivings 
will not be enough. To restore 
balance, to centre, to touch the 
breaming, to allow the sup- 
pressed Tao to emerge again, will 
belong to those who follow us. 

Our role is a far more humble 
one. To become aware, to begin to 
heal, to start to question. To be 
merely the shifters of furniture 
and props on a stage. To allow the 
actors of the future their roles in a 
theatre we have properly pre- 
pared for them. 

“I came to the woods to live de- 
liberately," said Henry David 
Thorcau. So the life he was 
leaving— urban life— was one 
that led to in-deliberation. Dis- 
traction. Separation from cosmic 
roots. The deep ecologist is one 
whose roots go deep. The only 
way to solve the energy crisis is to 
give up energy. Eliminate waste, 
stop doing what we do not need to 
do, stop using what we do not 
want. To all touch the earth— 
lightly, gently. 

We will draw theoretical sup- 
port from Thorcau. but also from 
Gary Snyder, Blake, Words- 
worth. Keats. Lao Tzu. Budd- 
hism. aboriginal religions. 

We will search the works of 
history and anthropology for 
accounts of cultures or periods 
that achieved a more harmonious 
balance ‘ between Nature and 
Man than we. 

Levis-Strauss, commenting on 
the work of Rousseau, felt that 
what we now call the neolithic era 
was one such period. "During the 
neolithic age. Man put himself 
beyond the reach of cold and 
hunger: he acquired leisure to 
think: and although he was more 
or less at the mercy of disease it is 
not certain that our advances in 
the field of hygiene have done 
more than transfer to other 
mechanisms the responsibility of 
demographic equilibrium: the 
epidemics which contributed to 
that equilibrium were no more 
dreadful than the famines and 
wars of extermination which 
later took their place." 

In that myth-minded age. Man 
was no more free than he is today; 
but it was his humanness alone 
which kept him enslaved. As he 
had only a very* restricted con- 
trol over Nature he w as protected 
and to a certain extent emanci- 
pated. by the protective cushion 
of his dreams. As and when these 
dreams turned into knowledge, 
so did Mali’s power increase: this 
gave us. . .the “upper hand" over 
the universe, and we still take an 
immense pride in it. But what is 
it. in reality, if not the subjective 
awareness that humanity is 
being “progressively more 
sundered from the physical 
universe?” 

What are our needs? What 
makes us truly happy? Are not 
our needs relatively few and 
simple? Why do we not see this? 

The deep ecologist must be\l 
religious, spiritual. As Gary \\ 


Snyder said, it is not enough that 
we should love but that we do 
love. We have no other choice. We 
have to become intelligent— fast. 
We need great courage and faith. 

At Lismore College of Ad- 
vanced Education I noticed the 
attractive wall charts of Austral- 
ian birds and mammals. Display 
stuff. This has been the trouble 
w'ith the conservation movement 
so far. We have relied too much on 
raising awareness through chart 
and print alone. It has become 
bland and pretty. We need to be 
FOR NATURE! Let the inner 
voice out and let it speak in terms 
of committed action based on a 
deep awareness of the awesome 

What qualities in the Austral- 
ian character can we draw upon? 
First, our innocence. We are fluid 
stuff. Our bold eye can reflect 
more than sea. Than our practice. 
If we can build a wattle and daub 
hut. we can fence around a river 
red gum. We as a nation have 
never been challenged. NOW! 
NOW! 

At the risk of misunderstand- 
ing, the "deep ecologist" is 
opposed to the‘‘shallow ecologist" 
in that the former swims freely in 
and outside the waters of scien- 
tific method. He realizes that the 
scientific method is but a tool, 
often a very precise and narrow 
one. to account for the sublime 
mystery and power of Nature. 
The deep ecologist is not dis- 
missive of scientific method but 
pays attention to the likes of 
Thomas Kuhn who argued that 
science can never be an ultimate 
path to knowledge, but is rather a 
framework by which we get a pin 
on the world. Good reading is 
Koestler’s Sleepwalkers ami 
Kuhn’s The Struct n re oj Scientific 
lie volution* and The Cnpcrnican 
Re mint ion. 

The deep ecologist, as well as 
understanding relationships be- 
tween living organisms in terms 
of science alone, also wants to feel 
those relationships through 
blood, wants to feci responsible 
for any actions that impair the 
environment, desires to listen to 
the silence of the land and the 
messages that lie buried beneath 
the concrete toys of urban man. 

It is difficult to write because 
the words have to be forged in the 
smithy of the new consciousness. 
We are involved in a shift of Con- 
sciousness at least as profound as 
that experienced in the societies 
of ancient Greece and 16th cen- 
tury Europe. We are Bacons and 
the Hobbes of the new age. 


Dear Dave. 

Thanks for Forth First! What a 
great mag! Yes— let’s exchange 
publications. Earth First! needs 
some pushing over here and I’ll 
do it. A lot of us here feel the same 
as you— we’re sick of accomo- 
dating the rough industrial 
monster slugging its path over 
Mother Earth. Reagan talks 
about Counter-force. So must we. 
Confront head-on this 300 year 
old aberration in Western think- 
ing with our own deeper, older, 
more powerful vision of Our- 
selves/Nature. We’re getting to- 
gether Australia's first Deep 
Ecology conference next year. 
Will keep you posted. 

For Nature! 

John Martin 
Australia 

(ED. NOTE: Sec John Martin's 
powerful essay on Deep Ecology in 
this issue. He publishes a fine 
newsletter for Austral fa “The 
Deep Ecologist" from 52 Webster 
St. Ballarat, Victoria .9*750 Aus- 
tralia. I 
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DEAR NED LUDD 


Closing Roads 

by Hank Fonda 


continued from Samhain 

Wooden bridges are vulnerable 
and a major effort to replace. 
They can be burned, but it takes 
more than a can of kerosene and a 
match. A huge pile of dry fire- 
wood must be heaped up under 
the load carrying timbers to sus- 
tain a hot enough fire for long 
enough to burn a soggy old 
bridge. Fill the available dry 
area under the bridge, or crib up 
a log platform covered with dirt/ 
sand/rock on which to lay the fire. 
Several armloads of small stuff, 
topped with progressively larger 
limbs and finally logs should be 
crammed right to the underside 
of the timbers. After the small 
stuff burns a little and the fire 
collapses you should stoke it with 
big limbs and logs, and stuff the 
openings with branches. Then 
you can walk away confident of 
the results. 

You can also saw through 
bridge timbers from the 
underside with a chain, bow, or 
•cross-cut saw. It is hard to avoid 
hitting nails; seems like a self- 
sharpening chain-saw would be 
the thing for this. If noise is a 
problem the bow-saw blade is 
thin and cuts easily when sharp; 
it can be quickly changed when 
dulled, and a few drops of kero- 
sene will make it cut easily in 
resinous or creosoted wood. 

Perhaps the best way to cut a 
road is to find the placets) it is 
trying to slip off down the slope 
anyway. Clay slopes often do this, 
as do fractured rocks bedded at a 
steep angle. On the rocky slopes a 
spud bar and gravity should help 
you to undercut the roadbed. This 
is especially effective on tight, 
outside curves and steep slopes; 
don’t bother to dig off the entire 
width of the road, just the outside 

While clay slopes can be dug off 
too. there is an easier method in 
some places. With practice you 
can spot a slope that is trying to 
slide off: The shoulder of the road 
will be cracked and slipped in a 
series of step-downs. If there is 
water on the insidc(uphill)sideof 
the road, stop up the drainage 
so that the ground becomes 
soggy. Dig holes to help the water 
penetrate the subsoil, and once 
the clay becomes saturated it will 
slide. 

Another excellent way to close 
a road is to hang a cable across it. 
Often cables are looped around 
trees, but that may result in 
someone sawing the tree at either 
end of the cable. So the best way 
to anchor a cable is to immovable 
irock. Cutting across the road at 
weird angles is fine, but if the 
cable gets too long it may be 
propped up and driven under. 
Cable of a suitable size (1/2 "tf) is 
heavy, so you want to measure 
carefully and only pack in the 
amount you need. . .and certainly 
no less. A tape-mark on a climb- 
ing rope is one way. To carry a 
piece of cable in a regular pack, 
wrap to prevent damage and coil 
to fit. But the best way to carry it 
is on an army surplus pack board, 
wrapped in anything appropri- 
ate for visual security on the walk 
in. 

The main criteria for place- 
ment of a cable (other than not 
being able to drive around the 
ends) is the availability of at least 
one rock “horn" or formation 
which allows you to just loop 
around it. and (once fastened at 
the other end) the cable can't be 


lifted off. If you find an especi- 
ally favorable site, where you can 
loop both ends, all you need is the 
cable and clips. After you make 
the loop, pull slack out and tight- 
en the clip, then hammer the ends 
of the bolts that tighten the clip, 
so that they can’t be loosened. In 
most cases you will need to pre- 
pare anchor points at one or both 
ends. The best time to do this is 
when you choose the spot, and 
before you cut the cable to pack it 
in. That way. if a proposed anchor 
point proves not to be feasible you 
haven't carried in a cable that 
won’t work. 

To make the hole for an anchor 
you will need a “star drill" 1/2" in 
diameter and at least 12" long, 
which can be bought in any good 
hardware store. Use a rock ham- 
mer to hit the blunt end (the 
cutting end will look like a Phil- 
lips’ screwdriver tip) as if driving 
a nail, rotating the drill 45 de- 
grees between blows. * Try 
drilling out a crack, fault, or 
weak point surrounded by good 
rock. The hole should be as deep 
as required by the hardware you 
choose, or about six inches deep 
for direct grouting of the cable 
end. Several kinds of expansion/ 
shield bolts are sold for setting 
into 1/2" holes in masonry: for 
instance, cast iron pipe is hung 
under concrete slabs by setting 
bolts in such holes. So get what is 
cheap, available, and easy to 
work with, provided that it will 
accept an “eye” bolt big enough to 
pass the cable through and it 
can’t be removed once the cable is 
fastened at both ends. 

Another way is to set the cable 
end directly into the hole with 
epoxy grout: if you do this, you 
can sometimes use a natural 
crack or hole and wedges which 
are cut off flush after the grout 
dries. Keep tension off the cable 
while the grout dries: you can use 
a light wire to take the pull off the 
end being set, or (if grouting only 
one end) fasten the other end an- 
other day. 

You can buy cable cheaply in a 
salvage yar*). and especially in 
yards that deal in marine sal- 
vage. I have gotten as much as 
500' of 5/8" cable free by asking a 
crane operator for it when they 
were changing a cable. Try going 
to a few high-rise construction 
sites and asking the crane opera- 
tor for the old cable when they 
change and offer him something 
to sweeten the deal so he’ll go to 
the trouble to call you. They will 
probably load it in a pickup for 
you. There are opportunities for 
the creative disassembly of 
equipment that is being used to 
destroy the Earth and uses cable, 
like cranes and draglines. If you 
can’t think of any better reason 
you want the cable, you can tell 
them you are building a suspen- 
sion bridge at your summer 

place, homestead, etc You can 

buy a device (called a “cable- 
cutter”) at a hardware store that 
holds the cable securely under a 
cutter-blade that you then hit 
with a sledge hammer. Or you 
can cut it with a torch, which 
fuses the ends and makes a neat 
job. A cutting torch is easy to 
learn to use just by reading such 
pamphlets as are usually avail- 
able in welding supply stores. 
Welding, or joining metals, is a 
whole craft and field of study, but 
cutting is easy, and safe if the 
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instructions are followed. Cut- 
ting torch kits for hobbyists and 
artists are cheap and often avail- 
able in flea markets. A cutting 
torch is a very important tool of 
e n v i r o n mental resist a nee, 
needed wherever heavy metal 
has to be cut quickly. Hang the 
appropriate National Forest/ 
Parks. BLM. etc. sign (neatly 
mounted on a board) from the 
cable and who’ll know the differ- 
ence? 


Dear Enrth First! 

I would like to say a little 
something about your "entertain- 
ing” article on road spiking. I can 
understand why someone might 
use such a device to protect our 
national forests and desert wil- 
derness areas from destruction at 
the hands of corporate profit 
takers. But I hope folks reading 
your article don’t start placing 
such lethal instruments on tradi- 
tional jeep trails (authorized 
trails within national parksorold 
mining roads on BLM land. etc). 
Believe it or not there are people 
who care about the outback and 
its wild inhabitants who also 
happen to travel in four-wheel 
vehicles. We stay on the road, we 
drive slow, watching for animals 
and reptiles, and so we won’t 
damage our vehicle, and we don’t 
throw beer cans out the window 
like the residents of Moab who 
travel the Hurrah Pass 4x4 trail 
(in fact, we stop and pick them 
up). 

The trail bikers and off-road 
racers who really tear up the 
countryside don’t bother to stay 
on the dirt roads. A spike on a 
jeep trail in a remote desert area 
could cause a serious mishap with 
potentially fatal consequences. 
Remember: Hayduke drives a 
jeep. 

—Shorty Toyota 



ADDLE, OR RAFT 
GRAND CANYON 

[or otl 

THE 

Write: 

FOR-Southwest 
Box 1115 

Flagstaff. AZ 86002 
Commercially-operated and licensed 
raft/paddle trips and Kayak support 
on Grand £anyon. Cataract, Green, 

San Juan. Dolores. AT SPECIAL 
LOW PRICES. AS BENEFIT to 
FRIENDS OF THE RIVER , 
in its effort to protect the Colorado, 
from "peaking power" and other 
energy development. 
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Right Action 

—Hank Fonda 

There is a Zen saying: “The 
Great Action is direct, and knows 
no rules.” 

I contend that Direct Actions, 
particularly in the form of per- 
sonal acts of conscience, are a 
necessary tactic in the struggle to 
preserve our land and its life. But 
the saying refers to the unre- 
stricted scope of action reveal- 
ing/manifesting the One Mind. 
There ARE rules that WE must 
scrupulously adhere to in our acts 
of conscience, so that our works 
will benefit the Earth AND our 
karma. 

The primary rule is Non rio- B 
Unco to Life: Not intentionally * 
taking life, even of those who | 
despoil our Earth and ravage our I 
bodies with their poisons. This I 
docs not mean that we can never * 
defend ourselves, which is both 
fitting and proper. Since pusil- 
lanimous people often use Gandhi 
as an excuse for their passivity, 
we should listen to what he actu- 
ally said: . . .it is unmanly, 
unnatural, and dishonorable, to . 
forsake duty and. in order to save 
one’s skin, to leave property, 
honor, or religion to the mercy of 
the wrongdoer. . . .1 do believe 
that where there is only a choice 
between cowardice and violence, 

I would advise violence.” But we 
do not need to take life to defend 
the Earth; impoverishment is an 
instructive reward for the 
greedy, who do these evil things 
for money. 

All action should grow out of the 
needs of the earth and our pure 
and compassionate desire to pre- 
serve life. Adherence to these 
[“rules” of nonviolence and purity 
^distinguishes right from mferely 


GANDHI ON 


The people of a village near 
Bettiah told me that they had run 
away whilst the police were 
looting their houses and molesting 
their womenfolk. When they said 
that they had run away because / 
had told them to be nonviolent. I 
hung my head in shame. I assured 
them that such was not the mean- 
ing of my non- violence. / expected 
them to intercept the mightiest 
power that might be in the act of 
harming those who were under 
their protection, and draw with- 
out retaliation all harm upon 
thei r own heads even to the point of 
death, but never to run a way from 
the storm center. It was manly 
enough to defend one’s property, 
honor or religion at the point of the 
sword. It was manlier and nobler 
to defend them without seeking to 
injure the wrongdoer. But it was 
unmanly, unnatural and dis- 
honorable to forsake the post of 
duty and, in order to save one's 
skin, to leave property, honor or 
religion to the mercy of the wrong- 
doer. I could see my way of deliv- 


direet action. Just as nonviolence 
does not mean nondefensc, purity 
of motive does not mean that, we 
feel no outrage at the rape and 
plunder of our natural treasures, 
no grief at the death afflicting 
Earth. Some of the experiences 
that “befall us” are those which 
lead us to RIGHT ACTION. 

If we are to spare oven the 
“enemy.” then right action should 
spare the resister, who is the 
Earth’s good steward and a pre- 
cious resource in the struggle. All 
acts should be conceived and 
carried out with prudence, en- 
abling one to escape any fore- 
seeable reaction by the repressive 
forces. Unfortunately there is no 
shortage of crimes against nature 
which merit exemplary action, 
therefore at first we ought to 
concentrate on safe targets of 
opportunity. 

An important consideration is 
that actions should strike to the 
heart of. and bear a logical re- 
lationship to. the offense and/or 
the means by which it is commit- 
ted. Acts against misused cor- 
porate property will probably 
arouse less hostility than those 
against “personal” property, but 
some anti-social acts by indivi- 
duals are too serious to ignore. 
We must accept the fact that we 
will not soon win the hearts and 
minds of the masses and classes; 
we will be on the fringe for the 
foreseeable future. It is the 
nat ure of an act of conscience that 
it goes beyond the “accepted” 
values of a society, and it is weak- 
ness for us to seek approval from 
the people of the death culture. 
We know what needs to be done: 
there are already enough of us; 
and as we prepare ourselves, 
“they” keep adding to our 
numbers. 


VIOLENCE 


ering the message of nonviolence to 
those who knew how to die, not to 
those who were afraid of death. 

I do believe that, where there is 
only a choice between cowardice 
and violence, / would advise vio- 
lence. / would rather have India 
resort to arms in order to defend 
her honor than that she should, in 
a cowardly manner, become or 
remain a helpless witness to her 
own dishonor. But / believe that 
nonviolence is infinitely superior 
to violence, forgiveness is more 
manly than punishment. . . . 
Strength docs not come from phy- 
sical capacity. It comes from an 
indomitable will. 

The weakest of ns physically 
must be taught the art of faring 
dangers and giving a good ac- 
count of onrselres. I want both the 
Hindus and the Mussalmans to 
cultivate the cool courage, to die 
without killing. But if one has not 
that courage. I want him to culti- 
vate the art of killing and being 
killed, rather than in a cowardly 
manner to flee from danger. 


Il 






PRESERVING THE WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE 


Of what value are forty free- 
doms without a blank spot on the 
map ! 

—Aldo Leopold 

It has been nearly sixty years 
since Aldo Leopold succeeded in 
having the headwaters of the Gila 
River in southwestern New 
Mexico protected as America’s 
( and the world’s) first Wilder- 
ness Area. In the two decades fol- 
lowing the designation of the Gila 
Wilderness most of the land pro- 
tected as Wilderness Areas today 
in the lower 48 states was similar- 
ly set aside by the Forest Service. 
The early advocates of wilderness 
preservation initially saw Wil- 
derness Areas as places for 
quality (non-motorized) outdoor 
recreation; for hunting, fishing, 
and packtrips: as opportunities to 
relive the pioneer experience: as 
testing grounds for the tradition- 
al American virtues of hardi- 
hood. self-reliance, and courage. 
They believed with George S. 
Evans, writing in 1904 (and in 
admittedly sexist terms, but it 
was 1904), that, “The wilder- 
ness will take hold of you. It will 
give you good red blood. It will 
make you a man." 

VVe recognize today that the 
primary value of wilderness is 
not as a proving ground for young 
Huck Finns and Annie Oakleys. 
It is to preserve wilderness for its 
own sake, to allow some place on 
this human-dominated Earth for 
the free play of natural forces, to 
let things alone. But preserving a 
quality wilderness experience for 
the human visitor, letting her or 
him flex some Paleolithic 
muscles or seek visions, remains 
a tremendously important se- 
condary purpose. 

The agencies in charge of our 
Wilderness Areas have not done a 
noteworthy job on either of these 
accounts. My purpose here is not 


to go into the failure and solution 
of preserving wilderness for its 
own sake but rather to discuss 
preserving the quality wilder- 
ness experience for the human 
visitor. 

The 19f>4 Wilderness Act per- 
mits a wide array of develop- 
ments and artificial aids for the 
convenience of visitors in Wilder- 
ness Areas. These include 
constructed and maintained foot 
and pack trails, trail signs, 
detailed maps and brochures, the 
use of motorized equipment for 
search and rescue, and even per- 
manent fire rings, primitive 
privies, boat docks, culverts, 
bridges, and spring develop- 
ments in some cases. Most hikers 
and packers want and expect 
some of these artificial aids to 
their wilderness experience. But 
the failing of the Forest Service 
and other agencies is in not rec- 
ognizing that a diversity of 
opportunity is needed. There are 
some of us wanting to test our 
bodies and minds against real 
wilderness, who are offended by 
even infrequently maintained 
foot trails and bear-clawed rustic 
signs. Not all Wilderness Areas 
should be managed for the same 
"easy" wilderness experience. 
Not all parts of individual Wil- 
derness Areas should be 
managed to provide equal ease of 
travel or safety. What is needed is 
a range of management options 
providing good trails and all the 
trimmings in places like Yosemite 
and the Sandia Mountains to 
something approximating pre- 
European America in o,ur more 
remote and less-frequented 
areas. This would he true wilder- 
ness where, as Marshall 
observed. “. . .if a person is not 
qualified to satisfy all the re- 
quirements of existence, then he 
is bound to perish." 

A suggested management 
scheme for these "primeval" 


areas would include: 

• No Trails— No new trails 
would be constructed. Existing 
trails would receive no further 
maintenance and would be al- 
lowed to deteriorate. If necessary 
to prevent erosion, some trails 
could be put to bed. Routes 
through the wilderness would be 
kept open only by the passage of 
visitors or wildlife. New blazing 
would he prohibited. 

• No Signs— No trail signs, 
mileage markers, or location 
signs would be allowed anywhere 
in the wilderness. At entry points 
no mileage signs would be per- 
mitted; only a sign identifying 
the wilderness boundary and 
explaining that the visitor was 
entering a Primeval Wilderness. 

• No Facilities— No boat 
docks, hardened campsites, 
hitching racks, etc. would be per- 
mitted. Fire towers, administra- 
tive cabins, fences, etc. would be 
removed or allowed to deterior- 
ate. Visitors would be under 
strict requirements to practice 
“invisible camping” (obliterating 
fire rings, no cutting of vegeta- 
tion. no ditching around tents, no 
littering, etc.). 

• No Maps— The managing 
agency would print no maps or 
brochures for the area. The U.S. 
Geological Survey would discon- 
tinue printing and distributing 
topographic maps for the area. 
On maps covering a larger area 
(i.e.. a map of a National Forest) 
the portion in the Primeval Wil- 
derness would be completely 
blank with no topographic fea- 
tures (streams, ridges, peaks) 
shown. Visitors would be encour- 
aged not to carry old maps of the 
area with them. In very densely 
forested country rough hand- 
drawn maps could possibly be 
permitted. 

• No Guides— Commercial 
guide and outfitting services 
would not be permitted. Visitors 


would have to go in on their own 
and confront the wilderness with 
only their skills and knowledge. 

• Primitive Hunting— Hunt- 
ing would be permitted with only 
primitive weapons (bow and 
arrow, atl-atl. knife, sharp rock). 
Artificial stocking of fish would 
not be permitted. 

• No Rescue— A visitor to a 
Primeval Wilderness would be 
required to rely on her or his own 
resources for survival. No organ- 
ized or mechanized search and 
rescue operations would be 
allowed in a Primeval Wilder- 
ness. If you break a leg, you crawl 
out. have your f riends tote you out 
on their backs, or die. John Colter 
didn't have helicopters to pull 
him out of Blackfoot country. (He 
walked 300 miles naked back to 
Lisa's Fort.) 

• No Modern Equipment— 
Perhaps in some of these areas, 
even modern backpacking equip- 
ment (stoves, synthetic materials, 
aluminum pack frames, etc.) 
could be prohibited. 

The majority of areas in the 
National Wilderness Preserva- 
tion System probably should not 
be managed in this way, but a few r 
should be in order to provide that 
ultimate primeval wildernessex- 
perienee for those who desire iL 
Among the areas that might be 
suitable for this type of manage- 
ment are the Aldo Leopold Wil- 
derness in the Gila National 
Forest of New Mexico, the 
Cabeza Prieta Game Range in 
Arizona, the Dead Horse Moun- 
tains section of Big Bend Na- 
tional Park in Texas. Olympic or 
North Cascades National Parks 
in Washington, the Mazatzal 
Wilderness in the Tonto National 
Forest of Arizona, the Desert 
Game Range in Nevada, the com- 
plex consisting of the northeast 
corner of Yellowstone National 
Park and the North Absaroka 
Wilderness in Wyoming, and the 


by Dave Foreman 


Maze District of Canyonlands 
National Park in Utah. These 
areas currently attract few visit- 
ors. their trails are generally in 
poor condition (Olympic and 
North Cascades are exceptions), 
and they are very wild. 

Many areas which the Bureau 
of Land Management is studying, 
for wilderness designation would 
be suitable for Primeval Wilder- 
ness management (Black Rock 
Desert in Nevada. Alvord Desert 
in Oregon. Dark Canyon in Utah. 
Warm Springs in Arizona. Saline 
Range in California. El Mai pais 
in New Mexico, and Great Rift in 
Idaho). These BLM areas 
essentially have no constructed 
trails or visitor facilities. There 
also should be some wild rivers 
where the river runner could ex- 
perience this same degree of ad- 
venture. Possible candidates are 
the Ixiwer Canyons of the Rio 
Grande in Texas, the upper 
Owyhee in Idaho and Oregon. 
Desolation Canyon in Utah, and 
the Selway in Idaho. Several of 
the large new wildernesses and 
wild rivers in Alaska are obvious 
possibilities. Finally, portions of 
some large Wilderness Areas like 
the River Of No Return in Idaho. 
Boundary Waters in Minnesota 
or Everglades in Florida could be 
managed as Primeval Wilder- 
ness while the rest of the area 
would be normally managed. 

In 1930, Bob 'Marshall wrote 
that wilderness should provide 
an "opportunity for complete self- 
sufficiency.” It’s about time we 
put that philosophy into effect 
and had some real wilderness 
instead of jus t recreation parks 
for backpackers and horse 
parties. 


Letters continued 
Dear EF! 

Being an active wilderness 
supporter, militant environmen- 
talist. Earth First! supporter, 
and Mother Earth protector, I 
have been excited by and sup- 
portive of the EF! movement and 
journal. Your November issue 
was very well done. I enjoyed the 
new layout and was extremely 
pleased with the contents, 
articles, and vital information. 
However, I ws disappointed by a 
section of the "Nemesis News 
Net” entitled "Video Games Un- 
plugged." I really feel EF! is 
stepping out of its bounds when it 
urges an anti-video game move- 
ment. Being fond of Vidouts. I 
find this suggestion very upset- 
ting. Hell, the games are the best 
thing I can find on my tube. 
(Maybe someone will come up 
with a Wrench-the-Teeth-out-of- 
Watt cartridge next!). 


Video games are a nondestruc- 
tive method of entertainment 
which certainly does not harm 
Mother Earth. I strongly urge 
EF! to reconsider their stand on 
Vidouts. Regardless, 1 will con- 
tinue to support the EF! Journal 
and movement. Keep up the good 
work. 

— T.B. Webster 
Santa Fe, NM 

Dear Folks. 

Please resubscr ibe me. 
Enclosed are mass quantities of 
real money. Basically this great 
outflow of dincro is in response to 
your 9/21 issue. Ned Ludd lives 
(and thank God and Abbey). You 
folks sure have come a long way 
since your first issue. By the way. 

I got to meet James Watt when he 
was here at our BLM office. 
Everyone who wasn’t against 
him before is against him now. 
He doesn’t smile at all when he’s 
away from the cameras and the 
big shots. He treated the hard- 


working little people here like 
shit. My boss knows how I feel 
(he’s (he same, just more con- 
servative) and he warned me to 
keep my mouth shut. The “Dump 
Watt" button had to go in the 
drawer. 

Somewhere in the West 


Dear EF! 

Is it permissable to use the 
name Earth First! for our activ- 
ities? How about an Earth First! 
rubber stamp? Or if it’s okay with 
you. I’ll take the logo down to our 
local print shop and have some 
letterhead made up. 

A growing Rainbow Warrior 
(ED. NOTE: Local EF! groups 
a re cert a i nip encouraged to use the 
name "Earth First!” and to print 
up letterhead, etc J 
Dear EF! 

I’ve been wanting to tell you for 
over a year how much your or- 
ganization means to me and other 


environmentalists. Your commit- 
ment to stand up tenaciously for 
what you believe to be right 
without apology or defensiveness 
is absolutely necessary and truly 
inspirational and one of the few 
things worthy of admiration in 
America today. As a former full- 
time environmentalist who is 
now in a seminary and hoping to 
be ordained, your example has 
challenged me to seek the right 
way, and not to compromise, on 
issues of faith or the environ- 
ment. Thank you for your 
courage and for caring. 

N.C. 

Connecticut 


LATE NOTE: 

Da iv Foreman has received the 
required number of signatures to 
run for the Sierra Club National 
Board of Directors. Thanks to all 
of you who signed the petition! 


Dear EF! 

Comments on my first issue: I 
loved it. I haven’t laughed so hard 
in a long time! Croat for Reagan- 
istic depression. In Audubon 
magazine I once read that a local 
group of said organization had 
had an oil well drilled on a 
refuge of their’s. The editor was 
congratulating them for this new 
source of funds. I thought 
perhaps something was wrong 
with me because I felt ill in the 
stomach area and everyone else 
cheered them (even if they did it 
cleanly). But at last an environ- 
mental group with radical Earth 
love often apparent only in my 
Native American Newsletter and 
in personal writer's ramblings. 
Bravo! And keep up the good 
work! Tell Ed Abbey he’s my idol! 

Meri Kuehn 
Wisconsin 
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Oregon's Kalmiopsis Country 
is in Trouble 

Ed. Note: While the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness contains only 160.000 
acres, there is (or recently was) 
over 400,000 acres of contiguous 
roadless country in the unit. But 
most of this marvelously diverse 
tvilderuess. outside of the desig- 
nated area, trill be destroyed by 
the United States Forest Service if 
tee don't act soon. We recently 
received the appeal below from 
someone in the Siskiyou National 
Forest. We are investigating it 
and urge EFIers in Oregitn to 
check it out as well so we can plan 
some kind of action. 

Dear Earth First! 

Please print this letter of 
appeal. I’ve worked for the Sis- 
kiyou National Forest in SW 
Oregon for man}' years. Someone 
recently gave me a copy of your 
fine publication. It’s wonderful to 
know there are so many dedi- 
cated folks out to thwart govern- 
ment and industry attempts to 
destroy wild country. Well, help 
is urgently needed in the 
Kalmiopsis country. The 
Siskiyou National Forest has 
begun building a super logging 
foad (similar to California’s G-0 
Road) deep into the vast wilder- 
ness north of the designated 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness. The road 
would climb the ridge between 
the Illinois River and Silver 
Creek, both nominated to be Wild 
& Scenic Rivers. The road will 
obliterate the famous Illinois 
River T rail, one of the most popu- 
lar and beautiful in SW Oregon. 
Dozens of smaller roads systems 
are planned to branch off the 
Raid Mountain Road to spread 
the cancer of logging into God’s 
Country! 

The Sierra Club tried appeal- 
ing through the “system” and 
failed. Now only a radical ecotage 
action will stop this road. My age 
and USFS position prevent my 
involvement. Please urge people 
to come to SW Oregon and help 
save the Illinois and Kalmiopsis! 
Thank you. 

—A concerned friend in the 
USES 

P.S. A project map is available if 
you write for a copy of the Raid 
Mountain Road EAR to Forest 
Supervisor. Siskiyou National 
Forest. Grants Pass. Oregon 
97526. 

New Mexico EF! Drafting 
Bisti National Park Proposal 

Following up on the stimulat- 
ing Earth First! Rally and Tres- 
pass at the Risti Badlands in 
northwestern New Mexico. Neil 
Cobb and others are drafting a 
proposal to transfer federal, 
state, and “private” lands west of 
N M Hwy 44 and the Rio Puerco to 
the Navajo Nation and desig- 
nating a National Park of at least 
100.000 acres around the Bisti 
and De-na-zin Wilderness Study 
Areas. Chaco Canyon National 
Park would also be enlarged 
under the proposal. If you would 
like to have input into the pro- 
posal. contact Neil Cobb (see 
contact list). 


Biscayne National Park Wil- 
derness proposal 
The National Park Service will 
release their wilderness proposal 
for Biscayne National Park. 
Florida, in February 1983. Bis- 
cayne is not only one of our newest 
national parks, it is also under- 
water. It’s important that strong 
support for wilderness designa- 
tion of nearly all of this park be 
voiced to insure protection for 
this non-traditional kind of wil- 
derness. Earth First! will be 
developing a wilderness proposal 
for the area. Contact us in Ely to 
help or to offer to coordinate a 
pro|>osal. (It is a long way to 
Florida from Nevada.) Also write 
Biscayne National Park. PO Box 
1369. Homestead. Florida 33030 
to receive a copy of their pro- 
posal. 


EF! State Wilderness 
Coordinators 

The following people are coor- 
dinating EF! wilderness studies 
and comments to agencies in 
their respective states. As was 
mentioned in the last issue of EF! 
it was decided at the RRR that 
Earth First! should become more 
involved in the BLM wilderness 
review and RARE II wilderness 
bills. The EF! paper will main- 
tain a file of all EF! comments so 
please send copies of your com- 
ments to us. If you’d like to coor- 
dinate BLM or Forest Service 
wilderness in your state for EF!, 
please let us know so we can list 
you. EFIers who would like to 
help on this project should 
contact their state coordinator. 

ARIZONA 

Paul flirt 

Box 40154 
Tucson, AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 
MONTANA 
Howie Wolke 
Box 2348 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 
NEVADA 
Dave Foreman 
FOR 235 
Ely. NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 
NEW MEXICO 
Neil Cobb 
(505) 268-6352 (H) 

OREGON 
Gregg Morris 
2570 Jackson St. 

Eugene. OR 97405 
(503) 687-0085 
WYOMING 
Howie W'olke 
UTAH 
Bart Kohler 
POB 235 
Ely, NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 
IDAHO 

Dave Forcrnan/Bart Koehler 


Note to Local EF! Contacts I ( 

Send us reports of your activ-i 
ities, issues, updates, and] 
announcements of EF! 
meetings in your area. This isj 
your space in EF! Use it! I 
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EARTH FIRST! LOCAL GROUPS AND CONTACTS 
If you want to become involved with other EARTH FIRSTJERS in 
your area, contact one of the folks listed below. If you’d like to start a 
local group of EF! or be a local contact, contact EF! in Ely. PO Box 
235. Ely NV 89301. 


AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
22 Terania St Lismore 2480 
New South Wales. Australia 
ALASKA 
Tom Pogson 
SR 20056 

Fairbanks, AK 99701 
ARIZONA 
Paul flirt 
Box 40154 
Tucson, AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

ARKANSAS 

Little Bock— T.E. Anderson 
1827 N. Jackson 
Li ♦He Rock. AR 72203 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata— Bill Devall 
POB 21 

Areata. CA 95521 
(707)822-8136 

Fresno — Michael Bordenave 
Sierra Assoc, for the Environ- 
ment (SAFE) 

3771 Circle Dr 
W. Fresno. CA 93704 
(209) 229-0272 

Marin County— Tim Jeffries 
22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax. CA 94930 
(115) 456-7433 
San Franscisco — Phillip 
Friedman 
2300 Ortega St. 

San Francisco CA 94122 
(415)665-0794 

San Luis Obispo— Jean C. 

Gordon 
1214 B Mill St 
San Luis Obispo. CA 93401 

Santa Barbara— Matt Buck- 
master 

7394 Davenport B 
Goleta. CA 93117 
(805) 685-1289 

Santa Barbara— Lawrence 
Worehester 
935 Camino del Sur 
Isla Vista. CA 93117 
(805) 968 4478 
Santa Cruz— Jean 
Brochlobank C. 

425 Washington #6 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(408) 426-9266 
COLORADO 
Boulder— Richard Ling 
1020 13th #K 
Boulder. CO 80302 
Durango— Steve Rauworth 
8593 Hwy 172 
Ignacio. CO 81 137 
(303) 884-9864 
Glenwood Springs— John 
Flippone 
POB 1091 

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 
(303) 945-2075 
Steamboat— Scotty Sidner 
Rear Pole Ranch 
Steamboat Springs, CO 80477 

Telluridc— Art Goodtimes 
POR 1008 

Telluride. CO 81436 
(303) 728-9938 
CONNECTICUT 
Willimantie— R. Neil Harvey 
235 S. Park St. 

Willimantie, CT 06226 
(203) 423-2926 

New Haven — Louisa Willcox 
210 Cosy Reach Ave. 

East Haven. CT 06512 
(203) 468-2146 

GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 
378 Oakland Ave SE 
Atlanta. GA 30312 
(404)525-2271 


ILLINOIS 

Prairie Grove Group EF! 
Don Johnson 
Woodside Farm 
1841 S River Rd 
Des Plaines. IL 60018 
(312)296-7960 or 
Tim Byers 
(312) 463-8045 
KANSAS 

Manhatten— Neil Schanker 
1221 Thurston, 

Manhatten, KS 66502 
(913) 532-5866 
Oskaloosa— Daniel Dancer 
Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa. KS 66066 

MAINE 

Brunswick— Gary Lawless 
POB 186 

Brunswick. ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 

Harrington— Charles Ewing 
RD 1 

Harrington, ME 04643 
MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 
2403 W Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 
(301) 367-8855 
MICHIGAN 
Ann Arbor— Joe Onion 
1201 White St. 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
MONTANA 

Billings— Randall Gloege 
313 North Rimroad 
Billings. MT 59102 
(106) 256-0965 

Missoida— Tony Moore 
316 E Spruee #2 
Missoula. MT 59801 
(406) 728-5493 

NEVADA 

Jomayno R. Stevens 
65 Vine St 
Reno, NV 89503 
NEW JERSEY 
Bob Ludd 
246 Fawn Ridge 
Mountainside. NJ 07092 
(201) 233-7656(N) 624-7446 (D) 
NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque— Neil Cobb 
3205 Campus NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505) 268-6352(11) 

(505) 277-6437 (W) 

Santa Fe— Hue Christie 
PO Box 5910 
Santa Fe. NM 87501 
(505) 988-4284 

NEW YORK 
Troy— Ralph Meima 
251 Liberty St 
Troy. NY 12180 
(518) 272-2496 
Tully— Millon Bieber 
Stevens Rd RD #1 
Tully. NY 13129 
(315) 696-8072 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Andrews— Hank & Mary 
Fonda 

Rt. t Box 640B 
Andrews. NC 28901 
(704)321-4086 

Star— Ron & Sue Correll 
Star Farm Rt. 1 Box 78 A-l 
Star. NC 27356 

OHIO 

Rik Thucsen 
Antioch College 
Yellow Springs. OH 45387 or 
8483 Whitewood 
Brecksville. OH 44141 

Columbus— Reed Noss 
140 N. West St. 

Westerville. OH 43081 


OREGON 

Corvallis— Lynn Cochrane 
744 NW 27th 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
(503) 753-6486 
Eugene— Greg Morris 
2570 Jackson St 
Eugene OR 97405 
(503) 687-0085 
Portland— Melinda Lee 
9945 SW Trotter PI 
Beaverton, OR 97005 
(503( 646-0132 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia— Lisa Jo Freeh 
233 Plymouth Rd 
Gwynedd Valley, PA 19437 
TEXAS 

Rio Grande Guides’ Assoc. 

Box 57 

Terlingua. TX 70852 
UTAH 

Logan— George Nickas 
422 N 400 E 
Logan. UT 84321 
Moab— Bob Phillips 
POB 381 
Moab. UT 84532 
(801)259-2059 

Provo— Ken Wintch 
1 101 Elm Ave 
Provo. UT 84601 
(801) 377-2367 

Salt Lake City— Spurs Jackson 

POB 26221 

Salt Lake City. UT 84126 
(801)355-2154 

VIRGINIA 
Alan Kinchloe 
Rt. 1 Box 54 A 
Mill boro. VA 21460 
WASHINGTON 
Olympia— Randy Weeks 
1221 Bing St 
Olympia, WA 98502 
WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 
Box 222-A 
RR 1 

Ridgeley, WV 26753 
(304) 738-2212 


WISCONSIN 
Mavville— Mori Kuehn 
Rt. 1 Box 99A 
Mayville. W1 53050 
(414) 673-7345 or 387-4008 

WYOMING 
Nagasaki Johnson 
Box 2617 

Jackson. WY 83001 
(307) 733-8054 

(NOTE TO CONTACTS: Please 
check to make sure your address is 
correct. Scud us your phone 
number if we don't hare it.) 




EARTH FIRST! 


New Mexico Wilderness Bill 
Two years ago. faced with the 
incoming Rea pan Junta. New 
Mexico conservationists ac- 
cepted a woefully inadequate 
RARE II Wilderness bill for 
their state. Flushed with the 
results of the 1982 election (in 
which Senator "Moonrock" 
Schmitt went down to flaming 
defeat before pro-environment 
Attorney General Jeff Bingaman 
and pro-environment candidates 
Bill Richardson and Toney 
Anaya were elected 3rd District 
Congressman and Governor re- 
spectively). New Mexicans are 
talking up a new wilderness bill 
which will expand existing wil- 
derness areas and add others left 
out of the 1980 New Mexico 
Wilderness Act. Charging that 
the New Mexico Wilderness 
Study Committee/Sierra Club’s 
New Mexico Alternative W in 
RARE II was “an egregious sell- 
out to the miners, loggers, energy 
pigs, and ORV zealots." Earth 
Firstlers in the state are pre- 
paring their own comprehensive 
wilderness recommendations in- 
cluding closing the North Star 
Road and combining the Gila and 
Aldo Leopold Wilderness. Neil 
Cobb. New Mexico EF! Wilder- 
ness coordinator, also said that 
because of expected wholesale 
dismissals of Wilderness Study 
Areas by BLM. the New Mexico 
EF! proposal will include recom- 
mended wilderness areas on 
BLM lands. Earth Firstlers 
interested in New Mexico should 
contact Neil to offer help in de- 
veloping the proposal (3205 
Campus NE. Albuq.. NM 87106 
505-268-6352 or 277-6437). 


Sleep Cheap! 

In the Litha issue of EF! (June 
21. 1982). Eileen Key of Portland 
announced that she was begin- 
ning a list of EFJers who would be 
happy to offer floor space to other 
EF.'ers passing through their 
area. In the confusion of 
changing editors. Eileen's infor- 
mation was lost in the shuffle 
but— better late than never— we 
are pleased to print here. We will 
regularly run the Sleep Cheap! 
column in the hopes of encourag- 
ing more contact among Earth 
Firstlers as you travel the back- 
roads and highways of the US of 
A. To be listed in Sleep Cheap!, 
call or write Eileen Key (503) 
236-7308. 4815 NE Flanders. 
Portland. OR 97213. The follow- 
ing folks are the first listings: 
Portland — Eileen Key (see 
above) 

Monticcllo, Utah — Richard 
Warniek POB 374 84535 (no 
phone, write for directions) 
Santa Barbara. CA — Lawrence 
Worchester (805) 968-4478 and 
Steve Schuman (805) 968-6123 
935 Camino .del Sur. Isla Vista, 
CA 93117 

Tucson— Thorn Lane (602) 744- 
1001 Box 87 Cortaro, AZ 85230 
(no pets or children, please) 

Fort Collins. CO — Chris John- 
son (303) 482-2382 1850 Laparte 
Ave. **JB9 80521 
Salt I^ike City — Alan Sherwood 
(801) 972-0693 853 W. Montague 
Ave. 84104 

Be considerate! Give your 
hosts-to-be plenty of warning. 
Please direct all correspondence 
on Sleep Cheap to Eileen (not to 
Ely). 

MOVING? 

SEND US 
YOUR ADDRESS! 


Report from Maine 

Some rambling thoughts from 
your Down East contact: 

We missed out again on the 
phase out of Maine “Yankee" in 
Wiscasset. The vote was swayed 
in favor of the nuke by a massive 
pro-nuke ad campaign. We are 
also having problems with snow- 
mobiles in "forever wild”sections 
of Baxter State Park. The snow- 
mobile lobby is a powerful adver- 
sary. The paper companies are 
now selling the mineral rights to 
their played out (raped) woods. 
We are keeping an eye out on the 
mining of uranium around here. 
There is also the chance for a solid 
waste dump of radioactive (up to 
500 years) Class "B” materials 
here. Our clay and granite are the 
plus for this honor. 

And we still have the pesticides 
in the blueberries, herbicides on 
the crops, timber, and rights of 
way. (Traces of Agent Orange 
have been discovered along 
utility rights of way.) A class 
action suit is underway on the 
spraying issue. 

We could use more Earth 
Firstlers here! 

—Charles Ewing 

RD t 

Harrington, ME 04643 


BLM Shoots Down WSA’s 
in New Mexico 

Reports reaching Us at press 
time indicated that the Bureau of 
Land Management’s statewide 
recommendations for wilderness 
in New Mexico will leave con- 
servationists reeling in shock 
(particularly in the Las Cruces 
District). New Mexico EF! is 
gathering steam to expand their 
current BLM proposal and to 
mobilize support for itduringthe 
BLM comment period. Contact 
Neil Cobb to offer your help. 


Earth First! Proposes More 
Wyoming Wilderness 

,4 I finally realized that I sold 
my soul in helping to develop the 
moderate, compromised Wyo- 
ming Alternative W for RARE 
II. I'll never sell out again!" So 
said Howie Wolke. guide and out- 
fitter of Jackson. Wyoming, in 
announcing his resignation from 
the Wyoming Wilderness Asso- 
ciation and his current efforts to 
develop a “reasonable proposal to 
truly preserve the ten I Wyoming 
—the wilderness Wyoming." 
There is only a little more than 2 
million acres protected as 
Wilderness in Wyoming. WWA 
and the Sierra Club have recom- 
mended only an additional 2.5 
million acres of National Forest 
Wilderness. “And Bill Turnage’s 
Wilderness Society supports less 
than half of that!" snorted Wolke. 
“Earth First! will propose at least 
3.5 million acres of new National 
Forest Wilderness in Wyoming, 
including the linking of the Gros 
Ventre with the Wind Rivers. We 
also plan to propose the linkingof 
Grand Teton and Yellowstone 
National Parks,” Wolke said. 

. To help develop the Wyoming 
EF! Wilderness Proposal, con- 
tact Howie Wolke. Oregon. Cal- 
ifornia. New Mexico, and Nevada 
are other states where there arte 
active efforts to develop state- 
wide EF! wilderness proposals. 
See the EF! contact or state wil- 
derness coordinator lists for 
people to contact. 




B.L.M. BUTCHERS UTAH 


Henry Mountains 

This photo by Clive Kincaid 
graphically shows the BLM's 
arbitrary boundary citing the 
“Director^ Exception" for the 
elimination of tit), 000 + acres (in 
the Mt. Ellen/Blue Hills WSA.) 
on the basis of an "obvious 
character change" in the land- 
scape, which (according to the 
BLM) limited the wilderness 
experience to less than outstand- 
ing. The area in the photo is 
roadless. 


The lead article in the Sam- 
hain EF! was Clive Kincaid’s 
shocking exposed of the criminal 
perversion of the Bureau of Land 
Management’s wilderness inven- 
tory in Utah understate Director 
Gary Wicks. To present his infor- 
mation in its most effective form. 
Clive is producing a professional- 
quality slideshow demonstrating 
how WSA boundaries were 
drawn to exclude corporate con- 
flicts. 


Money Needed for 
Slide Show 

Earth First! is raising 
money for this slide show and we 
are still $500 short of the money 
needed. To help get the truth out 
about the destruction of canyon- 
land wilderness in Utah, send 
your contributions for this impor- 
tant project to EF! in Ely (ear- 
marked for the Utah slide show). 
As soon as the slideshow is ready, 
it will be available for showing 
around the country. 


GROS VENTRE AWAITS SPRING 


The Gros Ventre Range is 
buried under snow these days. 
But the fights over that country 
are still alive. 

Hearings will be held in Wash- 
ington. D.C. on Little Granite 
Creek sometime this winter. We 
expect things to heat up again 
once the snow melts— -that’s if 
Getty Oil continues to push the 
issue. We will not be moved from 
•our road blockade 


Klondike Hill will be the next 
Gros Ventre name in the news. 
Conservationists have prevented 
timbering in Klondike Hill for 
years, but they will soon be 
coming to the "end of their ropes" 
within the system. The Wyo. Wil- 
derness Association has gotten a 
legal "stay" against logging in the 
area, for now. It will not last for 
too long. 

Earth First! members in 


northwestern Wyoming are 
planning to re-enforce the 
staunch defense of the eastern 
Gros Ventre from timber indus- 
try attacks. 

If Klondike Hill is cut. then a 
chain reaction of timber sales 
will sweep across the area. Earth 
First! is now planning a long- 
term occupation of the sale 
location to prevent any and all 
logging activity. 
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sides waited for Yates' 2:30 p.m. 
drilling crew shift change. Both 
sides were polite. 

The Albuquerque Journal re- 
fmrted it this n ay: 

"When the erne truck arrived, 
the group placed tiro tents across 
the road, he-deeked with a “Don't 
Tread on Me" banner and a 4 fi- 
st nr A merienn flag. 

Deputy Sheriff Richard Smith 
learned the Earth First! group 
that they faced arrest. The group 
refused to stand aside. 

7 don't see rrhat you're trying to 
preserve. The damage has already 
been done," said Smith. 

Wit protecting a hundred 
other wildernesses,' countered 
Foreman. 'We want the rig out of 
here. ’ 

After 15 more minutes of 
debate Deputy Sheriff Smith 
returned to his patrol ear without 
arresting anyone. As one deputy 
explained it, “ They're out here to 
get arrested, and I just don't want 
to oblige them.’ 

The standoff continued until a 
radio message came in. . . U.S. 
District Judge Juan Burciaga 
had finally issued a temporary 
restraining order prohibiting 
Yates from further drilling in 
Salt Creek. 

Meanwhile, after a full day’s 
hearing in Washington. D.C., 
House Interior Subcommittee 
Chairman John Sciberling ex- 
pressed his outrage at James 
Watt and his underlings: "It is 
beyond belief that the most 
powerful nation in the world 
cannot stop the illegal drilling in 
a wilderness area." 

Self-Induced Damages 

Thursday, Nov. 11. The Earth 
First! blockaders (now re- 
inforced by four more New 
Mexicans) finally withdrew 
when thedrilling was halted. The 
Refuge was then closed to all 
public use. 

In a crowded courtroom in 
Albuquerque, on Friday Nov. 12. 
Judge Burciaga decided to 
extend the temporary ban on 
drilling in the Salt Creek Wil- 
derness. Twenty Earth First.'ers 
stood in silent warning outside 
the courtroom. 

Yates' attorneys had argued in 
vain to lift the ban. The attorneys 
complained that the well had 
already cost $100,000 and the idle 
rig was costing an additional 
$10,000 a day. 

The judge cooly rejected the 
cost arguments. “The court is not 
insensitive to the possible hard- 
ship to Yates," he said, "But. the 
damage should hare been antici- 
pated and accepted as self- 
indueed. " 

After the hearing. Yates' 
attorneys tried to quietly leave 
the courthouse through a side 
door. Instead, they were greeted 
by the placard-toting Earth 
Firstlers and a swarm of TV 
cameras. 

On Nov. 18. Judge Burciaga 
made the injunction permanent. 
All's Well that Ends Wells 

Ironically, the heaviest criti- 
cism of Yates came from the 
Southwest Oil and Gas News: 

"The three major television net- 
works hare given Yates all the 
publicity they ever dreamed about 
and all of it was bad! 

. . .Yates Petroleum fwaple did 
not fall off the turnip truck yes- 
terday— when it comes to the oil 
business — and I'm sure they knew 
the odds of getting stopped, but 
maybe they underestimated the 
total eonseguences . " 


A Trip to Salt (’reek 
The conversation went some- 
thing like this. . ."We’ve got an 
emergency. Dave. Howie, and 
Jim broke down outside of Albu- 
querque. Can you pick them up at 
Molly’s Bar?” This was my first 


introduction to Earth First! oper- 
ations— (Inoperations?). Within 
an hour. I packed my gear, ex- 
torted a pickup truck from my 
friend (at least, he was), and we 
were on our way to Salt Creek. 

Five years ago. I doubt I 
could’ve adequately defined “wil- 
derness”— last week I was party 
to the blockade of adrillinprigln 
Salt Creek. Coming originally 
from the East, the Southwest 
immediately charmed me. In 
addition, it made me realize just 
how important it is to preserve 
the aesthetic qualities of this not- 
yet-ovcr-industrializcd country. 

Though being a relative new- 
comer to "environmentalism" I’m 
no less adamant in regard to the 
issues at hand. My biggest dis- 
appointment thus far is the total 
apathy I’ve run into since I’ve 
become verbally active. Salt 
Creek was a classic example— 
everyone agreed it was worthy of 
the fight, but when it came down 
to actual physical involvement, 
where were all the troops? My 
personal feeling is that if we let 
portions of the wilderness slip 
away from us now, degenerates 
sue h as ,J ames W alt. w ho w i 1 1 c on - 
tinue to chip away until we’ll be 
left with 50 states looking like 
Newark. N.J. How important 
will your Waring blenders, gar- 
bage disposals and 2 car garages 
be then? It’s altogether conceiv- 
able to me that in the not so 
distant future, if industrialism 
continues at the same pace, 
there’ll be no place to hide. I feel 
sure that those of you who choose 
to hide only in your homes really 
don’t want a power plant around 
the corner, spewing chemically 
filled pollutants and bellowing 
obnoxious noises 24 hours a day. 
This is not a plea to just out doors 
people. . .it’s to everyone con- 
cerned with a liveable environ- 
ment. It’s unfortunate that it 
would take a situation such as 
this to get some people off their 
butts. The general mode of think- 
ing is that we’ll simply displace 
these monsters in remote areas; 
at the cost only of some "minor” 
wildlife, foliage, and air quality. 
Since we’ll all be dead before the 
area is totally devastated, what 
the hell? The point is that if we 
allow these travesties in wilder- 
ness areas, we’re relinquishing yet 
another blessing of our heritage. 
Salt Creek generated interest 
because it became a national 
issue. What we need to do. how- 
ever. is keep our sights on other 
problem areas that wo. ’t become 
widely known. To do this, we 
must have bodies, willing to take 
the time and energy to watch de- 
velopers. oil companies, utilities, 
etc. Without watchdogs, they’ll 
take it all. We can’t be effective 
without the numbers. It's not too 
late to become involved— it’s time 
for all of the borderline cases to 
come out of the closet and jump on 
the bandwagon, that is. if you’re 
interested in you and your chil- 
dren’s survival. 

Dave. Howie, and Jim made 
Salt Creek an especially gratify- 
ing experience for me. . .they 
showed me it could be done. Now 
that I’ve seen things in the proper 
perspective. I’m ready to fight for 
more, that which is. and always 
has been, due us. Those of you 
that may not be gutsy enough to 
stand in front of a bulldozer— 
please consider depriving your- 
self of that weekly massage or 
beer money for a night on the 
town. We’re up against mega- 
bucks, but we can stretch our few 
to the greatest advantage. It’s 
important, worthy and critical 
that we stand up to the bastards 
NOW! 


— Kathy McCoy 
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Stand In Front of that ‘ Dozer 


Another Trip to Salt Creek 


Originally I was going fishing, 
but when Roy Durfee called me 
and said Yates Petroleum was 
drilling in the Salt Creek Wilder- 
ness and that the drillers had 
beat up the guys who protested. I 
got pissed! The next day. Roy, 
Howard “Tiny" Logsdon. Pat 
Ericson and I drove down to the 
site and we vowed that if some- 
one. anyone tried to shove us off 
our wilderness, we were going to 
shove back— and hard! 

As it turned out. Judge 
Burciaga saved us from some 
bruised knuckles but my anger 
has not yet gone away. It has been 
seven years since I last was in- 
volved in the environmental 
movement and it feels good to be 
back. I suppose the fight to save 
what little we have left will con- 
tinue. . but now I'm fighting 
again. That’s one less bit of 
apathy that therapersofourland 
can rely on. 

—Dave Seeley 


Waiting in the Wings 

Editorial by B. Koehler 

Nagasaki and I didn’t make the 
run down to the Salt Creek battle- 
ground. Instead, we stayed in 
cold Wyoming to make sure the 
Samhain issue of this paper got 
out to our readers in a timely 
fashion. 

We were ready to “twist off" (as 
Nagasaki put it) and re-enforce 
our S.W.A.A.T. team at the drop 
of a beer-soaked Stetson. There 
was no sense in all of us getting 
arrested at once. But we were 
willing to move when needed. We 
never had to go. 

Nagasaki was sitting by the 
phone in Goose, when he saw the 
evening news. My buddy Johnny 
Sagebrush and I had just re- 
turned from a hard, muddy day 
of rounding up some stray cows 
when we saw it. 

I was so inspired by the tele- 
vision coverage of the Salt Creek 
Wilderness Battle, that I wrote 
this song for those great folks in 
New Mexico: 


Waitin' in the moonlight with a 
chill down my back 

Heard a bulldozer cornin’ down 
the track 

Rollin' and a roarin' with a 
clickity clack 

I sure do ftopc that he turnsback 

Chorus 

You 're got to stand in front 
of that 'dozer 

Stand in front of that ‘dozer 

Stand in front of that 'dozer 
till it turns around! 

The 'dozer’s cornin' faster, 

I can see it. son 

Mo»*iV/a«f of mr like a shot from 
a gun 

I think I'm netting nervous, 
who said this was fun! 

It’s him or me, I hojte he 
turns and runs 

Now it's become a siynple test of 
will 

The man yells " Move OUT’ 
or "You'll get killed!" 

“ Don't want no one hurt" and 
“No blood spilled!''.' 

Then our tents got tossed all 

r.Mver that hill. 

Chorus f 

Well, Dan Rather tells it on 
the evening news 

About those conservation campers 
with the bulldozer blues 

The oil men were illegal, 
it was all their fault 

And the camjwrs arc charging 
whose, men with assault! 
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continued front Parte 1 
the door! They'll never be satis- 
fied with just this lease." 

Sagebrush followed by sinking 
those “Low Down Bisti Blues" 
and "We Have Killed our Mother 
Country— Look What We’ve 
Done." 

Then, Wes Leonard, veteran of 
the Salt Creek Wilderness 
fight— spoke to the crowd. He 
recounted the Salt CVeek incident 
and stressed the need to make a 
stand. Wes turned and faced 
Sunbelt's lease boundary and 
shouted. “Here's where we draw 
the line— Sunbelt will go no fur- 
ther!" 

Navajo spokesman John Red- 
house stood tall at the Bisti. He 
stated that legal and political 
actions to save the badlands had 
failed, and it was time “for direct 
action." 

Redhousc noted that all the 
Navajo Chapters were opposed to 
the destruction of the Bisti and to 
expanded coal development in 
the region. 

He concluded by saying. “The 
spiritual values of this country 
are of great importance to us. If I 
were to express what we're striv- 
ing for in non-Navajo terms— 
what we are saying is, "Earth 
First!" 

Before singing again. Johnny 
Sagebrush asked everyone to 
pause and “listen to the wind." 
Sagebrush then sang two new 
tunes: “Stand in Front of that 
’Dozer" (dedicated to the Salt 
Creek Crusaders) and “Monkey- 
wrenchin' " (no explanation 
necessary). He then got everyone 
to stand up and sing “You Can 
Take the Bisti— Over My Dead 
Body!" 

Dave "Digger” Foreman 
brought the rally to its conclu- 
sion. “1 usually tell a joke when I 
start out— but not today. Today, 
I‘m damned mad at what Sunbelt 
and Jerry Geist have done to the 
Bisti so far.” he said. “I am damn 
mad that James Watt and Garry 
Carruthers have chosen to drop 
the Bisti from Wilderness Study 
status because it’s less than 5000 
acres. If they have their way. this 
whole country will be destroyed!" 

Foreman announced that “The 
only way to save this country is to 
return these public lands to the 
Navajo— and establish a 100.000 
acre Bisti National Park within 
the Navajo country." 

“Let s Do Something” 

Several people shouted. 
“Enough talk! Let's Do Some- 
thing!" So began the mass tres- 
pass. 

Fifty people crossed the Sun- 
belt boundary fence, grasped 
hands and encircled one of the 
few “hoo-doos” that hadn't yet 
become fuel for the 4 -Corners 
Power Plant. Singing “Goodbye 
Bisti— We Hate to See You Go," 
the protestors waited for the 
police. None came. 


After paying their last respects 
to the Bisti. the protesters burned 
Jerry Geist (Sunbelt PNM 
honcho) and James Watt in 
effigy. Sunbelt's security force 
kept their distance. 

Still looking for a confronta- 
tion. the protesters marched to 
the Sunbelt dragline nearly a 
mile away. Spearheaded by a 
"Save the Bisti" sign and ban- 
ner. plus the ever-present 48- 
star American and "Don’t Tread 
on Me" flags, the crowd pushed 
on. 

Earth First.'ers marched 
across the leased land, and the 
security guards continued to fall 
back. "Damn!" someone whis- 
pered. “When are we gonna get 
arrested?" 

Finally, the protesters lined up 
in front of the dragline (the 8 foot 
tall chain link barbed wire 
restraining fence providing a 
backdrop) and sang “America 
the Beautiful" and “Home on the 
Range." To show their last re- 
spects many people shook the 
fence and yelled. “Save the Bisti!" 
Save the Bisti!" “Earth First!" 

Over the Top 

Just when people were starting 
to leave, he went over the fence. A 
cut hand and torn shirt later, 
Nagasaki Johnson was dancing 
with the dragline. Next, he dis- 
appeared from sight, to re- 
appear on top of the mechanized 
monster. He carefully draped the 
"Save the Bisti," banner over the 
side of the machine. The crowd 
went wild. 

Nagasaki strolled back to the 
fence. Friends lifted the gate 
high enough for the big fella’ to 
crawl and roll under to freedom. 
He was given a hero's welcome. 

Day is Done 

There were no arrests. Owe 
the protesters had returned to 
their encampment, the State 
Police cars finally arrived. By 
then the action was over. We were 
warned not to trespass again by a 
stern-looking sergeant. We 
politely agreed. 

Johnny Sagebrush and Naga- 
saki hiked back to the rally site 
after the police had departed. 
Johnny had to fetch his special 
guitar (after all. he didn’t want it 
wrecked during the trespass). 

Their conversation went some- 
thing like this: 

“You know, the police isn’t our 
enemy. It's bad government 
decisions., and those corporate 
bastards." said one. 

“Yup. We’ll be arrested soon 
enough. We just have to make 
sure we pick our time and place." 
said the other. 

“That’s sure right. There's no 
sense spending a night in the 
Farmington jail, while everyone 
else will be singing and dancing 
tonight under the moon." they 
said together. 
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before the main event. In the log- 
ging town of Murwillumbah 
where the sawmill is located, we 
demonstrated outside, then 
inside the Forestry Commission 
offices. We sang our songs and 
flew our flags in the street outside 
the courthouse while those ar- 
rested were appearing there. 

Then, in anticipation of the 
assault on Mt. Nardi we set up 
our tents on private property 
donated for the occasion right 
next to the only access road to the 
heart of the Nightcap ecosystem. 

Living together under the stars 
in defense of the Mother. As we 
had done at Terania rainforest in 
'79, at Middle Head Beach in '80. 
Home again. 

The logging of “compartments 
79 to 82" was delayed, then 
delayed again as the authorities 
considered the situation. Perhaps 
500 people passed through the 
camp and were transformed by 
its energy and commitment. 
Media coverage of our action in 
Greirs and at the foot of Mt. 
Nardi brought people from 
all over, up to 100 in the camp at 
the time, while many others were 
guided through the ruined forest 
and the virgin forest. 

Finally, at 8 a.m. on the 29th of 
September came the long 
awaited assault. 100 police and 
loggers, two bulldozers, scores of 
vehicles— it took them four hours 
to get through the string of 
blocades of humans, vehicles, 
fires across the road. 

Three days of intense action 
followed as we obstructed the 
trucks bearing the bodies of 1200 
year old brush box trees down the 
mountain. Plenty of TV coverage, 
heightened public awareness, 
then an injunction from the court 
temporarily halted the logging 
while the case for an environ- 
mental impact assessment was 
heard. 


At the time of writing, the 
Forestry Commission and the 
millers are considering an appeal 
to the supreme court, but if it 
stands the court decision is a 
momentous one. The Forestry 
Commission has to pay all of our 
legal costs. The decision may be a 
precedent not only for rainforest 
but perhaps for all natural areas 
in the state. 

At all stages of the campaign, 
our group has been committed to 
non-violence. There were regu- 
lar and lively discussions, how- 
ever. on the question of damage to 
machinery, disabling bulldozers 
and so on. Some saw this as 
violent, many others saw it as 
counterproductive. In the end. 
during the heatof the final couple 
of days, some individuals started 
throwing paint bombs and rocks 
at logging trucks (though de- 
cisions at all meetings were 
against such actions). But this 
only after assaults by loggers and 
even a police vehicle deliberately 
running over someone's leg. The 
sawmilling lobby of course had a 
field day after the rocks were 
thrown— "violence" appeared 
eight times in their next press 
release along with "anarchy." etc. 

Considering the usual stand- 
ards of human behaviour in 
intense conflict, it was a picnic, 
and this was appreciated by the 
audience, the general public. We 
never ran short of money as the 
donations poured in. We claim to 
represent the 70% of people 
shown by a statewide poll to 
favour rainforest preservation. 
The government was paralysed 
by its warring factions, so the 
people took the matter in hand 
themselves, and peacefully. An 
important precedent. 


The 130 arrested have as yet 
not been tried. The magistrates 
were generally sympathetic and 
bail was small or non-existent. 
Many people were arrested more 
than once on the same day, back 
up the mountain as soon as they 
had been processed in town. 
There is a good chance that, as at 
Terania. police will drop their 
charges and we will drop ours 
against them. They are angered 
at our claim that we are not law- 
breakers but. like themselves, 
merely bit players in the theatre 
of social change. But the more 
thoughtful among them are 
getting used to it. 

Scores, perhaps hundreds of 
people have undergone a radical 
conversion to the cause of Life! of 
Earth First! and we’re preparing 
to drift down to Tasmania, the 
island state in the south of 
Australia. There in November 
we will try to prevent damming 
of the Franklin— last wild river, 
heart of the country's largest 
wilderness. From there perhaps 
the Karri-Jarra forests in West 
Australia being clearfelled for 
the bauxite below, and, when the 
rainy season is over, the defense 
of the tropical rainforests of far 
north Queensland and the uran- 
ium mines of South Australia. 

A 60 minute audio documen- 
tary “Nightcap Rainforest- 
thinking globally, acting locally" 
is available for $10. airmail from 
the Rainforest Information 
Centre. Box 308 Lismoro 2180. 
NSW. Australia. About half the 
tape is original music (incred- 
ible!) the other half information 
about rainforest and dramatic 
materia! taped during the dem- 
onstrations. 

—John Seed. Earth First! 
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ED ABBEY: MERRYCHRISTMAS, PIGS! 


Scrooge was right. What I like Rack to my topic: Christmas any cattleman or farmboy. serious literary artist like me and women and children and the o\ 

best about Christmas in the and wild pigs. Have you ever Down by Aravaipa Creek I one of your ordinary sports col- folks. Nothing could be mor* 

desert is the conspicuous absence stood alone under the full moon in heard the barking of a fox. An umnists. say, who writes for the right and honorable, when the 

of Christmas. By late December the prickly cholla-mesquite owl called. Everybody out shop- newspaper. But I don’t want to need is really there. I believe 

the cone-nosed humbugs are gone desert on the night before Christ- ping for supper. make any hard judgments here: humanity made a serious mistake 

and all the horny elf toads re- mas and found yourself sur- There was a good strong odor in this is supposed to be the season of when our ancestors gave up the 

tired into their burrows for the rounded by a herd of hungry, the air, the rank and racy musk of goodwill toward people. Sports hunting and gathering life for 

season. When somebody asks me snuffling, anxiety-ridden jave- half-alarmed javelinas. I like that columnists too. And wild pigs. agriculture and towns. That's 

what I think of Christmas (no- - linas? I have, and it’s a proble- smell, just as I enjoy the smell (at As my hero Ebenezer says, if when they invented the slave, the 

body ever does). I reply. "Not matic situation: Some of those a comlortable distance! of a the spirit of Christmas is more serf, the master, the commissar, 

much.” Easy to avoid it out here little fifty-pound beasts carry skunk out looking for trouble. than humbug then we’re obliged the bureaucrat, the capitalist, the 

in the rocks. tusks and have been known to Associations: The wild tang of to extend it to all creatures great five-star general. Wasn't it farm- 

Think about Ebenezer Scrooge charge a full-grown man rightup skunk brings back October and small including men. ing made a murderer out of Cain? 

and Bobby Riggs, the twin patron the hairy trunk of a saguaro nights, raccoons and baying women, children, foreigners, Nothing but trouble and grief 

saints of us middle-aged crypto- cactus. ThaFs the story I’ve been hounds, the big woods and foggy millipedes, termites and the wild ever since, with a few comforts 

liberal^. Cryptoliberal? Well, told by old-timers around here. hills of Old Pennsylvania. That pigs of the Arizona desert. That's thrown in here and there, now 

sure, why not? I have been called In hny case, this part is true. I smell means Arizona too: a the reason the Arizona Game and and then, like bourbon and ice 

other names even worse. Mis- was surrounded by javelinas border wolf, a desert bighorn, a Fish Department puts off cubes and free beer on the Fourth 

anthrope. Sexist. Elitist. Crank. while O’Ryan chased the Seven mountain lion crouched on a javelina season until January. of July, mainly to stretch out the 

Barbarian. Anarchosyndicalist. Sisters around the Big Bear and ledge above the deer path in the Out of a decent respect for that misery. 

Wild conservative. And my the moon looked kindly down. To chapparal. Good smells, good annual outburst of love and Sermons aside, the javelinas 

favorite, from a Maoist lady in say that I was nervous would be things, important, hard to find on goodwill we call Christmas. and I parted company that moon- 

New York— she called me a an overexaggeration. Though Speedway Boulevard in Tucson As for the herd of javelinas light night with no hard feelings, 

creeping Fascist hyena. Quite unarmed and on foot. I was or Central Avenue up in Phoenix. snorting around me. the truth is. 1 hope, on either part. They had 

true, so far as it goes (you can’t happy, at ease, and comfortably Now and then one of the larger nothing much of anything hap- the whole east slope of Brandcn- 

please everybody), but they drunk. javelinas. suffering from curious- pened. In fact. I got bored first, burg Mountain to ramble over, 

forget to add that I'm a pig lover The herd of javelinas was ity. would come close to me. sniff, tired of simulating a saguaro and 1 had my cabin to crawl back 

too. aware of my presence. The mind advance, and retreat, trying to cactus. I picked up a couple of into, where I keep my bearskin 

The pig I’m talkingaboutisthe of a wild pig is unpredictable. figure out exactly whatthisthing rocks, in case one of those husky and this neurotic typewriter with 
one known also as peccary or These couldn’t make up their is that stands there like a bush boars with the tusks came at me, a mind of itsown.Christmasorno 

javelina. the wild pig of the minds whether to run or stay. but breathes, smells like Jim and tiptoed off through the Christmas, it does my chilly Cal- 

Arizona desert; not a true pig After a while, since I made no Beam, moves a little. Suspicious: prickly pear. I did not wish to vinist heart a lot of good to know 

exactly, according to zoologists. move, they stayed. I could see from time to time a ripple of disturb my friends, but they took those javelinas are still out there 

but a good approximation— a them plain in the bright moon- panic passed through the herd alarm anyway, erupting in in the brush, pursuing happiness 

close relation. Close enough for shine: parody pigs with oversize like a wave through water. They various directions. Would take in their ancient piglike manner, 

me. and the javelina. commonly heads and undersize hams, each knew something was wrong, but them an hour to reassemble. What would Arizona be without a 

defined as "a wild piglike one bristly as a wire brush. They didn t know what. One minute None charged me. Despite many Game and Fish Department? 

animal," is the best kind of pig. trotted from bush to bush and they re on the point of exploding meetings with javelinas, I have Without a Sportsmen's Associa- 

Though that definition, come to cactus to cactus, anxious restive in all directions, pig fashion. A yet to come eyeball to eyeball tion? Hard to say. 1 wonder. But 

thifik of it, is a shade too broad. fellows, all fits and starts, busy, minute later and they forget the with one. Even though I've what would Arizona be without 

Some of my best friends qualify busy. I was accepted, but not danger, start feeding again. charged them a few times, out of wild pigs? Why. no wonder at all. 

as wild piglike animals without welcome: they hoped I wouldn’t Then what happened? An meanness, just to see them run. Arizona would be another poor, 

half trying. But that’s another stay. As I watched. I heard the angel came down from the stars If I were good and hungry, poached, puny, poverty-struck 

issue. The fault of the permissive sound of their vigorous jaws at in a long white robe to give us a would I eat a javelina? Yes. I’d antheap like California, not fit for 

social atmosphere, the Bill of work— a crunching of jojoba lecture on the meaning of Christ- roast its head in a pit of mesquite a man or his dog. 

Rights, the general weakening of nuts, the munching of prickly mas? No. I’ll admit I have a weak- coals and scramble my eggs with Happy Christmas, brother and 

moral fibers everywhere you pear. In all nature there’s no ness for simple fact, even if it its brains. I have no quarrel with sister. Long live the weeds and 

look. sound more pleasing than a spoils the story. Maybe that's the any man who kills one of God’s the wilderness. Merry New Year. 

hungry animal at its feed. Ask main difference between a creatures in order to feed his pigs! 


A SMATTERING OF BOOKS 


by L)avc Foreman 

A number of folks have asked 
for a suggested reading list from 
EF! and I’ll add to this project 
with a rather eclectic list of some 
of my favorites. The starred 
selections represent the most im- 
portant and basic books. Apart 
from that there is no prioritiza- 
tion. If you have additional sug- 
gestions. please send them in. We 
can make this a regular feature. 
We’d also like to solicit book 
reviews. 

*t. Sand County A/ manor, Aldo 
Leopold (various editions). This is 
the most important conservation 
book ever written and builds the 
foundation for deep ecological 
thinking. I read SCA at least once 
a year. 

*2. Round River and Other 
Essays, Aldo Leopold (various 
editions). The companion volume 
to Sand County Almanac and just 
as important. Don’t be disturbed 
by Leopold’s shoot-it-if-it-moves 
approach early on in this book. 
Watch his ecological thinking 
develop. 

*3. Thinking Like A Mountain , 
Susan Flader (University of Neb- 
raska Press). An incomparable 
philosophical biography of Aldo 
Leopold accurately subtitled, 
“Aldo Leopold and The Evolution 
of An Ecological Attitude 
Toward Deer. Wolves, And 


Forests." Flader traces Leopold’s 
ideas from the days when he 
wanted to exterminate all preda- 
tors to his development of the 
Land Ethic. 

*4. Desert Solitaire, Edward 
Abbey (various editions,. Next to 
Sand County Almanac, the best 
expression of wilderness in print 
(though there's no question who 
you'd pick for a drinkin’ buddy). 
Desert Rats Unite! This is the 
book. 

★ 5. The Monkey Wrench Gang. 
Edward Abbey (various 
editions). The novel that has 
given us an important word (and, 
some say, inspired the formation 
of Earth First!). Read it for in- 
spiration and instruction! 

*6. Wilderness and the Amer- 
ican Mind, Roderick Nash (Y’ale 
University Press). An invaluable 
book that traces the development 
of attitudes (pro and con) toward 
wilderness through Western 
Civilization. Wait for the soon-to- 
come 3rd edition which has 100 
pages of new material dealing 
with recent years and Deep Ecol- 
ogy. 

*7. Battle For the Wilderness. 
Michael Frome (Praeger Pub- 
lishers & The Wilderness 
Society). The basic history of the 
wilderness movement in a very 
readable fashion by one of our 
best and most combative envir- 


onmental writers. 

8. Topsoil <€• Civilization. 
Vernon Gill Carter & Tom Dale 
(revised edition from University 
of Oklahoma Press). The history 
of the rise and fall of civilizations 
according to their use and abuse 
of topsoil. It can happen here. 

9. Deserts on the March. Paul B. 
Scars (University of Oklahoma 
Press). A famous ecologist’s study 
of the agricultural making of 
deserts. 

10. St. Mairr, DH Lawrence 
(Vintage Books). A powerful 
short novel of a rich American 
girl in England seeking a reason 
to live and finding it only in an 
unconquerable stallion she ac- 
quires. The ending of the story is 
set in the Sangre de Cristo Moun- 
tains of New Mexico and is one of 
the most powerful evocations of 
wilderness I have seen. 

11. Tieta. Jorge Amado (Avon). 
IfthcreareEFJersin Brazil, here 
they are. Tieta. the wealthiest 
madam in Sao Paulo, returns to 
her remote hometown on the 
Bahia coast. Her greedy but sanc- 
timonious family thinks jjer 
wealth is from a fortuitous 
marriage. Soon after returning. 
Tieta becomes wrapped up with a 
group of crazed local environ- 
mentalists opposing a titanium 
dioxide plant proposed to be built 
by an evil German/Brazilian con- 
sortium on a pristine beach 
nearby. Sex! Power! Evil Capital- 
ists! Slavering Politicians! 
Wilderness! Drunkenness! Sex! 
Sharks! Hypocritical Christians! 
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12. The Grizzly. Enos Mills 
(Ballantine Books). The classic 
study of the “most distinguished 
animal of the world” by the 
founder of Rocky Mountain 
National Park known as 
"Colorado’s John Muir." 

13. The Subversive Science, 
edited by Paul Shepherd & 
Daniel McKinley (Houghten 
Mifflin). Subtitled “Essays 
Toward An Ecology of Man," this 
anthology is most provocative 
and important. 

14. Wilderness Management. 
John C. Hendee, George H. 
Stankcy. & Robert C. Lucas (US 
Forest Service). A surprisingly 
good textbook by three USFS 
research scientists that is com- 
prehensive as well as fairly en- 
lightening. 

15. Dust Bowl, Donald Worster 
(Oxford University Press). Sub- 
titled “The Southern Plains in the 
1930s" this is a superb historical, 
sociological, and ecological study 
of the Black Blizzards on the 
High Plains. My mother lived 
through it and she says Worster is 
right on. 

16. Plagues and Peoples. Wil- 
liam H. McNeill (Anchor Press/ 
Doubleday). A distinguished 
historian traces the central role 
of pestilence in human affairs 
and how it has changed the 
course of history. McNeill has 
some remarkable ecological in- 
sights. I really like this book! (But 
then. I’m the only member of the 
Save the Smallpox Committee.) 


17. Seven Arroics, Hyemeyohsts 
Storm (Ballantine). The story of 
the Medicine Wheel of the Plains 
Indian People. 

18. Black Elk Speaks, John G. ) 
Neihardt (Pocket Books). The 
legendary book of visions of an 
Oglala Sioux medicine man. 

19. The Spiral Dance. Starhawk 
(Harper & Row). Subtitled, “A 
Rebirth of the Ancient Religion 

of the Great Goddess." this is the J 


best book on modern paganism. It 
includes rituals, invocations, 
exercises, magic, myths, and 
solid psychology. An essential 
beginning for an Earth Religion. 


5 


— Dave Foreman 
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BILL DEVALL: EARTH 


Earth Bonding: and Vision 
Questing: The Context of Ex- 
perience in a World of Fact 

Bonding has been defined as 
nonverbal forms of communica- 
tion. as intuitive rapport which 
operates outside of or beyond ra- 
tional, linear ways of thinking 
and perceiving. 

The life cycle is the series of 
^ non reversible phases of physio- 

logical, psychological and social 
change that an individual exper- 
iences from pre-natal experience 
in the mother’s womb to dying 
and death of the physical body. 

Perceptive psychologists and 
| social critics including Joseph 
f Pearce, Virginia Hines, Dolores 
j I-aChapelle and Paul Shepard, 
/ have noted the absence of socially 
/ approved rituals in our contem- 
porary American society to 
encourage earth bonding and to 
make the transitions from one 
phase of life into another. These 
transition rituals have been 
called rites de passage. 

Rituals work on the level of 
holistic or nonverbal communi- 
cation. As outlined by anthro- 
pologist Virginia Hines from her 
comparative study of rituals in 
many different cultures, the form 
of a complete ritual includes 
intent of participants, opening 
invocation, context of the ritual, 
content and closure. Closure is 
the most difficult phase for many 
participants because it means 
recessing away from a “sacred 
area,’’ recrossing a threshold into 
“ordinary” life and incorporation 
of the “vision" of the ritual into 
everyday life. 

Many Native American tribes 
had and still have rituals which 
function both as earth bonding 
and rites of passages. These 
rituals were grounded in a 
specific space, a specific “sacred 
cosmology.” Bobby Lake’s 
account of the Chilula of 
Redwood Creek, for example, 
describes rocks, waterfalls, and 
vistas which were the context for 
all living. Words were specific for 
locations and directions were 
given not by abstract coordinates 
on a map but by reference to real 
rocks, rivers and waterfalls. At 
different phases of their lives, 
men and women went to specific 
places to engage in ritual puri- 
fication. In her book. Earth Wis - 
I dotn, Dolores LaChapelle discus- 
ses the gods of ancient Europe 
and the Near East as manifesta- 
tions of place and human con- 
sciousness of spirit, that realm 
beyond ordinary reality. 

_ Christian cosmology, which 
emphasizes that this Earth is 
only a waystation to heaven or 
hell, and Christian hostility to the 
gods-of-place. led to the attempts 
to destroy paganism, pantheism 
and all earth bonding rituals. 
John Holland Smith in the Death 
of Classical Paganism concluded 
“from the begin ning the 
Christians set out to destroy the 
gods of the classical world. They 
all but succeeded. And there can 
be no doubt that of all the crimes 
committed in Christ’s name, this 
has been the most devastating in 
its consequences. During their 
attempt to murder the gods, the 
Christians destroyed the world of 
those who loved them.” 

Thus we live in a society which 
gives predominant emphasis to 
rational, logical thinking, to 
technological solutions to per- 
ceived “problems” and which sees 
Nature only as a collection of 
“natural resources” open for use 
by humans. The Christian, Marx- 
ist and American secular ver- 
sions of this ethos are therefore 


earth-denying. 

Those persons labeled as "en- 
vironmentalists" argue from 
rational premises including cost- 
benefit ratios, "vegetative im- 
provement," etc. and are con- 
demned to speak in the double- 
speak of administrative agencies 
and scientism. 

But many “environmentalists” 
have deep feeling for places, 
indeed for the Whole Earth as 
homeland. And the journey of 
specific leaders into "sacred 
space” is documented in their 
writings— John Muir in the 
Sierra Nevada, A Ido Leopold and 
Edward Abbey in the American 
southwest. Sig Olsen in the north- 
woods. Some of these persons 
have intuitively engaged in. a 
“vision quest.” a movement in 
consciousness to make connections 
with the extraordinary. Hunter's 
account, in Warriors of the Rain- 
bow of the fumbling, incoherent 
attempts by the founders of Green- 
peace to make connections with 
the whales and to express their 
deep feeling, their nonrational 
connection, love and understand- 
ing of whales to other people is a 
classic example in my estimation 
of the experiences of many “en- 
vironmentalists." 

During the past decade a social 
movement, a collective attempt to 
redefine the situation and insti- 
tute new procedures into society 
has been developing around the 
attempt to reconstruct, redis- 
cover the earth bonding 
processes— which worked so well 
for primal peoples— in the con- 
' text of high technology, urban 
society. This movement has been 
particularly active in northern 
California. It is not yet accepted 
by reformist environmental 
groups such as the Sierra Club, 
Audubon, and Friends of the 
Earth. Perhaps the leaders of 
these groups are wary because of 
the disdain which rational- 
logical minds in government, 
business and universities give to 
“mysticism” or "nature roman- 
ticism." 

The movement comes from hu- 
manistic psychology, especially 
those who ground their interpre- 
tations on the theories of Carl 
Jung, and from Eastern tradi- 
tions infused into the stream of 
consciousness in California 
through various individuals and 
groups including Gary Snyder 
and the Zen Center of San Fran- 
cisco. The movement also draws 
upon the Native American tradi- 
tions and rituals because these 
were the people of Turtle Island 
(North America) for so long that 
their language and rituals were 
grounded in the place. This is not 
an attempt to recreate traditional 
Native American esoteric reli- 
gions but to understand our 
Minds-in-context through rituals 
having the same form as some 
Native American rituals. 

It draws on the human devel- 
opment theories of Erie Erickson 
and others. Psychological tran- 
sitions do not always coincide 
with physical transitions. For 
example, many observers note 
that adolescence as a phase in the 
life cycle may extend through the 
20s and 30s in contemporary 
American society. And some 
people never make the transition 
into maturity. 

One manifestation of this social 
movement occurred in October 
1982. when several thousand 
people came together at a “Medi- 
cine Wheel gathering at Caza- 
dcro in Sonoma County to dis- 
cuss the “politics of spirituality," 
earth bonding and "getting bacl< 


BONDING 


to our Mother Earth.” This gath- 
ering. organized by The Bear 
Tribe, Adele Getty and Sunwa- 
ter, was the second such gather- 
ing in Sonoma County. 

Adele Getty was educated by 
George Sessions at Sierra Col- 
lege and at Sonoma State Uni- 
versity in psychology. She ex- 
pressed the premise of many 
leaders of this movement. Wo are 
in a period of “spiritual educa- 
tion," she said. "We don’t know 
our own reality. We need to send 
out tap roots. We do know that 
Mother Earth is in trouble. But 
there is so much social fluidity in 
our times we have to borrow and 
bog from traditions such as 
Native Americans in order to 
find a way^ If you can connect 
with some ancient goddess in 
vour own psyche, go with her." 

Some speakers at the gather- 
ing suggested that the period 
from 1982 through 1984 is es- 
pecially important in northern 
California and that this place is 
undergoing a period of dramatic 
renewal. 

The specific earth bonding 
ritual used at the gathering in 
Sonoma County was an adapta- 
tion of the "medicine wheel” of 
the Lakota Sioux. It was devel- 
oped a few years ago after Sun 
Bear, a Chippewa/Metis medi- 
cine man. had a vision that told 
him that now is the time for medi- 
cine wheels to return to this land. 
He and his wife(who is his"medi- 
cine helper") wrote a book called 
The Medicine Wheel. They organ- 
ized the first "medicine wheel 
gathering” in 1980. 

Each ritual is a exploration. 
"We are all learning," Adele 
Getty said. Leaders attempt to 
help people create their own 
rituals, their own rites of pas- 
sage, and to use some Native 
American traditions for collec- 
tive rituals. The “medicine 
wheel” in this modern. California 
setting was described by Wabun, 
Sun Bear’s wife and ritual leader, 
in these terms: 

"During this Gathering we will 
construct a medicine wheel con- 
sisting of a center power object, 
which represents the Creator, the 
center of the Universe: surround- 
ed by seven stones representing 
the earth mother, father sun, 
grandmother moon, the turtle 
(earth) clan, the frog (water) clan, 
the butterfly (air) clan and the 
thunderbird (fire) clan. Radiat- 


ing out from the center we will 
place four rocks for the spirit 
keepers of the nor th ( W ahoose). of 
the east (Wabun), of the south 
(Shawnodese). of the west (Mud- 
jekeewis). Between the northern 
and eastern stones we will place 
three others to represent the 
Snow Goose, Otter and Cougar 
people: between the east and 
southern gate there will be stones 
for the Red Hawk, Beaver, and 
Deer people: between the south 
and west, for the Flicker, Stur- 
geon and Brown Bear people: be- 
tween west and north, for the 
Raven. Snake and Elk people. We 
will also place three stones 
between each of the directions 
and the inner circle. These repre- 
sent some of the paths that people 
can take as they travel around the 
medicine wheel." 

With chanting and prayers 
persons representing each of the 
"clans” entered the “sacred cir- 
cle” and placed the rock of the 
clan they represented. 

The closing ritual on Sunday 
evening consisted of a “give 
away,” a ritual gift giving to all 
participants who were empower- 
ed to carry the rocks they brought 
to the "medicine wheel" to create 
the center of a medicine wheel in 
their own community. 

Theodore Roszak in his book 
Person/ Planet discusses “heal- 
ing ourselves and healing the 
planet.” Roszak. Gregory Bate- 
son and Dolores LaChapelle dis- 
cuss not the alienated-rational 
mind, but the “mind-in-context," 
of literal “intermingling” of 
Person-in-place as the radical 
and subversive message of 
ecology. 

The use of Native American 
forms is only a tool for those who 
created the “medicine wheel”. As 
Adele Getty said, “the gathering 
is not about how to be an Indian, 
but how to create and honor our 
own traditions." 

Phrases such as "birth of a new 
culture" and "consciousness of 
place" were used by many speak- 
ers at the medicine wheel gather- 
ing. Some groups are explicitly 
linking their work on rites of 
passage with political activism. 
One group of witches partici- 
pated in the demonstrations at 
the Livermore Laboratory last 
spring and were arrested with 
other anti-nuclear demonstra- 
tors. They define “magic” as the 
"art of empowering ourselves and 
each other." As “witches” they 
are explicitly calling upon an- 
cient traditions of healing which 
were suppressed by Christian 
churches but remain in esoteric 
writings and some anthropolo- 
gical accounts. 

“Empowerment" is a process of 
asserting "integrative power." 
healing power rather than 


domination or power-over-the- 
other. It means "taking respon- 
sibility for when you know 
nothing can be done.” 

Healing the Earth does not 
mean taking control, but "letting 
be." One Norwegian philosopher 
calls this the norm of “free 
nature!” At the Medicine Wheel 
in Sonoma County, several speak- 
ers asserted “there is nothing we 
can do to heal Mother Earth. W’e 
can allow Earth to heal us if we 
are open to healing. Then Earth 
and we, the human people, will 
both regenerate." 

Another speaker said, “if we 
could all experience together our 
sadness for what we humans have 
done to the Earth, then we can 
begin the process of healing our- 
selves: we can begin the real 
work.” 

Several organizations are now 
leading rites of passage. One 
group, called Rites of Passage, in 
Novato, California, sponsors 
week long “quests" for adoles- 
cents and adults in the mountains 
and deserts. Leaders of this 
group have been asked to teach 
their methods to some Outward 
Bound schools and some Boy 
Scout troops. The statement of 
purpose of Rites of Passage says 
"we arc a confluence of ancient 
and modern cultural ways and 
teachings. We make these ways 
available to those who come, not 
to be healed, but to heal them- 
selves. Our courses involve time 
spent in the wilderness. A course 
is an exceptional educational 
opportunity, a profound growth 
event, a life test, a “graduation" 
which refreshes, energizes and 
regenerates. Such an experience 
might not be desired by every- 
one, but by those who recognize, 
deep within, theehallenge.” 

EdVlrumbinejdi rector of the 
wilderness Studies program of 
Sierra Institute at UC. Santa 
Cruz provides opportunities 
similar to Rites of Passage and 
has written a major statement in 
The Power Wit hold; On the Prac- 
tice of Wilderness Teaching. 

Robert Greenway. a member of 
the psychology - department at 
Sonoma State University has 
been training leaders for "wil- 
derness teaching" for several 
years. While the Sierra Club has 
not instituted such "questing" in 
its outings program, it has pub- 
lished Paul Shepard’s new book. 
Nature and Madness, which 
articulates a theory that human 
destructiveness of the environ- 
mental in modern societies is a 
result of failed development of 
Self. 

The cry for vision, for “earth 
wisdom" is being heard. Reform 
environmental groups can ignore 
“deep feeling" for place, can 
ignore deep ecology only at their 
own peril and the peril of the 
Earth. 
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WILDERNESS AND THE BIBLE 


by Charles S. Watson. Jr. 


(A Response to the Moral 
Majority) 

For millcnia the chosen People 
called wilderness. ‘God’s Land,’ 
distinguishing it from settled 
areas possessed and remade by 
man. In seeing goodness in the 
land, we should have come to 
realize that the manmade world 
is not spiritual; that th? earth's 
human dimension is still inhar- 
monious and unfulfilled. Out of 
Sinai’s stillness we hear ourselves 
called to complete our part of 
creation. We are supposed to 
become a holy people who shall 
hallow the earth. 

The Biblical references are 
clear; observances on the seventh 
day. seventh month, seventh 
year, and the jubilee year’s ‘com- 
pletion’ of seven times seven 
years, are clearly designed to 
weave the wilderness experience 
into our fabric. The Torah's sab- 
batical observances are temporal 
analogs of Sinai’s untamed 
spaces— that is. sabbatical times 
are regularly recurring vantage 
points from which to remember 
and renew the community’s cove- 
nant with God—to actualize the 
creation’s goodness in human 
history. 

Ever since Abraham, there 
was a custom associated with the 
seventh week's offering of the 
land’s first fruits. It began with 


the words ‘‘arami obed abi”— i.e., 
“my father was a cimarron 
Aramean." This was the 
eimarron, that mystical ability to 
be at home always with wild- 
lands. To digress from this was 
considered a sellout to Baa! wor- 
ship, whose basis was an owner/ 
master relationship with all 
things. Cimarron pointed to the 
God that had no name and knew 
no boundaries. Only the Baal 
worshippers could seriously 
believe that God’s land should be 
appropriated, cashed in and 
plundered. 

The New Testament Fulfills 
It... 

Repeatedly in the four Gospels, 
Jesus Christ showed that the 
Father was in tune with nature. 
To fulfill his New Testament, 
Jesus began his ministry by test- 
ing himself for 40 days and 40 
nights in the wilderness near 
Jericho. Anti-environmentalists 
recently have actually tried to 
claim that, since Jesus was 
tempted by the devil there, wil- 
derness is a place of temptation 
and evil. 

If that is so. why did Jesus 
almost habitually continue his 
ministry in the wildest parts of 
Judea and Galilee? He exiled 
himself from his boyhood home of 
Nazareth and refused to go near 
such major Galilean cities as 
Tiberias. Jesus is* constantly de- 
picted by eyewitness testimony as 


YULE 

His coming as a Messiah was 
prophesied thus: “In the latter 
days a pure virgin will conceive, 
and when the child is born a star 
will appear. When you behold 
the star, follow it wheresoever it 
shall lead you and adore the child, 
offering gifts with humility. He is 
the Almighty Word which 
created the heavens.’’ He is one of 
the Gods, lower than the 
supreme deity, but above all oth- 
er Gods. Seeing mankind af- 
flicted by the cosmic power of 
darkness, he incarnated on 
Earth. His birth on 25 December 
was witnessed by shepherds. 
After many deeds he held a last 
supper with his disciples and 
returned to heaven. At the end of 
the world he will come again to 
judge resurrected mankind and 
after the last battle, victorious 
over evil, he will lead the chosen 
ones through a river of fire to 
blessed immortality. It is possible 
to prepare oneself for this event 
during life by devotion to him, 
and to attain a degree of commu- 
nion with him through thesacre- 
mental means of initiation. Who 
is he? 

If you answered Jesus of Naza- 
reth, called Christ, smite thyself 
for unredeemed cultural condi- 
tioning and prepare to recognize 
the earlier, the "true" God, 
Mithra the Sun God. of whom all 
these things were said long be- 
fore Jesus was a gleam in 
Yahweh’s eye. In the Mithraic 
Mysteries, the Sacred Year 
began with the birth of the Sun- 
God at the Winter Solstice which, 
on the Julian calendar of Rome, 
fell on December 25th. On the eve 
of this date. Milhraites in Syria 
and Egypt retired into inner 
shrines, from which they issued 
forth at midnight, crying: ‘‘The 
Virgin has brought forth! The 
light is waxing!" In Egypt, the 
newborn Sun was represented 
physically by a human infant, 
whose image was brought forth 
and exhibited at the Solstice. The 
virgin mother in the Roman ver- 
sion was the Great Goddess, 
Cybele. The women of Rome 
walked the streets on the 25th of 
December singing in a loud voice; 
“Unto us a child is horn thisday.” 

Actually, quite a number of in- 


preferring the openness of the 
Sea of Galilee, the small fishing 
village of Capernaum and its 
wild hinterlands. 

His sermons pilloried the evils 

of great wealth remember the 

“eye of the needle?" (Matthew 
20:24 “It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God.") The miracu- 
lous events of the Transfigura- 
tion. the multiplication of the 
lo:lves and fishes and the Beati- 
tudes— all came out of wilderness 
places. The apostles were con- 
stantly searching for Him there. 

Some of Jesus' most important 
parables came from an astonish- 
ing ecological sense. . .(Luke 
12:24*271 "consider the ravens; 
they neither sow nor reap and 
have neither cellar nor barn— yet 
God feeds them"; "or take the 
lilies; they do not spin nor toil; but 
I tell you Solomon in all his 
splendor was not arrayed as one 
of these." What did He mean by 
all this? Simply that man was to 
be a wise steward of the earth’s 
resources, not its despoiler. 

Who would doubt that pro- 
phecy was not fulfilled by the 
prose of St. Francis of Assisi in 
the 12th century? The gentle 
mystic of Umbria, who saved the 
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ca mated Gods were said to have 
been born at the Winter Solstice, 
including Bacchus of Egypt. 
Bacchus of Greece, Adonis of 
Greece. Krishna of India. Sakia 
of India, Chan-ti of China. Chris 
of Chaldea and Jao Wapaul of 
ancient Britain. All were said to 
have been born of a virgin, per- 
haps because the astrological 
sign of Virgo, the Virgin, is newly 
risen above the horizon at this 
time. 

Then came the Christians. 
According to the information 
given in the New Testament. 
Jesus could not possibly have 
been born in Winter. Since the 
apostles never celebrated his 
birthday at all, the exact date of 
his birth must remain unknown, 
but if the written record is at all 
accurate, the evidence points to 
early 8utumn, probably Septem- 
ber. as the season of the nativity, 
in the year 6 B.C. In any case the 
early Christian Church did not 
feel that the birthday of their 
Savior was of particular signifi- 
cance. Indeed, the celebration of 
birthdays was expressly for- 
bidden by Jewish law. as 
Josephus, first century Jewish 
historian, states: “Nay. indeed 
the law does not permit us to 
make festivals at the births of our 
children." 

However. Mithraism, the most 
serious competitor to Christian- 
ity in Rome, and other "pagan" 
religions celebrated the Winter 
Solstice as the time when the Sun 
was reborn and began to grow. 
By 326 A.D., Roman converts to 
Christianity who were still secret 
devotees of Mithra had begun 
celebrating Dec. 25 as the 
birthday of Christ. Since the em- 
peror. Constantine, had declared 
Christianity the state religion, it 
was not considered politic to insist 
on worshipping Mithra openly. 
In 337 Tope Julius I chose Dec. 25 
as the birthday of Christ, and in 
354 Constantine, deciding that “if 
you can’t lick ’em. join ’em." or- 
dained Dec. 25 as the official 
Roman festival commemorating 
the birth of Christ. Prior to this 
date, there is no mention of any 
observance of the nativity of 
Jesus in any Christian writings. 


wolf and made the birds do God's 
bidding, perhaps summed it up 
in his remarkable Canticle of the 
Sun: 

“Praise to Thee, my Lord, for 
all Thy creatures, above all 
Brother Sun. who brings us the 
day and lends us his light; Lovely 
is he, radiant with splendor, and 
speaks to us of Thee. 0 Most 
High. Praise to Thee, my Lord, 
for Sister Moon and the stars 
which Thou hast set in the 
heavens, clear, precious, and fair. 
Praise to Thee, my Lord, for 
Brother Wind, for air and cloud, 
for calm and all weather by 
which Thou supportest life in all 
Thy creatures. . 

It is hardly surprising, there- 
fore. to understand why Pope 
John Paul II in 1980 declared St. 
Francis to be the patron of ecolo- 
gists. We prefer him to those who 
would give us a Christ composed 
of corporate sinews and an altar 
made up of the almighty buck! 

Charles S. Watson. Jr. 

Charles S. Watson. Jr., of Canton 
City. N\\ is founder anil director 
ol NORA, tin Nerada Outdoors 
Recreation Association, and is 
our of the trad inn national f inures 
in efforts to protect BLM iril - 
dcrucss. 


The festive rituals with which 
we still celebrate Winter Sol- 
stice/Yule/Xmas come almost 
from pre-Christian times. The 
Romans had for many centuries 
celebrated a festival near the 
time of the Winter Solstice and 
eventually extended it to cover an 
entire week from Dec. 17 through 
21. This festival, dedicated to 
Saturn, God of sowing and 
animal husbandry (very similar 
to the Hunter God of the Celts), 
was called the Saturnalia. 
During this time all work and 
business was suspended, wars 
ceased, executions were post- 
poned. slaves were given tempor- 
ary freedom to say and do as they 
pleased, social distinctions were 
forgotten, and certain moral re- 
strictions were eased, leading to 
uninhibited revelry. Houses were 
decorated with gilt and colored 
paper, and gifts were exchanged 
between people. There is one 
interesting reference to one of the 
most popular customs of Y uletide 
in Jeremiah 10:2-6 that many 
modern Christians might find 
disconcerting as they decorate 
their traditional “Christmas 
Tree:" “Thus saith the Lord, learn 
not the way of the Pagans. . .For 
the customs of these people are 
vain: for one cutteth a tree out of 
the forest, the work of the hands 
of the workman, with the ax. 
They deck it with silver and with 
gold; they fasten it with nails and 
hammers, that it move not." 

It's pleasant to reflect, while 
watching the Yule log burn, that 
Earth religions, like the Earth 
herself, absorb and transform all 
that mankind asserts, is. and 
does. Nothing changes, and 
nothing remains the same. Praise 
the Sun for he is reborn! (And 
when you live in a solar house as 1 
do, appreciation is heartfelt.) 
Admire the Earth and those who 
revere her for the perpetuity that 
encompasses all changes. And 
worship the universal God/dcss, 
however you conceive her/him to 
be. recognizing the wondrous 
diversity of all creation. 

Mann thanks to Tint Zell, 
Primate of the Holy Order of 
Mother Earth (H.O.M.E.), for his 
wrijinffn in the Green Egg from 
which most of this article was 
shamelessly plagarizcd. 


PEACE AND FREEDOM 
CARDS FROM WIN 
MAGAZINE 



An assortment of 12 disarming- 
ly beautiful cards — original 
designs by talented progressive 
artists. Produced in the spirit of 
the holidays, they are also 
suitable for use as note cards 
year-round. No inside message; 
we've left that part up to you! 

Set of 12, assorted designs and 
colors, for just $4.00 (postage 
included]. 3-9 sets, $3.50 each; 
lOor more, $3.00each. 

To order, or for further descrip- 
tion, write: 

WIN Magazine, Dept. C, 326 
Livingston St., Brooklyn, NY 
11217 



'fHE BISTI: STALKING 
'"HORSE FOR MEGAPOWER 



These forested mesas were eliminated from the Paria-IIackberry W.S.A. by the B.L.M. because of the 
potential for chaining operations. Photo by Clive Kincaid. 


UTAH WARS ON WILDERNESS 


by Ixi nee Christie 

When the Public Service Com- 
pany of New Mexico (PNM) 
named their mine on Section 32 
the “Gateway Mine." they were 
engaging in truth in advertising. 
It is obvious that the mine makes 
no economic sense as a source of 
supply to the San Juan Gener- 
ating Station 45 miles to the 
north, although it is cited as the 
consumer of the 6 million tons of 
coal planned to be recovered from 
the Gateway Mine. First, the San 
Juan Mine located at the San 
Juan Generating Station can sup- 
ply the power plant for at least 20 
and probably 30 years. Thus, the 
original plan to build the San 
Juan Generating Station on the 
site of a mine capable of supply- 
ing it cheaply through its entire 
depreciable life is sound: addi- 
tional coal isn't necessary. Sec- 
ond. the costof trucking the Gate- 
way Mine coal 46 miles, mostly by 
dirt road, results inacostof $1.61 
per million btu of boiler heat 
realized, versus 76<F for San Juan 
Mine coal; the Gateway coal costs 
111.8% more. PNM. thanks to 
rate indexing for the cost of fuel, 
passes this cost on to utility rate- 
payers. but faces the liability of 
explaining this inflated fuel cost 
to critics (get busy, critics!). 

One must instead find the ex- 
planation for PNM’s adamant 
pursuit of the Gateway Mine 
through court challenges and 
environmentalistoutrage in their 
plans for the 2.000 megawatt 
New Mexico Generating Station 
(NMGS), proposed for a site only 
three miles south of the Bisti Bad- 
lands. PNM is currently attempt- 
ing to swap Ute Mountain, which 
they own on the Rio Grande 
Gorge near Taos, to the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) in ex- 
change for the BLM ( public) land 
they want for the NMGS power 
plant/city site near Bisti. The 
NMGS is, I think, the newest 
manifestation of the Kaipairo- 
wits power project which was 
finally defeated by environment- 
alists in. southern Utah because of 
the adverse effects on air quality 
and thus visibility in the many 
national park and monuments 
close by. The similarity in mar- 
ket for the electricity from the 
various megapower coal-fired 
projects proposed over time for 
various southwestern coal areas 
establishes their common iden- 
tity: the burgeoning cities and 
industries of Arizona and Cali- 
fornia. Unlike the earlier, envir- 
onmentalist-defeated proposals, 
NMGS is proposed for a site 
which is (1) owned outright 
without outlay of capital, if the 
land swap issuccessful. affording 
opportunity for real estate as well 
as power sale profits from the city 
to be built to house the construc- 
tion and then the plantoperating 
personnel. The city will range 
from 2.000 to 20,000 inhabitants 
at various stages of development 
and operation. (2) in a desert 
basin where air pollution from 
the NMGS power plant, whose 2 
billion watt output exceeds the 
generating capacity of the state 
of New Mexico presently, does 
not impact major national parks, 
monuments and existing desig- 
nated wilderness areas which are 
popular and thus have many con- 
cerned defenders. 

One is therefore not surprised 
to discover that nine major coal- 
mining companies have invested 
in Preference Right I>easc Appli- 
cations in the area which are 
good for about two billion tons of 
coal; that they already hold leases 
to hundreds of millions of tons of 
federal coal: and have asked Rape 
'n Run Watt to make available for 


lease an additional 1.6 billion tons 
of federal coal in the San Juan 
Basin. Watt has dutifully pro- 
posed putting almost the entire 
amount requested on the block in 
September. 1983. In interpreting 
this coal speculation, remember 
the San Juan Basin coal deposits 
are low quality, low sulfur bi- 
tuminous coal not salable at long 
distances or overseas given trans- 
portation-costs, or for purposes 
other than boiler fuel. There 
is only one profitable outcome 
to reward this intensive spec- 
ulation in San Juan Basin coal 
resources: a massive consumer 

of boiler coal in the imme- 
diate vicinity— namely NMGS. 

It is obvious that the Bisti 
Badlands and other potential 
wilderness areas in the vicinity of 
a huge company power town act 
to inhibit easy achievement of 
utility/coal company ambitions 
to make the San Juan Basin a 
“national sacrifice area," as a 
National Science Foundation 
report proposed in the late 1970s, 
acknowledging that the aridity of 
the area made strip-mined 
portions unreclaimable. By estab- 
lishing a coal mine, with attend- 
ant noise, dust, blasting, and 
visual intrusion in the premier 
San Juan Basin BLM Wilderness 
Study Area (WSA) which sur- 
rounds it on three sides (the 
Bisti), PNM has a perfect stalk- 
ing horse for the NMGS. By foul- 
ing up efforts to trade the state 
land for other property by BLM 
in order to create a complete Bisti 
WSA, PNM kept the Bisti 's size 
and integrity/desirability down, 
paving the way for Watt to drop 
the Bisti WSA from considera- 
tion for wilderness because it was 
under 6.000 acres in size. Having 
an active mine in the area, and 
preventing wilderness designa- 
tions around it. improves the 
psychological climate for pro- 
moting NMGS into reality on the 
nearby sitf* and strip-mining 
thousands of acres of San Juan 
Basin land to supply NMGS. 

There is no clearer conflict 
between urbanization/industri- 
alization and conservation values 
to be found anywhere. Given the 
lack of rise in demand for elec- 
tricity due to conservation in the 
last few years, and demonstra- 
tions by environmentalist- 
sponsored studies that no new 
power generating capacity would 
be needed by an expanding 
economy between now and 2020 if 
highly feasible and productivity- 
enhancing forms of energy con- 
servation are affected, the NMGS 
becomes a utility gamble that 
power conservation efforts will 
foil. In turn, allowing NMGS to 
be built creates an immense 
economic disincentive for pro- 
motion of electrical conservation 
by financially interested power 
companies. The price of this folly 
is not only the trashing of the San 
Juan Basin WSAs by power 
townspeople on dirt bikes, but 
means turning a vast 80-mile belt 
from southwest of Cuba to west of 
Farmington. New Mexico, into a 
sterile gravel field under a pall of 
coal smoke after throwing the in- 
digenous pastoral Navajos off 
it— truly a "national sacrifice 
area." I nominate other entities 
than the Navajos and the beau- 
tiful San Juan Basin desert for 
sacrifice. Earth First! 

Opposition to the Gateway 
Mine and dropping the Bisti Bad- 
lands as a wilderness area despite 
the mine’s presence is therefore 
part of opposing the NMGS. the 
“national sacrifice area" in the 
San Juan Basin, and the whole 
idea of expanding generating 
capacity without need instead of 
promoting energy conservation. 


Chaining Massacres and State 
Lands: Utah’s Weapons 
Against Wilderness 

by Cliff Dweller 
In Utah, one can easily get the 
impression that the largest stum- 
bling block to the Bureau of Land 
Management's wilderness inven- 
tory is the BLM itself. Indeed, the 
feds own the vast majority of 
wilderness study areas, but inter- 
spersed throughout this domain 
like patches in a crazy quilt are 
square mile sections of land be- 
longing to the state of Utah. Upon 
entering statehood in 1896. the 
federal government ceded four 
sections in every 36 section town- 
ship to the state. According to 
Utah's constitution, these sec- 
tions must be used to raise money 
for the state school system, hence 
the name “school sections." 

Under the guise of economic 
returns for schools, local poli- 
ticians acting in accordance with 
the state land board can effec- 
tively use state sections as a 
weapon to block roadless area 
inventories and reduce wilder- 
ness acreage. Two examples frorr\ 
southeastern Utah's Grand Gulch 
Plateau illustrate this tactic. 

When Grand Gulch was desig- 
nated a BLM primitive area in 
1970. its northern boundaries 
were only four miles from 
Natural Bridges National Mon- 
ument. The only manmade in- 
trusion between these two pris- 
tine areas was Utah Highway 95. 
then a narrow and winding 
unpaved road. With the excep- 
tion of this 60-foot wide dirt 
ribbon, dense pinyon-juniper 
forest cloaked all land between 
the new primitive area and the 
National Monument. 

The primitive area designa- 
tion was viewed with alarm by 
the commissioners of San Juan 
County, who believed Grand 
Gulch and Natural Bridges 
would eventually be combined 
into a single National Monur 
ment. To them, such a monument 
would create a barrier limiting 
economic development in the 
western third of San Juan 
County. 

The response of the com mission 
was to approve livestock grazing 
"improvements" on state school 
sections located between Natural 
BHdges and Grand Gulch. By 
1973. four sections of state land- 
some 2.500 acres— had been 
chained. Two giant caterpillar 


tractors with a 40-ton ship’s 
anchor chain towed between 
them simply work their way over 
stout trees and whatever else 
happened to be in the way. An 
airplane then seeded the raw, 
broken terrain with grasses 
appropriate for livestock forage. 

The tactic worked, and four 
ugly gashes were left in the mesa 
top forest between Natural 
Bridges and Grand Gulch. 
Economic returns from cattle 
have been minimal, but the 
' alleged “barrier" of wilderness in 
western San Juan County was 
broken. Any notion of an en- 
larged National Monument was 
smashed by this highly effective 
chaining massacre. 

In 1979. during the infamous 
BLM wilderness review, a second 
chaining massacre was attempted 
on the Grand Gulch Plateau. 
Nearly 200.000 acres of BLM 
land were going to be designated 
wilderness study areas despite 
hard efforts by the BLM to limit 
the acreage. In response, ranch- 
ers who grazed cattle in the area 
decided to chain 18 more state 
school sections. Of course, all 18 
sections were virtual islands sur- 
rounded by public land under- 
going BLM roadless area review. 

The state land board approved 
the chainings because lease 
money would be contributed to 
the school system. The BLM, 
despite deleterious impacts to its 
proposed roadless areas, did not 
object because state sections were 
technically outside the agency’s 
jurisdiction. However. BLM 
managers were very aware of the 
consequences of chaining over 
1 1.500 acres of state land within 
areas being evaluated for wil- 
derness suitability. 

Except for two blunders, the 
second Grand Gulch chaining 
massacre would have succeeded. 
First, the initial state section to 
be chained was immediately 
adjacent to Highway 95. Second, 
a professional archaeological 
clearance had not been conducted 
and a number of significant pre- 
historic sites were destroyed. 

An archaeologist who fortu- 
nately happened to be driving 
down the highway did not have to 
leave his car to recognize the 
destructive impacts to prehis- 
toric sites. Within hours, a net- 
work of archaeologists through- 
out the west had shut down the 


chaining. They cited a number of 
federal regulations that had been 
violated. The Utah Chapter of the 
Sierra Club then entered the pic- 
ture as a second segment of vocal 
opposition. Extensive media 
coverage resulted, mostly favor- 
able to the preservationists. 

The BLM. the locals who 
backed the chaining, and the 
state land lioard were stunned by 
the opposition to the "range im- 
provements" planned for state 
lands in the Grand Gulch area. 
They responded with such con- 
fusion that only two other 
chainings occurred prior to the 
November. 1980 BLM final de- 
cision on wilderness study areas 
in Utah. Large portions of the 
roadless land that had been tar- 
geted for chaining were desig- 
nated wilderness study areas. As 
a side benefit, the archaeology 
was protected in the two other 
chainings that did occur near 
Grand Gulch. 

Had the other 17 school sec- 
tions been chained prior to the 
one adjacent to Highway 95. the 
damage to both the archaeology 
and the roadless areas would not 
have been recognized until it was 
too late to protect either. As it 
was. the BLM dropped portions 
of the Fish Creek wilderness 
study area next to the school 
section where the chaining con- 
troversy occurred. 

Lessons can be derived from 
the two chaining massacres. 
First, the state of Utah (in addi- 
tion to the BLM) is an active oppo- 
nent of wilderness. Second, state 
school sections because of their 
strategic locations, and range 
improvements because of their 
impacts, can be used as weapons 
for reducing size of adjacent 
roadless areas. Finally, the regu- 
lations protecting prehistoric 
sites can be used as an effective 
tool to protect wilderness. The 
only adequate solution, however, 
to state interference within road- 
less areas, is to wrest isolated 
school sections from the state of 
Utah, placing them once again in 
the hands of the federal govern- 
ment. Hopefully, they would be 
treated in a more equitable 
fashion by the feds. 

f ED. NOTE: On Th o nksyirin y 
ircekcnd. two of the cater- 

pillar tractors ascii in the chain- 
iuys ice re (lest rayed by unknown 
indiridnals.) 


December 21, 1982 EARTH FIRST! Page 15 



the mysteries of things 

line & cut & 

match & erase. 

materials, 

partaking in 

the mysteries of things, 

best handled only 

in certain ways 

for these pages 

to look as if 

nothing was done: 

all the words appearing 

in perfect alignment — 

like water from a faucet 


SoinetliingloTliiiik About. 


Let's role-play, they said. 
I'll be the moon, he said. 
No, they said, you have 
to play an active part. 

I’ll be the moon, he said. 


I A Rainbow 

It was dusk, and I felt myself falling, 
down, down to the earth. ..again and again. 

I kept falling very fast all night and 
all morning. And then it stopped. I lay 
in a puddle. The sunshine streaming 
through the dew-drops, warming me. . .the 
spider-webs sparkled like crystal, and the 
grass looked like diamonds. Puddles turned 
into them and saw a wonderful thing. The 
sun had made me into a rainbow! All my 
colors like candy... Everyone admires them 
and I am very happy. 

— Robin Lietha 


or the sun coming up. 

— Barbara Naiditch 


plants need watehin 


9 


No, they said, you have 
to risk something. 

I'll be the moon, he said. 

No, they said, you have 
to suffer something. 

I'll be the full moon, he said. 

—Richard Ganci 


Come touch 


Envoy 

old buzzard, old turkey vulture of my spirit 
eat up that which dwelling on pain brings 
eat up the dross 
eat up the dead 
eat up the useless 
eat up the wasteful 
eat up the cancer 
eat up the anti-life 
eat it up mercilessly 
Oh scavenger of joy 
discover the. food the too proud would 
leave behind 
tha we may grow strong 
circling again 

flying higher 

—Kirk Lumpkin 


WHATEVER 
HAPPENED TO...? 


c 4RMED 
WITH 
VISIONS 


Submissions are invited of poems, 
songs, spoofs, and all eco-radical 
or ea rth -nurturing work, • 
Include SASE if you want work 
returned • All rights reserved to 
the authors • Send pieces to Art 
Goodtimes, Box 1008, Telluride, 
CO 81436. 



Like walking on air. 


if 

if \ run barefoot 
for long enough 
eat stonecrop, dandylion 
grasshopper, dock seed 
if i fast forever 
lay open my heart 
if i hunt with bow and arrow 
made of chokccherries, flint 
(cities fall, fold up, die) 
if i return to the mountain 
where old bones lie 
if i face cast 
the dawn 
offer tobacco 
my blood 
my life 

will the land be free again? 

- Pine Wolf 


Poetry, the Arts in General 
Poetry, the Arts in general, are a 
benevolence impulse, are the opposite of 
eirryting that’s dead or death-dealing 
like violence or war. Poetry is the arch- 
enemy of enmity. In Compton’s volume — 
"A." ‘‘Artillery’’ comes right before ''Arts." 
And “ Artillery ’’ usually does come before 
the Arts in the priorities of governments. 
There’s a Space Race, but no Poetry Race. 
In the late 50s Sputnks spurred an 
emphasis on science. One of the results of 
science without poetry is called 
plutonium, one of the deadliest substances 
eirr made by man, and it literally means 
death, death planet Hades concocted on 
this green Earth Whitman and every 
other poet blessed so tenderly. Plutonium 
is the opposite of poetry. I'm saying now 
it's time to give poetry equal time. Time 
to give Art equal time to Art-illery. 
Cultural exchange sure beat nuclear 
exchange. Better to Exchange the best, 
rather than the worst aspects of our 
cultures. / recently read the statistic that 
everyone on Earth could be fed. clothed, 
sheltered & given medical care & 
education for a whole year on what the 
military of all countries spends in two 
weeks. It isn’t hard to figure, out. Peace is 
not only an idealistic preference. It’s an 
economic necessity. 

—Jeff Poniewaz 


( • .? % 

Arizona 

The earth gave birth. 

Its womb spewed forth land masses 
that looked like sagging tits 
with hard, cracked nipples. 

The light was bright and harsh 
and tanned her grainy skin 
until it colored like a burnt hide. 

Her pubic hair, scruffy and scraggly, 
dotted her surface in intricate 
tangles of dusty tumbleweed. 

Where once was water, 
the land had hardened and scarred 
forming carved impressions of careless 
limbs that stretched a gigantic breadth. 

And hills that dipped and swayed 
like the rolling curves of 
a once young )voman. 

I felt ageless 

and felt old, felt the sawing tits 
the acrid heat of the old mother's breath, 
wondering at the long and arduous labor 
which had torn her thighs apart, to yield 
this sprawling, scrubbrush infant. 

— Ceil Goldberg 
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A pome 

to Kilmer’s dome 
—by Raymond Barrio 
I hear that I shall never see 

an atrocity as hideous as a tree 
A mammoth redwood whose leafy boughs 
arc ripped and shredded 
A magnifique whose limits 
become herbaceously dreaded 
A sequoia giant wrenched out 
of heaven’s earth bosom 
Bitten by saw and crushed by rotor 
and drug on over by a stony loader 
To martial music then, to the 
crunchy refrain of a power crane 
Whose power though brief 
is mightier than the a wetome squeak 
Of the emasculated brain 
of a corjwration chief 
A sempervirens whose tranquil soul 
leaves us on a lumber mill’s troll 
Ah, the chips do fly. . . 

And so my children 
that is why you'll never see 
Another gigantic redwood 
as lovely a* a tree. 


After Discussing Eco- Defense 

At one with nothing but herself 
an exercise itself deceptive; 
maintained by will, and diet pills 
the mistress of the land fills 
looks tanned and thinks 
that your plan stinks. 

"You'll lose your friends." she avowed, 
“which includes me." She has you cowed. 
She has Nancy's tuck-in face, 
and Mrs. Reagan’s clear blue eyes. 

She turns them to you. mystified. 

"How can you give up my support?” 

“Go to hell,” you glad retort. 


“I live in Jack son. in the summer, 
my daughter is a river-runner. 

Hubby's hobby is the woods 

and jogging’s clearly done him good. 

I can't imagine what he’d say 
when home, at last, from a long day 
he pours himself a pinch of Scotch, 
turns on the news in time to watch 
you boarded crazies on a march. 

His client that day. probably Exxon, 
watches too. (that you can count on). 
They're sure to know their counsel’s wives, 
I’ve worked with theirs on charity drives. 
Now, what in God’s name will I say?” 

“Go to hell,” you mad reply. 


"Oh, that’s the problem with the troops 
though I’m a member of all groups 
I cannot bear the rank and file 
so few it seems are worthwhile." 

She runs hpr hands through her hair, 
looks past you with a sexy air. 

“You're excepted from my scorn. 

I recall the day my son was bom. 

You look like him, I shouldn’t say, 
for you are rugged, and he is gay. 

What I like. 1 must admit 

about these mountain climbing trips 

are you handsome hunks of meat.” 

“Go to hell." you sad repeat. 

—Marc Brown 
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/S THE SKY 


by Jatnes F. Berry 

Is the sky falling? Gary Coates 
says that we are in the final crisis 
out of which will emerge some- 
thing much different from what 
we now know. Maybe better, 
maybe worse, surely different. 
Most people I talk to (Thomas 
Berry excepted) sort of lean back 
and say, "Well now, that is an 
overstatement. Who is Gary 
Coates (he is the editor of Re- 
settling America ), and why is he 
trying to scare us to death? I do 
not see that the evidence bears 
him out. Things are not really all 
that had. Of course, we need to do 
some things to clean up the air 
and water and to keep the soil in 
place, but we will do what is neces- 
sary. Don’t get so excited. It is 
bad for your blood pressure." 

Or some people say. "You are 
trying to fight industrialization. 
Well, what is your alternative? If 
you think people are going to give 
up their washing machines and 
automobiles and go back to sub- 
sistence farming you arc crazy.” 
What they seem to be saying is 
that there is noalternative way to 
live. The automobile will 
continue to be the central artifact 
of civilization and the hi-tech 
home the central dream. Factor- 
ies will provide the most 
desirable form of employment 
and life will revolve around a day 
at the plant and an evening at the 
TV. The Madison Avenue family 
finding joy in mouthwash, floor 
wax, deodorant, hair spray, and 
the final paradise of the beer bust 
is not a picture of ultimate empti- 
ness but the picture of a grand 
America. The surrender to the 
money makers is complete. No 
life other than the life of the 
vacuous model finding happiness 
through toothpaste is within the 
roach of imagination. 

The sky really is falling I am 
ready to argue. I am not only 
talking about what is covered in 
Global 2000; about water, soil, 
air, ozone, energy, forests, 
oceans, metals, wastes, radiation, 
and the extinction of a half to two 
million species of life. I am also 
talking about behavior which 
degrades more ami more toward 
the despicable. In North 
Carolina, for instance, one only 
has to look at the way migrant 
farm labor is treated (growers 
recently obtained a court injunc- 
tion nullifying a requirement 
that they furnish water to the 
field for drinking or washing off 
pesticides.) Or one has only to 
look at a judicial and criminal 
justice system which outrages 
decency, or at a tax system aimed 
a I the poor by a legislalureclearly 
vulnerable to special interests. 
And there is a belligerence 
abroad, a failure of love, sour 
hntreds, human exploitation, 
contempt for the peacemakers, 
an us/them view of the world, the 
casting of disagreements into a 
context of demonology, by which 
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DESERT! 

March 12-19, 1983 
Explore with backpack the 
wilds of Cabcza Pricta and 
Kofa (tame Ranges in Arizona. 
A joint venture with proceeds 
to be shared by Earth First! 
and Wild Horizons Expedi- 
tions. Food, equipment, trans- 
portation to trailbeads, guide, 
trip physician all included. 
$175. 

For more information: 
Howie Wolke 
Box 2318 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 


FALLING? 


those who disagree are classified 
as devils. There is a conviction on 
the part of many that wealth 
bestows goodness and demon- 
strates superiority, whereas 
poverty is a sign of divine dis- 
approval and a mark of unworth- 
iness. El Salvador is the meta- 
phor of our time, and Jesse Helms 
its prophet. 

If there is a glimmer of hope it 
rests, in my opinion, on a new 
appreciation of what it means to 
be human, where the human 
belongs. Gradually penetrating 
human consciousness is the 
understanding Darwin and 
Teilhard and many many 
others have provided us the illu- 
mination to reach. The human is J 
the natural product of the natural 
order, an earthling. What we 
must learn, and perhaps are in 
the process of learning, is the 
lesson the earth teaches, that 
everything is connected to every- 
thing else. Nature knows no 
national boundaries. The butter- 
fly in the garden wintered in 
Mexico, the songbird in Brazil. 
The water drawn from the well 
was snow on the western moun- 
tains a thousand years ago. The 
rain is water lifted from the 
ocean a continent away. The 
oxygen comes from a leaf in an 
Indonesian forest. Food is the 
result of an earth technology so 
complex it will never be fully 
detailed. We ore creatures of the 
earth and we participate in the 
great mysteries of the earth. 
While we are each different we 
share an identity. We are sub- 
jective and at the same time we 
belong to a communion that links 
us up to one another in a way 
beautifully described by Walt 
Whitman. The earth requires 
universal love and that demand is 
even more exacting, more 
immediate and more dire in its 
consequences than is the scrip- 
tural law. The central focus of 
love is the earth itself for it is the 
earth that the human begins to 
comprehend as the mythic as well 
as the hard reality. 

1 saw a TV program showing 
the annual movements of caribou 
herds across Canada and Alaska. 
The herds number in the 
hundreds of thousands always on 
the move over a vnst territory, 
repeating a cycle of life that has 
persisted for millcnia. This cycle 
may be interfered with bv roads 
and pipelines, and extinction 
threatens. In the view of a human 
who shares in the life process that 
produced the caribou, the migra- 
tion routes are sacred and must 
be left alone. No human require- 
ment takes precedence over the 
established rights of these 
animals. Similarly the flv way 
routes of the Monarch butterfly 
from Mexico to New Jersey are 
sacred. 

Are there alternatives to in- 
dustrialization? Of course there 
are, and the failures of industrial- 
ization are so obvious and so life 
destroying that alternatives must 
be found. Industrialization 
means General Electric in the 
back yard and on the rivers. In 
New York you are cautioned not 
to cat more than one meal per 
week of fish taken from fresh 
water, none if you are pregnant. In 
Ontario. California the economy is 
desolate. That’s what GE means in 
two places. The alternatives are 
to be found in achieving local self 
reliance in food, in sun technol- 
ogies. in the revival of crafts, in 
mass transportation and in 
cleaning up the environment. Let 
North Carolina be what it is and 
become a pleasant neighborly 
community. As soon as enough 
brain power is turned to finding 
ways, to live with the earth the 
answers will come thick and fast. 


ABOUT EARTH FIRST! 

There are two Earth First’s One is the grassroots movement without structure, heirarchy, organization 
or bureaucracy. The other is Earth First!: The Radical Environmental Journal which you hold in your 
hands. EF!. the paper, is an independent entity within the broad EF! movement and is designed to act as a 
communications medium for radical environmentalists. This way the EARTH F IRST! movementdoes not 
have to deal with the legal system or the burdens of organization. This arrangement is our solution to the 
problem of an anarchist group. The editorial policy of EF!, the publication, is set by The Circle, a group of 
thirteen active Earth F'irstlcrs around the country. They oversee our operation on a volunteer basis. Your 
subscription money, purchases of EF! snake oil & trinkets, and contributions fund the publishing of this 
paper. All additional money (“profit”) will be granted to various aspects of the EF! movement to aid incur 
cause to preserve the green beauty and diversity of our Mother Earth. Please subscribe or resubscribe tmlay.'l 


Clip and send to EARTH FIRST!. FO Box 235, Ely. NV 89301 

Here’s $10 or more for a one-year subscription to EF! 

Here’s $10 or more to re-subscribe to EF! 

Please send a gift subscription to the name below. Here’s $10 or more. 


Name 


I’m broke. All I can give you now is . 
Please change my address 


Address 


. State . 


. Zip . 


City 

The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. 


Extra Copies of Earth First! 

Available 

Spread the word about Earth 
First!. Contact us to arrange for 
extra copies of EF! to distribute 
locally. Everyone who has been 
getting extra copies of the paper 
needs to contact ua and let us 
know how many copies to send 
you. (We don’t have the previous 
records.) 

Did you misplace a back issue 
of the Earth First! Newsletter? 
Are you a recent subscriber? 
Would you like to pass around 
back issues to drum up interest in 
EF!? You’re in luck. We have a 
number of back issues beginning 
with the Dec. 21, Yule Edition. 
Here's a quick run-down on past 
articles: 

YULE Dec. 21: 1981 EF! Road 
Show overview, tree spiking. EF! | 
Preserves. 

BRIGID Feb. 2: Oil and Gas | 
leasing in Wilderness Areas, 
Dave Foreman's EF! article re- j 
printed from the Pruyressi I'e. 
EOSTAR RITUAL Mar. 20 
Nukedumn in Canyonlands. 
Mardie Murie Interview. Glen 
Canyon Damn petition. Ned 
Ludd Books-what they’re all 
about, Coors boycott. 

BELTANE May 1: Little Granite | 
rig nnd the Gros Ventre. 
(Lwquet-Orlean s (GO) Road, 
How seismic survey crews work, I 
Jail: A Primer— preparing for | 
civil disobedience arrest. 

LITHA June 21: McKinley Grove I 
Redwoods Threatened. 22 Things | 
to do ns an EF’.'er. 

LUGHNASAI) Aug. 1: Pete 
Dustrud resigns ns Editor. RRR 
highlights, Rally for Redwoods 
and proposed dam on Dinkey f 


Creek, Little Granite Stakes 
Pulled— Again. 

MABON Sept. 21: EF! and 
SAF’E Crack Hetch-Hetchy. 
Environmental Strategy for ’80s, 
"Road Spiking,” Marshall’s 1936 
Roadless Area inventory. Update 
on Little Granite 
SAMHA1N Nov. 1: BLM wil- 
derness inventory in Utah 
exposed. Abbey on Books and 
Gurus, Closing Roads. Forest 
Service Assault on Big Wilder- 
ness. Nuclear War as an Ecolo- 
gical Issue. Guidelines on EF! 
Wilderness Pro|>osals. 

Let us know which back issues 
you would like. Send 60* for 1st 
Class postage for each newslet- 
ter, or appropriate 3rd Class 
postage for bulk orders 


Howie Wolke's 

WILD HORIZONS 
EXPEDITIONS 

Guided Wilderness 
Backpacking 
Emphasis on small groups and 
adventure in endangered 
roadless areas: NW Wyoming 
and elsewhere in the West. 

Free Brochure: 

Box 23 18, Jackson. WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 



A SYMBOL FOR 
THE DISCRIMINATING! 
ECO-GUERRILLA 

STERLING SILVER 
MONKEY WRENCH 

SPECIFY LAPEL PIN OR NECKLACE WITH 
SILVER CHAIN - » 14.50 per WRENCH POSTPAIO 

WOODEN SHOE ASSOCIATES 
P.O. BOX 1315 

CORTEZ, COLORADO 81321 

SENO CHECK OR MONEY OROER 


Name 

Street 


THE EARTH FIRST S.W.A. A T TEAM (SAVE WILDERNESS AT ANY TIME) 
Phone ( ) 


Town . 


.State . 


. Zip - 


_ I am willing to engage in non-violent direct action to protect wilderness & Mother Earth 
. I can be ready to leave on short notice 

. I need days to be ready 

. I am willing to engage in actions almost anywhere 
I am willing to engage in actions for this area: 


. I’ll contact other S.W.A. A T Team members in mv area 


Here is $ . 


. for a special emergency fund to support EF! S.W.A.A.T. Team 


Call me if you need an emergency donation or loan for direct action 

I can loan you money for bail on short notice 

I can help in this way(s): 

Include any other comments. 

Return to Earth First! PO Box 235. Ely, Nevada 89301 
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SNAKE OIL 6 TRINKETS 

T-Shirts and Hats 



(Words by B.N. Koehler: 
Tune — “I Saw The Light") 


Chorus: 

o 

It's time to fight, It’s time to fight _ 

c 

No more compromises— no more sleepless nights 

G 

The earth needs her freedom— stand In the light 

G DO 

Praise our Mother— It’s time to fight 

I was riding my pony across the Great Divide 
Discovered that there ain’t no place to hide 
There’s strip mines and clearcuts and oil rigs 
day and night 

It’s time for justice, It’s time to fight 
Chorus 

I’d been so disheartened— at what I did see 
Rape and destruction from sea to dying sea 
Acid rains on our forests, nukes glowing in the night 
Let’s take back our country— it’s time to fight 


LITTLE GREEN 
SONGROOK 
This is just one sone of thirty- 
two in the enlarged 2nd edition of 
■Johnny Sagebrush's Little Green 
Sungbook. For the whole ball of 
wax complete with an essay on 
Neanderthals by Dave Foreman 
and a passe I of hero photos of 
Johnny Sagebrush and his horse, 
Paint, just send $2.50 plus 50? 
shipping to EF!. PO Box 235, Ely, 
NV 89301. (All Little Green 
Songbooks autographed by 
iJohnny.) 


FUCK BECHTEL— Designed by Bill Turk. Blue with red and black 
design— 100% cotton. 

EARTH FIRST!— Green with white logo— 100% cotton 

Also available in French cut. Women’s sizes: S, M, L — 50% cotton/50% 

polyester. $8. 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS— Drawing by Bill Turk: Black 
with silver design— 100% cotton 

THE CRACKING OF GLEN CANYON DAMN-Drawing by Jim 
Stiles. Blue or brown with black artwork— 75% cotton/25% polyester. 


f)£fa N JD 


THE 
UUB1NE55 


( All T-Shirts are men’s sizes: S. M. Lg, XLg— $7.50 unless otherwise 
noted. Add $1 postage for first shirt and 50? for each additional one. 


NEW ITEMS 

NEW EARTH FIRST! CAMOUFLAGE BASEBALL CAPS. Sturdy. 
American made, srreen camouflage caps with the EF! logo in white ink. 


EARTH FIRSTI/MONKEY WRENCH KEY RINGS. A small work- 
able monkey wrench and the green E F! logo make this an attractive and 
useful item. 

$2.25 postpaid. 


MON KEY WRENCH 
JEWELRY 

One inch long all-metal little 
monkeywrenches for necklaces, 
earrings, etc. Punk environmen- 
talism! Gold colored. $1 apiece. 
Add 25? shipping for every 6 you 
order. 


It’s Time to Tight 


1983 Earth First! Calendar 

This is just one of fifty-two 
weeks in the 1983 Earth First! 
Calendar. The entire calendar 
includes nearly 1000 annotated 
conservation, natural, Luddite, 
radical, and gonzo dates; nearly 
100 environmental and anarchist 
quotations; one dozen inspiring 
black & white photos of Earth 
First! in action (Glen Canyon 
Damn Crack. Gros Ventre Rally. 
etc.), a listing of every Wilder- 
ness bill and every designated 
Wilderness Area (with dates), 
Jim Stiles’ Cracked Glen Canyon 
Damn and Bill Turk’s Defend the 
Wilderness on the front and back 
covers; not to mention lots of 
great graphics for the Earth 
Holidays (Full Moons and 
Sabbats) by Karen Tarfner. All 
this for just five dollars! All pro- 
ceeds of course go to support the 
activities of Earth First!. Order 
yours now. Buy ’em for Winter! 
Solstice presents! Postpaid. 


CALENDARS 


The 1983 Western Wilderness Calendar 
A twelve-month full-color environmental 
wilderness calendar featuring the writings of 
Edward Abbey, Barry Ix>pcz, Wallace Stegner, 
Ann Zwingcr, John Nichols, Frank Waters, 
Lawrence Clark Powell and other noted western 
wilderness authors. An attempt will again be 
made to interprete their writings through 
extracting quotes, annotation and illustration, 
new and obscure dates and events and full-color 
photographs by some of the best wilderness 
photographers today; Philip Hyde. David 
Muench, Tom Till. David Sumner, John Telford 
and a host of newcomers to round out the 1983 
Western Wilderness Calendar. 

1983 WESTERN WILDER- 
NESS CALENDAR 

With EF! imprint $6.95 plus $1 
shipping. 



THE 1983 WESTERN WILDERNESS CALENDAR 


5 

1864 Know Nothing Party 
organized (and still going 
strong) 

1976 UN Earthcare Confer- 
ence on Protection of Natural 
Areas 

1976 Teton Damn, ID. 
collapses 


6 


1816 2* snow In Connecticut 
(Year Without Summer) 
1912 Mt Katmai, AK. erupts 
(largest in North America) 


7 

1692 Port Royal, Jamaica, 
"Wickedest City in the 
World", destroyed by 
earthquake 

1913 Denali allows humans 
on top 

1924 Bryce (Utah) NP. UT* 


Brrrr (Liny on ^ 

Nai. Mon.. I92S W 

1906 Antiquities Act author- 
izes National Monuments 
1933 Forest Service splits 
Gila and Black Range PAs 
with North Star Road 
1933 Mt Jefferson PA. OR 4 
Pine Mt PA. AZ 
1964 South Warner Wild 
Area. CA+ 


9 


1628 First person deported 
from Americas (Thomas 
Morton) 

1972 Rapid City. SD. damn 
collapse kills 237 


10 


“I cannot conceive the neces- 
sity of becoming a slave, 
while there remains a ditch 
in which one may die free!" 

-Arthur Lee. 1768 



1962 First National SDS 
Convention (Where are they 
today? Wall Street?) 

Total solar eclipse 4:34 AM PST 
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JSGS TOPO MAPS 

\ I 

USGS sells you their topo maps 
for $2 and most private dealers 
charge $3 or more. EF! sells them 
to you for only $1.75! To order, 
simply send us a list of maps you 
want (in alphabetical order by 
state specifying 7% or 15-minute 
» quads)and acheck for $1.75each. 

Maps will be shipped directly by 
USGS to you and you should 
receive your maps only 2 weeks 
from the day you stick your order 
in the mail to us. Contact either 
USGS or EF! for state indexes. 

JUST $1.75 


OllR EAKTII FIRST! BARDS— Cecilia Ostrow and Johnny 
Sugcbrush arc now on tap«. Cecilia sings six of her beautiful songs— 
the tape is entitled Heart to the Wihl Lands. Some words are included. 
Tape is {3 postpaid. 

Johnny Sagebrush and the Black Rock Desert Band and Singers 
perform IS numbers from the Little Green Songbook. A rousing, if not 
technically perfect, collection of songs appear on this 60-minute Earth 
First! Fa mil g Hume Eeenino tape. Tapes are $5 postpaid. Throw in 
another dollar and we'll send you an autographed Little Green 
Songbook— a special EF! holiday package. 


BUMPRRSTICKF.RS 
Long lasting vinyl— white with 
green ink. Current slogans: 
EARTH FIRST! 

REDNECKS FOR WILDER 
NESS 

BOYCOTT COORS “BEER” 
DAMN WATT. NOT RIVERS 
DRILL WATT, NOT 
WILDERNESS 
11AYDUKE SAVES 
$1 each— add 25f postage for 
each group of two. 



ADVERTISE 

IN 

EARTH FIRST! 
write for details 


SILENT AGITATORS 

Finally Available! These stickers 
are suitable for adhering to any- 
thing (bar room bathroom 
mirrors, Freddie offices, dead 
bulldozers, etc.) These agitators 
are reminiscent of the old 
Wobblie “silent agitators” of the 
20s and 30s. One sticker will be 
the EF! Logo entitled "No Com- 
promise in Dofendingour Mother 
Earth." The other sticker will 
read, “Boycott Coors Beer." 
Strips of ten cost $1. (25* postage 
per 10.) 


Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 

AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 

BOYCOTT COORS 

EARTH FIRST! FOB 23S, ELY, NV 89301 (ft) 



WATT? ME WORRY! 


1 ED ABBEY BOOKS 

I 

I We now have a new batch of Ed Abbey books, especially autographed! 

I by Cactus Ed himself as a fund raiser for EF! 

Monkeywrench Gang 

$6 postpaid 

Desert Solitaire 

$(> postpaid 

Down the River 

$10 postpaid (large paperback) 

1 he Journey Home 

$11 (hardback) postpaid 

The Brave Cowboy 

$6 postpaid 

Fire on the Mountain 

$6 postpaid 

Black Sun 

$6 postpaid 


EF! TRINKETS ORDER FORM 

Make out checks to “EARTH FIRST!” or send cash. Mail to- 
EARTH FIRST! PO Box 235. Ely. NV 89301. Write us fordetailson 
bulk orders. Please send cash for orders of $5 or less. 


OK, here’s $_ 


_ Send me the following: 


_ EF! T-Shirt(s), Size(s) _ 

. EF! T-Shirt(s), French Cut, Size(s) 

. Glen Canyon Damn T-Shirt(s), Sizefs) 

. Defend the Wilderness T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 

. Watt Me Worry T-ShirRs), Sizefs) 

_ Fuck Bechtel T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 


Bumperstickers: Indicate kind and quantity 


Silent Agitators: Indicate kind and quantity . 


_ Little Green Songbook(s) 

- Topo Maps 


— Monkeywrench(es) 

— Johnny Sagebrush or Cecilia Ostrow tape 

— EARTH FIRST! Calendars) 

— Western Wilderness Caiendar(s) 

— EF! Camouflage Hat 

— EF! Key Chain 

Monkeywrench Gang 
Down the River 
The Journey Home 
The Brave Cowboy 
Fire on the Mountain 
Btuck Sun 
_ Deaert Solitaire 

We also have hardback copies 
of Windeinger by Gary Smith 
_ Wmasinger available for $5 postage paid. 
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